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Congratulations! You are engaged! You
are probably incredibly excited. I bet you keep sneaking looks at
that sparkling ring on your finger and waving it around to catch
the light. Maybe you had a manicure or did your nails in
anticipation of everyone looking at your hand. You are thrilled and
ecstatic and maybe a little scared or overwhelmed.

Suddenly you realize you have a wedding
to plan. Where do you start? What do you need to do? There are
probably a thousand things going through your head but let’s see if
we can put them in some kind of order.

First you need to tell the
important people in your life. Make sure
they hear it from one of you and not from a third party. Do not let
your parents read it on Facebook or Twitter before they hear it
from you. Pick up the phone and call them. After you have told the
most important people in your life, feel free to send out a mass
email. Go ahead and tweet it or change your status on Facebook.
Stand at the end of your driveway and yell, “I’m
engaged!”

Second, you need to have a
couple of big conversations with your fiance. What kind of wedding do you want? The first thing you need to
nail down is what kind of ceremony you both want. Sit down and have
a serious talk about what you want. You will also need to consider
what your families want as well but don’t let that be the whole
focus of your planning. Be prepared to compromise! You are not
buying anything at this point. You are just brainstorming. This can
change as new options present themselves but you need a place to
start.

Here are some things to think about in
terms of what kind of wedding you want to have.

Indoors or outdoors? Are you thinking
country club or beach? Park or temple?

Religious or secular? You can decide to
get married in a church or a park or the town hall.

Do you want to keep it small or invite
everyone you know? (or something in between)

Fancy or casual?

Is there going to be a theme such as
everyone wears black and silver or the decorations are all Hawaiian
themed?

Destination wedding or local one? You
could travel to Las Vegas or get married at the local park or on a
cruise ship.

Do you want to dress up in a fancy gown
or tux? Would you prefer a suit or cocktail dress? Maybe you want
to wear a costume or get married in jeans. It is up to the two of
you. Feel free to brainstorm and come out with any number of
outlandish ideas.

This is not the time to decide that you
want 30 swans swimming around a castle. This is just to decide on
the basics. Indoor/outdoor etc

Of course if you decide to just elope,
you can skip the most of this and go straight to the part where you
explain it to your families.

Once you have an idea of the
type of wedding you want, then you need to
have the dreaded money talk. This means
having a serious conversation about what you can afford to spend
and what you are willing to spend. This will be your wedding budget
and will dictate a lot of your future choices.

Remember you have a marriage to pay for
after the wedding is over. Maybe you have $25,000 in the bank. Are
you sure you want to spend that on the wedding? Maybe you would
prefer to spend $10,000 and have the savings towards a house or a
child?

I would recommend that you think twice
before taking out a loan for the wedding. I know it is tempting to
borrow the money so you can have the big elaborate day of your
dreams. Before you do, decide if you want to be paying for that day
for years to come. It could delay you being able to pay off student
loans or get a house. Now would be the time to set up a savings
plan if you plan to save up for your wedding. Set the plan and
stick to it.

Do not assume that the
bride’s parents will pay for the wedding. While it was tradition, it was tradition based on the fact
that the young couple would have no home or resources of their own
to draw on. People are waiting longer these days to get married.
They often have homes or apartments of their own before getting
married. You can sit your parents down and politely ask them if
they would be able to help you with paying for the wedding.
Whatever their answer, thank them graciously. If you are
disappointed with their answer, keep it to yourself until you are
away from them. Do not complain to other family members that your
parents are not helping you out.

Once you have a budget
amount in mind, you can figure out what venue you can afford and
how many people you can invite. Generally
the more people you invite, the more the wedding will cost. You can
lower this some if you chose a venue that is less expensive per
plate or if you opt to go for a cocktail reception instead of a
full meal.

You should decide what items
you do not want to compromise on in terms of spending.
Some things will be more important to you than
others. For me it was the dress, the tux and the photographer. For
you it may mean spending more for the country club for the
reception or getting your favorite band.

It is customary to tip individuals who
work at your wedding as long as they are not the owners of their
own business. For instance, if you hire a large firm who sends out
a DJ, you would tip the DJ. If he is a one man show, then it is not
necessary to tip. People you would tip might include the
hairdresser or the photographer.

Allow plenty of room in your
budget for incidentals. They tend to add
up. At the end of the book, you will find a list of the categories
in the budget for my own wedding. I did not include prices as the
prices of things will vary wildly around the country or world or
even from year to year. These are just intended to give you
categories to plan around.

Set up a wedding bank
account. It could be savings or checking.
This account should only ever hold money designated for the wedding
costs. If your plan is to save a certain amount of money every week
or month, you should set up to have it automatically transferred to
this account.

You might want to insure
your engagement ring. If your engagement
ring is expensive, talk to your insurance agent about adding it to
your home insurance policy in case something happens to
it.

You need to pick a date for
the wedding. It is probably the number one
question people will ask you. (It may be the second after, “How did
he ask you?”) The choice of date will often be driven more by what
kind of wedding you want then the date itself. Exceptions include
if you want to get married on the anniversary of the day you met or
on a significant day such as December 13, 2014 (12/13/14). A lot of
couples got married on April 5, 2006 (4/5/6) and July 7, 2007
(7/7/7).

Generally though, the wedding date will
be at least partially influenced by where you are getting married.
You need to consider the weather. You do not generally have an
outdoor ceremony in Maine in January or in the desert in August. If
you have a particular place you have decided to get married like a
famous castle or the country club, your choice may be limited by
what dates are available at that location.

You may need to be a little flexible
about the date at this point. If you pick for example, July 19,
2014 and then find that there is a convention in town that day, you
may want to change it. If you are planning to pick a three day
weekend or a holiday, this may affect how many people attend.
People often make plans for holidays or long weekends many months
in advance.

Everything at this point is
preliminary. You are just trying to get a framework so you can
start to plan. Think of it like outlining an essay. You write the
basics and then change it as you need to as it develops. You will
need to choose a time of day at some point as well i.e. a morning
ceremony, afternoon or evening.

Spend a lot of time looking at bridal
magazines, searching bridal sites and staring at wedding dresses.
You know you want to do it. Check out venues, hair styles,
bridesmaids dresses, crafts for favors. Consider it
research.

Set up a wedding board on
www.pinterest.com or a similar site or make a binder for the
wedding that you can put all of the paperwork and ideas in.
You need a way to keep track of ideas and what
decisions have been made and are yet to be made. When you browse
online for ideas for dresses, venues, favors, bridesmaids dresses,
you can “pin” them to www.pinterest.com and come back and see them
later. Visit sites like www.theknot.com to get ideas. Have some fun
but keep track of the things you like; that is why a site like
www.pinterest.com is useful. You can make your board secret if you
are embarrassed or just want to make it all a surprise. You should
decide if you want to have a wedding website. At this time, you can
get a free one from www.theknot.com. You should list all the
information about your wedding on your wedding website such as
where, when, who and how to get to the venues.

If you know anyone who has
gotten married in the last few years, start picking their
brains. They can be an excellent source of
information on things to try or avoid. They may have the perfect DJ
for you or let you know the caterer to avoid. Most people like to
share their wedding stories and reminisce about the traps and
surprises.

You will need to work on a
preliminary guest list. Get your guest
list, your fiance’s and both sets of parents. Check for any
duplicates. This will give you a jumping off point for your venue.
If you plan to have 200 guests, you should not book the room that
only holds 120.

Once you have decided on the
date, you should decide if you want attendants. What kind of wedding you are having has a lot to do with how
many you will need or want. If you plan a small ceremony, you may
only want one maid of honor and one best man. If you are planning a
big wedding, you may want several of each. What about flower girls
or ring bearers? It is important to have a sense of the size of the
wedding as being an attendant comes with a price tag. They need to
buy or rent outfits. They probably need to do some traveling.
Showers and bachelor parties need to be planned. If someone
declines to be an attendant because of the cost, be understanding.
It is expensive to be involved in a wedding and circumstances do
not always allow. Be clear up front if you plan to have a large
wedding or elaborate attendant outfits so they can make an informed
decision. Every attendant gets a thank you gift at the rehearsal
dinner.

Decide if you want a wedding
planner or event coordinator. You may hire
them separately or you may get one with your venue. If you would
rather go it alone, then plan time to do that. You will probably
find it simpler to hire a wedding planner or use a venue with an
event coordinator. You will probably find it cheaper to do it
yourself.

You will need to pick a
venue. You have already decided what type
of wedding you want to have. This helps narrow down where you want
to actually have the wedding. Do you want to get married in the
same place as the reception? Do you want the big church wedding and
then to go to a reception hall from there? If so, pick a reception
place fairly close to the ceremony. People will need to travel
easily to the reception. You may need to pick a separate venue to
have the rehearsal dinner. This would be smaller and include just
immediate family, attendants and attendants dates/spouses. You will
need to decide between a formal sit down dinner, buffet or cocktail
reception with appetizers. If you are getting married in a church,
you may need to attend premarital classes. Look into this and plan
for it.

Have a discussion with your
fiance on who is handling which parts of this. Some people will naturally be more involved than others. Feel
free to designate areas such as he will handle the music and the
honeymoon. Do what works best for you as a couple.

If you are getting married
outside or at home, you may need to
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