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On a sunny spring morning, an 80-year-old man decides to take a walk in a square near his house. The place was so well known in the city that all the residents called the place “Matriz Square”.

The retiree during a walk After almost an hour, he got tired and decided to sit on a bench. Suddenly he is surprised by a 10-year-old child who liked to play in that place.

The young man approaches and the pensioner asks him: — What's your name, kid?


—  João Person, responds him.


—  Do you like stories? - He asks the boy again.


—  Yes, you do you know some? — Question João Person.


—I do know the story of Paulo, a young man who fought and became a winner, says the old man.

—  So tell me when it all started and where it went the story of the young winner.

The old man, a little weak from age, began to tell the old story slowly.

It all started in the interior of Brazil in the rural area of a city called Montes Claros, which is located in the north of Minas Gerais. that many years ago, it was a quiet little town, without any development, and there were a lot of ants in this town, and it was called the ants' camp, but over time this changed with emancipation, the political generation of this town brought a lot development, many industries and commerce, including the advancement in education that contributed a lot to the growth of that peaceful city.

Montes Claros today, in the 21st century, is a peaceful and good city to live in. But peace of mind, many people seek at zone rural in creek The 30 km gives City, a
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route in car in hard more or minus 1 hour.

Riachinho is close to another town that is also peaceful, called Glauciland, with two thousand inhabitants. Many young people from this city move to Montes Claros to study and work.

Many dream of a better future for their family, but that is beside the point, that is another story of the people of Glauciland .

—What really interests us is the rural area of Riachinho, where the people of Montes Claros seek more tranquility. In creek, there is several families, School Municipal and church evangelical. An of families what resides at rural area is the Ferreiros Dias family. The family is composed by five people. First comes the man of the house, José Ferreira days   after The wife Maria Ferreira Days, the third is the 18-year-old son Paulo Ferreira Dias, and the two younger brothers, one 16-year-old Leonardo Ferreira Dias, and the other 17-year-old Hugo Ferreira Dias.

Your José, a 50-year-old man, is white, tall and ignorant. lived in mounds clear by many years old, worked as a mason's servant, and lived alone with mother, lady Josefa Ferreira Dias, from whom he inherited the last name.

In Friday 13, Joseph worked Helping The mason in construction in an House in two floors at the Neighborhood nobleman from the city of, when he received the news that his mother, lady Josefa, had died of a heart attack at the age of 90.

José decided to sell his mother's house and move to the countryside of, to Riachinho, where he began his life in agriculture, planting beans and corn.

Was It was there that José Ferreira met Maria Ferreira Dias, who is now his wife and has borne him three children. José raised the children and took care of the family at the hoe handle. Everything that was produced in the fields was sold in the city's municipal market. Of the three children, only two loved working as a farmer, a from them was Leonardo what dropped you studies
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early too much for power dedicate yourself The agriculture.

And Hugo, he also dropped out of school early, Hugo said that the letters in the books confused his mind, and that if he cut the letters out of the books with scissors, it looked like a child's soup, and he felt disgusted, he wanted to vomit. He also said that he hated his teacher's questions., When she asked a question, in case he didn't know how to answer, the students in the room they laughed and called him a donkey, he was dying of shame.

Paulo Ferreira Dias, since childhood he is the most chased by the father. Joseph, in addition to being ignorant, baby lots of liquor , and in sometimes hit in the woman, Maria, and gave her son Paulo some ear pulls., He was the only one who didn't like to work in agriculture along with his father and his brothers,. I really liked to study,

And he loved answering questions from teacher Paula de Andrade, unlike his brother Hugo who hated questions. Paulo had a differential, he was not ignorant like his father and his brothers, he was sweet like his mother, he was a quiet and polite boy, he did not like confusion.

In the classroom, Paulo was nicknamed Caxias, given by his classmates, because of his learning experience, and he always got straight A's on tests and assignments.

Paulo was in love with teacher Paula, but she didn't realize it and didn't respond. The teacher, in addition to being young like Paulo, was beautiful, she had white skin, long straight black hair, tall green eyes, who called Paulo's attention in the classroom. But Paul was not like his brothers, he had a different view of them, he didn't want to for your life an career in farmer at farm, planting beans and corn and filling my hands with calluses with a hoe and sickle.

He had a vision from the Heavenly God, a vision of greatness, of great things like our God.

But this vision nor any human being on earth has, it is a eyesight what only at people in heart pure and soul clean
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as Paul he can to have.

In the rural area, many families lived close to his house, some women from the neighborhood would gossip, saying that Paulo was lazy and did not like to work, so he would not go very far in life. Others said he was a good person, polite and well-behaved in the classroom. In addition to studying, he also liked to go to Mr. Nero's bar to talk to his friends and play pool and he liked to play ball, which was his favorite sport, in addition to swimming in the river near his house.

Paul was also very religious, he liked to go to church and he read the bible frequently, he often got together with friends at home to play the guitar and sing good gospel music, he participated in the band at the church in Riachinho where he was loved by everyone, even by the 50-year-old pastor Gabriel who considered him as if he were the second child , because Paulo was also a very good friend of Dado, Pastor Gabriel's son, he often went to the Pastor's house to pray and clarify doubts about the word of God, because some passages from the Holy Bible are difficult to interpret.

Paulo's father, mother and brothers are Catholic, but even so there is no rivalry between the family, the only difference being that his parents and brothers were festive, they loved a church party.

Every year in the month of June to July, the church held the feast of São Pedro, a tradition in the rural area of Riachinho. There were lots of food and drinks at the party, many stalls selling hominy, biscuits, quentao, pé-de-moleque, swamped cow, tropeiro beans and the delicious beer that cannot be missing from the Brazilian table.

Many tents were owned by people who lived there, and others were people from other places such as Glauciland and Juramento, cities that are close to Riachinho.

On the feast day of Saint Peter, Paul despite being evangelical and doesn't like to party much is invited by his family, for to meet The party. Him accepted The invitation card if
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pack up and go party where he meets several school friends, neighbors and former classmates from other rural communities.

While seeing some school friends, Paulo also meets his teacher Paula, with whom he is in love. The teacher asks him:— is everything okay?, — and he replies that

—  Yes, — And she says:

—  I didn't expect to meet him at the party, because he found out that he's a young man who doesn't like this kind of party.

But Paul replies:

—  I received the invitation from my family and I accepted, but I swear to God that I will not come to that party again.

He offers the teacher company and she accepts, Paulo talks to the teacher and does an revelation, him it says for her that since the beginning of classes at the municipal school, one thing — — You called my attention,— she asks:

—  THE what, you he can me say, he answers


—  — Your eyes green beautiful and shiny.


THE teacher question The him if that It is an sung, him answer that

—  Yes and I've been trying to tell you to you that but the opportunity just came now.

Paulo asks the teacher if she wants to date him, despite the fact that he has never had a girlfriend, due to lack of opportunity.

And she replies that she'll think about the proposal, but Paulo doesn't lose hope and says he'll wait as long as it takes.

The teacher excuses him and says he has to go because it was getting too late.


—  AND That flag stolen what not he arrives soon.


The teacher leaves the party, but Paulo stays with his friends and family a little longer.
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Later it comes to the stolen flag and there's a lot of burning of fireworks accompanied by singing and praying to Saint Peter. At the end of the party, many people leave thinking about the next year's party.

On Monday morning at class time, many comments about the party take place inside the classroom among the students of the class, many thought the party was great, others that it was a too boring party, and some people praised the food and drinks.

But for Paulo, the party was horrible and, what really pleased him was having seen Professor Paula, she had promised to give you an answer, and meanwhile the exchange of looks in the classroom did not stop, a student in the classroom who seems to like de Paulo asks the teacher why she looks at him so much, the teacher replies

-He who Julia? Paul? —The teacher tells the student to pay more attention in class, and to do the exercise and not pay attention to people in the classroom.

the students in the class made a small boo, but Júlia told the teacher that she should be more polite, Paula apologized to the student and said that it would not happen again.

In the twenty-minute break for lunch, the teacher calls Paulo in your table to say what would you like speak with him at the end of class, that he would wait for her so that the two of them could leave together. Him agreed.

—  You want to give me the answer about the proposal I made you at the party.

Is it over there responds that yes,

—  I want to date you, but I want to know you a little more, OK? I want to talk to know a little more about you and your family.

The class break ends and the students return to the classroom. The class starts again and teacher Paula explains a new subject on the board about sexuality. talks about diseases  sexually  transmissible,  in between  young  and
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teenagers what if expand each turn more fur world.

The Biology teacher is a graduate of the State University of Montes Claros, approaches the subject in the classroom for students with great concern, she teaches students how to prevent AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases, teaches students that they should always use condoms before sexual intercourse.

11:30 am and the end of class, the teacher asks the students read the material.

You students they go although, but Paul wait The teacher as they had agreed, leave together, the two leave the school and go home, along the way, the teacher talks to Paulo, she wants to know what her goal is for the future, what you dream of being in life, where do your parents live from, has a brother and what they do for a living¿.

Paul responds The teacher,

—  And I have a vision of growing up and going far in this teaching life, studying hard at a good college and going beyond,

—  It takes a lot of dedication and effort to study— she says to Paulo, — even if you are one of the best students in the class, the outside world and the job market will demand more from you . Paulo agrees with the teacher and when he arrives at her house he says goodbye with a French kiss and then leaves for his parents' house. When you get home mother asks:

—  Why did it take you so long to get home from school? It's almost 1:00 pm and lunch is already cold. Weren't you out there loitering or playing ball in the street with some friends or else getting into trouble?

He replied to his mother saying no, I was having a chat with teacher Paula. Lady Maria asked,

—  What were you talking about? — He was silent and yours mom do it again other question. — Not go me to say what you it is falling in love The teacher Paula daughter
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of best friend of your father

—  Yes I am Mom, we weren't talking about a bright future. She was giving me some advice as I am a good student. She asked if I would like to grow more in life and I said yes, despite some students in the class. A few months before finishing high school, Paulo tells his mother Maria that he wants to talk to the whole family. His mother asks:

-To talk The what? In what if treat The conversation, It is about woman, job

Him said:

—  Not, It is about The mine promising future .

THE mom said what was going Call The father and you brothers, and what he would wait a little there on the couch at home,.

Paulo's mother leaves the house, goes to the fields to call her husband and her two younger brothers. Upon reaching the farming, Maria calls José politely, but he, with his rustic and ignorant style, shouts in a loud voice, enough to call the attention of the neighbors.

Your Joseph if approach of Maria, and question

—  THE what you would you like? Not see what I am Working to be able to put on eat and babies in this House? You do not see what just the retirement salary is not enough to survive? - He asks again in a loud voice, what do you want? Spit it out.

—  Paulo wants to talk with the whole family together tonight. — José and the children laugh a bit, and he says

—  What is Paulo thinking he is if he thinks he's the man of the house?

Maria responds and said what

—  Not only would you like to talk about The future his.

But José is ignorant and says he doesn't care about his future, and that if he wants him to come and work on the farm, because he belongs here, that's fine.

Maria go away disappointed in her husband, and head down, head home.
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To  arrive The House to see Paul at the your bedroom taking a nap after lunch. Your mother returns to the room, sits on the couch and cry why The son not he has The support of father and not even from her brothers, but she has the support of her and her girlfriend Maria solve leave for to talk with The son then he takes some medicine and goes to rest a little in his room. To long of rest, already night, Maria wake up and when you get out of bed you feel severe headaches, and after that she has to put up with her husband José who arrives from the field of bean tired out, and want take a bath, relax and watch television.

José waits for Maria on the sofa while she prepares dinner. Finishing the meal, she serves it to her husband and two youngest children at the table.

The husband doesn't say thank you, he keeps complaining, he says that the wife is lazy, the food is salty, the house is dusty, the bathroom is filthy. Maria doesn't have a loud voice and swallows all the insults silently and with her head down. She leaves the room and goes to look for Paulo in his room, when they get there the son is no longer in bed.

She wanted to talk one more little pig about that subject of the promising future, since her husband didn't want to know about the conversation.

Paul he had gone out for The House gives girlfriend The teacher Paula THE mom solve wait fur your son and watching to a beautiful movie on television, but ended up sleeping on the couch. When the son arrives from his girlfriend's house, it's almost one o'clock in the morning, he enters the house slowly without making any noise, so as not to wake up his mother, father and brothers, and goes straight to his room. bedroom, sleep and rest because tomorrow he has another class day with the teacher and girlfriend Paula. It's already 06:00 morning and the rooster sings three times and Paulo wakes up at Monday sung of rooster. get up go straight to The bathroom to brush you teeth, to comb you hair and then return for The bedroom to exchange in clothing, tidy up the notebooks. Before in go for The school go until The kitchen to take
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one coffee and eat sleeping on the couch from the living room as a result of the movie he watched late at night the day before.

Paulo finishes his breakfast and goes to school. Along the way home and school with a Pitbull dog, the dog faces him and stares into his frightened eyes, but nothing happens to him.

Paulo continues on the way talking to himself, he said that was close if it wasn't for an angel of God I wouldn't be alive at a time like this, I had already become Pitbul's barbecue, thanks to my faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, he saved me from that, amen.

To arrive The school, Paul from the Good day The teacher and the students and she replies:

-Good day Paul it is late ten minutes per what? He answers:

—Why did I come across the devil in front of me, the students laugh and then stop, and the teacher asks what do you mean Paulo? The devil?

—  I said hell in dog form, a huge Pitbull got in front of me on the way to school, but I The scolded in Name of Sir Jesus Christ and him got away.

After Paulo's testimony, the students and the teacher clapped their hands and congratulated Paulo, which is demonstrating faith in our Lord. the teacher asks,

—  But Paul as you  knew what was the devil?

—  It's because teacher, I've read it in the bible, but I don't remember which text it was that Jesus casts out some demons from some people and demons hide in the bodies of pigs, then I thought to myself Who knows if in the dog there wasn't a demon wanting to attack me in the middle of the road. The teacher returns to continue the class and the students remain silent.

Paula many years ago, in her teens, still in high school, with her craziness, she participated with some classmates from an wheel in candomblé, The invitation card he came in an mom in
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saint who resides in the city of Montes Claros. At that at the time she was studying at a private school in the city, and met the mother of saint at the school door, the woman sold Bahian food, including the delicious acarajé, at that time she was a high school student, she liked to eat acarajé during recess, a Once she asked her mother Miss  to prepare an acarajé, her mother asked her if she wanted it hot or cold and she replied that she wanted it hot, but Paula understood that the acarajé would be hot and not spicy. When he put the acarajé in his mouth, his face was like a sausage, his green eyes were like an ember, his throat was burning inside the whole time and felt severe stomach pains. After recess in the classroom Paula runs to the bathroom, the stench is so strong that the bad smell takes over the school and classes have to be suspended for a day. this was just one of the misadventures that student Paula went through in high school and the circle of candomblé that she participated in search of a boyfriend and which was a failure in her love life.

Returning to the present, in the classroom where the teacher teaches, it is the last day of the school year, and the class is about to finish high school, the teacher next To finish, he asks Paulo if he has already talked to his family about the future he dreams of for him, he replies that he has not and that he has tried to talk to his mother, father and siblings.

Paul said that when he arrives the house intends to converse with them.

At the end of the class, he leaves for home, and this time alone without his girlfriend Paula, with whom he has been together for over three months.

Upon arrival home, he finds his mother alone in the kitchen drinking her glass of milk with coffee and eating cheese biscuits. He takes the opportunity and asks his mother what happened to his conversation with his father and brothers?
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Your mom responds not it gave nothing:

—  Your father is very ignorant and your brothers don't even talk to each other, they just want to know about planting and harvesting beans in the fields. shaking hard head. But it doesn't matter to me son, you  have my full support for what we've talked about.

—  Paulo since you have my support and that of your girlfriend Paula, what do you intend to do now?

—  I mom. I'm going to get my diploma and try life in São Paulo, the capital of industries and opportunities. Your mother asks,

—  But Paulo, my son, in São Paulo, which is such a dangerous and violent place, like that city doesn't exist anywhere in Brazil.

he talks

—  Oh! Yes there is! Rio de Janeiro is an example of a hellish place, because I would never try to live there, I don't know if I had already told you the story of my classmate's brother who went to Rio de Janeiro to study at a university public, close to a dangerous shanty town and one day on going to college he took a stray bullet in the back and is paraplegic.

Your mother replies:

—  I don't remember this story, but it's a shame that this guy went through all that and ended up in a wheelchair.

Paulo tells her that today this young man depends on nurses to take a shower, go to the bathroom, brush his teeth, change clothes and have a snack.

—  Returning to subject matter -The place what you intends to go is São Paulo?

—  Yes mommy.

—  AND When you intends to arrange at bags and leave Riachinho once and for all?
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—  Mom when I get my diploma at the graduation that will be held at school, I will say goodbye to everyone including my girlfriend and my father, whether he wants to support me or not, I leave anyway.


—  But son When It is what go to be the graduation?


—  On November 30th at 7:00 pm at school everyone is invited.

Passing two weeks, one day to go graduation, Paulo prepares himself, provides the graduates' clothes, distributes the invitations to the guests, including the schedule of worship at the evangelical church of Riachinho.

Graduation day arrives, Paulo and his family go to the graduation ceremony, and get the diploma.

At the end of the ceremony, there is a farewell between the classmates and teacher Paula, because from then on the class will no longer meet, each of them will hunt for a different path. for their future, some will go in search of a place at university, others will go in search of another destination, because only God knows.

Paulo takes the opportunity to say goodbye to teacher Paula, from that moment on the two will never meet again, Paulo will never forget the teacher he met, she was his first girlfriend and we never forget our first love.

It's time to prepare for the journey in search of a better future, without the support of the father and brothers, only from his own mother who always helped and supported him. Paulo prepares his things, packs his suitcase and personal items, but without any money from the sale of beans and corn for the trip.

Maria doesn't even realize that the lack of this money could bring her some headache later on, but that

—  It doesn't matter, — she said — the really important thing is that you, my son, are happy and that you fulfill yourself every day.
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The next day Paulo decides to hit the road, says goodbye in all including gives your mom, what so much it gave support. For Leaving the rural area of Riachinho and arriving at the city's bus station, it is necessary to travel 30km, that is, an hour by bus. He goes to a bus stop, a few meters from his house. It's a very simple point made of wood and colonial tile, it's from those rural points that many people take the bus to be able to go to the city to sell their wares in the city's municipal market, because that is the only means of survival among the people of that community.

When taking the bus, he has to pay five real to cover bus expenses. On the way, the bus stops at another point in another rural community, this time he meets a boy from his same community, and with the same dream as Paulo, except that this boy was not going to São Paulo, but to Rio de Janeiro looking for work and study.

Paulo gave some advice, despite not having any experience with long trips to big cities. São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, but he said:

—  Which It is The your Name? He replied:

—  William.

—  William, I'm going to tell you a story about a brother of a colleague of mine from high school. Some time ago he was try life in Rio de Janeiro, my classmate's brother was studying at a university and when he was going to study he was hit by a stray bullet, I believe it came from a shanty town  in Rio de Janeiro, because it is surrounded by shanty town and within them there are many dangerous traffickers, who exchange shots with each other, in order to dominate the drug trafficking market in the city and despite this, many traffickers from Rio de Janeiro send drugs to Montes Claros.

Paul ask for william to have Careful with that one City and
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not stay in area of risk.

During the journey, the bus breaks down and one of the tires bores, everyone has to get off so the bus driver can solve The problem. THE driver Carlos quite experienced speech for you passengers what The problem It is for real and what it will take time to fix and that you will have to be patient. Paulo is in a hurry and doesn't want to wait for the bus to be repaired and decides dismiss in William giving you Good luck at his journey and decides to continue on foot.

Paulo walks along the gravel road, pulling his suitcase with his personal objects, halfway through he stops for a while to rest and takes the opportunity to wash off the water from his knee, or it is, from the a beauty pissed at the foot gives tree, him takes a forty-minute nap and then walks again along the road towards Montes Claros.

Further ahead, Paulo has an unusual surprise, more than thirty sportsmen making a trail in the middle of the woods, one of the boys stops the motorcycle and asks him if he is lost. in the woods.

He replies that no I was traveling by bus towards the city and suddenly the bus punctures one of the rear tires and ends up disturbing everything.

—  You it is going for which City? Question him . He responds excitedly,

—  I'm going to the capital of São Paulo, but for that I need to get to the bus station in Montes Claros.

The cyclist wishes him good luck and Paulo gives him good luck too and continues the trip.

Paul go, go and then stop at one Home of family he doesn't know, when he arrives at the door, he calls someone,

—  O from home! and suddenly a woman and a man appear, Paulo asks for some water, the woman already old. She goes to the kitchen and gets a glass of water and brings it to him.

THE women question


—  In Where you he came boy? it is all wet in sweat and
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with The face all burned!

Him responds, taking some droplets in Water:

—  I'm going to travel to the capital of São Paulo, in search of a job and a better life.

THE Lady question

-Boy you not it should to take a bus, if not you will never get there.

Paul explain for Is it over there everything what it happened.

—  And why did you choose São Paulo and not Belo Horizonte?

—  It's because São Paulo is the capital of opportunities and is more developed than Belo Horizonte.

—  But I heard boy that there is a very violent city and much bad in live, is so much what me and mine husband has several relatives who went there to look for a job and didn't get along.

—  Why they died?

—  No, they didn't get a job and ended up starving in the streets of the capital. And to get back home they had to hitch a ride in the back of a truck owned by a strange driver they didn't know and even so the women who were with them had to pick up purses in the streets of São Paulo.

Paulo finishes drinking the water, thanks the woman and leaves saying he has to keep walking towards the bus station in Montes Claros.

It's almost 7 pm, already dark, he interrupts his walk and decides to cover a cloth in the bush and sleep right there until dawn.

Paulo sleeps and rests, the new day arrives, he wakes up, gets up, packs his things and walks back towards the city.

During the journey, a driver passes near him, greets him, but does not offer a ride and continues on.

Later, a very crazy biker passes by at high speed, taking thin in him  not does none question

[image: ]

in to take ride.

An hour later, Paulo sees a cart driver who has stopped in a thicket to feed his horse.

Him if approach of pawn and question:

—  For Where you it is going boy? The man replies:

-I am going for The City in mounds clear, Why the question?

—  Because I was also going there and I wanted a ride is there any way?

He replies yes. Paul climbs into the wagon and follows move slowly towards the city. He asks the pawn:


—  Which It is The your Name?


—  everyone knows me here in the rural area of Give the wagon , because I always do work for people here in the rural community.


—  But what type in service Do they?


—  Service like buying construction material in the city for the people here to build houses. Because the freight of a truck from the city to here is ten times more expensive than the wagon, despite the slowness of the horse, but it is worth trusting.

The wagon moves slowly over the gravel and dodging holes and during the journey Dão from the wagon talks to the boy and asks his name, he says my name is Paulo. They give question:

—  Paul of what? Paul Ferreira Diaz. There is! boy I know your father José Ferreira Dias.


—  You The do you
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