

    
        
          Analyzing Labor Education in the 12 Prophets of the Bible

        

        
        
          The Education of Labor in the Bible

        

        
        
          Bible Sermons

        

        
          Published by Seminit Publications, 2023.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      ANALYZING LABOR EDUCATION IN THE 12 PROPHETS OF THE BIBLE

    

    
      First edition. August 8, 2023.

      Copyright © 2023 Bible Sermons.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8223740797

    

    
    
      Written by Bible Sermons.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Dedication

General Introduction to the 12 Prophets of the Bible

Who Were the Prophets?

Locating the prophets within the history of Israel

Chronology of the biblical prophets

History behind the Twelve Prophets

The Faith and Work Before Exile - Oseas, Amos, Obadiah, Joel and Micah

God Requires a Transformation (Hosea 1:1-9; Micah 2:1-5)

Dios permite el cambio (Oseas 14:1-9; Amós 9:11-15; Miqueas 4:1-5; Abdías 21)

Unjust Labour: A Study of Miqueas 1:1-7; 3:1-2

Working Unjustly (Hosea 4:1-10; Amos 5:10-15; 8:5-6; Joel 2:28-29)

La Interdependencia de los Individuos y las Comunidades (Amós 8:1-6; Miqueas 6:1-16)

Work and Devotion (Micah 6:6-8; Amos 5:21-24; Hosea 4-11)

Apathy Due to Wealth (Amos 3:9-15; 6:1-7)

The Faith and Labour of Nahum, Habakkuk and Zephaniah Whilst in Exile

God's Punishment in the Workplace (Nahum 1:1-12; Habakkuk 3:1-19; Zephaniah 1:1-13)

Idolatrous Labor (Habakkuk 2:1-20; Zephaniah 1:14-18)

Fidelity Amidst Toil (Habakkuk 2:1; Zephaniah 2:1-4)

The Faith and the Labor After Exile - Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi

The Requirement of Social Capital (Haggai 1:1-2:19)

The Work, Worship, and Environment: Hageo 1:1-2:19; Zechariah 7:8-14

Sin and Hope Remain Present in the Work (Malachi 1:1-4:6)

Jonah and the Blessing of God for All Nations

The Call and Response of Jonah (Jonah 1:1-17)

God's Blessing to All Nations (Jonah 1:16; 3:1-4:2)

God Cares for Those Who Answer His Call (Jonah 1:3, 12-14, 17; 2:10; 4:3-8)

Conclusions to the Book of the Twelve Prophets

Sign up for Bible Sermons's Mailing List

Further Reading: Analyzing Labor Education in the Prophetic Books of the Bible

Also By Bible Sermons

About the Author



  	
  	
			Dedication

			
		
    Isaiah 14:3. And it shall come to pass in the day that the LORD shall give thee rest from thy sorrow, and from thy fear, and from the hard bondage wherein thou wast made to serve, that thou shalt take up this proverb against the king of Babylon, and say, How hath the oppressor ceased! the golden city ceased!





O child of God, thou shalt by-and-by have a glorious season of rest! Today is thy time of labour; thou art now under hard bondage; but thou shalt yet come forth into the fullness of thy liberty in Christ Jesus. In that day, Jehovah himself shall give thee rest from all thy grief' and fears; thou shalt obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. This was a great prophecy for Isaiah to utter, for, in his day, there was no power on earth equal to that of Babylon. That great city abounded in palaces and extraordinary wealth, and its power was such that no kingdom could stand against it. For a while, it broke in pieces all those who fought against it; yet God broke Babylon in his own time; and here is a song of rejoicing in anticipation of its overthrow, «How hath the oppressor ceased! the golden city ceased!»











— Charles Spurgeon 
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General Introduction to the 12 Prophets of the Bible
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The books of the Twelve Prophets deal with different circumstances of Israel's life that present different challenges. The unifying theme of these prophets' accounts is that in God there is no separation between the work of worship and the work of daily life, nor between individual well-being and the common good. The people of Israel are faithful or unfaithful to the covenant with God, and the measure of their faithfulness is immediately evident in their worship or neglect of worship. The people's faithfulness or unfaithfulness to the covenant with God is reflected not only in the spiritual realm, but also in the social and physical environment, including the land itself. The degree of the people's faithfulness is also reflected in their life and work ethic, which in turn determines the fruitfulness of their labors and their consequent prosperity or poverty. The wicked may prosper in the short term, but both God's discipline and the natural consequences of unrighteous labor will eventually leave the unrighteous in poverty and desolation. However, when individuals and societies work in faithfulness to God, He blesses them with spiritual, ethical, and environmental health and prosperity.

These last twelve books of the Old Testament are known in the Christian tradition as the Minor Prophets. In the Hebrew tradition, these books are found in a single scroll called "The Book of Twelve”, which forms a kind of anthology with a progression of thought and thematic coherence. The main background of the collection is the covenant that God has made with his people, and the narrative within the collection is the story of Israel's violation of the covenant and the restoration that God is slowly unfolding for the Israelite nation and society.

In this context, five of the first six books of the Twelve-Joel, Amos, Obadiah, and Micah-reflect the impact of the people's sin, both on the covenant and on world events. The next three - Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah - speak of the punishment for sin, again in terms of the covenant and the world. The last three prophetic books - Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi - deal with the restoration of Israel, again in terms of a renewal of the covenant and a partial restoration of Israel's position in the world. Finally, Jonah is a special case. His prophecy does not refer to Israel at all, but to the non-Hebrew city-state of Nineveh. It is well known that both its context and its composition are difficult to date reliably.
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Who Were the Prophets?
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A prophet was one who, called by God and filled with His Spirit, proclaimed the Word of the Lord to people who, in one way or another, had drifted away from God. In a sense, a prophet is a preacher. However, in today's working terms, a prophet is a denouncer, especially when an entire tribe or nation has turned away from God.

Prophets fill the pages of Israel's history. Moses was the prophet God used to rescue the Hebrew people from slavery in Egypt and then to lead them into the land God had promised them. Time and again, this people turned away from God. Moses was God's first spokesman to bring them back into relationship with the Lord. In the Old Testament history books (Joshua, Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra and Nehemiah), prophets such as Deborah, Samuel, Nathan, Elijah, Elisha, Huldah and others rise up to speak the Word of God to a rebellious people.

Israel's religious worship was organized around the work of the priests, first in the tabernacle and then in the temple. The description of the daily work of the priests is the slaughtering, butchering, and roasting of the sacrificial animals brought by the people who offered them. However, a priest's job went beyond the hard physical labor of caring for thousands of animal sacrifices. A priest was also responsible for being the spiritual and moral leader of the people. Although the priest was often seen as the mediator between the people and God in the temple sacrifices, his greatest responsibility was to teach the people the law of God (Lev. 10:11; Deut. 17:8-10; 33:10; Ezek. 7:10).

Unfortunately, it was common in Israel's history for the priests themselves to become corrupt and turn away from God, leading the people into idolatry. The prophets rose up when the priests failed in their task of ruling the land with justice. In a sense, God called the prophets and spoke through them, using them as whistleblowers when the entire Israelite nation was on the verge of self-destruction. 

One of the most shocking misfortunes of God's people was that they continually worshiped many of the gods of neighboring pagan nations. Common practices of this idolatrous worship included sacrificing their children to Molech and ritual prostitution with every obscene practice imaginable "in the high places, on the mountains, and under every green tree" (2Ch 28:4). But an even greater perversity in abandoning Yahweh came from forgetting God's structure for community life as a holy people set apart for God. Care for the poor, the widow, the orphan, and the alien in the land was replaced by oppression. Business practices broke God's standards so that extortion, bribery, and dishonesty became commonplace. Leaders used power to destroy lives, and religious leaders despised what was holy to God. Far from enriching the nation, these ungodly practices brought it to ruin. Typically, prophets were the last voices in the land calling people to return to God and restore their community to health and righteousness.

In most cases, the prophets were not "professionals", meaning that they did not make a living from their prophetic activities. God used them for a special task while they were in the midst of their other occupations. Some prophets (such as Jeremiah and Ezekiel) were priests and had the duties described above. Others were shepherds, such as Moses and Amos. Deborah was a judge who settled disputes among the Israelites. Huldah was probably a teacher in the academic sector of Jerusalem. Being a prophet meant having to work.
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