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Study of Apples


Crayon on #1008 Ivory mat board, 8″ × 10″ (20cm × 25cm)

COLORS USED: (apples) Black, Brick Red, Green, Orange, Pine Green, Red Orange, White, Yellow, Yellow Green; (branches) Black, Shadow; (leaves) Green, Black; (background) Green, Mango Tango, Orange, Shadow, Yellow Orange




DEDICATION
This book is dedicated to everyone who remembers the wonderful feeling of opening up a brand new box of crayons! For artistic types, few things are as exciting and creatively stimulating.
Crayons are not just for children. They are for all of you, regardless of your age, who are young at heart. They are for all the artists who allow their inner child to run free from time to time. I hope you are one of them. I know I am!
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Zebra

Crayon on regular surface 2-ply Bristol, 14″ × 11″ (36cm × 28cm)

COLORS USED: (zebra) Beaver, Black, Blue Green, Brown, Green, Shadow, Tan; (background) Black, Blue Green, Green, Pine Green, Robin's Egg Blue, Sky Blue; (any white in the drawing is the white of the paper showing through)


Introduction
I WAS ONLY FIVE YEARS OLD, BUT I REMEMBER IT LIKE IT WAS YESTERDAY. I was sitting at the kitchen table eating my oatmeal before leaving for kindergarten. My mother was in the kitchen doing the dishes. I vividly remember the sound of water running and dishes clanking in the sink, and my mom's neatly tied apron around her waist.
I always watched Captain Kangaroo, and during the show, Captain Kangaroo always stopped to do a promotion for Crayola Crayons, since he was their spokesperson. On this morning, he held up drawings that were created in crayon. They had obviously been drawn by a professional, and I remember my mouth falling open when I looked at them. The first drawing he showed was of a zebra in just black and white, but the drawing was shaded and realistic. To my youthful eyes it was like looking at magic. The second drawing was of a rainbow trout, and it was awesome. Even though we had only a black-and-white television at the time, you could still see the changing tones that represented the colors. It looked like it was gleaming and was actually wet, and the curve of the fish looked so realistic.
I jumped up from my chair and said, “Look, Mommy! I'm going to draw like that someday!” She came into the room, wiping her hands on her apron and smiled as she said, “Then I believe you will.” The rest, as they say, is history!
So, why was I so hyped up to write a book about crayons? Perhaps it was my inner child screaming at the top of her lungs, a desire to reconnect with my authentic, youthful creativity. Whatever it was, I had a blast creating this book, and I cannot recommend crayons enough if you want to have fun with your art.
So grab a brand new box of crayons, and follow along to create some fun drawings. You will be amazed with the results, and you will learn some great new tricks you can pass along from generation to generation.
I hope that this book will change the way people draw with crayons forever. It would be my dream come true for a child to see this book and have the same reaction I did when I saw the segment on Captain Kangaroo half a century ago, and say, “Mommy, I want to draw like Lee Hammond!”


All About Crayons
For over a century, crayons have been children's first method of graphic communication, a way of visually representing their world. Given a box of crayons, all children seem to innately know what to do with them.
Many people find it odd that I teach crayon drawing in my studio. Naturally, they assume I am teaching small children. But I am not. I use crayons as a quality fine art medium. They have high-quality pigments and use high-quality wax as a binder. Most of the colors have the same lightfast qualities as your more expensive colored pencils, but I love the hallmark look that is not achieved with anything but crayons.
The first thing to remember when working with crayons is that you are not going “backwards.” Yes, they are inexpensive to buy, but they are NOT cheap. However, I do suggest using the original brand, Crayola. While there are many other brands out there, I find that Crayola is the best for professional use due to its richly pigmented colors. The bargain brands are a bit heavier on the wax, which is fine for kids, but the colors are not as rich.
When teaching my students how to draw with crayons, I have to keep reminding them that while some of the techniques are similar to colored pencils, the look is unique. Please, please, do not try to compare the two! Do not try to beat them into submission to make them look like colored pencil. If that is the look you want, simply use colored pencils instead. You must accept and embrace the differences, and allow crayon to be crayon. The result is a wonderfully unique piece of art that only crayons can produce.

TREAT CRAYONS AS A FINE ART MEDIUM
Once you rearrange your thinking and begin using crayons as a fine art medium, you will be on your way to creating a piece like this.
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Rainbow Trout

Crayon on regular surface 2-ply Bristol, 11″ × 14″ (28cm × 36cm)

COLORS USED: Black, Brown, Cadet Blue, Carnation Pink, Magenta, Olive Green, Periwinkle, Robin's Egg Blue, Sea Green, Tan, Tropical Rain Forest, Yellow (now you know why they call them rainbow trout!)


Applying Crayon
I often use my colored pencil techniques with crayon, but the results are quite different. The similarity is that I use layering and burnishing for creating different looks.
While the two pieces of fruit here were drawn using the same shape and the same colors, the application changes their appearance. The first one was done with layering, which makes it look like a peach. The second one was done with burnishing, which makes it look like a nectarine. This is my favorite example for showing the differences in the two techniques.
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LAYERING

Layering crayon makes this one look like a peach with soft, fuzzy skin.
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BURNISHING

Burnishing crayon makes this one look like a nectarine with a bright, smooth surface.


Before and After
I find it amazing how much psychology influences our artistic abilities. When I introduced my art students to crayon drawing, they were amazed at the results and wanted to try it themselves, but even my most talented and professional artists regressed to childlike behavior when a crayon was gripped in their hands. Instead of treating the crayon as a serious tool, they applied it with rough fill-in and scribbled lines. You must approach your crayon drawing as if you were using any other professional art medium.
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BEFORE
This is one of my student's first attempts at drawing realistically with crayons. The application of color shows she had reverted back to coloring without even knowing it. Everything looks flat and merely filled in.
She also used an ordinary piece of paper, not a good quality paper or board. This fuels the regression, by treating the crayon as a toy, not a fine art product.

AFTER
Her second attempt looks quite different. This time she used a piece of mat board that has a texture to it, which helps create a unique look.
Rather than just filling in each area with flat color, she used layering and a wider range of color to make it look much more professional.
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Artist, Kay Lewis

Crayon on illustration board
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BEFORE
Another student of mine drew from a photograph of my pet, Penny the Wonder Dog. The colors in her first attempt appear very light, showing she was unsure of how to apply them. Her shapes
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