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Gang of Mischief

Today is the beginning of the school holidays. Every kid at school went on holiday except for me. My Mom believes that going on a vacation is a waste of money. “Going on a holiday is for people who suffer from depression. You, my child stay here and mind your books” she would say. So today I’m just fixing some snacks for a movie that’s coming up. Oh mom is coming, let’s hear what she has to say, she looks excited, I wonder why?

“Rou guess what?” she called “I've got two tickets to that circus you’ve been asking me to take you to! so get ready to go!” 

Goodness did I hear her clearly? I am finally going to the circus! Let me go get ready before she changes her mind, or figure out that she has to pay for the candy, my mom is the queen of cheapos! 

I really miss home. Ever since mom and I we moved to this city it hasn’t felt like home. Even though mom says that we’re just settling in. So the past few weeks have been hard, because I don’t have any friends I mean the good kind. I’ve been bullied a lot at school, I’ve tried to tell the teachers but they won’t listen.

“ha-ha” Mrs Gumbi would laugh. “you silly child! You love attention don’t you? this is not your mother’s house! coming here with your fancy English!” she would say coldly. So I would leave disappointed and always face the same mean kids. The worse one is Amanda, every time she sees me I always have to run in order not to get hurt. She calls me Lady Margaret, she’s taller and bigger than most kids at school. She’s always eating fried chips. You could meet her in the middle of nowhere she would still be eating fried chips. Her mother runs the school cafeteria, I guess that’s why most kids are loyal to her, so they can get free lunches! But Mom always knew when something was wrong “Pumpkin, you know you can talk to me about anything right?” 

She would ask every time but I would always say “nothing”. 

My mom can be crazy, if she knew someone was messing with me, she would burn the city down!

Finally we are at the circus, I am so excited! I always see it on TV and now I’m about to experience it live! The animals are amazing. The elephant is wearing something that looks like an apron. The baby elephant looks adorable I wish I could stroke it. The big elephant skin is tough, this is surreal touching an elephant for the first time! “Let’s go to the other side for ice cream honey!” called mom
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So far the first day of the circus is going great, it’s everything I thought it would be. So now we’re standing on the other side of the fence watching the animal cubs playing. Mom’s phone starts ringing! I do wish she would have left it at home, I think the person who created that phone hated mom and just wanted to test her patience! it faints all the time, even if it’s fully charged, then she gets frustrated.

“Sweetie I have a phone call from the office, I need to take it before this psycho faints on me. Are you okay with being alone?” she asked.

“I’ll be fine” I replied, then she left. 

Now that I am alone with these cubs what am I supposed to...

“Ouch! you’ve kicked me you silly rabbit!” someone yelled

“I’m so sorry! Stop being sensitive!” Someone else replied 

Oh no I’m losing my mind, I can’t see the people talking. 

“you idiots! You weren’t suppose to speak in front of a human” hissed the little cub angrily.

I stood there frozen 

“Oh no, it’s those new vitamins mom gave me, I told her not to go to the cheap pharmacy, now I’m seeing and hearing things.”

“What’s wrong with the human girl?”

“Apparently she’s seeing things, that also happens to me when I eat hay from the other side.”

“Shut up you two! you making things worse! let me fix the situation.” said the lion cub. “Okay listen to this little human girl, it’s you, imagining things that are not there woooo it’s the pills!”

“I think she said vitamins Cubcake.”

“Stop it! you not helping Pancake!” yelled the lion. “It’s the vitamins, messing with your mind.” she said waving her paws like an octopus

“If she believes that, then she’s the dumbest person I’ve ever met and nobody will believe her” said a little fox.

“Oh my frozen yoghurt! you guys can talk!” there I stood frozen

“Come on we should at least try to befriend her so that she doesn’t expose our secret alright?” said the fox 

“fine whatever” replied the little cub grumpily.

“Whatever Cubcake say is fine with me.” said Pancake 

“Greetings earthling I am terribly sorry for my companions behavior and we are not savages we are distinguished citizens of the animal kingdom and this is not a way to greet a person” she said calm.

At this moment my heart is pounding because I don’t know what to say. I’ve never seen talking animals before! Saved by the bell, mom is calling.

“Rue, let’s go.”

There I was running like a mad person to the car. There has to be an explanation. 

“Honey, you look like you’ve see a ghost, what’s wrong.”

“I’m okay mom, I just need to search something on the internet.”

“Okay honey, if you say so.”

Animals can’t talk right? Could I have been imagining things? This car is moving so slowly, I wish I was home already. I don’t understand why did we have to use a car when the circus is so close to the house, now we ‘re stuck and can’t take shortcuts.

“We’re, home!”said mom

“Okay, can I have the house keys so I can open?”

“What’s the rush?”

“I just really need to get to the computer.”

Why does she to ask so many questions? I just need to do this. Okay now let’s see...I don’t understand, why they’re not showing anything about talking animals?

What should I do? Maybe I should ask mom. She’s smart, she’ll know what to say. On second thought let me not bother her. She’s busy slapping her phone.

“You stupid phone! I’m tossing you into sea first thing tomorrow morning!”

She always says that but never do anything about the phone. Maybe I should go back to the circus tomorrow. If those animals are still talking then I’ll take a video and show my mom.

“Mom, can we go to that circus again?” I asked hopeful.

But she turned to me said “Child I’m not made out of money and you’ve already been there so that will a no.” 

Why is she being unreasonable! I am so frustrated right now! Okay, let me calm down and think of a plan. If I force the topic she’ll go “mom mode” on me. Let’s see how much is on the piggy bank.

R5, R2, R10, so many R1 coins...great this is R62, and the ticket is R50. At least I get the R10 ice-cream. Let me go to bed, there’s circus waiting for me tomorrow.
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It’s a bit cold this morning, I wonder if I should bring a jacket. Mom already left for work, I guess her phone alarm worked this time. Should I bring any food for those animals? maybe some Muffins? Scratch that, they said we shouldn’t feed animals. But they also didn’t tell of the talking animals now did they? I’m taking the grapes!

“You see she abandoned us” he said dramatically 

“Oh come on she will come back” said the little fox

“Oh my goodness! these animals are talking, I was not imagining things.” I said with excitement.

The animals all turned to the corner and  looked at me with a shocked expression on their faces.

“You see I told you she’ll come back” he said.

“Well... um hello I’m Rou ” I introduced myself. “Pleased to meet you.”

“And I am Foxy...” She started “And this is Cubcake” she pointed to the little cub “That’s Pancake” she pointed to the little panda “Lastly that’s Robbie” she said pointing to the little rabbit.

“Hello please don’t eat me, I’m not delicious at all.” said Robbie.

“So that’s why the lion and the fox haven’t eaten you.” I giggled.

“Cubcake? she is my best friend, why
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