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What people are saying about

Quaker Quicks — Open to New Light

Open to New Light covers a huge amount of ground in an accessible way, in a short space, without making the material seem in any way simplistic or superficial. I am sure the book will be received as a very valuable introduction to the topic.

Stuart Masters, Programme Coordinator (History and Theology), Woodbrooke, Birmingham, UK

Nesbitt provides an accessible and deeply informed account of Quakers engaged in interfaith activity over the last three and a half centuries. This is not purely a historian’s view, but that of a practitioner, who lives out her own interfaith quest. Nesbitt’s spirit is gentle and open, her writing incisive, always aware of complexities and questions, always searching for a deeper truth to find equality, justice, community, simplicity and peace. I am not a Quaker. I found so much to learn from this book and commend it to all engaged reflectively with interfaith matters.

Gavin D’Costa, Emeritus Professor of Catholic Theology, University of Bristol; Professor of Interreligious Dialogue, Pontifical University of St Thomas Aquinas, Rome

A Quaker by convincement who has herself been involved in interfaith explorations, Eleanor Nesbitt has given us a well-researched and highly accessible account of liberal Quaker (Society of Friends) encounters with other faith traditions over the past 350 years.

As a follow up to her Interfaith Pilgrims (2003), Nesbitt explores how liberal Friends from Britain and North America, pursuing a Quaker approach of ‘discerning openness’, have interacted with peoples of non-Christian religions (Baha’i, Buddhist, Hindu, Jain, Muslim, Sikh, Pagan, and humanist) – in their travels, commonly exhibiting a readiness ‘to learn from others’ and ‘to work with other communities of faith’ and, at home, following ‘an imperative of being a good neighbour to newcomers from different faith backgrounds’.

Nesbitt also provides us with accounts of how Friends have themselves come to be viewed by members of these other religious traditions, discusses cases of individuals who have taken on merged identities (as, for example, ‘Muslim Quaker’ or ‘Buddhist Quaker’ or ‘Hindu Quaker’), and explores various Quaker interfaith initiatives.

Open to New Light exhibits Nesbitt’s personal and scholarly familiarity with Quakerism as well as her personal and scholarly familiarity with other religious traditions. (She is married to a Hindu and is herself a leading Sikh studies scholar.) This background makes for a book both heartfelt and knowledgeable and one that should be of interest to Quakers and non-Quakers alike.

Verne A. Dusenbery, Professor Emeritus of Anthropology, Hamline University, USA

Eleanor Nesbitt offers a compelling, meticulous and insightful historical account of Quaker interfaith journey focusing on the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries as well as later and contemporary developments in Quaker thought and interreligious engagement. Open to New Light encompasses a wide range of religious faiths and indigenous traditions that Quakers, of varying theological orientations, have interacted with over the last 350 years and shows how both Quakers and adherents of diverse faiths have been deeply enriched by their interfaith encounters in different contexts. What comes across clearly in Quaker interfaith engagement is their commitment to ‘values of truth and integrity equality and justice, community, simplicity and peace’ and their openness and willingness to see ‘God in everyone’ and ‘God in everything’. This book should be of enormous interest not only to Quakers but also to those of other faiths or none.

Sharada Sugirtharajah, Honorary Senior Research Fellow, School of Philosophy, Theology and Religion, University of Birmingham






Previous books

Listening to Hindus (with Robert Jackson) Unwin Hyman, 1990 ISBN 0 04 448121 7

Hindu Children in Britain (with Robert Jackson) Trentham Books, 1993 ISBN 0 948080 736

Guru Nanak (with Gopinder Kaur) Bayeux Arts, 1999 ISBN 9781896209272, 1896209270

Interfaith Pilgrims, Quaker Books, 2003 ISBN 97809016 89931

Intercultural Education: Ethnographic and religious approaches, Sussex Academic Press, 2004 ISBN 978 1 84519 034 7

Sikhism A Very Short Introduction, Oxford University Press, 2005; 2nd revised edn 2016 ISBN 978 0 19 874557 0

Pool of Life: The autobiography of a Punjabi agony aunt (with Kailash Puri), Sussex Academic Press, 2013 978 1 84519 602 8

Making Nothing Happen: Five poets explore faith and spirituality (with Gavin D’Costa, Mark Pryce, Ruth Shelton and Nicola Slee) Ashgate, 2014 ISBN 978 1 4094 5515 8

Sikh: Two centuries of western women’s art and writing, Kashi House, 2022 ISBN 1911271202





[image: image]



[image: image]





[image: image]

First published by Christian Alternative Books, 2023

Christian Alternative Books is an imprint of John Hunt Publishing Ltd.,

No. 3 East St., Alresford, Hampshire SO24 9EE, UK

office@jhpbooks.com

www.johnhuntpublishing.com

www.christian-alternative.com

For distributor details and how to order please visit the ‘Ordering’ section on our website.

Text copyright: Eleanor Nesbitt 2022

ISBN: 978 1 80341 323 5

978 1 80341 324 2 (ebook)

Library of Congress Control Number: 2022947204

All rights reserved. Except for brief quotations in critical articles or reviews, no part of this book may be reproduced in any manner without prior written permission from the publishers.

The rights of Eleanor Nesbitt as authors have been asserted in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

Design: Lapiz Digital Services

UK: Printed and bound by CPI Group (UK) Ltd, Croydon, CR0 4YY

Printed in North America by CPI GPS partners

We operate a distinctive and ethical publishing philosophy in all areas of our business, from our global network of authors to production and worldwide distribution.






To my friends in Coventry Quaker Meeting







Contents

Preface

Chapter 1 Getting started

Chapter 2 Some early interfaith encounters

Chapter 3 Interfaith pointers in Quakers’ books of discipline

Chapter 4 Muslims

Chapter 5 Jews

Chapter 6 Quaker interfaith approaches

Chapter 7 Buddhists

Chapter 8 Hindus and Jains

Chapter 9 Sikhs

Chapter 10 Quaker interfaith initiatives

Chapter 11 Baha’is

Chapter 12 Indigenous religions

Chapter 13 Humanists

Chapter 14 Looking back, looking forward

References









Preface

This is a book for anyone who is interested in religions and the ways in which they have been interacting over the past three and a half centuries. The content will be of particular interest to Quakers but by no means only to Quakers.

Space constraints have limited what can be said here about faith communities and their religious beliefs and practices and about Quakers’ relations with them. My reporting has necessarily focused on particular strands and particular periods – seventeenth-century encounters with Native Americans and pre-First World War correspondence between Baha’is and Quakers, for instance. The publications mentioned in the References provide ample sources of further information for the interested reader.

Whether you are a seasoned Friend, a well-travelled interfaith explorer or relatively new to the subject, I hope that you will find some stimulus to journey further. I welcome your views and reactions and so my contact details are included at the end of the book.

Eleanor Nesbitt

September 2022
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Abbreviations

CFP = Christian Faith and Practice in the Experience of the Society of Friends (1960) London: London Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends.

QFP = Quaker Faith and Practice: The book of Christian discipline of the Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in Britain, 1995, London: The Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in Britain.

CIRC = Christian Interfaith Relations Committee

QCCIR = Quaker Committee for Christian and Interfaith Relations
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