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Foreword

The prophecy recorded by Daniel outlines events leading up to the First Advent of the Messiah. These prophecies were fulfilled according to the predicted timeline. The Messiah arrived at the time specified in the prophecy.

Daniel also addressed events extending to the Second Advent. The book of Revelation provides additional details, elaborating on developments leading to the Last Days preceding the Second Advent.

This volume primarily examines the prophecies of Daniel. Relevant information from other prophets will be incorporated as necessary. The discussion will also introduce the book of Revelation, which will be analyzed in a subsequent volume.

​Prelude

​A holistic approach

The book of Daniel constitutes a comprehensive work of prophecy. Each chapter presents promises to faithful worshippers of God in Israel and, through the mercy obtained by the Messiah, extends these promises to all people and nations. Every event, discussion, and section functions as prophecy, elucidating the causes and circumstances leading to the First Advent. Furthermore, the text anticipates the Second Advent and the eventual salvation of all humanity.

The book of Daniel should be understood within the broader context of preceding prophetic literature. It addresses the manner in which God responds to the disobedience and disloyalty of a nation that has forgotten its heritage. Although the people of Israel were once enslaved, God delivered them and elevated their status. Despite successive generations benefiting from this greatness and neglecting their Creator, the text asserts that God continues to engage with them, ultimately aiming to lead many toward salvation and worship.

Due to Israel's disobedience and partial neglect of Temple services, God withdrew divine protection from the nation. As a result, Israel ceased to serve as an exemplary model for other nations.

Initially, the northern tribes of Israel were captured and exiled, and foreign populations were settled in their former territory. This region and its inhabitants subsequently became known as Samaria.

Despite witnessing these events, the southern region of the Promised Land did not repent and was also subjected to captivity.


“In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 

And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of God, which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god. And he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god.”

(Daniel 1:1-2, MKJV)



Daniel was among several individuals taken captive and subsequently relocated to the capital city of the invading forces.


“And among them were four of the sons of Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 

to whom the ruler of the eunuchs gave names. For he called Daniel, Belteshazzar; and Hananiah, Shadrach; and Mishael, Meshach; and Azariah, Abednego.”

(Daniel 1:6-7, MKJV)



God began to address the actions of the king of the invaders. For the Messiah to arrive at His Temple, it was necessary for Israel to experience oppression until the people longed for the Promised Land and sought to restore the Law of God as articulated during the Exodus.

God initially sought to test certain young men to determine whether they would remain obedient despite opposition. 

Through this process, God ensured that His guidance would be followed precisely in preparation for the arrival of the promised Seed. This obedience was necessary for the Messiah to come to His physical temple approximately two thousand years ago. These events served as a precursor to those that will occur when the Messiah comes to His spiritual temple at the Second Coming.


“Behold, I will send My messenger, and He will clear the way before Me. And Jehovah, whom you seek, shall suddenly come to His temple, even the Angel of the Covenant, in whom you delight. Behold, He comes, says Jehovah of Hosts.”

(Malachi 3:1, MKJV) 



We observe that God initiated tests of loyalty for Daniel and his three companions. Following their successful completion of these trials, prophecy was granted. The reactions of the pagan king and his followers are also evident, as is God’s subsequent response and message directed toward them.
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1 Seventy years of desolation
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Following Israel's complete departure from God, a period of seventy years of desolation was prophesied. The destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem and the subsequent ruin of Israel were foretold.

This would begin in 609 BC.


“Yet you have not listened to Me, says Jehovah, so that you might provoke Me with the works of your hands, for harm to you. 

Therefore so says Jehovah of Hosts, Because you have not heard My Words, 

behold, I will send and take all the families of the north, says Jehovah, and Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant; and will bring them against this land, and against its people, and against all these nations all around. And I will completely destroy them, and make them a waste, and a hissing, and everlasting ruins. 

And I will take from them the voice of rejoicing and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones and the light of the candle. 

And this whole land shall be a ruin and a waste. And these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.”

(Jeremiah 25:7-11, MKJV) (Emphasis mine)



––––––––
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During these 70 years, Daniel and his three friends were taken captive and transported to the capital city, where King Nebuchadnezzar reigned. It was a habit of conquering kings to collect the best-looking, strongest, and wisest people to serve in their kingdoms, just as America and Russia recruited the scientists and engineers of Germany to develop large liquid-fuel rockets, jet aircraft, and the nuclear bomb.

Right in the beginning, the court of Nebuchadnezzar learned of Daniel’s wisdom, but also that Daniel would not follow the ways of pagan worship and habits of his captors like a sheep. 

Daniel resisted the refined, sugary pastries and much wine that the king’s court offered him and settled instead for fruit, vegetables, and water. It was quite preposterous of him to do this, but there is a prophetic lesson for all concerned. 

Prosperous people, families, cities, and nations are built on proper diets. An army cannot march very far on junk food. Brilliant people are raised on a healthy diet. This is required in God’s Law. We should eat fruit and vegetables every day.


“And God said, Behold! I have given you every herb seeding seed which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree in which is the fruit of a tree seeding seed; to you it shall be for food.”

(Genesis 1:29, MKJV)



According to biblical accounts, if Israel failed to adhere to divine guidance regarding diet and hygiene, including the consumption of unclean foods such as pork, they would be subject to curses. This knowledge was accessible to all nations; even King Nebuchadnezzar and other foreign rulers who visited Jerusalem became aware of these principles. Ideally, Christian communities worldwide would have adopted and enforced these practices within their societies. However, it is argued that mainstream Christianity has undergone significant syncretism, resulting in the loss of much of this knowledge.

Consequently, epidemics and pandemics have historically influenced the destinies of nations. Military forces have often suffered significant losses due to disease. For example, the Spanish flu was transmitted via American ships, and the consumption of unclean meat by soldiers contributed to widespread fatalities. This pandemic accelerated the conclusion of World War I and left numerous conflicts unresolved.

According to the biblical narrative, Daniel provided King Nebuchadnezzar with prophetic guidance. In a large city populated by both local residents and captive Israelites living in impoverished conditions, adherence to proper dietary practices was essential to prevent illness, mortality, and social unrest.


“Jehovah shall strike you with lung disease and with a fever, and with an inflammation, and with an extreme burning, and with the sword, and with blasting, and with mildew. And they shall pursue you until you perish.”

(Deuteronomy 28:22, MKJV) 



Daniel, through his actions, delivered a prophetic warning to King Nebuchadnezzar. Had this warning not been heeded, the king might not have reigned over Israel for seventy years.


“And at the end of ten days their faces looked fairer and fatter in flesh than all the boys who had eaten the king's food. 

So Melzar took away their part of the food, and the wine that they were to drink, and gave them vegetables.” 

(Daniel 1:15-16, MKJV)



The prophecy was delivered, and a lesson was imparted. The people under Nebuchadnezzar demonstrated greater receptiveness to instruction than the Israelites during that period, resulting in their benefit.

Daniel endured and overcame numerous perilous situations and challenges throughout King Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, which concluded with the completion of the seventy years prophesied.


“And Daniel continued to the first year of King Cyrus.”

(Daniel 1:21, MKJV)



Subsequent chapters further examine the tests faced by Daniel and his three companions, presenting principles and prophecies relevant to future worshippers of God, including both Israelites and Christians worldwide.

Daniel had several contemporaries, including Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, and Mordecai. As Nebuchadnezzar's siege approached, many Jews fled Israel, while neighboring kings also brought Jews into their kingdoms. These individuals later contributed to the restoration of Jerusalem after the seventy-year exile concluded.
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“And these are the sons of the province who went up out of the captivity, of those who had been exiled, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had exiled to Babylon. And these came again to Jerusalem and Judah, each one to his city. 

These are the ones who came with Zerubbabel: Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, Baanah. This is the number of the men of the people of the sons of Israel:”

(Ezra 2:1-2, MKJV) (Emphasis mine)



Consider the account of Ester, a Jewish woman who became a queen in India:


“And it happened in the days of Ahasuerus (this is the Ahasuerus who reigned from India even to Ethiopia, over a hundred and twenty-seven provinces).”

(Ester 1:1, MKJV) 



After the king's queen was removed for showing disrespect, a search for a new queen commenced, resulting in Esther, a Jewish









d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
The Biblical
imeline

Pieter Voges





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





