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Dedication: 
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For all my nature-loving family and friends who have tromped through the woods with me, sat by the water, and enjoyed God’s beautiful creation. 

The whole earth is filled with awe at your wonders; where morning dawns, where evening fades, you call forth songs of joy.

Psalm 65:8
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Introduction:
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I am in awe of God's creation. As a crafter, I picture God shaping every living thing, from a tiny snail to a great sequoia. Just think how much love went into His creation—God Himself said, "It is good." I get goosebumps when I realize we, the humans He formed from dirt, are good in God's eyes.

Picture Him speaking the glorious natural world into existence, from a magnificent first sunset to a gorgeous sunrise. I wonder if He smiled when the first zebra scampered across the African plains, or the vanilla orchids bloomed in the rain forest. 

The natural world is something to be cherished and protected, because God, our Father, created an incredible place for us to live. 

I don't want to take for granted the zinnias with all the colorful ruffled petals, or the goldfinch who sings all summer. These simple blessings inspire me. 

“Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon, in all his splendor, was dressed like one of these." Luke 12:27

A walk in the woods, a visit to the water's edge, a pause to admire a bloom in the garden, and a moment to listen to the birds' tweets inspired me to pen the devotions in this book. I hope as you read these words, you'll stop and enjoy the great outdoors and enjoy nature as God's gift to us.

As you read and contemplate each devotion, I hope you’re inspired by nature and write your own reflections in a journal or notebook. Use this as a guide to get started on a journey to connect to God through our natural world.
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Day 1

In Relationship With God
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Job 12:7-10
"But ask the animals, and they will teach you,
or the birds in the sky, and they will tell you;
or speak to the earth, and it will teach you,
or let the fish in the sea inform you.
Which of all these does not know
that the hand of the Lord has done this?
In his hand is the life of every creature
and the breath of all mankind."
God's creation amazes me every single day.

When was the last time you...:


❖  stopped to watch a monarch sip nectar from an azalea? 

❖  spotted a yellow finch twitter about the purple thistle as it seeks out food? 

❖  dipped your toes into the waves that carry in shells and sand?

❖  rested in the shade of the maple or oak and enjoyed the comfort of the breeze?

❖  gazed at the stars as they twinkled in the sky?

❖  listened to the robin trill his song?



Every walk in the woods, hike up a trail, and visit to a beach shows me Jehovah, God, the Creator of all things. Even the television shows and books that explain "how things work" in nature amaze and humble me before God. 

Why? Because nature is my "happy place." Please don't take the term "happy place" lightly. In all seriousness, I love that I have a relationship with God that's enriched by His creation. A place where I commune with my Lord and Savior without the noise of this crazy world. The natural world He made with His hands reminds me of God's wisdom and grace, but most of all, His love.

Maybe your kinship with God is strengthened through music or working. Maybe it's writing or playing with children. Maybe you sit in a quiet place and reflect. If you haven't found your connection, begin with prayer. Talk to God and ask Him to show you how your relationship with Him can be enriched. Read the Bible and seek God's wisdom in His word. Find your connection with the One who loves you beyond understanding.

God created each of us to be in relationship with Him because He loves us. 

[image: Shape

Description automatically generated with low confidence]Jot down your observances in nature and your prayers and praises.

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
(qgg%cfmﬂ.s‘acwy Gods
W

' 6/‘6([/7()/1 @u){)fl(ma
-






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image004.jpg
ZN N\
Z==

M¥ Zion Ridge Press
Books Off the Beaten Path





d2d_images/image007.png





