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      Death is frightening,


      and dying just as bad.


      Say what you will,


      we don’t take it well.


      
        
      


      Then how can we live,


      with all that ahead?


      Something must be


      fooling us constantly.


      
        
      


      Our brains are tricked


      so that we don’t believe,


      for whatever reason,


      we won’t go on and on.


      
        
      


      Our thoughts are clouded


      so that we can’t conceive


      the exact process


      that’s waiting for us.


      
        
      


      Or perhaps we think that


      when the moment comes


      someone else will arrive


      to take over—we’ll survive.


      
        
      


      Where logic is concerned,


      we’re all thumbs.


      How couldn’t we know


      we were born to go?
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      They said it was all good,


      the way that things were.


      But you were very young


      and said they were lying.


      
        
      


      They said it was for the best,


      the suffering was all over.


      You were older now and


      the best seemed not very good.


      
        
      


      They said there was nothing


      more they could do for you.


      “Good,” you said, old enough


      to know the way things were.
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      You can use death to


      achieve goals in life.


      For example, you can


      kill people for hire.


      On the other hand,


      you can try to save


      people for hire…


      and get paid whether


      or not they die on you.


      
        
      


      On a larger scale, there’s


      the funeral industry,


      equipment for making war,


      pharmaceutical products


      for keeping us alive,


      safety measures that leave


      you injured but not dead.


      All of these are vital


      goods and services and


      therefore quite lucrative.


      All of them are based


      on death or the threat


      of death—death’s reality.


      
        
      


      The food you need


      so that you don’t starve.


      The very air you breathe


      and the water you drink,


      which need to be held


      to standards of deadliness.


      It costs plenty to keep


      us from killing ourselves


      and in the process


      millions of people gain


      a very comfortable living.


      
        
      


      Despite its drawbacks,


      death can come in handy.


      Sometimes it may even seem


      all the world lives on death.
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