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To my fellow apprentices in Christ who are intentionally living out the vision of God’s Kingdom. 

​
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"We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives," (Colossians 1:9)
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Introduction
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The following Scriptures emphasize the Source of power we shall highlight throughout this book for you.

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  Acts 1:8

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. Romans 15:13

So that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.  1 Corinthians 2:5

For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power.  1 Corinthians 4:20

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  2 Corinthians 12:9

That according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being...  Ephesians 3:16

For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.  2 Timothy 1:7

These three-hundred and sixty-five aspirations were originally published on my radicalinchrist.com blog and are also found in the print version series of book one through three. They are now bundled together in one place for a more convenient read. Each one provides you with a glimpse into the heart of Jesus Christ as the Holy Spirit works to mold us into HIS image. As these lessons have done for me, hopefully, they will also open your eyes and mind to capture God’s vision for your life. 

As you read, ask God to enlighten you further. To make His Kingdom and ways a daily practice. Also, as HE opens doors for you, learn from the experience and teach others.  

Along the way, may your relationship with the Triune God grow deeper and more trustworthy.  You will also find as you grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, your soul will more and more reflect HIM unto eternity.  

My prayer is for Lord Jesus to intercede for you. To have Father God empower HIS Spirit to fully engage with you so you may experience the power of HIS Ways in your daily walk with HIM. 

As always, we are rooting for you in Christ! 




Dr. Mike 



Faith-Integrator, Encourager, Scribbler 
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#1 – Jesus Is Our Reference Point
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"Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me." John 14:6 

––––––––
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Most people quote the above scripture to emphasize that Jesus is the only way to salvation. I rather quote this passage to let people know through Christ we have an abiding relationship with the Creator God. With Jesus as our reference point, life begins to make more sense. As we focus on developing a relationship with the Triune God, the byproduct is salvation. But when people first focus on salvation, the relationship starts from a contractual arrangement. That is how many people may first accept Christ, yet is it the way He mentored?

In today's world, relationships are being torn apart. We see marriage, friendships, and business partnerships emphasize satisfying the self before others. The reference point becomes the self. This of course leads to a world without Godly influence. Without this influence, the reference point becomes a moving target. This is what has happened in our so-called secular world.

Our western world has developed a culture without a reference point. And without a reference point, wise decisions become a hit and miss. The spread of relative morals has likewise produced a foolhardy culture. Again, without a reference point for logical decision making, anything goes. By throwing the Triune God away from the public arena, God is being cancelled. We witness youth and adults question the value of God through the reality of the world around them. Life becomes meaningless. Their questions are unanswered. What good is it to have a relationship with a living God if they don't understand HIS purpose for them?

When people don't have a reference point to refer too, anything goes. History demonstrates over and over again what becomes of a people who forget God. When Jesus said He is the way, life, and truth, He summarized what He brings to the table for humanity. To follow Him, one gains the real treasures of life and builds on the foundation of reality. When He becomes your reference point, your life becomes more purposeful and meaningful. Your ideas, values, and decisions have a measuring stick to weigh outcomes against. You have a mentor, hero, and teacher to show you how to succeed in relationships. Someone to teach you how to flourish in business. Someone to coach you to better manage your personal agendas without fear of tomorrow. 

When Jesus is your reference point, you read the Bible hungry. You are thirsty to learn everything you can about Him. You align His plans with your goals. You imitate His method of operation. You want to understand His Kingdom, His Church, and His Work. Over time you learn to appreciate everything He has done, is doing, and will be doing. You realize it takes time to build a relationship to know Him, walk with Him, and talk with Him. You realize how blessed you are to have Him as your reference point. Whether heaven arrives tomorrow or not, all you know is that heaven is now when you are engaged with life in Christ. 

So, ask yourself, which way would you prefer to live? With moving and uncertain world standards or with meaning and purpose in Christ?
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#2 – A Mirror Image of Jesus
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“And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.”  2 Corinthians 3:18 

––––––––
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In Jesus' time, people knew you were a Jew because you kept the law.  A visible part of that law was the keeping of the seventh day Sabbath.  As a Christ-follower, our sign to the world is not how well we keep the law but how well is Christ formed in us.

What advertises us to the world is a way of life rooted and built on the foundation of Jesus Christ. This life is expressed through the power and love of the Holy Spirit.  When people see something different in us, that difference is the heart, mind, and soul of God. 
In our relationship with our Heavenly Dad, iron sharpens iron. Our Triune God's influence in our life is changing us to reflect His glory, love, and nature before others.  If we are an authentic disciple of Jesus, then isn't Jesus living in us and expressing Himself through us?

When Jesus sees us, isn't our hope and vision that He sees a mirror image of Himself?  Though most of us would have to admit that is not always true of us.  Aren't there many times a day when the mirror becomes gray, cloudy, and difficult to see?  Like many of the saints before us, isn't it a daily discipline to keep the mirror clean?  What we find works best is to keep our daily focus on strengthening our relationship with the Triune God.

One of the best analogies is the relationship with our spouse.  It started the day I was infatuated with her. It became public knowledge the day we married. From the day we married till today, our love has grown deeper and our relationship stronger. But it didn't happen via fiat.  Our relationship grew because we both focused on the disciplines to make it happen. The relationship is important for us. Thus, we invest the time in nurturing and enjoying each other's companionship.
Isn't this likewise with God? 
He grabbed our attention. He led us to our Lord Jesus. He introduced us to the Holy Spirit. Life has since been one infatuated, passionate journey of discovery and relationship-building. 
Just like we will not harm the relationship with our spouse, the same is true with our Eternal Partner.  We work hard to strengthen our marriage relationship. We also invest energy to improve our heavenly relationship. It takes time and priority to build a strong marriage. It even takes more time and priority to build a strong relationship with our Invisible God.
Our daily goal is that nothing comes before or between our relationship with each other. When Jesus returns, doesn't our heart, mind, and ears desire to hear His words, "Well done my faithful servant."  Until then, we lift our banner as high as we are capable each day.  For our banner is Jesus Christ expressing Himself in us and through us each day.  Like Paul wrote in the book of Galatians, ''I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me."  And with that we say Amen.
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#3 - How Can You Best Serve God?
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“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon [money, possessions, fame, status, or whatever is valued more than the Lord].”  Matthew 6:24 (AMP)

––––––––
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Everyone has a master. This may be shocking for those who live in the “free world.” For many boasts of their independence and freedom. Yet even in the countries of northern America or western Europe every person has a master. Most often their master is not the governmental system or leader but themselves.

The truth be told each one of us serves our passions and dreams and desires rather than someone else’s dictates. Yet Jesus himself states that a person cannot serve two masters. One will be better served than the other. So how do you know you are serving your Lord rather than yourself?

First there are those who serve Jesus for their own self-centered purpose. Generally, they want something and believe if they serve Jesus, he will grant them their wish. Then there are those who have emptied themselves from personal ambition. They truly find joy serving Jesus without a personal agenda. These are the ones who have matured through life. They realize the relationship with God is more valuable than any personal goal.

The first group looks for ways to “buy” God through favors by servicing others. The second group builds a relationship with God to become more aware of His presence. Then they join him with their hands and feet in serving others. Many time they don’t even know what they are doing and the impact their service for others mean. They are only grateful and appreciative for the opportunity to work along their Master.

Typically, the second group doesn’t look for extra work to perform for God. Instead, they know God is already involved in the work they do. Their service is to perform their daily routine for God’s glory. A mother or father caring for their children are already glorifying God. They do so through their loving responsibility for their children. The receptionist in the office is already serving God. They are being a joyful representative of His kingdom with everyone they meet. Likewise, the mechanic repairing the client’s automobile as if it was his own. They are being truthful and fair in the exceptional work they perform. They are already serving God by witnessing His values before others.
The list is endless. We serve God best by doing what we do every day for His glory. When we exercise the gifts he has bestowed upon us into good, productive work, HE is lifted up. When we perform our service for others in a saintly manner, HE is honored. When we are transparent and caring for the well-being of others, HE is recognized. 
You are being a profitable servant in your daily routines. You are introducing God’s kingdom to the people around you. You are representing King Jesus as His faithful witness to others. This is one of the best ways to serve our God. 
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#4 - Where is God's Domain?
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And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me”. Matt. 28:18

––––––––
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One of my disciplines is to read through the Bible each year. Some years though it may take longer than others. It depends on what concepts and verses jump out at me. I'm always amazed to discover something new about God or myself in the process each year.

This past year we read the New Testament from a Greek Lexicon.  The Scriptures contain the precise translation of each word in English.  In the Book of Matthew, I was surprised to notice the Greek translation "Kingdom of Heaven" was written as "Kingdom of Heavens."  The difference of course is the Bible denotes three definitions for heaven. The first is the eternal habitat of God.  The second is the sky above the earth.  The third is the universal body of stars and planets that surrounds the earth.  Why does this matter?

The English translation of "heaven" implies God's government is only effective in his eternal habitat.  The Greek manuscript's version "heavens” reinforces God's domain includes all three heavens. A larger domain than just the heaven that is God's abode.  Whatever its worth, it reminds us the Bible was not originally written in English. It requires us to do some homework before we accept what is written.  This is why it is good to have various translations to provide us with a more complete picture of the author's intent and message.

So next time when we read Matthew's gospel, remember God's kingdom and domain includes the entire heaven, earth, and universe.  But then again, you probably already knew that.
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#5 - Less Self, More God & Others
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“Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves...”  Philippians 2:3

––––––––
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Being selfless isn’t reducing your worth as a human being. You are created in the image of God and your worth is hidden in Jesus Christ. You are priceless in God’s eyes. You are worth more than you even imagine. Your worth isn’t measured by what or how you do something; your value is in what Jesus has done, is doing, and yet will do.

Yet, we are instructed to focus our minds to look at others as more important than ourselves. What does that mean?

First being selfless doesn’t mean you think you are less important than others. It means you simply spend less time thinking about yourself and your needs. Instead, you invest more time thinking how you may better serve others.

The best decisions you make will be a win-win-win scenario. First you will follow God’s lead and Will. Then you will want what is best for the other person. Last but not least, you will also want what is best for yourself. There most likely will be compromise. But, the end result will generally be fruitful for everyone involved. Sometimes one side must sacrifice more than the other. But when God is in the picture, sacrificial love is His specialty. And he has a way of rewarding us in serving with Him as He works in the lives of others.

In this world economy, many people have a limited pie view. They don’t understand God’s economy of multiplication. Jesus took five loaves and two fish to feed 5,000. He directed Peter and his fishing team where to find a large spool of fish that almost flooded the boat. He also fed millions of people during the Exodus where no grocery store was to be found in the area. When serving others, we know we are being held in His Grip. Though we may fall occasionally and be hurt, we also know he is always there to walk us through the situation.

Humility is simply knowing God and the value HE places on all people. This includes you and everyone you meet. Like Jesus, we wash the feet of others because that is the way of God. Our value is in Him. From that perspective, whatever he did and does is what we do. He emptied himself to become human and full of the Holy Spirit. We try to do and be likewise. As we empty ourselves, He makes his home in us and fills us with Himself, the Holy Spirit, and our Father God.

His Kingdom is built on service for others through Him by you. A threefold cord that works wonders in every aspect of life.
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#6 - Build Strengths, Compliment Weaknesses
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"So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand." Isaiah 41:10

––––––––
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When your performance doesn't measure up to expectations, what do you change? Do you focus on fixing your weaknesses rather than improving your strengths. Good coaches help you to operate around your strengths and compliment your weaknesses.

We see this in sports. Take football as an example. This year, the Cleveland Brown's offense operates on the quarterback's strength.  The quarterback, Brian Hoyer's strength is the mid-to-long ball arena. So, the team plays a horizontal game. Here Brian is throwing down field rather than short routes. The short game is his weakness. The long game is his strength. The outcome is Mr. Hoyer leads all quarterbacks in long throw performance ratings. As a result, the Cleveland Browns are in serious contention for a playoff spot. No one gave them a chance in the beginning of the year.

The same is true in business. Almost every single new successful business is built around the entrepreneur's strengths. When the owner starts to deviate away from their core strength, the business starts to falter. The process is usually slow because the owner is trying to save money by doing it herself.  The problem is it takes him twice as long to complete the job than someone else whose strength is a perfect match. We see this when a business succeeds on the sales skills of an owner. When he also tries to keep the company books, he is travelling outside his area of expertise. Yes, he may save a few dollars in the short term. But in the long term he is losing opportunities to sell. And sales are how the company became successful in the first place.

This is also true in leadership. Abraham Lincoln is a good example of someone who understood this principle. When he was elected President, he surrounded himself with the best people knowledgeable in their field of specialty.  His cabinet consisted of "political enemies" and "self-seeking" businessmen.  He knew his strength was his gift of discernment and communications. Thus, he exercised his primary strength and complimented his weaknesses. He surrounded himself with people to compliment his shortcomings. Most novice leaders surround themselves with like-minded people. President Lincoln was not a novice. He accepted the confrontations and egos. This was the way to provide him with the best support to effectively lead the country.

As disciples, we likewise need to learn to build our lives on our primary strengths. That means the foundation of Jesus Christ is first planted in our life. That we know His Word and enthusiastically follow His Spirit. We accept the natural gifts God has bestowed upon us. Then find ways to express them for God's glory and the sake of others. We also realize our shortcomings. So, we surround ourselves with people and boundaries that compliment us. We also always lean on our primary Strength, the Triune God. From HIM, we learn to integrate and grow God's Kingdom through our work, family, and other pursuits.

Life in Christ is most enjoyable when our God-given strengths are employed. There is great joy to work with others advancing His plans. Times like this we experience being fully human. We revert to God's original intended when HE created humankind. When God's Spirit merges with our soul, God's new creation becomes a reality in our world today. 

Build Strengths. Compliment Weaknesses. A proven principle that works!
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#7 – Difference Between Your Roles and Identity
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“If the axe is dull and he does not sharpen its edge, then he must exert more strength. Wisdom has the advantage of giving success.”  Ecclesiastes 10:10

––––––––
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There is one habit successful people all learn. The trait to convert failure into success. Many people are like an old ax with a dull blade. They continue to exert more physical energy in its use rather than employ sound wisdom. They mimic the person who keeps trying to mop up the water in the bathroom without first turning off the faucet. They work harder rather than smarter. But sound wisdom is available for those who are tired of continually falling short of the mark.

To pursue any type of success without setbacks is like running a marathon without oxygen. Life is not designed that way. The quicker one learns to turn lemons into lemonade, the more enjoyable life will become.

First failure is in the eye of the beholder. Thomas Edison failed over two thousand times to find the perfect filament for the light bulb. That is how an outsider viewed the situation. But, Mr. Edison himself viewed each test as one step to eliminate what doesn’t work.
There is one good reason people are able to manage failure. It is the ability to separate their identity from their daily roles. Us humans are made in the image of our Creator. We are a child of the same God who holds the universe together. We are also held in the grip of Jesus Christ. We were made to be morph into his image. You have an eternal identity which no failure nor person can remove. 
But when your identity is found in anything else, you have made an idol. In due time, your idol will come crumbling down. It does not matter how good it may look or be. 
The goal is to separate your identity from your roles in life. Then you will find it easier to evaluate the situation. You will separate your emotional plugs and come up with more reasonable solutions. But when you use your role as your identity cup, that cup will leave you empty when the role is over. Roles come and go but your identity in Christ remains forever.
You see this all the time. The person whose career is over becomes lost because their identity was buried in their work. The mother whose identity is in her children becomes lost when the children leave home. The teenager whose identity is found with friends becomes lost if not accepted by his peers. The athlete whose identity is found on the football field becomes lost when he is discarded. 
When you know who you are in Christ though, then each role you accept becomes a learning process. The means of developing the necessary skills needed to succeed in that role. No matter how well you succeed or fail to succeed, you are only defining your ability to manage that role. Your identity in Christ doesn’t change. Yes, you may be a lousy waitress, but you are an awesome child of God. Yes, you may be a lousy ballplayer, but you can improve by sharpening the necessary skills. The same with any role you have chosen to pursue.
Of course, there is an easier route. Build your role upon the God-given gifts and natural abilities given. Align them with the people you want to serve. Where these qualities intersect with your interest is your sweet spot. Then exercise motivation and hard work to develop the necessary skills. You may not become the #1 rated person in your industry, but you will be highly respected for what and how you do it.

So, the next time you find yourself short of your mark, thank God. Thank HIM for the opportunity you have been given. Then find yourself a mentor. Identify your strengths and weaknesses. Build on your strengths. Complement your weaknesses. Establish your goals. Start your journey. Remember, failure only sets the bar for you to discover what you need to change. Learn, integrate, and grow to become more effective in the role you are working through.

Don’t confuse your identity with your role. Master your role. Keep centered in your identity. Then failure is only a holding pattern in a learning process of improving your role.
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#8 - God Is Working Everything for Your Good
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“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.”  Romans 8:28

––––––––
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How do you define good? When do you determine something is either good or bad?

If life throws a curve ball at you when you were expecting a fast ball, was that a good pitch or not? Don’t our shortsighted expectations sometimes blind us to reality?

Generally, we believe something is good almost immediately after its impact. For example, when we slam on our brakes at the last second to avoid a serious head-on-accident by inches. Or when we are looking for a job. Then one comes from nowhere. An offer with a higher salary and responsibilities than you ever imagined. Or when you feel a lump on your breast and receive that phone call from your doctor acknowledging it is benign.

All these events end with immediate good news.

Yes, the news is good. And for the minute we celebrate. Yet what about those times when the events stink.

When your fiancée breaks up with you one week before the wedding.

When your tire goes flat ten minutes away from an important interview for the job of your dreams.

When the candidate you lobbied for and voted for fails to win the election.

At times like this you feel your world has come to an end. You are disappointed and maybe even angry at God for not protecting you from such “harm.” But are these events necessary “bad.” Or are they temporary, eye-opening moments to refocus our attention on the God of the universe. HE who is constantly working for every person’s best; even when they don’t want it.

Your trust in God will be challenged by the unpleasant events in your life. Yet you will come to know him more intimately and personally as you place your undivided trust in Him. Whether you are thrown into a fiery pit. Whether you stand before a large army attacking your front and a large lake blocks your retreat. Or your nine-foot goliath stands in front of you with heavy military armor and you only have a sling shot. Your immediate response may be “this isn’t good.” Yet, you will recall all the times your God intervene and the outcome was better than you could ever expect. Or the times you may have suffered for years. But in hindsight you realize those "bad" years were the best time of spiritual growth. You invested greater time in your interpersonal relationship with your Heavenly Father.
One day we come to realize no matter what happens in life, God is always at work for your good and mine. Sometimes we have to wait longer than desired. Yet other times He delivers before we even know what happened.
God is good. All the time. Sometimes it takes time to realize the goodness of the situation.
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#9 - Love Has No Agenda
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"It(love) does not insist on its own way" I Corinthians 13:5 

––––––––
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Love is one of those words that has become cheaper through cultural opinion. Ask for a definition, and you will probably receive a multitude of answers. In today's culture, it means different things for different folks.

For teenagers, it is the emotional tie that binds two people together until the feeling goes away. For newlyweds, it is the blindness that denies the imperfection of the other. For testosterone husbands, it is the words for a sexual encounter. For manipulative wives, it is the means to get what they may want.

Yet Paul writes that love is not something we get, but give.

Jesus gives us the perfect example of what love means in a very practical everyday way. To sacrifice the self for the sake of the other is love demonstrated. It is giving the self for the sake of others. It is not giving so others may agree with you. It is not giving so others do something for you. It is not giving so you may benefit from it at all. In fact, it may hurt to give. It may cost you your job. It may cost you a relationship. It may cost you your life.

Your response measures the love you have to give. It is what Jesus did for us. He set the example. He chose to empty his eternal habitat so he could walk among us. He gave himself as a sacrifice, so we can enter his eternal home.

We can either love or deny what it truly means from his context. So, the next time you let someone know you love them, what are you going to sacrifice? Are you willing to give your time, money, and life for them without any expectations in return? Whatever your response, you now know what God knows about us. And even knowing this, He still unconditionally loves you and me.

He loves us whether we choose to follow him. Yes, he wants us to respond to him in a favorable way. Yet if we do not, he still loves us. We may suffer the consequences of our rebellious attitude. Yet our response doesn't stop Him from loving us. We may suffer from our stupidity. But He remains steadfast in His love for us. Isn't that the Christ-like love we need to display?
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#10 – Favor of the Lord
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“In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be.  And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.”  Luke 1:26-31

––––––––
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Sometimes we hold unto blissful expectations which soon become painful disappointments. Take the concept of wanting to experience the favor of the Lord. Most humans would desire the favor of the Lord. We picture ourselves sitting on a royal chair with subjects. Enjoying a life of ease and comfort. All our desires satisfied. Yet reality speaks differently as Jesus’ mother Mary experienced through her life.

Yes, she was favored by the Lord to be the birth mother of the Son of God. But life wasn’t a bowl of peaches because of it. Think of all she had to endure through the process?

She was a pregnant unmarried woman living in a small village. Generally, in small towns everybody knows everyone else’s business. Per the old Jewish oracles, a woman without a husband and pregnant was to be stoned to death. How favored of a life is it to live under a death threat? Where you are living out each day hiding your condition from those around you? Your parents, siblings, and neighbors ready to condemn you to death. What about spending the last month of your pregnancy riding a donkey and walking every day? She and Joseph travelled for 80 miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem to take part in a census. Then to give birth in a non-sanitized environment without support of family. Is this the favored life?

To be favored by God is a blessing. You know He has your back. But the process of every day challenges and threats still remain. To be favored by God is an adventurous life and not necessarily a safe one. Yet to know you are being held in His Grip through all the ups and downs life throws your way is a blessing. For HE is a comfort to the soul.

Even with suffering or pain that comes our way, I rather be favored by God than not. How about you?
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#11 - What is God’s Greatest Expression of His Love?
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“Who is the man who desires life and loves length of days that he may see good?”  Psalm 34:12

––––––––
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Life. God created you for eternal habitation with Him. Without life you wouldn’t know God, family, nor anything. You wouldn’t exist. In my opinion, Life is God’s greatest expression of His Love. He created the universe to be inhabited. He created earth to be inhabited with humans. His desire is for humanity to share in His life. Everything created by Him is love being fulfilled. Without life, there is no experience of love, God, nor anything.

Even when humanity rebelled against Him, He intervened. He elected Himself as an atoning sacrifice. Jesus Christ is God’s continual expression of his love for us. God came in flesh to experience life in human skin.  He now has a better understanding of you and me because he lived it out. Christ’s entire life was lived out so you and I could see how life is meant to be lived. His life, death, and resurrection culminated into our relationship being restored with God.

Life comes only from life. Science has not yet discovered the missing link where matter becomes life. Even they acknowledge that life is born only from a living entity. As the Book of Genesis stated, God breathed into man and he became a living soul. As physical life only comes from physical life, eternal life only comes from eternal life. As Jesus stated to Nicodemus, one must be born again by the Spirit. Life comes from life.

God’s greatest gift to humanity is life. He created physical life with people with free-will because He wanted to share his life and love with each of us. But relationship is a two-way street. It takes two to tango. God freely gives us life and waits to see if we want to share life with Him. For those who do, eternal life awaits them. For those who do not want to be in relationship with Him, he will oblige. Hopefully, you have come to a point in your world where God’s love wins you over. For after you have a small taste of His love and life, you can’t live without. He is Love and Life in one.
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#12 – You Are Included
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“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God...”  Ephesians 2:8

––––––––
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One difference between mainline Christian denominations is understanding when you are saved

Arminianism theology believes you are saved when you make the election to choose God. Calvinism theology believes God has already predetermined your life’s final destination. Then Trinitarian theology believes God has already chosen you. But you need to exercise faith to experience the fruit of salvation.

I find adoption theology gives a good example of explaining the differences.
Under adoption theology, God through Christ has adopted humanity. This through HIS life, death, and resurrection. Just like a parent adopts a child into the family fold, God has adopted humanity into the family circle. 

The child either accepts their position as a new family member, or not. Upon acceptance they become engaged with the family culture. The child is already included within the family whether they accept their role or not. Their actions are either to accept the family or rebel. When they accept, they enjoy the fruit of family living. If they rebel, they still are a family member. But lost from sharing life with the family and the family treasures.

Arminianism theology teaches that the child selects the parent for adoption. You are not included in the family until you decide to make it so. The parent only offers adoption, and the child is the one who legally binds the offer. The weight is on the child choosing to be adopted or not.
Calvinism theology teaches that God has adopted some and has not adopted others. Some will experience eternity with God and others are predestinated for eternal lost. As a child, you have to figure out whether you are included or excluded from God’s family.
My bias is toward Trinitarian theology. Salvation is what Jesus accomplished and not what we make happen. Salvation is more about a familial relationship with the living God. Salvation is not a business transaction. 
There are those who treat salvation as something you earn by achieving a goal. Others think salvation is keeping score of good behavior. Then some count their noble actions toward others. 
Salvation is about being included within the Eternal God’s circle of Father-Son-Spirit. When you realize this, salvation changes your perspective of God, family, and life.
Paul writes that God chose humanity before the foundation of the world. The purpose is to become his children (Eph. 1-4-5). When Christ rose from the dead, he not only defeated death for himself, but included all humanity with him. Our home is with him. You cannot be lost unless you already have a home. Those who don’t truly know Jesus Christ yet have a home waiting for them. They have already been adopted into the family but don’t realize the riches that await them.  When they accept Jesus and His lordship, life changes. They become engaged in the Family business and enjoy the fruit of God’s redemptive plan. 

But some will continue to rebel against participating in God’s family endeavors. Their choice is not to be engaged with Christ. Then there will be unpleasant consequences; including the loss of everlasting life.

Our choice is not whether we want to be adopted. Our choice is whether we want to accept our position within the family. Whether we want to participate in God’s family business. You are already included. The question then becomes, what are you going to do about it?
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#13 - God’s Purpose For You
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“My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you”  Galatians 4:19

––––––––
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Whenever another message is preached that God has a plan for you, I cringe. Most often, not always, but most often the message comes across that you are unique (true). You have one specific life role God designed you for (maybe). If you dream it, it must be from God (maybe). And your earthly destiny is already planned out (ouch).

Now we could discuss free-will and predestination, but will not. That is a never-ending discussion subject to your preliminary worldview. But we will agree that God does have a plan for your life. It involves every aspect of your goals, dreams, passion, and purpose. That goal is to form Christ in you!

These Scriptures record the apostle’s Paul emphasis on Christ being formed in you. Galatians 2:20, Ephesians 3:14:19, Ephesians 4:11-19, Philippians 3:21, and Colossians 1:28. 

So, have you already submitted yourself under Christ's authority? If so, then HE will continue to transform your character through the Holy Spirit. This allows you to pursue the goals, dreams, and passions you desire as long as healthy morals are in play. 

When you live in the center of God’s Will, rarely will your choice be predetermined rebellion against Him. Instead, your options are like Adam and Eve’s. How many trees were available for them to focus their attention on? Wasn’t the tree of life also in the garden with the tree of knowledge of good and evil? So, why did they select the one God told them not too? Life choices are many. But as long as you hold unto the One Who Is the Source of Life, you will be OK. God’s plan is to bring you unto maturity in Christ.

The God we serve is so much larger than you and I can ever phantom. He allows us to exercise free-will. As we do, He continues the process of changing us. From a self-centered, self-ruled person to a Christ-centered, spirit-led adopted child of His.
If fact, the more Christ is formed in you, the more options come your way. You come to realize there isn’t one physical goal, one dream, or one passion with your name on it. Instead, you have the entire galaxy at your disposal. Only our limited thinking narrows the possibilities in front of us. Our doubtful trust in God, fear of failure, and shortsightedness are our roadblocks. 
God’s desire is to develop your leadership skills. To live out HIS Kingdom-centered values. To partner with Jesus Christ via the Holy Spirit. To mature you in Him. To exercise personal judgement. To gather counsel from your elders that know you. To discover and choose the path your passion, talents, and love for others lead you. You can be assured God is always with you. HE will continue to form you in the image of His Son along the way.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

#14 - Jesus’ Priority for Daily Living
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‘Our Father who is in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
‘Your kingdom come.
Your will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
‘Give us this day our daily bread.
‘And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
‘And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.’ Matt 6:9-13

––––––––
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We can view Jesus’ priority of values by viewing the prayer he taught his students. Today we classify this prayer as The Lord’s Prayer.  When you study this prayer, you notice the hierarchy of values Jesus places on each request. Each request identifies an important value for living. Also, they move from the highest to the lowest of importance.

First, HE identifies we are all together on this life voyage by recognizing God as Father of us all. Translation: life is a team sport and God is the owner and coach.

Secondly, HE gives great respect and tribute to God for who He IS and what His name signifies. Translation: God is creator and humanity is his creation – acknowledge it and live it out.

The third point Jesus emphasizes is God’s Kingdom coming to earth. Translation: His message to earth’s inhabitants is the reign of God’s Kingdom being restored on earth. So, get on board. His government rules through the souls of his subjects. They execute his decrees from a servant’s heart.

The fourth point highlights the importance of maintaining the attitude of a servant. To follow the desires and wishes of his master. Translation: the emphasis is for you to do whatever you do God’s way and place your desires and wishes behind His. You are a servant of the Lord for the sake of others.

The next point highlights how Jesus places importance of colonizing earth. We are not to wait until we are all in heaven, but focus on bringing the richness of heaven to earth today. Translation: your everyday mission is to colonize earth.

After focusing on God’s priorities, Jesus then places the need of physical necessities. Translation: we all need food, clothing, and shelter. Since God created all the resources at our disposal, HE can also lead us to them.

Then his emphasis is on relationships. Translation: we mend relationships by forgiving others. Through forgiveness, we learn humility and love for God, others and ourselves.

Next, he acknowledges the struggle of temptations. These may turn into a sorry state of affairs IF not defeated. Translation: be not blind to the strength of sin’s influence. Proactively keep asking for help to keep these battles far from us and minimal in quantity.

He also acknowledges the evil around us. Translation: this alone should prompt us to keep in close contact with Him who can help us in times of trouble.

And lastly, HE closes where he began. By acknowledging God is here forever and His kingdom is forever, and His rule is forever, and His fame is forever. Translation: HE is the One who needs to remain the center of everything we think, do, and want to be. Life is His story being played out through humanity.

Final thought: Jesus taught this prayer to highlight the important priorities of God. Is it possible the needs of mankind work hand-in-hand with His ultimate plan for humanity?
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#15 – What New Creation?
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"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come." 2 Corinthians 5:17

––––––––
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Do we understand what the new creation is all about? When we look at ourselves in the mirror of Jesus, do we recognize a new creation? How does the new creation come about?

Most of us don't get into the details of life in Christ. We just accept what we read or hear. Yet some of us want to know more. We desire to know the heart of God. We thirst to understand His purpose. We hunger for the wisdom to express God's character wherever we go.

When Jesus died, resurrected, and ascended into heaven, HE became the first born of a new creation. The first man to morph into a heavenly being. His physical flesh changed into a spiritual entity. A person with the ability to eat physical food and also walk through physical doors. He was the first of many who are yet waiting for their resurrection.

Today we only capture a glimpse of that reality through marriage. The marriage institute of man and woman pictures the relationship of a new creation. As Jesus mentioned in Scripture (Mt. 19:5), a man leaves his parents and clings to his wife - where the two become one flesh. A healthy marriage is when both the man and woman live life sacrificing the self. They give 100% for the other with the purpose of creating a new entity. Two people operating
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