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I was going down the hill towards Chiama River with Grandpop’s herd on my way to the pastures. It was a cold July morning but I had put on my faded jeans jacket because – I admitted to myself – because there was a girl I wanted to impress. Her name was Wango and I confess I had a crush on her. She was a daughter of a teacher who lived in the small staff quarter at the primary school where the grazing fields were. Ali Geita liked the girl too but she did not like him. Instead, she had looked quite impressed by my Reebok sneakers. I did not like Ali Geita very much. Both of us were like the cat and the mouse. Therefore, I felt that if the girl turned her attention to me, I would bring Ali Geita down a peg or two. Even so, I was a little hesitant to admit I had a crush on her.

Ahead of me, the road curved in a tight arc then led to the bridge. For some reason, Grandpop’s donkey had refused to join the other animals. He stuck by my side, looking up at my face every once in a while as if he expected me to make conversation – to talk to him. He must have mistaken me for Balaam! That guy in the bible remember? And then, wonder of all wonders, the donkey talked!

‘I tell you Jimmy you are soon coming to a very bad end,’ he said dilating his pink-grey, extra-large nostrils, lifting his upper lip scornfully to stress the point. ‘The way you are going on and on like a famous town boy in the countryside, you think anybody is amused?’

The only donkey that had been known to talk was Balaam’s in the bible. Grammy had reminded me that enough times. For some reason I could not remember the donkey’s name. I looked at him.

‘Look here donkey,’ I sneered at him, ‘I’m not sure what you’re playing at but you and I can’t converse. You can see very well that I am not a donkey like you!’

‘So why are you talking to me?’ he asked.

He looked straight at me and dilated his large eyes, then flapped his ears nosily. I paused and turned to him. 

‘Go away donkey. I strongly advise you to go home. On the other hand, go tether yourself by your smelly patch near the gate. You know where don’t you? I do not even know why you are following me. You do not even eat grass like a normal animal. Why am I even talking to you anyway?’

‘Don’t insult me Jimmy!’ the donkey smirked. ‘You know very well what I can do with my feet if you insist on insulting me!’

‘I know very well what you can do donkey,’ I sneered back at him. ‘But not with your feet. Rather with that factory inside you, that produces ammonia. Why is it that nobody has thought of taking you to Trickah’s industrial area to make you more useful there?’

‘C-mon Jimmy. Why do you talk to a poor donkey like that? I am only trying to be friendly you know. Soon you will find that donkey is the only friend you have and you will come crawling and crying to me. And that time I won’t be there for you. Not for a stupid town boy who thinks the world begins and ends with his stupid sneakers anyway.’

Camry, I now remembered his name, walked away swinging his hips like a proud girl.

‘And you want me to make friends with a stupid donkey? Go on. Get out of here at once and take your ammonia factory where it can be of better use!’

The donkey stopped a little distance away and turned back to me. He walked patiently towards me and stopped right in front of me. He looked down at me peeling back his flappy lips to reveal long curved yellow teeth. His mouth itself smelt of an ammonia factory. 

‘Are you sure you want to see me more useful? Are you begging me to show you just what my acid can do? Are you?’

‘You can do what you please with your acid, your smelly factory and all Camry. I am not afraid of you. Why am I talking to a foolish donkey anyway?’

‘Are you daring me Jimmy? You want to see what my acid can really do?’

Without warning, Camry bit at my jeans jacket and tagged at it with his long yellow teeth. He caught one corner of the jacket in his mouth and started chewing with gusto. That corner slowly started turning green. The green extended quickly to the rest of the jacket and 
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I was soon covered in a smelly green jacket dripping with Camry’s smelly acid. The acid started irritating my skin and I started scratching every inch of my body. The itch was so bad that I was soon jumping up and down with the need to scratch every part of me. Camry stepped back and gave a loud, wild heehaw. He then stood on his hind legs, danced his front legs in the air in glee, then took to the air  as if he was pulling Elijah’s chariot in the bible.

Up in the air, Camry turned into a gargantuan bat and looked down at me as if he was preparing to swoop like an eagle. I was transfixed to the ground. Besides, the green jacket had somehow turned into my Grammy’s sweater of many colours, which she had been making for me in readiness for school. I hated it with a passion. I had actually hidden it twice to discourage her effort and set myself free but Grammy is as wise as an owl. And I am not very good at hiding things.

Camry came down swooping at me flapping
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