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Preface

The Atlantic world is a concept used by historians to describe how the peoples of the four Atlantic-facing continents—Europe, Africa, North America, and South America—became increasingly connected following the opening of sustained, regular contact between them in the fifteenth century. The possible connections among people runs the gamut of human experiences: exploration and conquest; trade and commerce; migration, both voluntary and forced; the growth of new ideas, identities, politics, religions, and cultures; the introduction of new plants, animals, and diseases; the circulation of information, money, and credit; and the intermingling of peoples bringing forth new children, new families, and new peoples bridging multiple worlds.

Given the scale of Atlantic history, the present work is necessarily selective rather than exhaustive. It emphasizes on important individuals, the men and women who connected empires and nations, and who drove the events that brought different Atlantic regions together. The Encyclopedia of the Atlantic World 1400–1900: Europe, Africa, and the Americas in an Age of Exploration, Trade, and Empires highlights important groups, stepping back from the individual to show how peoples have developed over time as they come in contact with others, often different from themselves. This two-volume work also looks at the important ideas, objects, and commodities that circulated through the Atlantic world, changing the lives of people who themselves never left home. Important events are not neglected; they show history happening and Atlantic relations changing as a result of how events, always contingent, turned out. Important places feature prominently in the encyclopedia. Geography is vital to understanding how a broad complex like the Atlantic world worked in practice. Finally, the encyclopedia discusses concepts, such as the Black Atlantic, that scholars of Atlantic history confront in their work.

The Atlantic world is defined by motion, how ideas, people, plants, animals, diseases, and objects moved from one place, one continent, to another. In some cases, the movement is easy to see. The slave trade, for example, forcibly removed people from Africa, reduced them to a commodity, and transported them to the Americas, where they were sold and compelled to labor in the production of crops that would then be harvested, processed, and transported to markets far away. From the Europeans, financing the slave voyages and sailing the ships; to the African slave dealers selling humans into bondage to the slave markets of the Americas; to the fields of Brazil, Haiti, and Virginia and everywhere in between; to stalls of traders of tobacco, sugar, coffee, and rum, in the Americas and beyond; to the European counting houses where the revenue and costs and the total return on investment was calculated—the slave trade knitted together every corner of the Atlantic world.

In other cases, however, the movement from place to place is harder to see. The Protestant Reformation, for example, was a European event. But its consequences were far reaching, structuring the way European empires competed with each other for colonies in the New World, shaping the experience of people, from the Puritans to the Jesuits—who migrated to the Americas for religious reasons—and changing the lives of Natives and Africans who encountered Christianity in the New World.

Historians need to periodize their works, to choose a beginning and an end, conscious though they are that all beginning and ending dates are, at some level, arbitrary. History always has an antecedent; history always has consequences. Scholars of the Atlantic world generally agree on a starting point: the fifteenth century. After all, the voyage of Christopher Columbus began the process of encounter across the Atlantic in its many varieties. Columbus, though most famous, was not the first to voyage out across the ocean. He was not even first to reach the Americas, the Vikings having preceded him to North America. Similarly, Europeans had begun pushing to the south earlier in the fifteenth century, with Portugal achieving significant breakthroughs in contacting lands along the African coast on the way to finding a water route to India. The encyclopedia thus starts in 1400 to capture the first moves in the Atlantic world, the moves that allowed Columbus to make his world changing discovery in 1492. What is more, a few entries push the chronology back even further, to show developments shaping how Europeans, Native Americans, and Africans would act once they came in contact with each other.

Atlantic scholars have less agreement on an endpoint for Atlantic history. Most often, they choose the early nineteenth century. In this view, the Age of Revolution, ranging from the American Revolution of the late eighteenth century to the Latin American Wars of Independence of the early nineteenth century, marked a decisive change in Atlantic relations. The Atlantic world was a world brought together by the drive for empire as European powers brought more and more territory under their sway. The revolutions, however, struck against empire. Colonies became independent. The ties that had bound Europe to the Americas unraveled. It is a strong argument. Nevertheless, other connections, beyond imperial ones, persisted in the Atlantic world, surviving the independence of former colonies. To take the most obvious example, slavery—a cornerstone of the Atlantic world—persisted long into the nineteenth century. Slavery was abolished by the United States in 1865, by Puerto Rico in 1873, by Cuba in 1886, and by Brazil in 1888; more than 60 years after Brazil achieved its independence from Portugal. The Encyclopedia of the Atlantic World embraces the broader approach to the chronology of the Atlantic world. It includes entries on topics throughout the nineteenth century, with a few looking ahead to the twentieth century and making connections to our world today.

Including 220 entries, the Encyclopedia of the Atlantic World also offers student and interested nonspecialist readers a detailed Introduction to Atlantic history between 1400 and 1900, a useful Select Bibliography, a Chronology, and a Guide to Related Topics that breaks entries down in broad categories. All entries include See also cross-references to related topics, and many entries also include sidebars covering interesting related topics, themes and ideas. Each entry also concludes with a bibliography of print and electronic information resources.

Atlantic world scholarship has revolutionized the way historians understand the vast sweep of history from the fifteenth through nineteenth centuries. Four continents. Five-hundred years. Atlantic history is an enormous subject. The following work provides a guide to lead the way.


 

Introduction

For Europeans of the medieval and early modern periods, the Atlantic Ocean conjured images of the vast unknown, the sea beyond the Strait of Gibraltar, or the Pillars of Hercules, the world known to the Greeks, and, therefore, the world of civilization. Europeans had been venturing into the Atlantic abyss since at least the ninth century CE, when Norsemen traversed the North Atlantic to Iceland, Greenland, and, eventually, Newfoundland. Other adventurers—mostly Portuguese—probed southward. They harnessed the winds and currents to explore the coast of Africa, and eventually rounded the Cape of Good Hope. As important as striking across the Atlantic would become, Europeans of the fifteenth century did not look in that direction. The lure of wealth and power beckoned from the East, from China and India, as it had since antiquity. Explorers sailed the Atlantic for shorter Asian routes, to bypass Arab middlemen, thus raising European profit margins on trade. Moreover, domestic affairs mattered more. The clash of kingdoms in Europe occupied more than enough attention for merchants and monarchs, not to mention for ordinary people scratching out a subsistence living.

Other zones of what would become the Atlantic world were similarly focused away from the Atlantic Ocean. In Africa, trade, warfare, and political rivalry brought the continent’s many peoples in contact with a Mediterranean sphere. Islam, having expanded from the Arabian Peninsula, was an important force. East Africa was linked to the Indian Ocean. Yet, much trade, and many people, moved overland or via rivers, especially in West Africa, where the Atlantic Ocean was a place for coastal fishing not exploration. For some cultures, the Atlantic was a foreboding site. It was the world of the dead, their ancestors, and the line between land and sea marked the division between the living and the dead.

In the Americas, some groups lived from the seas, and the islands of the Caribbean had beckoned to settlers as early as 2000 BCE, when people known as the Arawaks migrated from mainland South America to the islands. Like Europeans and Africans, Native Americans were focused more on land-based and internal contacts than on venturing across the waters, though plenty of contact between a variety of peoples took place. The Aztecs, to take but one example, had entered today’s Mexico in the thirteenth century and, over time, they asserted their dominance over the land’s other inhabitants. By the mid-fifteenth century, before the arrival of the Spanish, the Aztecs ruled over a network of tributaries from their fortified imperial capital, Tenochtitlán.

Christopher Columbus’s voyage took place in 1492 against a backdrop of peoples engaged in many activities other than searching for new worlds. If a generalization about such vast territories and diverse people is possible, then from Europe to Africa to the Americas, people more often looked inward than outward, and certainly not across the Atlantic. Columbus then connected Europe and the Americas. The significance of his achievement took time to unfold. Following four voyages across the Atlantic, even Columbus went to his grave convinced he had found Asia. But the stage was set for the emergence of an Atlantic world.

Spain began its conquest of the Americas with the Caribbean and adjacent lands, their native populations reduced or even eliminated by violence and disease. Where native populations remained numerous, Spanish conquistadors were adept at turning pre-existing native rivalries against the dominant power in regions they coveted. Hernan Cortés’s conquest of the Aztecs (1519–1521) succeeded because he enlisted the help of Aztec tributaries chafing against the empire’s rule. Francisco Pizarro, conquer of the Incas, followed a similar script in the Andes in 1532. Spain’s fifteenth- and sixteenth-century conquests brought control, on paper at least, of the vastness of the Americas outside of Brazil. Controlling that territory, however, brought its own challenges, as the king relied on brash conquistadors with their own ideas of who should wield power. Missionary efforts and the more robust presence of royal officials brought additional players to the Americas.

Spain’s discovery of silver at Potosí, the site of a bonanza mine two-and-a-half miles up in the mountains of what is today Bolivia, confirmed Spanish dreams of exporting a fortune from the New World. Spain spent the money, flowing by the literal ton into the king’s coffers, on foreign wars, combating the Ottoman Empire’s advance into Europe, fighting off the Dutch Revolt, and turning up the pressure on Protestant England. Metallic wealth made Spain supreme in Europe. At the same time, Spain’s rivals were envious. The ships carrying silver and gold from the American mines invited would-be plunderers, encouraged by Dutch, French, and English governments eager to blast their way into the lands that Spain claimed as its own exclusive possession. The Elizabethan sea dog Sir Francis Drake was only one of the earliest to plunder the Spanish in pursuit of geopolitical policy goals.

Two other developments that came to define the Atlantic world also grew over the sixteenth century: sugar and slavery. The two went together, although they were not as clearly aligned as they would later become. Nor were they practiced on the same scale. The first booming sugar plantations were built by the Portuguese on Saó Tomé, an island off the coast of Africa near the equator. Located at a natural stopping point for European trading ships, including slave traders, Saó Tomé’s nascent sugar industry benefitted from the availability of labor. Expanding sugar cultivation to Brazil was slower in developing, however. Despite the region’s superior natural resources, Brazilian sugar planters depended on Native laborers, who succumbed easily to European diseases. The slave trade, as it grew in the sixteenth century, was not the plantation labor force of future years. Instead, slaves were set to toil in silver mines like Potosí and in urban centers, such as Spain’s Cartagena de Indies, in today’s Colombia. The Atlantic world was being knit together by an economy of extracting silver and gold, principally in the Americas but also in Africa, and the process of conquest that made the mining possible.

In the seventeenth century, Europe, Africa, and the Americas became more orientated toward the Atlantic as trade, migration (both forced and voluntary), and warfare all intensified. Spain was challenged by the colonization efforts of England, France, and the Netherlands in North America and the Caribbean. Portugal’s early advantage in Africa was also diminished, especially once the Crown of the kingdom passed to Spain in the late sixteenth century.

Spain’s competitors focused their energies on the periphery of the Americas, places such as the Grand Banks, New France, the Chesapeake Bay region, and the Hudson River Valley. New, lasting settlements were founded, for example, at Jamestown (1607), Quebec (1608), New Netherland (1614), and New England (1620). Gold and silver were still highly prized by European colonizers, but more and more trade in new crops and commodities drove transatlantic commerce. The fur trade in New France and tobacco cultivation in the Chesapeake area were less shiny than bullion, but just as desirable. Sugar growing also proliferated. Brazilian sugar planters solved the manpower bottleneck that had limited their production, and new centers of the sugar trade sprouted in French Martinique, Guadeloupe, and Saint-Domingue (today’s Haiti), and in English Jamaica and Barbados.

Expanding agricultural production and growing trade networks led to the expansion of slavery and the slave trade across the seventeenth century. In Africa, the slave trade was still dominated by powerful Africans, who captured people in the interior, moved them to the coast, and oversaw their sale to Europeans. Competition among Africans to supply slaves led to increased warfare as raiders sought to capture more people. On the other end, competition among Europeans also picked up as Portugal lost its market share to the Dutch, French, and English. By the end of the century, English ships were transporting the most souls destined for sale in the New World.

Voluntary migration also surged in the seventeenth century. Most European migrants came as servants. In Europe, servitude was a familiar condition and it could be a viable life strategy for a poor person hoping to improve his or her lot over time. The Americas attracted indentured servants, men and women who contracted to labor for several years in exchange for passage across the ocean and the promise of land when they finished their terms of service. Survival was no sure thing, but it came with the reward of land that was unattainable in Europe. Religious strife also drove migration. The Puritans, Quakers, Moravians, and Huguenots were the best known, but a Jewish population also traversed the seas, and Catholics were in no small supply, either.

The European powers warred with each other throughout the century. European affairs, especially dynastic interests, remained the focus, but the Americas emerged as a vital area of concern as well. The lucrative trade of the Americas was worth fighting over. Throughout the century, Spain continued to claim the region as its own exclusive possession, with the settlements and endeavors of rivals denounced as interlopers, smugglers, or pirates. Spain’s rivals, however, succeeded in breaking the monopoly over time, with England winning a right to colonize in 1671, and France in 1697. Private adventurers were helpful tools for Spain’s enemies. England, France, and the Netherlands all partnered with sea rovers, providing licenses (of varying degrees of plausible legitimacy) to sanction attacks on Spain.

The cycle of wars stretched inland and came to embroil the many Native groups who populated the Americas, especially in North America. Where once Natives held the upper hand and Europeans survived at their sufferance, the expanding European populations changed the balance of power. Natives engaged in creative policies to meet the new challenge. They allied strategically with Europeans, playing one nation against another, while pursuing their own goals vis-à-vis other Native groups. Conflict flared most notably in New England as King Philip’s War (1675–1676) brought united Indian resistance to English colonization; in Virginia as Bacon’s Rebellion (1676) brought land-hungry former servants up against Natives; and in New Spain as the Pueblo Revolt (1680) chased Spanish Franciscan missionaries out of Native communities. Europeans did not invent Indian war, but their growing presence amplified the scale and scope of violence.

The eighteenth century accelerated the trends visible in earlier times. Trade became more lucrative than ever. Millions of people migrated across the ocean, both freely and in fetters. War erupted again and again as Europe’s empires vied for supremacy in Europe, as they always had, with renewed vehemence in Africa and the Americas.

Slavery surged in the eighteenth century. Not only were more people enslaved, transported, and sold, but the territories touched by slavery and the slave trade—from the interior of Africa to the interior of the Americas—also expanded. Powerful African kingdoms pushed to conquer new lands, their efforts made possible by the profits of the slave trade and driven by the search for new slaves. New ports popped up along the West African coast, in the area known as the Gold Coast and the Slave Coast. Britain’s dominance of the trade continued. Not surprisingly, slave rebellions also increased significantly, in both numbers and intensity. The eighteenth century was the century of the slave trade. Of all the men, women, and children forced across the Atlantic between 1400 and 1900, half were moved in the eighteenth century alone.

The Atlantic economy grew and changed. The boomtown days of the fifteenth-and sixteenth-century extractive economies were eclipsed by the slower, steadier way to wealth of agriculture and trade. Traditional money makers, such as tobacco and sugar, were joined by products such as rum, indigo, rice, and naval stores, and an array of newly available consumer goods: clothes, shoes, furniture, silverware, china, books, pamphlets, and newspapers. In the eighteenth century, transatlantic trade was no longer exotic. People became accustomed to goods and products from abroad and started to demand them. Even a North American poorhouse, for example, was expected to offer tea.

War continued to intensify in the eighteenth century. Rivalries in Europe continued to be the prime mover of events, and the Americas and Africa continued to feel the effects of European violence spilling over the Atlantic’s shores. War inside the Americas and Africa also escalated. European-Indian wars in North America, for example, increased in frequency and scale as Natives attempted to negotiate their circumstances by pitting Europeans against each other. All these factors came together in the most important war of the century: the Seven Years’ War (1754–1763), whose North American theater was called the French and Indian War by British colonists. The actions of an ambitious young Virginia colonel named George Washington helped spark the war; blood was spilled on his 1754 mission to the Ohio River Valley to disperse the French, who British officials believed encroached on their land. Indian allies were vital to the war efforts of both sides. The war had much larger European—and indeed worldwide dimensions—as Britain’s coalition included Portugal, Prussia, and several German states, and France allied with Spain, Russia, Austria, and Sweden. Fighting also took place in Africa, India, and the Philippines. The Peace of Paris that ended the war in 1763 redrew the map of Europe, Africa, and the Americas.

The Seven Years’ War also had a profound effect on what would emerge as the signature movement of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries: the disintegration of empires and the growth of independent nation-states. In North America, the French and Indian War left Britain with an enormous debt and an enormous territory to defend. British policymakers felt it was only fair for their colonists, who benefitted the most from Britain’s protection, to help defray some of the cost. Some colonists disagreed, seeing British policy as a threat to their liberties. The ensuing American Revolution touched off an Age of Revolution that would reshape the Atlantic world in the nineteenth century. At the same time, the revolution continued to be an international affair that brought in France and Spain and affected the fortunes of various Indian groups. The American victory reoriented the connections among empires and forced natives to confront the new reality of a new nation full of people eager to move west onto their lands.

The Age of Revolution in the Atlantic world was only just beginning, however. The French Revolution, even more disruptive throughout Europe and the Americas, broke out in 1789. By the time the conflicts it initiated concluded in 1815, with the defeat of Napoleon I, France had lost its colonial crown jewel, Saint-Domingue, now the independent republic of Haiti. Spain’s colonies were in full rebellion, soon to become, in the 1820s, yet more republics, whose independence movements had been touched off by Napoleon’s conquest of Spain. Likewise, Portuguese Brazil—Napoleon also invaded Portugal—achieved its independence in the 1820s.

Many scholars point to the unraveling of imperial ties, taking place by the early nineteenth century, as a fitting end to the Atlantic world. Living under new political regimes, the peoples whose nations faced the Atlantic were simply not connected to each other as they once had been. The abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the nineteenth century also seems an appropriate ending point, since slavery had formed the sinews of the Atlantic system. Haiti made the most dramatic reversal of the slave system and trade with its 1804 independence banishing both practices. Great Britain, once a country trading slaves on an enormous scale, also played a pivotal role in eliminating human bondage. In 1772, its judicial system eliminated slavery on British soil. In 1807, Parliament outlawed the international slave trade. In 1833, Parliament forbade slavery in the colonies. The full abolition of slavery took most of the nineteenth century, however. The United States allowed slavery until 1865, Cuba until 1886, and Brazil until 1888.

The sundering of connections among Atlantic peoples in the nineteenth century should not be overstated, however. European powers held on to some of their colonies. Spain retained Cuba and Puerto Rico until 1898. Jamaica and Barbados remained British until the 1960s. Guadeloupe is still part of France. Independence in the Americas also established new connections among republics, and by the end of the nineteenth century, the United States became involved in the rest of the Americas as an imperial power in its own right. Ideas, goods, credit, and people also continued to cross the Atlantic as the nineteenth century progressed. Atlantic connections, though changed, did not disappear.

What did change, however, was the intensity of globalization as the nineteenth century ended and the twentieth century began. European colonization of Africa and Asia deepened. Industrial economies drew on the raw materials of the world. Nations sought naval bases across the globe to fuel their steamships. The cataclysmic wars of the twentieth century—rightly called World Wars—saw fighting in Europe, Africa, and Asia, and drew in combatants from North America, Australia, and New Zealand. Any sense of a solely Atlantic zone of interaction no longer made sense when people were living and acting on a global scale.

In his essay “The Idea of Atlantic History,” historian Bernard Bailyn traces the origins of the Atlantic world as a scholarly concept to post-World War II intellectuals advocating an alliance between the United States and Europe, an alliance that eventually became the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). For these intellectuals, thinking outside the nation-state was a bracing experience: something new and vital to confront the danger posed by communism and the Soviet Union. By the advent of the Cold War in the 1940s, it was necessary to recover a way of thinking that a person in Europe or Africa or the Americas would have found familiar in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, and possibly earlier. The fates of the people of North America and Europe had been connected across the Atlantic since 1492.

In The Wealth of Nations (1776), Adam Smith, the Scottish philosopher and founder of modern economics, wrote that there were “two greatest and most important events recorded in the history of mankind,” namely, “the discovery of America, and that of a passage to the East Indies by the Cape of Good Hope” (Smith 1904, IV.7.166). Both discoveries were examples of breakthroughs that brought the peoples of Europe, Africa, and the Americas closer together so that even by Smith’s time, the results were staggering. Smith noted the exploitive side of European contact with the Atlantic world and he acknowledged that many different paths might be taken in the future. Nevertheless, he was confident of the benefits of an interdependent world. Smith’s judgment may be too bright to capture the many darker shades of the discovery, conquest, and expansion of the Atlantic world, but he was right to emphasize what is all too easy to take for granted: contact between Europe, Africa, and the Americas changed the world and put the world on the course toward the present as we know it.
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Chronology




	
1402


	
French explorers reach the Canary Islands.





	
1434


	
Portuguese sailors land in the Azores.





	
1472


	
Portugal establishes trade to Benin.





	
1481


	
Portuguese ships land in Senegambia to begin trading with the region.





	
1482


	
Portugal builds a fort to conduct the slave trade at Elmina, in modern Ghana.





	
1483


	
Portuguese explorers make landfall at the Congo River.





	
1488


	
Portuguese explorer Bartolomeu Dias rounds Africa, showing a water route to the Indian Ocean is possible.





	
1491


	
Portuguese missionaries baptize the King of Kongo Nzinga Mbemb, who becomes King João I.





	
1492


	
Christopher Columbus, sailing on behalf of Spain, lands in the Bahamas.





	
1492


	
Spain completes the Reconquista, driving the Muslims from the Iberian Peninsula.





	
1493


	
Portugal settles São Tome and Príncipe, off the African coast.





	
1494


	
The Treat of Tordesillas divides the New World between Spain and Portugal.





	
1496


	
Spain completes its conquest of the Canary Islands by taking control over Tenerife.





	
1498


	
Portuguese explorer Vasco de Gama reaches India.





	
1500


	
Portuguese ships reach Brazil.





	
1502


	
Christopher Columbus embarks on his fourth and final voyage to the Americas.





	
1503


	
Spain begins the encomienda system in the Americas.





	
1508


	
Ponce de Leon establishes a permanent settlement in Puerto Rico.





	
1510


	
The first Franciscan missionaries land in South America.





	
1512


	
Spain proclaims the Laws of Burgos in attempt to curb the abuse of Indians on encomiendas.





	
1514


	
The Portuguese introduce rice to the Americas.





	
1517


	
The Protestant Reformation begins in Europe.





	
1521


	
Hernán Cortés completes the conquest of the Aztecs.





	
1521


	
The first recorded slave rebellion in the New World breaks out on Santo Domingo.





	
1522


	
Ferdinand Magellan’s expedition completes its circumnavigation of the globe.





	
1528


	
Spanish explorer Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca lands near Tampa Bay, beginning a long odyssey in the southeast of the modern-day United States.





	
1531


	
Saint Juan Diego reports receiving a vision of Mary that becomes known as the Virgin of Guadalupe.





	
1533


	
Francisco Pizzaro conquers the Incas.





	
1534


	
Jacques Cartier explores the Saint Lawrence River.





	
1535


	
Spain establishes the Viceroyalty of New Spain (modern Mexico).





	
1536


	
The Spanish establish Buenos Aires.





	
1539


	
Hernando de Soto’s expedition lands near present-day Tallahassee, Florida.





	
1539


	
The first book published in the New World comes off a Mexico City printing press.





	
1540


	
The first convent in the New World opens in Mexico City.





	
1542


	
Bartolomé de Las Casas, a Spanish Dominican priest, publishes a defense of Indians against European exploitation in An Account, Much Abbreviated, of the Destruction of the Indies.





	
1542


	
In the New Laws, Spain abolishes Indian slavery.





	
1545


	
The Spanish found Potosí, the site of South America’s most lucrative silver mines.





	
1555


	
English merchants form the Muscovy Company, an early joint-stock trading company.





	
1558


	
Queen Elizabeth I ascends to the throne of England.





	
1566


	
The Dutch Revolt against Spanish rule begins. It will continue until 1648.





	
1571


	
Sir Francis Drake sacks Panama and plunders the Spanish silver train.





	
1577


	
Sir Francis Drake commences raiding the Pacific coast of South America.





	
1588


	
Spanish Jesuit José de Acosta publishes a book on how to care for Indians to promote evangelization of natives.





	
1588


	
The Spanish Armada fails to conquer England.





	
1589


	
Richard Hakluyt publishes The Principall Navigations, Voiages and Discoveries of the English Nation to promote English colonization in the New World.





	
1602


	
The Dutch East India Company is founded.





	
1607


	
The English colony of Jamestown is founded in Virginia.





	
1607


	
The Beaver Wars begin as Iroquois Indians fight against French colonists and their native allies.





	
1608


	
Samuel de Champlain founds Quebec as a fur trade center in New France.





	
1609


	
The Bank of Amsterdam is established.





	
1612


	
John Rolfe introduces Spanish tobacco to cultivation in Virginia.





	
1620


	
The Mayflower lands in New England.





	
1621


	
The Dutch West India Company is founded.





	
1623


	
Dutch traders introduce chocolate to Europe.





	
1627


	
Sir Francis Bacon publishes The New Atlantis.





	
1627


	
England settles Barbados.





	
1632


	
The Jesuit Relations, a collection of dispatches from New France, begins publication.





	
1636


	
The Pequot War begins as New Englanders battle local Indians.





	
1636


	
Roger Williams founds Rhode Island after being banished from Massachusetts Bay colony.





	
1637


	
The Dutch seize the slave trading fort at Elmina.





	
1650


	
England’s first coffeehouse opens in Oxford.





	
1650


	
New England poet Anne Bradstreet’s The Tenth Muse, Lately Sprung Up in America is published in London.





	
1651


	
Thomas Hobbes publishes Leviathan.





	
1654


	
The Portuguese push the Dutch out of Brazil.





	
1655


	
England attacks Jamaica and seizes control from Spain.





	
1663


	
John Eliot translates the Bible into Algonquin.





	
1664


	
England wrests control of New Netherland from the Dutch, renaming it New York.





	
1671


	
Quaker preacher George Fox travels the Caribbean and North America to evangelize.





	
1672


	
The Royal African Company receives a charter to trade slaves on behalf of England.





	
1675


	
King Philip’s War, between English colonists and Indians, begins.





	
1676


	
Nathanial Bacon leads a rebellion of indentured servants against the governor of Virginia.





	
1680


	
In the Pueblo Revolt, natives rise up against Franciscan missionaries and Spanish authorities.





	
1681


	
Pennsylvania is founded by Quaker proprietor William Penn.





	
1685


	
French King Louis XIV revokes the Edict of Nantes, leading Huguenots to migrate across Europe and to the New World.





	
1688


	
John Locke publishes An Essay Concerning Human Understanding and Two Treatise of Government.





	
1688


	
King William’s War begins. Also known as the Nine Years’ War, it lasts until 1697.





	
1694


	
The Bank of England is founded.





	
1697


	
Naturalist and buccaneer William Dampier publishes A New Voyage Round the World.





	
1697


	
The Treaty of Ryswick gives France control over Saint-Domingue, the western third of the island of Hispaniola.





	
1700


	
Boston minister Samuel Sewall attacks slavery in The Selling of Joseph.





	
1702


	
Queen Anne’s War begins, lasting until 1713.





	
1707


	
The Acts of Union create Great Britain, a union of England, Wales, and Scotland.





	
1713


	
The Treaty of Utrecht ends the War of Spanish Succession.





	
1715


	
The Yamasee War begins in South Carolina as British settlers and their Indian allies defeat the Yamasee Indians.





	
1728


	
The First Maroon War breaks out in Jamaica.





	
1731


	
The French introduce coffee cultivation to Saint-Domingue (Haiti).





	
1733


	
Englishman John Kay invents the flying shuttle to improve cloth weaving.





	
1735


	
Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf initiates the Moravian mission to Creek and Cherokee Indians in Georgia.





	
1736


	
The Chickasaw defeat the French and their Choctaw allies at the Battle of Ackia, stalling France’s advance north from the Gulf Coast.





	
1738


	
Anglican priest George Whitefield begins a preaching tour of the American colonies as part of the First Great Awakening.





	
1739


	
In South Carolina, the Stono Rebellion of slaves takes place.





	
1739


	
The War of Jenkins’ Ear begins between Great Britain and Spain.





	
1741


	
A suspected uprising among slaves in New York is put down.





	
1741


	
Puritan minister Jonathan Edwards preaches “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” to a congregation in Connecticut as part of the First Great Awakening.





	
1744


	
King George’s War begins. It lasts four years.





	
1754


	
Fighting breaks out between Great Britain, France, and their Indian allies in the French and Indian War. It will merge into the Seven Years’ War (1756–1763).





	
1755


	
The Acadians are expelled from Canada by the British.





	
1756


	
Benjamin Franklin is made a member of the Royal Society of London, the premier scientific society.





	
1756


	
The Seven Years’ War begins.





	
1759


	
The City of Quebec falls to the British.





	
1762


	
Great Britain conquers Havana.





	
1762


	
Jean-Jacques Rousseau publishes The Social Contract and Emile.





	
1763


	
The Treaty of Paris concludes the Seven Years’ War with vast gain of land for Great Britain.





	
1763


	
Ottawa chief Pontiac leads an uprising against British positions in the Great Lakes region of North America.





	
1763


	
Great Britain issues the Proclamation of 1763 to forestall colonists settling west of the Appalachian Mountains.





	
1764


	
James Hargreaves invents the spinning jenny to improve thread spinning.





	
1765


	
The Stamp Act touches off protests in Great Britain’s North American colonies.





	
1772


	
In the Somerset case, slavery is forbidden in Great Britain.





	
1773


	
Phillis Wheatley, an enslaved poet in Boston, publishes Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral.





	
1774


	
Great Britain promulgates the so-called Intolerable Acts in reaction to the Boston Tea Party.





	
1775


	
The American Revolution begins with fighting in New England.





	
1775


	
The Pennsylvania Abolition Society is formed in Philadelphia.





	
1776


	
Adam Smith publishes The Wealth of Nations, attacking mercantilism.





	
1776


	
The United States declares independence from Great Britain.





	
1776


	
Spain creates the Viceroyalty of Río de la Plata.





	
1781


	
The British Army surrenders at the Battle of Yorktown, the last major engagement of the American Revolution.





	
1783


	
The Treaty of Paris concludes the American Revolution.





	
1785


	
Edmund Cartwright invents the power loom to increase textile production.





	
1787


	
The Society for Effecting the Abolition of the Slave Trade is formed by Quakers and Anglicans in England.





	
1788


	
The French Société des Amis des Noirs forms to coordinate antislavery activities across the Atlantic.





	
1789


	
Olaudah Equiano publishes his anti-slavery autobiography, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa, the African.





	
1789


	
The French Revolution begins.





	
1789


	
France’s Constituent Assembly issues the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen.





	
1791


	
The Haitian Revolution begins.





	
1793


	
King Louis XIV is executed in France.





	
1793


	
Eli Whitney invents the cotton gin.





	
1794


	
The French Revolution abolishes slavery in France’s colonies.





	
1795


	
Jamaica’s Second Maroon War begins.





	
1799


	
Naturalist Alexander Humboldt begins his travels through South America.





	
1799


	
Napoleon helps overthrow the Directory government of France.





	
1801


	
Toussaint L’Ouverture proclaims himself Governor General for Life of Haiti.





	
1802


	
Napoleon revives slaves in France’s colonies.





	
1804


	
Haiti declares its independence from France.





	
1804


	
Napoleon Bonaparte issues a new French civil law called the Napoleonic Code.





	
1804


	
Napoleon crowns himself emperor of France.





	
1807


	
Great Britain outlaws the slave trade.





	
1807


	
Fleeing Napoleon, the Portuguese royal family takes up residence in Brazil.





	
1808


	
The United States fully abolishes the foreign slave trade.





	
1808


	
Napoleon’s invasion of Spain leads Spanish American colonies to establish juntas to govern until the king can be restored.





	
1810


	
Father Miguel Hidalgo launches the Mexican Revolution with his Grito de Dolores.





	
1811


	
The slave trade is banned in Chile.





	
1811


	
The German Coast Uprising, in Louisiana, is the largest slave rebellion in U.S. history.





	
1811


	
The United States defeats a pan-Indian alliance led by Tecumseh at the Battle of Tippecanoe.





	
1812


	
The Aponte Slave Rebellion breaks out in Cuba.





	
1812


	
The United States goes to war with Great Britain in the War of 1812.





	
1815


	
Napoleon is finally defeated and sent into exile.





	
1816


	
The American Colonization Society is founded in the United States to transport freed slaves to Africa.





	
1819


	
Simón Bolívar’s army defeats the Spanish at the Battle of Boyacá, liberating New Grenada.





	
1821


	
Simón Bolívar is acclaimed the first president of Gran Colombia.





	
1821


	
Mexico achieves its independence from Spain.





	
1821


	
Liberia is founded by the American Colonization Society as a haven for freed slaves.





	
1822


	
Denmark Vesey is executed in South Carolina on charges of plotting a slave rebellion.





	
1822


	
The armies of Spanish American liberators Simón Bolívar and José de San Martín converge at Guayaquil, in modern Ecuador.





	
1822


	
Brazil achieves independence from Portugal.





	
1824


	
Colombia frees its slaves.





	
1829


	
Mexico outlaws slavery.





	
1830


	
The Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek relocates the Choctaws west of the Mississippi River.





	
1831


	
Nat Turner leads a slave rebellion in Virginia, killing slave masters as well as their wives and children.





	
1833


	
Great Britain abolishes slavery throughout its empire.





	
1835


	
The Malês revolt, the largest slave rebellion in Brazilian history, breaks out.





	
1839


	
Slaves aboard La Amistad rise up against their captors. Their ship eventually lands in Connecticut.





	
1845


	
Frederick Douglass, a former slave and an abolitionist, publishes Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave.





	
1848


	
France outlaws slavery throughout its holdings for the final time.





	
1851


	
The Crystal Palace Exhibition opens in London.





	
1859


	
British naturalist Charles Darwin publishes On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection.





	
1863


	
Slavery is forbidden in the Dutch colonies.





	
1863


	
President Abraham Lincoln issues the Emancipation Proclamation freeing slaves in territory controlled by the Confederacy.





	
1865


	
The Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution forbids slavery.





	
1873


	
Slavery is ended in Puerto Rico.





	
1886


	
Cuba abolishes slavery.





	
1888


	
Brazil’s Golden Law abolishes slavery. Brazil is the last Atlantic nation to end slavery.





	
1898


	
The Spanish American War breaks out and is quickly won by the United States.








 

A

ABOLITION MOVEMENT

The abolition movement was the concerted actions of individuals and groups to eliminate slavery. First arising in the eighteenth century, especially in Great Britain and the Anglo-American world, abolitionism stretched across the entire Atlantic until the ultimate abolition of slavery in this region of the world, when Brazil became the last country to forbid the practice in 1888. Rebellions, revolutions, politics, and newspaper petitioning characterized the movement, and involved men and women from all walks of life.

The earliest events in abolitionism, during the first half of the 1700s, were small revolts that occurred when slaves tried to effect change themselves through force. These rebellions included the slave uprising in New York City, and the Stono Rebellion, the largest revolt in the British colonies to that point in time. The abolition movement experienced small legal and political victories throughout the second half of the 1700s. In 1772, Lord Mansfield (1705–1793) presided over the Somerset court case in England and concluded that not only had slavery never been authorized in England or Wales but also that it was unsupported by British common law. Mansfield’s decision did not affect colonies throughout the British Empire, but marked a major victory for the early abolition movement by banning slavery from Great Britain itself.

Abolition societies founded in the 1770s and 1780s laid the foundation for the abolition movement of the nineteenth century. In the United States, abolitionists formed the Pennsylvania Abolition Society (1775) and the New York Manumission Society (1785), while across the Atlantic, the Society for Effecting the Abolition of the Slave Trade in Britain was founded soon after, in 1787. The French Société des Amis des Noirs formed a year later to dialogue with the societies in Great Britain and the United States.

The abolition movement picked up steam in the 1790s. In the wake of the French Revolution, the French assembly passed a law outlawing slavery in both France and its colonies overseas. The law freed slaves and compensated the slave holders for their lost slaves. Napoleon rose to power in 1802 and restored slavery throughout the French colonies. Although temporary, the outlawing of French slavery encouraged other groups to continue to push for abolition.

One French colony, Saint-Domingue, was at the center of a pivotal event in both the Atlantic world and the abolition movement. The Haitian Revolution was a 12-year struggle to end slavery and establish a free country ruled by former slaves. The Haitian Revolution succeeded in defeating the French, British, and Spanish armies on the island. The revolution and its aftermath shaped the abolition movement both in the United States and Great Britain. Abolitionists in both countries recognized that agitation could lead to emancipation, while opponents believed that abolitionist agitation would increase slave revolts. Newspaper coverage of events such as the Haitian Revolution polarized public opinion on the issue of slavery, especially in the United States.

Coinciding with the Haitian Revolution, British Member of Parliament William Wilberforce (1759–1833) pushed for the end of the slave trade in Britain. Wilberforce was a member of the Clapham Sect, an Anglican reform group united around abolishing slavery, ending the slave trade, and reforming the nation’s penal system. This sect influenced public opinion in Great Britain, and Wilberforce spearheaded their efforts in Parliament. Their efforts paid off when Parliament passed the Slave Trade Act of 1807. This act ended the slave trade in the British Empire, particularly the Atlantic slave trade, but it did not outlaw slavery itself.

The British not only outlawed the slave trade in their empire, but the Royal Navy enforced it. In the years that followed the Slave Trade Act, the Royal Navy captured numerous slave ships, freeing and resettling slaves in the West Indies colonies. In 1818, Great Britain formed treaties with Spain, Portugal, and the Netherlands to end the Atlantic slave trade.

Final victory came 26 years later when Parliament passed the Slavery Abolition Act of 1833, which ended slavery throughout the British Empire. The catalyst that sparked this Act occurred in Jamaica. On Christmas Day, 1831, Samuel Sharpe (1801–1832), a Baptist preacher, led slaves in a revolt that became known as the Baptist War. The British government forces and the plantation owners brutally suppressed the revolt. In the wake of the suppression, Parliament began an inquiry that resulted in the Slavery Abolition Act 1833.

The next major battleground for abolition was the United States. Proponents of abolition learned from the movements in Great Britain and France, and especially their colonies in the West Indies. By the early 1800s, the northern states had abolished slavery, and New York passed a law for the gradual emancipation of its slaves in 1817. As the British Empire moved to abolish the slave trade, Thomas Jefferson signed the Act Prohibiting Importation of Slaves, which outlawed importing more slaves into the country, beginning January 1, 1808. However, slaves already within or born in the country could still be bought and sold. Antislavery proponents in congress hoped this act would end slavery in the South, but it did not.

Following the War of 1812, Congress attempted to appease both pro and antislavery advocates with the Missouri Compromise (1820). Antislavery groups hoped the compromise would end slavery. Missouri was accepted into the Union as a slave state, but no other slaves states would be accepted that far north of the Louisiana Territory. To balance the Senate, Maine was formed from part of Massachusetts and was accepted as a free state. This event ensured that slavery would continue to be understood as a geo-political issue in the United States. Americans had to deal with slavery growing in the states where it had previously existed, as well as extending westward.

The American Colonization Society, founded in 1816, attempted to resettle free African Americans in Africa. Many of those involved in the society supported abolition, but some supported the colonization of free blacks to reduce the threat of slave revolts. They believed removing the free blacks would diminish slaves’ excitement over the possibility of freedom and would strengthen the hold of slavery in the South. British and American governments helped the American Colonization Society to found the colony of Liberia in Africa and resettled thousands of free blacks there. Many former slaves did not want to relocate and chose other means of gaining freedom for those who were still slaves. Denmark Vesey was a former slave who was arrested and killed for organizing a slave revolt in Charleston, South Carolina, in 1822. Vesey planned to organize the slaves in Charleston and the surrounding area to revolt; they were to attack the city, seize weapons from the armory and ships from the harbor, and sail for Haiti. He also wanted to kill any slaveholders in the city and free as many slaves as they could find. These early events, as well as events in the Caribbean, prompted Americans to resolve the issue of slavery.

Key abolitionist leaders emerged between 1829–1833. David Walker’s book Appeal to the Colored Citizens of the World in 1829 called for slaves to rise up. Walker’s target audience was free blacks living in the North. Walker wrote to dispel the understanding of degradation that was prevalent in the North, because even in the North, freedom did not mean equality. Walker represented the beginning of the shift from abolitionists arguing for gradual to immediate emancipation.

[image: image]

William Lloyd Garrison, one of the leading advocates of abolition in the nineteenth century. His newspaper, The Liberator, took an uncompromising stand against slavery and anything less than total, immediate emancipation. (National Archives)

Shortly after Walker’s book was published, William Lloyd Garrison (1805–1879), one of the most important figures of the American movement, moved from a gradual emancipation position to immediate emancipation. Garrison was the editor of the abolitionist newspaper The Liberator, which he began in 1831. He used this influence to try to win over people to the abolitionist position. He preferred the use of argumentation and persuasion rather than violence to convince people of the abolitionist cause. Garrison played an important role in beginning the American Anti-Slavery Society, which was formed to bring about the complete abolition of slavery in the United States. Many of the key leaders of the abolition movement in the United States were a part of the Society at one point or another. At the same time the key abolitionist leaders were emerging, Nat Turner led the bloodiest slave revolt in the history of the American South in Virginia, and the Southern states enacted harsher laws governing slaves known as the Slave Codes. These laws were a response to such slave revolts as Denmark Vesey and Nat Turner’s, as well as the revolts that took place in the British colonies in the Caribbean, with the hope that they could prevent rebellions.

The abolitionists in the United States had to face a constantly changing political situation as more states and territories were added, and debates raged on whether the new land would be slave or free. In an effort to influence these decisions, some abolitionists formed their own political party, such as the Liberty Party. White northerners comprised a large part of the abolitionist movement, but several key black leaders rose to prominence. Frederick Douglass (1818–1895), an escaped slave, was the most important leader. His speaking ability and autobiography were powerful tools in the abolition movement. Abolitionists also used the Underground Railroad to help lead escaped slaves to freedom.

Politicians proposed the Compromise of 1850 to address new territory won after the Mexican-American War. The Compromise contained provisions that neither side liked. One key point was the Fugitive Slave Law, governing the recovery and return of escaped slaves to their masters. Abolitionists considered this law an outrage, and the law pushed more northerners into the abolitionist camp. The following year, Harriett Beecher Stowe (1811–1896) published the highly influential Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Stowe hoped to expose the slaves’ plight to northerners and to convince southern slave holders to treat their slaves better. As war was fast approaching, two major events bolstered the ranks of the abolitionists. The Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857) court case denied citizenship to African Americans and blocked Congress’ ability to legislate on slavery in the territories. The second event was the John Brown raid on Harper’s Ferry. Brown (1800–1859) was an abolitionist who wanted to capture the armory at Harper’s Ferry to arm his slave revolt. The raid failed, and Brown was captured and hanged. The election of Abraham Lincoln (1809–1865) and the beginning of the Civil War (1861–1865) drew the final battle lines. Although Lincoln was not an abolitionist, he understood the ramifications of emancipation during the war. On January 1, 1863, the Emancipation Proclamation declared freedom to all slaves held in the southern states at war with the Union. The United States abolitionist movement’s final victory came in December 1865, when the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution was ratified, indicating that all slaves were free under the law. William Lloyd Garrison published the last edition of the The Liberator that month, symbolically ending the abolition movement in the United States.

Abolition swept through much of South America during the 1850s, excluding Brazil. Slavery had been widespread through Brazil; but British pressure forced the people to stop importing slaves in 1850. The 1870s marked major advances in abolition in Brazil. In 1871, Brazil’s government passed the Rio Branco Act, which freed the children of slaves at the age of 21. Final emancipation came in 1888, when they adopted immediate emancipation for all remaining slaves.

Justin Clark
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ABOLITION OF SLAVERY

Slavery is an economic system in which a person is the legal property of another person and provides labor for that person without payment. Slavery was common in the Atlantic world, and subjected both indigenous Americans and slaves imported from Africa, as well as their offspring. Abolitionism, a movement demanding the abolition of slavery, came to prominence in Great Britain in the late 1700s and the slave trade was largely abolished in 1807, although slavery itself was only abolished in the Americas on a large scale between 1834 and 1888.

Slavery in the Atlantic world is generally identified with the transatlantic slave trade, which is estimated to have brought 13 million Africans to the Americas. However, the earliest people to be enslaved there were indigenous peoples in the territories conquered by the Spanish and Portuguese after 1492, following Christopher Columbus’ voyages to the Americas. In 1530, King Charles I of Spain issued a decree prohibiting the enslavement of “Indios,” although the decree was rescinded in 1534. In turn, Pope Paul III issued a papal bull in 1537, prohibiting the enslavement of the indigenous peoples of the Americas, though this had little practical impact. Another such attempt to forbid the enslavement of natives were the “New Laws of the Indies for the Good Treatment and Preservation of the Indians,” issued in November 1542, by Charles I. It also faced stern opposition. Revised laws were issued in 1552 and 1573, restricting the use of coerced labor. It was only in 1683, that Spain abolished the enslavement of the indigenous Mapuche prisoners of war in Chile. Native Americans continued to be enslaved in North America by the English, and were even sold to Caribbean plantations. The enslavement of Native Americans in California lasted until 1867.

The issue of the legality of slavery and its abolition first arose not in the Americas, but in England, where the ruling in the 1772 Somerset court case established that slavery was illegal in England (a legal position that was also adopted in Scotland in 1778). This ruling lead to the emancipation of up to 14,000 slaves in England, who were working there mainly as domestic servants. By then, Quakers in England and in its American colonies had begun to call for the emancipation of slaves. In 1783, Quakers presented a petition against the slave trade to the British parliament. Ending of the slave trade was seen as a first stop to ending slavery altogether. In 1787, a group of Quakers and Anglicans founded the Society for Effecting the Abolition of the Slave Trade, whose campaigns, led by Thomas Clarkson and William Wilberforce, eventually led to Britain passing the 1807 Abolition of the Slave Trade Act and to the establishment of a special naval squadron dedicated to suppressing the transatlantic slave trade. It intercepted slave ships and freed almost 150,000 people. Slavery itself, though, remained legal in Great Britain’s colonies. However, on St. Helena, in the South Atlantic, (which was a British East India Company Island, rather than a British colony) children born to slaves after Christmas Day, 1818, were to be free.

Total abolition was a cause subsequently pursued by the Society for the Mitigation and Gradual Abolition of Slavery Throughout the British Dominions (commonly known as the Anti-Slavery Society), founded in 1823, and slavery in the British Empire was abolished just 10 years later under the 1833 Slavery Abolition Act. The law freed, in 1834, about 700,000 slaves in the West Indies and, on the opposite side of the Atlantic, of about 40,000 slaves in South Africa, although a system of forced apprenticeship was erected in place of slavery. All former slaves were made wholly free in 1838.

In Canada, the first anti-slavery literature was published in 1788, and its author, James Drummond MacGregor, even purchased the freedom of slaves from colleagues in the Presbyterian Church. Upper Canada and Lower Canada passed legislation for gradual emancipation in 1793 and 1803 respectively, and in Upper Canada the importation of further slaves was prohibited, while children born to slaves had to be freed at the age of 25. Slavery in Canada, as in all parts of the British Empire, was made illegal in 1833.

Whereas the abolition of slavery in the United States is usually associated with the American Civil War (1861–1865), the Constitution of the Vermont Republic, passed in 1777, declared that male slaves over 21 and female slaves over 18 were to be free, although this provision was not strictly enforced. Pennsylvania also move to restrict slavery early on, passing the 1780 Act for the Gradual Abolition of Slavery, under which children born to slaves were considered free. However, the Act did nothing to free those currently enslaved; Pennsylvania only freed all slaves in 1847. Similar measures for the gradual abolition of slavery were instituted in New Hampshire (1783), Connecticut (1784), New York (1799), and New Jersey (1804), while the United States Congress, in 1787, prohibited any new slavery in the Northwest Territories. By contrast, in 1783, all slaves in Massachusetts were freed after the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court ruled slavery unconstitutional under the state’s constitution. In Ohio, the state constitution abolished all slavery in 1802.

The Texas Revolution of 1835 was a significant setback for abolition in North America. Mexico had made slavery in Texas illegal in 1830, but under the 1836 Constitution of the Republic of Texas, slavery was once again made legal in the state. While in 1825 there had been just over 400 slaves in Texas, that figure had risen to about 250,000 in 1864. A further setback for abolition was the passing by Congress of the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act, which effectively repealed the so-called Missouri Compromise of 1820, a United States federal statute that prohibited slavery in the former Louisiana Territory north of the parallel 36° 30′, apart from within the proposed state of Missouri. Under the Kansas-Nebraska Act, these two new territories were opened to slavery by allowing their white male settlers to decide whether to permit slavery within their territories. The ability of slaves to gain their freedom was also hampered by the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act, under which escaped slaves had to be returned to their owners.

In the 1830s, abolitionism in the United States was driven primarily by Evangelical Protestant groups and by individuals such as William Lloyd Garrison, who started publication of The Liberator, an abolitionist newspaper, in 1831, and who later led the American Anti-Slavery Society. Another of its leaders was Frederick Douglass, a former slave, who worked closely with President Abraham Lincoln. The issue of abolition eventually came to a head in the United States in the Civil War (1861–1865), which ended with the defeat of the Confederate States of America, which were slave states that had broken away from the Union. While the war raged, President Abraham Lincoln issued a proclamation declaring all slaves in Confederate-controlled areas to be free. After the end of the war, the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution, passed in December 1865, abolished slavery in the United States. Slaves in the Native American nations were also freed after the Civil War when these nations signed new treaties with the United States.

In the French territories in the Americas, slavery was initially abolished in the wake of the 1789 French Revolution and following several slave revolts, such as in Santo Domingo in 1793, but it was re-established in 1802 under Napoleon. The exception was Haiti, where slaves revolted and in 1801 took control of the island’s government under their leader, Toussaint Louverture, a former slave, who became governor general and outlawed slavery. The French tried to retake Haiti, but were defeated in 1804. Haiti remained independent, slaves themselves having secured the abolition of slavery in their territory. Napoleon did, however, abolish the French slave trade in 1815. The French Society for the Abolition of Slavery was founded in 1834, and slavery was re-abolished by France in 1848. In the Dutch Caribbean territories, slavery was abolished in 1863.


“I Will Be Heard”

American abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison commenced publication of his newspaper, The Liberator, on January 1, 1831, with a blistering indictment of compromise on the issue of slavery:

“I am aware, that many object to the severity of my language; but is there not cause for severity? I will be as harsh as truth, and as uncompromising as justice. On this subject, I do not wish to think, or speak, or write, with moderation. No! No! Tell a man whose house is on fire, to give a moderate alarm; tell him to moderately rescue his wife from the hands of the ravisher; tell the mother to gradually extricate her babe from the fire into which it has fallen;—but urge me not to use moderation in a cause like the present. I am in earnest—I will not equivocate—I will not excuse—I will not retreat a single inch—AND I WILL BE HEARD.”

Source: William Lloyd Garrison. The Liberator. Boston Massachusetts. Vol.1, no. 1. (Saturday, January 1, 1831). Available online at The Liberator Online Archive.



The gradual abolition of slavery in territories of the Spanish Empire in continental America came about in the wake of the wars of independence in the early 1800s. The principle that children born of slaves should be free was enshrined in law in Chile in 1811, followed, with variations, in Argentina in 1813, in Peru and Venezuela in 1821, in Colombia in 1824, in Ecuador and Uruguay in 1825, and in Paraguay in 1842. Slavery was abolished altogether in Mexico in 1829, though Argentina only abolished slavery in 1853. In the remaining Spanish colonies in the Caribbean, slavery was abolished comparatively late, such as in Cuba in 1886 and in Puerto Rico in 1873.

Brazil, a Portuguese colony until 1822, had been the destination for one-third of all African slaves taken to the Americas. Brazil had declared the maritime slave trade illegal in 1831 and prohibited the importation of slaves, but, having done little to enforce its own legislation, Brazil passed a new law in 1851, under British pressure, that criminalized maritime slave trading as piracy and imposed new sanctions on the importation of slaves. The road to abolition itself began with the Rio Branco law of 1871, under which children born to slaves were free at birth, and the Brazilian abolitionist movement was revived in 1883 with the founding of the Abolitionist Confederation. Prominent figures in the movement included Joaquim Nabuco and Antonio Bento. In 1885, Brazil passed the Saraiva-Cotegipe Act which freed all slaves over the age of 60 and which instituted measures for the general abolition of slavery, including a state administered emancipation fund. Three years later, in May 1888, Brazil enacted the so-called Golden Law, which made slavery illegal with immediate effect and without compensation to slave owners (although slaves, likewise, were not provided for). On the other side of the Atlantic, slavery in the remaining territories of the Portuguese Empire, including on the western coast of Africa, was abolished by decrees in 1854 and 1858, which ended slavery altogether in 1878.

There is some debate amongst historians whether the gradual abolition of slavery came about primarily due to humanitarian and religious concerns or due to changing economic interests. In the case of the United States, for example, it has been argued that slavery was inimical to a capitalist manufacturing industry. A free labor force could be hired and dismissed as required, whereas slave labor required an ongoing expense, whether or not that labor was required. In consequence, it has been claimed that slavery made it harder for the South to develop a manufacturing industry and that it inhibited economic growth, as slave workers had little interest in implementing new farming techniques.

While slavery in the Americas had become illegal in all countries by the end of the nineteenth century, in the independent countries on the western coast of Africa, from where the majority of slaves in the Americas had originated, slavery was only prohibited in the twentieth century, with Mauritania being the last country to do so in 1981. Nevertheless, millions of people remain trapped in some form of slavery, including individuals in labor relations not normally associated with transatlantic slavery, including bonded labor, forced labor, slavery by descent, and early and forced marriage. Legal measures to tackle the problem of modern slavery include the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act passed by the United States in 2000 and the Modern Slavery Act passed by the United Kingdom in 2015.

A. H. Schulenburg
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ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE TRADE

The abolition of the Atlantic slave trade in the nineteenth century was the culmination of an international effort that mirrored the shift in the economic systems of the Atlantic community. The closing of the Atlantic slave trade affected economies in Europe, Africa, and the Americas as part of a larger transition tied to the emergence of industrial production, full-scale capitalism, and late nineteenth century imperialism. The abolition of the Atlantic slave trade is different from the abolition of the institution of slavery as well as the internal slave trades of many Atlantic nations. While there were efforts to halt domestic slave trading in parts of Africa as early as the late sixteenth century, the final abolition of the Atlantic slave trade required the broad cooperation of many nations, an end to domestic slavery, and more than a century of direct effort by people throughout the Atlantic world who opposed the trafficking of slaves.

An early source of opposition to the Atlantic slave trade came from the kingdom of Kongo, in the sixteenth century, when King Afonso I recognized the negative toll of the slave trade on his kingdom. Though the King realized that the population of his kingdom was declining due to the slave trade, he could not halt the process underway, as European buyers turned to other suppliers in neighboring kingdoms. A result of this European interference was increased warfare for the purpose of capturing slaves. Aside from rulers like Afonso I, opposition to the Atlantic trade in slaves was sporadic, partly because the number of slaves carried across the Atlantic Ocean remained small in the seventeenth century.

The Atlantic slave trade expanded dramatically by the eighteenth century as part of the development of the triangular trade between the continents. This expansion also led to criticism of slave trading early in the century from different quarters of the English-speaking world. It is no surprise that early eighteenth century opponents of the slave trade were motivated by their religious beliefs. As early as 1700, prominent Boston merchant and minister Samuel Sewall attacked the institution of slavery as well as the slave trade for its inhumanity. Sewell, known mostly for being one of the judges in the Salem Witch Trials of 1692, emerged as an early anti-slavery advocate. Sewall attacked slavery and the slave trade in a tract titled The Selling of Joseph (1700). The work denounces the taking of slaves from Africa while refuting seventeenth century justifications for slavery. He grounded his rejection of the slave trade in biblical verses, before concluding that slavery and the trade in slaves violated the laws of both man and God. The Quakers, at their general meeting, echoed Sewall’s beliefs and officially lodged their hostilities against the slave trade in London in 1727.

Objections to the slave trade rooted in religious conviction evolved to broader Enlightenment principles in the
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