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Reactionary regimes 2001-2016 consists of Jose Maria Sison’s writingson the conditions of the regimes of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo (2001-2010) and Benigno Aquino, Jr. (2010-2016).

Macapagal-Arroyo served as president for 10 years because she succeeded President Joseph Estrada who was ousted as president on the issue of corruption after serving for two years.  Her reign started auspiciously for the revolutionary movement because she resumed the peace negotiations with the National Democratic Front of the Philippines as soon as she assumed office, having benefited immensely from the ouster of Estrada by the legal democratic mass movement.

However, no sooner than the peace negotiations started, her policies grew increasingly repressive following the dictates of her US imperialist masters.  As early as the start of 2002, the broad masses of the people grew increasingly offended by her administration’s aggravation of the socioeconomic crisis and people’s suffering due to continuing servility to the foreign monopolies, the IMF, World Bank and WTO; rampant bureaucratic corruption, shady compromises with the biggest plunderers and cronies, and criminal syndicates run by military and police officers; escalating US military intervention in violation of Philippine sovereignty and territorial integrity as well as the constitutional ban on foreign bases, troops or facilities; and brutal military and police campaigns to suppress the rising mass movement in the cities and countryside.

In 2002, Macapagal-Arroyo conspired with the US to have the Communist Party of the Philippines and Jose Maria Sison declared as terrorists.  This meant the termination of the GRP-NDFP peace negotiations, which eventually resumed when Benigno Aquino, Jr. became Philippine president.

Benigno Aquino, Jr. was elected president in 2010.  Like Arroyo, he started his presidency on a positive note by resuming the stalled GRP-NDFP peace negotiations.  But Aquino was not really interested in serious peace negotiations and saw the negotiations merely as a means to divide and weaken the revolutionary forces while escalating brutal military campaigns of suppression.  Like Macapagal-Arroyo, he remained servile to US imperialism and to be a representative chiefly of the local exploiting classes of big compradors and landlords. He continued the total war policy of his predecessors and thus gained the continuing ire of the Filipino people.

Julieta de Lima

Editor

Utrecht, The Netherlands

June 25, 2024
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Macapagal-Arroyo Regime Is All Set to Become as Bad as the Estrada Regime or Even Worse
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February 8, 2001

There are already strong manifestations that the Arroyo regime is all set to become as bad as the Estrada regime or even worse.

1. Estrada is not being arrested for plunder. The biggest cronies of Marcos and Estrada, Eduardo Cojuangco and Lucio Tan, have been openly embraced by Mrs. Macapagal-Arroyo. Shady deals are reportedly being transacted through her husband, Mike Arroyo. The recent photograph of Lucio Tan between Gloria and Mike Arroyo is emblematic of continuing corruption.

2. Mrs. Macapagal-Arroyo has surrounded herself with a military cordon sanitaire, with General Renato de Villa in control of the powerful office of executive secretary. The same generals like AFP chief of staff General Angelo Reyes who collaborated with Estrada in carrying out the all-out war policy are working closely with her. Militarism is becoming blatant, with Mrs. Macapagal-Arroyo herself urging military officers to reduce or eradicate the revolutionary forces.

3. The new regime, especially executive secretary General de Villa is deaf to the pleas of human rights organizations, churches and the people for the release of the political prisoners. The policy of holding on to hundreds of political prisoners is poisoning the atmosphere for a possible resumption of the GRP-NDFP peace negotiations.

4. The new regime is continuing Estrada’s repressive policy. It has publicly announced that it is stopping the all-out war policy and wishing the resumption of the peace negotiations. But Oplan Makabayan is still being implemented.

5. The new regime has a policy of exclusion and growing hostility towards even the legal patriotic and progressive forces of the workers, peasants, youth, women and intelligentsia that made a major and decisive contribution to the overthrow of the Estrada regime. A US-directed scheme of psychological warfare and repression against their leaders and organizations is at work.

6. The Macapagal-Arroyo regime echoes the pro-poor demagoguery of the fallen Estrada but in fact its policies and actions hew to the imperialist line of "free market" globalization and further victimize the people, especially the workers and peasants.

I will not be surprised if within a relatively short period of time the Macapagal-Arroyo regime will stink more than the fallen Estrada regime.
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Congratulatory Letter to President Arroyo
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3 March 2001

President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
Government of the Republic of the Philippines
Malacañang Palace
Dear Madam President,

I wish to convey to you the cordial greetings of the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP) and congratulate you for prevailing over the attempt of Mr. Estrada to reverse the political verdict of the broad masses of the people and the broad united front that removed him from power.

We wish to reiterate our appreciation of your declaration to end the all-out war policy of Mr. Estrada and express once more our agreement with your desire to resume the peace negotiations between the NDFP and the Government of the Republic of the Philippines (GRP).

We are encouraged by the fact that you have taken the initiative in designating and authorizing the GRP negotiating panel, consisting of members with experience in the peace negotiations as well as new members. The NDFP National Executive Committee has reciprocated your initiative by designating the NDFP negotiating panel.

We await the GRP team headed by former justice secretary Silvestre Bello III, as chairman of the GRP negotiating panel, to meet with the NDFP team, headed by the chairman of the NDFP negotiating panel, Luis Jalandoni. We anticipate that the meeting of the two teams shall lay the ground for the resumption of the GRP-NDFP negotiations and the revival of agreements previously made.

To enhance the atmosphere for the resumption of the peace negotiations, we urge your office to accelerate the release of the political prisoners in response to the pleas of human rights organizations, churches and the people in general. We continue to be encouraged by your previous assurance through former speaker Jose de Venecia that within a relatively short period of time all political prisoners will be released.

At a certain point, we shall reciprocate your act of goodwill with the release of the prisoners of war in the custody of the New People’s Army in response to the appeal of the humanitarian and peace mission of senator Loren Legarda, bishop Jesus Varela and supreme bishop Tomas Millamena as well as other respected entities.

We consider as opportune the visit made to us by your secretary of agrarian reform and member of the GRP negotiating panel, Hernani Braganza, whom we have requested to carry this letter. We discussed with him in broad strokes the resumption of the peace negotiations.

We share with him the enthusiasm to open as soon as possible the negotiations on social and economic reforms. We agree with him that an indispensable major component of prospective comprehensive agreement on social and economic reforms shall be agrarian reform, which was your late father’s serious concern, and which we presume is likewise yours.

We also agree that national efforts at achieving industrial development and social justice have to be pursued in the face of the destructive consequences of the law of the jungle under "free market" globalization, in which the underdeveloped countries are reduced to producing raw materials and a few semi-manufactures and are preyed upon by imperialist powers with comprehensive economic, financial, political and military control of the world.

May I now shift to a very particular matter, which concerns the assassination plot directed against me by Mr. Estrada since last year. I wish to request that your police officer, Col. Reynaldo Berroya, be authorized to share completely with us the information available to him so that we can compare this with our own stock of information and establish the fullest possible range of facts for further investigation and action by the appropriate agencies in the Philippines and in the Netherlands.

In concluding, I wish you the best in all efforts to assert national independence, promote democracy, pursue economic development and social justice and achieve a just and lasting peace.

Sincerely,

Jose Maria Sison
Chief Political Consultant
National Democratic Front of the Philippines
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Removal of Macapagal from Power Is Probable Within One Year
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January 19, 2002

At the rate that Gloria Macapagal has offended the broad masses of the people, she will face an increasingly determined and vigorous broad-based opposition in the second year of her administration.

​Four serious issues work against her:

1. Aggravation of the socioeconomic crisis and people’s suffering due to continuing servility to the foreign monopolies, the IMF, World Bank and WTO;

2. Rampant bureaucratic corruption, shady compromises with the biggest plunderers and cronies, and criminal syndicates run by military and police officers;

3. Escalating US military intervention in violation of Philippine sovereignty and territorial integrity as well as the constitutional ban on foreign bases, troops or facilities; and

4. Brutal military and police campaigns to suppress the rising mass movement in the cities and countryside.

The relatively peaceful removal of Macapagal from power is probable within one year or so if the following conditions arise:

1. A broad united front of forces takes shape, similar to that which isolated and brought down Marcos and Estrada, and generates nationwide mass protest actions focusing on the economic and social travails of the people.

2. Efforts succeed to persuade the military and police forces to respect the democratic right of the people to assemble and protest.

3. The vice president is willing to succeed the discredited president and pre-empt any military clique or military-civilian junta from taking power.

4. The armed revolutionary movements of the people of the Philippines, including the Bangsamoro, intensify in the countryside and serve notice to the regime that it cannot suppress the legal democratic forces in the urban areas with impunity.

As the socioeconomic situation further deteriorates, Gloria Macapagal can be driven out of the presidential palace by the widespread and converging mass actions of the hungry and angry masses to the nationwide clanging of empty pots and pans.
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Mass Movement Must Pay Attention
to Issues of Both Puppetry and Corruption 
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February 27,  2002

It is fine that the mass protest actions continue to condemn the US military intervention and puppetry of the Macapagal regime.

Gloria Macapagal knows no bounds for her puppetry. She is a far more shameless puppet than Marcos who never called for US combat troops to fight the MNLF, a far larger force in his time than the small bandit gang Abu Sayyaf.

​We must uphold the principle of national sovereignty of the Filipino people against the military intervention of the biggest terrorist force in history, US imperialism, which killed 1.4 million Filipinos from 1899 to 1916.

Macapagal underestimates the patriotism of the Filipino people and overestimates her own demagogic attempts to capitalize on the military campaign against the despicable Abu Sayyaf, which in the first place is a creation of the US CIA and AFP puppet officers.

We can frustrate the calculation of Macapagal that by serving as drummer girl and camp follower of the US combat troops, she can distract the attention of the people from the outrageous corruption of her administration and the rapidly worsening economic and social conditions.

Let us call the attention of the people to the corruption of the regime to sharpen the people’s awareness of the exceedingly exploitative and oppressive character of the ruling system. Let us arouse, organize and mobilize the people for protest mass actions against cases of corruption, such as the following:

1. Payoffs from Eduardo Cojuangco for his continuing control of San Miguel Brewery Corporation and other assets acquired with the coconut levy funds. The government has been reduced to having only seven out of fifteen in the SMB board of directors and the government shares will be diluted upon the entry of Kirin. Finally, a big portion of the government shares will be sold. As a result of the deal with Cojuangco, Gloria Macapagal and Mike Arroyo are reported to be at least worth 30 billion pesos more. They have also gotten the promise of Cojuangco to support the electoral bid of Macapagal in 2004.
2. Scam involving the so-called PEACE bonds amounting to 1.8 billion pesos. This is a racketeering operation by Macapagal’s “socdem” cronies, including Norberto Gonzales, Dinky Soliman, Ging Deles and Vicky Garchitorena. They have imitated Eduardo Cojuangco’s old trick of using state power to transfer public resources to a private entity called CODE-NGO. The loot is comparable in magnitude to the jueteng collection of Estrada.
3. Bribes for pushers of the resolutions to allow Estrada to go abroad. A slush fund of two billion pesos from Estrada’s financiers was used to pay off a powerful couple and a number of the senators and congressmen who signed the resolutions to let Estrada escape prosecution for plunder under the guise of going abroad for medical treatment.
4. Repeated milking of IMPSA. IMPSA has been milked by one regime after another from Ramos through Estrada to Macapagal. Under the Macapagal regime, the first gentleman and second gentleman collaborated in making the approach to IMPSA. The Argentinean company readily yielded to the milking because the funds come from a World Bank-led syndicate of banks and the ultimate debtor is after all the Philippine government.
5. The thriving jueteng racket. Estrada was toppled after being exposed for receiving jueteng money. But the jueteng racket is thriving more than ever before. It is now run by gambling lords close to the Macapagal regime. In many provinces, the jueteng collectors double as drug pushers.
The avowed reason of Macapagal and Mike Arroyo for collecting funds at so rapid a rate is to prepare for the 2004 elections. But at the rate that they are collecting funds, the two shall have become too exposed as corrupt and too discredited as to render futile Macapagal’s electoral plans for 2004.
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The People Will Oust the US-Arroyo Regime
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July 20, 2002

It is correct to raise the slogan “Oust the US-Arroyo regime!” The broad masses of the people welcome the call because they suffer the ever-worsening socioeconomic crisis and are outraged by the puppetry, corruption, mendacity and repressiveness of the regime.

​The slogan can call to life a broad united front of forces capable of either removing Ms. Macapagal-Arroyo from power before 2004 or making her lose in the 2004 presidential elections.

And if she can somehow overcome the presidential bid of a retired general like DND secretary Angelo Reyes, supposedly favored by the US as a “law and order” candidate, the broad united front will still have the chance to chase her out of office after 2004.

Whichever of the foregoing possibilities is going to be realized, the revolutionary cause stands to be benefited by the accumulation of the people’s wrath and strength, resulting from any prolongation of Ms. Macapagal-Arroyo in power. As of now, the US-Arroyo regime is stinking to high heavens because it has aggravated the crisis of the entire ruling system.

Some major reactionaries who are critical of the regime are still hesitant about joining the broad united front to oust the US-Arroyo regime and are publicly saying that they do not wish to join it lest one more overthrow of a president would totally discredit the reactionary constitution or entire ruling system.

At whatever pace the broad united front develops, the patriotic and progressive forces are resolutely and vigorously using the time to arouse, organize and mobilize the people in their millions in order to isolate the regime and bring it down in due course.

At the moment, the fragility of the regime is dramatically evident from the delicate balance of followers and opponents of the Macapagal-Arroyo ruling clique in the Philippine Senate and in the Lakas-NUCD ruling party. Any attempt of the ruling clique to augment its strength, assert its autonomy or paralyze current opponents in any way will only tend to upset the balance of forces within the reactionary government.

The officers of the reactionary armed forces and police are extremely factionalized according to conflicting political loyalties and ambitions as well as according to competing interests in lucrative criminal activities, including kidnap-for-ransom, smuggling, drug trafficking, jueteng and white slavery. The current ruling clique cannot be too sure about the loyalty of the military and police officers when the mass movement surges again as in the final days of Marcos or Estrada.

The regime is aware that the patriotic and progressive forces of the national-democratic movement are steadily growing in strength and advancing. Instead of extending any friendly hand to them, the regime has been pushing military and police forces to attack them and violate human rights on a wide scale.

We have been informed that the regime has indefinitely suspended the GRP peace negotiations with the NDFP in preparation for scrapping them and has long given the orders to the reactionary armed forces and police to escalate their campaigns of suppression against the people and the people’s army in utter subservience to the US line of pursuing large-scale terrorism under the pretext of combating the small-scale terrorism of such disgruntled assets of the US CIA like the Abu Sayyaf.

We have also received a report that Ms. Macapagal-Arroyo has authorized military and police forces to bully, provoke and disperse the rallyists on the day of her state of the nation address on July 22, to show off her “iron fist” on the issue of peace and order. She cannot stamp out the criminal gangsters because they are in cahoots with her military and police officers. And yet she arrogantly calculates that she can assault with impunity unarmed and peaceful demonstrators.

If the regime does not step back from its unjust and brutal course, it will only cause the intensification of all forms of resistance by the revolutionary forces and people. It cannot gain anything by unleashing threats and attacks against them. The current raging crisis of the world capitalist system and the ruling system is favorable to the armed revolution.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

US-Macapagal All-Out War Policy,
A Plague on the People
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August 8, 2002

It is fine that the spokesman of the Communist Party of the Philippines, Comrade Gregorio Rosal of the Information Department of the CPP Central Committee, has exposed as a plague on the people the long-running all-out war policy being carried out by the military, police and paramilitary forces of the Macapagal regime in various regions of our country.

​It is appropriate that he has mentioned a wide range of tactics, especially armed tactical offensives, to defend the people from the aforesaid all-out war and to discourage, overpower and punish those who ruthlessly oppress and exploit the people. He has also affirmed that electrical transmission towers and lines and communications lines can be targeted, without causing loss of life and injury to the civilian population, as in the previous struggle against the Marcos dictatorship.

At any rate, the important message from the CPP spokesman is that the Macapagal regime cannot unleash all-out war with impunity. The revolutionary forces and people are ready to fight and defeat their enemy in order to achieve national and social liberation from US imperialism and the local exploiting classes.

Ms. Gloria Macapagal has come out as the big warmonger with her declaration of redeploying military forces and carrying an all-out war against the New People’s Army. She is a rabid implementor of the dictates of the US and she follows the baton of General Angelo Reyes, secretary of national defense, whom the US has assigned as her handler. It has become obvious that he is her superior in policy-making regarding military affairs and the peace negotiations between the Government of the Republic of the Philippines (GRP) and the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP).

In the course of the GRP-NDFP peace negotiations, we have observed that Ms. Macapagal does not act as the political leader and commander-in-chief of Reyes. She has acted more like his subordinate. We have known a number of times when she gave her go signal to the GRP negotiating panel but Reyes reversed her decision.

So long as Ms. Macapagal is afraid to assert her office and exercise her political will over him, Reyes will always be able to paralyze the GRP-NDFP peace negotiations and give full rein to his mania for all-out war and his pipedream of annihilating or forcing the capitulation of the revolutionary forces and the people.

Ms. Macapagal seems to be oblivious of the fact that it was General Angelo Reyes, then chief of staff of the reactionary armed forces, who pushed his compadre Estrada to carry out a costly all-out war policy against the Moro Islamic Liberation Front and make the budgetary deficit rise by more than 20 billion pesos within a few months.

Now, Reyes has one more president to manipulate and make a fool of. Taking the cue from him, she is boasting that Abu Sayyaf has been decimated and that it is time to concentrate all available military strength against the New People’s Army. The two of them are insinuating that the nationwide all-out war against the NPA is going to be much easier, much cheaper and much more successful than going after the small bandit gang Abu Sayyaf in a tiny island.

But the truth is that the joint military campaign of two US battalions and fourteen puppet battalions in Basilan and elsewhere has been a colossal failure. The CIA-created Abu Sayyaf remains intact and, even according to General Roy Cimatu, is replenishing itself with fresh recruits. At least four of the five principal ringleaders are scot-free. Two of the three hostages were killed in a bumbling rescue operation. In their long occupation of Basilan, the US and puppet troops killed and injured far more innocent civilians than members of the bandit gang.

With such a record, how dare Ms. Macapagal and General Reyes say that they can carry out a policy of all-out war and finish off a nationwide armed revolutionary movement of the people for national liberation and democracy, without worsening the already grave socioeconomic and political crisis and increasing the suffering of the broad masses of the people. If the regime cannot defeat a small bandit gang in a tiny island, how can it defeat a nationwide revolutionary movement of millions of people in both urban and rural areas.
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The People’s All-Out Resistance Will Defeat ​
the All-Out War of the Enemy
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August 8, 2002

––––––––
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Following the imperial visit of US state department secretary Colin Powell, the US-directed Macapagal-Arroyo regime has become more arrogant and more aggressive than ever before. It has ordered the redeployment of military contingents from the Moro areas in order to augment those previously deployed against the revolutionary people and forces of the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP), New People’s Army (NPA) and the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP).

​The regime has declared an all-out war. This means the escalation of the campaigns of suppression that have been going on since the Macapagal-Arroyo clique assumed power. The revolutionary people and forces of the CPP, NPA and NDFP are challenged to defend themselves and raise the level of their revolutionary armed struggle. We can expect a dialectical chain of events as follows:

1. The declaration of all-out war by the regime is leading to the termination of the GRP-NDFP peace negotiations. The ruling clique believes that it can gain politically in a big way by posing as strong and whipping up a policy of repression. But the NDFP is not at all intimidated. It has long been tested in revolutionary struggles, from the time of the Marcos fascist dictatorship to the present. It recognizes the worsening crisis engulfing the domestic ruling system and even the US and world capitalist system. It is eager to give full play to the advantages of the revolutionary people and forces in pursuing the armed revolution.

2. The military, police and paramilitary forces of the counterrevolutionary state are emboldened to commit grosser human rights violations on a wider scale than ever before. The escalating military campaigns of suppression increase the budgetary deficit, grab more and more resources from other departments of the reactionary government and worsen the economic crisis as in the few years of the all-out war policy of Estrada. The economic indicators that signaled the fall of Estrada are once again at work against Macapagal-Arroyo.

3. In response, the New People’s Army intensifies its tactical offensives, using as base of operations 128 guerrilla fronts all over the country. It increases both basic and special operations as the CPP has previously announced. It can also go into new kinds of special operations that involve negligible cost to itself and high cost to its enemy. For instance, it can destroy electrical towers and lines, like during the final years of the Marcos years, in order to compel the enemy troops to take the passive and futile position of guarding these installations and deliver telling blows to the regime in terms of calculated economic disruption and clear demonstration of the inability of the regime to provide a profitable environment to the imperialist corporate vultures.

4. In the face of the all-out war policy of the regime, the legal democratic movement can do its best to frustrate the draconian scheme of the regime through resolute and militant mass protests. At the same time, the revolutionary party of the proletariat acts accordingly to further develop the urban and rural underground for the purpose of facilitating the absorption of the legal forces of the national-democratic movement into the revolutionary underground. Current conditions are becoming similar to those in the years 1969-1972 when Marcos was preparing martial law. Upon the suppression of the legal democratic forces by the regime, armed city partisan warfare can flourish to make the business environment far worse than now for the big corporate masters of the regime.

5. The revolutionary forces of the Bangsamoro, like the MILF and the progressive section of the MNLF can consolidate their armies and choose the time for launching their own offensives, while the military, police and paramilitary forces of the Manila government are preoccupied with their campaigns of suppression against the revolutionary people and forces in most parts of the archipelago. In the future rounds of revolutionary armed struggle by the Moro people, the reactionary armed forces will fare worse than their continuing failure to destroy a small bandit gang called Abu Sayyaf in the tiny island of Basilan.

6. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo has the illusion that, by running a “banana republic” for the US and a “strong republic” against the Filipino people, she can ensure her election in 2004. But her policy of repression can never solve but can only aggravate the ever worsening socioeconomic and political crisis and the ever rising criminality of her own military and police officers who run all sorts of criminal syndicates. Instead of being able to remain president beyond 2004, she is whipping up the demand and paving the way for a “strong man”. Generals Angelo Reyes and Panfilo Lacson are reported to be already angling for the role.

7. All types of alliances are being strengthened to isolate and remove the Macapagal-Arroyo ruling clique from power before 2004 or prevent it from winning the 2004 elections. They include the basic alliance of the toiling masses (workers and peasants), the alliance of progressive forces (toiling masses plus urban petty bourgeoisie), the alliance of patriotic forces (progressive forces plus middle bourgeoisie) and the broad united front (all the foregoing alliances plus the unstable and unreliable allies from the anti-Macapagal sections of the reactionary classes).

The intolerable and unrelieved suffering of the broad masses of the people under the US-directed Macapagal-Arroyo regime is generating social discontent and the rise of the revolutionary forces. All-out resistance of the Filipino people will defeat the all-out war of the enemy. The revolutionary movement will continue to gain strength by fighting the current regime and will be ready to face the next regime and deal with it according to circumstances.
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Comment On US Designation of CPP and NPA As Foreign Terrorist Organizations
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August 10, 2002

––––––––
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The US launched a war of aggression against the Filipino people from 1899 onward and in the process tortured and murdered hundreds of thousands of them, mostly unarmed civilians who were merely suspected of supporting the Philippine revolutionary government and thereafter the succeeding revolutionary movements in various parts of the Philippines.

​The latest count done by a group of scholars and researchers in the History Department of the University of the Philippines shows that the aggressor troops of US imperialism killed more than 1,400,000 Filipinos from 1899 to 1914. Consequent to its bloody conquest of the Philippines, the US has subjected the Filipino nation to the daily violence of exploitation in connivance with the local reactionaries.

US imperialism is the biggest terrorist force that has ever afflicted the Filipino people. And yet it has all the malice and temerity to misrepresent as terrorist every revolutionary force that arouses, organizes and mobilizes the Filipino people in a resolute struggle for national liberation and democracy against US imperialism, domestic feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism.

It is utterly ridiculous that in representation of the biggest terrorist force in the world, US State Secretary Colin L. Powell, in consultation with the US Attorney General and Secretary of the Treasury, has designated the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) and the New People’s Army (NPA) as “foreign terrorist organizations” since yesterday, August 9, 2002.

Among the objectives that the US seeks to achieve by such designation are to bar suspected officers and members of the CPP and NPA from entering the US, to prohibit and punish any kind of activity suspected of being helpful to them, to freeze any suspect bank account and to signal all other countries to act against those whom it designates as terrorists.

But anyone who knows the principles and policies of the CPP is aware that it does not send its members or Red fighters of the NPA abroad to attack any US entity. The CPP has also repeatedly pointed out that Americans can enjoy the basic rights and freedoms of the foreign guest in the Philippines, unless they are deployed for combat operations against the revolutionary forces and people.

It is silly for anyone to imagine that the CPP has any amount of money in US banks or elsewhere. The US government will certainly be abusing Filipinos, Americans and other people in the US and violating civil liberties by carrying out a witch hunt against those suspected of working for or supporting the CPP and NPA and keeping money for them.

The US is whipping up the line of pre-emptive first strike on the basis of mere suspicion at the level of the state relations with private organizations and individuals within or outside its jurisdiction and likewise at the level of state-to-state relations. The US is already violating the civil liberties of the American people (e.g., those who have been detained indefinitely and in solitary confinement just because they were known to be Muslim immigrants or they looked Arabic) and is possibly provoking certain states that it has threatened, to physically attack the US before they are attacked.

Under the guise of combating terrorism, the Bush administration is generating fascism in the US and the entire world. It is trying to push Europe and Japan as well as neocolonial states to adopt more and more repressive measures against the people, especially the migrants. The US is promoting wholesale state terrorism to suppress the growing social discontent and resurgent revolutionary resistance, amidst the rapidly worsening crisis of the US and world capitalist system.

It is highly probable that the US and Manila government are in cahoots with each other in the designation of the CPP and NPA as terrorists in a futile psywar attempt to intimidate and push them towards capitulation. The CPP, NPA and NDFP cannot be intimidated. They dared to fight the Marcos fascist dictatorship and in the process grew in strength even while the US military bases were still in the Philippines and were used for delivering war materiel and training Filipino puppet troops.

The designation of the CPP and NPA as terrorists is likely to lead to the termination of the GRP-NDFP peace negotiations and to the intensification of the civil war and even to a war of national liberation against US aggression, if the US troops join the puppets in combat against the NPA. Said designation has been done by the US apparently as a psywar preparation for doing away with the GRP-NDFP peace negotiations and for rationalizing the escalation of US military intervention or aggression against the revolutionary forces and people.

Being the sole superpower in the world, US imperialism is being carried away by extreme arrogance. It has the notion that it can do anything it pleases in order to oppress and exploit the people under the slogan of “free market” globalization. It has the illusion that it can wage several wars of aggression and to suppress revolutionary movements in several continents all at the same time.

Those who are resolutely fighting US imperialism and its puppets know very well that the US itself is now in a serious prolonged economic crisis and is already overextended financially and militarily. They are taking advantage of increasingly favorable conditions to advance their revolutionary struggles. They are steadily gaining strength and preparing for great upswings in the near future.
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US Imperialists and Arroyo Puppet Regime Collaborate to Vilify and Intimidate Revolutionary Forces and People
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October 13, 2002

The US imperialists and the Arroyo puppet regime are collaborating in a scheme to vilify as “terrorists” the revolutionary forces and people represented by the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP).

​They calculate that by such vilification they can stigmatize and isolate the Communist Party of the Philippines, the New People’s Army and other revolutionary forces and make effective certain oppressive and brutal courses of action aimed at forcing the capitulation of the NDFP. These courses of action include the following:

1. The escalation of military, police and paramilitary campaigns of suppression by puppet forces under the direction of US planners and combat units against the revolutionary forces and people in 128 guerrilla fronts and other related areas,
2. Repressive measures, including kidnappings, torture and extra-judicial killings, directed against legal democratic forces, like Bayan Muna and BAYAN-affiliated mass organizations, especially those of workers, peasants, youth and women, and
3. Putting under duress the members, consultants, staffers and supporters of the Europe-based NDFP negotiating panel by demonizing them as terrorists and threatening the NDFP chief political consultant with extradition and even assassination.
Under the super-terrorist policy of the US, state terrorism is running rampant in the Philippines. The highest reactionary officials boast of having launched so many times more offensives against the revolutionary forces and people. Such blind offensives have inflicted gross human rights violations on the broad masses of the people.

History has long proven that the revolutionary forces and people, represented by the NDFP, cannot be intimidated and coerced into capitulating to the GRP. They were not at all afraid even when the 14-year Marcos fascist dictatorship and the US military bases combined against them, under conditions when the crisis of the domestic ruling system and the world capitalist system was bad but not yet as bad as now.

Neither can the forces of the legal democratic mass movement be induced to favor the capitulation and pacification of the revolutionary forces. They call for a just and lasting peace by addressing the roots of the civil war. They demand formal peace negotiations in accordance with The Hague Joint Declaration.

I estimate that as soon as it becomes clear that the European governments are also collaborating with the US and Manila governments, in intimidating and coercing the NDFP negotiating panel, its chief political consultant, its working committees, consultants, staffers and supporters, the National Executive Council of the NDFP will find Europe as an inhospitable and untenable place for negotiations.

The NDFP negotiating panel cannot negotiate in Europe if the European governments turn their backs on the 1997 and 1999 resolutions of the European parliament endorsing and supporting the GRP-NDFP peace negotiations. It is indeed unwise for the European governments to follow the super-terrorist baton of the US and subject the NDFP negotiators, consultants, staffers and supporters to repressive measures and a climate of fear.

It is futile for the US and the Arroyo puppet regime to seek the capitulation of the NDFP by unleashing fascist terror, aggravating the economic crisis and plunder of the social wealth and pushing the European governments to put the NDFP negotiators, consultants, staffers and supporters under duress.

With regard to the GRP-NDFP peace negotiations, the NDFP position is firm, clear and sincere. The NDFP is willing to resume these negotiations anytime that the GRP expresses respect for The Hague Joint Declaration and the nine agreements forged from 1992 onward. The Arroyo regime should not forget that it agreed with the NDFP in April 2001 in Oslo, Norway to revive and reaffirm all these agreements.

Ms. Gloria Macapagal Arroyo should disabuse herself of the illusion that she can use the power of the US and European governments to frighten and push the NDFP towards capitulation. Also, the “good cop-bad cop” antics of her subordinates fail to confound the NDFP but only serve to expose the deceptive and malicious reactionary character of her regime.

Let us get on with serious formal negotiations or else you, Ms. Macapagal Arroyo, terminate the peace negotiations if you truly believe that 95 percent of the Filipino people are against the resumption of the peace negotiations. Then, probably you can have more time for war, “plenty of sex” (as you have touted) and preparing for the 2004 presidential elections, if the economic crisis, the criminality of your own military and police officers and the rising resistance of the people do not take much more of your time.
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GRP Officials Make Fools of Themselves
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Press Statement, January 13, 2003

––––––––
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President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and some of her cabinet officials like foreign secretary Blas Ople, defense secretary Angelo Reyes, interior secretary Joey Lina and presidential spokesman Ignacio Bunye, have made fools of themselves on a global scale by demanding my extradition or expulsion from the Netherlands to the Philippines.

There is no extradition treaty between the Netherlands and the Philippines. Also, the Dutch government cannot expel me because as a recognized political refugee I am protected by Article 3 of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. Said article means that I cannot be expelled to a country where I would be subjected to torture, inhumane or degrading treatment or punishment.

The highest officials of the Macapagal-Arroyo regime are ignoramuses in international law. My situation is not the same as that of Nur Misuari who had no legal protection like Article 3 of the European Convention when he was arrested and detained in Malaysia for violation of immigration law. Thus, he could be deported to the Philippines.

What makes Macapagal-Arroyo and her cabinet officials most ridiculous is that they have trumped up murder charges that are so patently false and so clearly politically motivated. My Philippine lawyers in the Public Interest Law Center can easily debunk these charges in any serious investigation.

The fabrication of the murder charges against me once more exposes the regime’s malicious practice of filing charges of common crimes, instead of the charge of simple rebellion, against revolutionaries.

Such malicious practice violates the Amado V. Hernandez doctrine in GRP jurisprudence and the pertinent provision of the GRP-NDFP Comprehensive Agreement on Respect for Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law (CARHRIHL).

By wantonly violating CARHRIHL, the GRP is exposing its bad faith in the peace negotiations with the NDFP. It is also violating the Joint Agreement on Safety and Immunity Guarantees (JASIG) by trumping up charges against the NDFP chief political consultant.
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Protest Action by Hundreds of Soldiers Exposes Rottenness of US-Arroyo Regime
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Press Statement, July 28, 2003

The 27 July 2003 protest action of nearly 300 soldiers of the reactionary government, including 70 officers from the army and navy, has effectively exposed from inside the rottenness of the US-directed Arroyo regime in the most glaring way.

The grievances of the soldiers have reverberated not only throughout the Philippines but also the entire world. They are well-grounded. They should not be obscured by retaliatory attacks from the regime. They give the protesting soldiers the just and reasonable cause for demanding the resignation of President Arroyo and defense secretary General Angelo Reyes.

The grievances include the corruption of the regime, involving the aforesaid high officials, at the expense of the junior officers and ordinary soldiers and the terrorist bombings engineered by General Reyes and his sidekick General Victor Corpus in Mindanao to pave the way for US military intervention, increased military supplies from the Pentagon and the declaration of martial law in August.

The supposed sale of weapons by the regime to the New People’s Army is the only grievance to which Ka Roger Rosal, spokesperson of the Communist Party of the Philippines, has taken an exception in a press statement. He avers that a relatively few weapons are sold by some officers and soldiers to the NPA. But he declares that the NPA acquires most of its weapons from the AFP by capturing these through tactical offensives.

The US-Arroyo regime is determined to belittle and discredit the soldier protesters as mere messianic mutineers and unthinking tools of the
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