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DEDICATION

Bu kitap Atatürk'ün çocukları içindir.

This book is dedicated to the children of Ataturk.
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1.  Why Turkey
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I chose Turkey as the backdrop for this discourse of ours because of its unique relation to secularism - because of its uniquely radical relation to secularism - radical because no nation on earth has been turned from a medieval one into a secular one in such a short period of time, and that too by the firm and rather dictatorial leadership of one and one person alone.

However, I must make one thing clear - the purpose of this work is not to engender faith in that person, or to boast about Turkey for that matter. I am mentioning this person only because the very progress he brought about in the nation of Turkey is now under threat, and that too by the very leadership of that nation.

The threat itself is quite similar to what we fought against in our Untied States recently. We placed a bigot in the highest place of authority, and had we let his bigotry continue for another term he'd have actually turned our land of liberty into a glaring stain of prejudice on the fabric of nations.

However, things in Turkey are a bit different. It's different because the leadership in question in Turkey is not just bigoted but actually it's a leadership not without the cunning that we see in most dictators, unlike the orange haired orangutan of America who though had been the most bigoted leaders in the history of democratic leadership, didn't have the cunning, that is the brain to sustain his authority. The current head in Turkey on the other hand does have that cunning, and therefore is far more dangerous, not just to Turkey, but to the serenity and stability of the whole world.
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2.  Letter to The Children of Ataturk
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There is no such thing as a leader - there's only dictators - and these dictators can be divided into three categories - those who are bigoted and cunning, those who are bigoted but dumb, and those who are neither bigoted, nor dumb, but indeed a humanitarian on all account, whom the world considers as true leaders - they are even considered reformers.

These reformers are dictators no less, because if a person has to go against the will of a bigoted population to transform them into a civilized, rational and humane one then you cannot do it by consent, you have to do it by force - legislative force that is, not torture. And that's precisely what a man named Mustafa Kemal did to the people of Turkey.

This one man fortified with the vision of a modern Turkey became a bridge of progress and secularism for a people who have been run by religious extremists for ages. He made the people learn new latin alphabets while discarding the old Arabic ones. He made the people wear modern clothes by decree. But these were all external achievements, which might not have any direct implication in the advancement of the country itself but it definitely opened the nation's eyes to the advancements in the more civilized parts of the world - what these habitual changes did was break the nation's age-old rigidity, made it more flexible.

The most significant achievements that we are to take notice are Mustafa Kemal's extensive emphasis on education for girls as well as boys and his successful attempt to separate religion from the state. All of this he could not have achieved had he not been a dictator. In short, Mustafa Kemal, commonly called "Ataturk" or "Father of Turkey" built a republic in the course of democracy by being a dictator, that is, a benevolent dictator.

But the problem is that all the achievements made possible by this benevolent dictator in the path of a civilized future are now headed towards imminent reversal in the hands of an actual bigoted dictator placed in power democratically by the people themselves, just like the people of our America did in 2016. However, the bigoted leader of turkey will do more harm to Turkey and indeed to the world if left in power than the bigoted American president did throughout his term - because the leader in Turkey may be an egotistical, misogynistic, megalomaniacal, bigoted pig, but he is a pig with cunning.

However, I am not worried about that one person, I am more concerned with the people who sustain the leadership of such a creature. Nevertheless, there is still hope for Turkey because no dictator is more powerful than the people. It's only a matter of waking up - waking up to recognize the harms done to the nation - waking up to realize the implications of those harms in the rest of the world - because when liberty, reason and equality are threatened in one nation, it's a threat to the very fabric of civilization - the integrity of which is predicated on secularism and responsible freedom.

Orthodoxy and discrimination have no place here – be it on the fabric of civilization in Turkey or in the world. In short, orthodoxy and discrimination have no place in a civilized world. Our turkey is entrusted to us. Our world is entrusted to us.

Countless lives have been lost to build a modern, secular and civilized Turkey. So to the Turks I say:

“Birçok asker şehit oldu, bizim türkiye için - Atatürk'ün türkiye için. Atatürk'ün türkiye yani? Atatürk'ün türkiye yani vicdan, merhamet, sabır ve baris - Atatürk'ün türkiye yani insanlık. Uyan kardeşlerim, yeni fikirleri kabul et - vicdan ol, cesur ol, ve hayvanlık karşı yürü.”

Translations:
“Many soldiers became martyr, for our Turkey - for Ataturk's Turkey. What is Ataturk's Turkey? Ataturk's Turkey means conscience, compassion, patience and peace – Ataturk's Turkey means humanity. Wake up my sisters and brothers, embrace new ideas - be conscientious, be courageous and walk against bestiality.”
There’s not one but two types of Turks - those who are humane, inclusive, loving and freethinking and those who are bigoted, savage, invasive and prejudiced to the bone - the former are Ataturk's turks and the latter are Erdogan's turks. And you are either Ataturk's turk or Erdogan's turk, you cannot be both. Because, you are either a bigot or a human, you cannot be both.

d2d_images/cover.jpg
THE GOSPEL OF

SECULARIS

mmy &Yy





d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





