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About the Book

 

‘Football. Bloody hell.’ The greatest manager in his own words.
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With thanks to Mark Robins
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NAYSAYERS UNITED
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3 YEARS OF EXCUSES AND IT’S STILL CRAP, TA-RA FERGIE.

Banner at Old Trafford, December 1989
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WHAT REALLY HURTS, ALEX, IS THAT UNDER YOU WE’VE HAD SHIT FOOTBALL, SHIT ATMOSPHERE, SHIT BOARDROOM SHENANIGANS AND OUR SUPPORT IS DRIFTING AWAY.

Fanzine Red News editorial, December 1989
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OBE – OUT BEFORE EASTER.

Emlyn Hughes awards Sir Alex an alternative honour, 1990
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FERGIE, FERGIE, ON THE DOLE.

Nottingham Forest fans during FA Cup third round match, January 1990.

If Manchester United had lost, Sir Alex’s job was reportedly on the line. They won 1-0
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LET’S NOT GET CARRIED AWAY. THE DAYS ARE OVER WHEN ONE CLUB CAN DOMINATE OUR GAME.

George Graham, following Alex Ferguson’s first league title, 1993
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YOU CAN’T WIN ANYTHING WITH KIDS … THE TRICK ABOUT WINNING THE CHAMPIONSHIP IS TO HAVE STRENGTH IN DEPTH. THEY JUST HAVEN’T GOT IT.

Match of the Day’s Alan Hansen on the new-look young Manchester United, 1995
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THE DAY THAT FERGUSON’S EMPIRE BEGAN TO CRUMBLE

Headline in The Times, after United’s 2001 defeat by Liverpool


[image: image]

BELIEFS
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I GREW UP IN A VERY WORKING CLASS AREA OF GLASGOW, BELIEVING LABOUR WAS THE PARTY OF THE WORKING MAN, AND I STILL BELIEVE THAT.

Sir Alex Ferguson, 2009

[image: image]

I THINK GLASWEIGANS, AND PEOPLE IN THE WEST OF SCOTLAND, GROW UP IN A DIFFERENT CLIMATE.

Sir Alex Ferguson, 2008
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THESE PEOPLE BUILT THE BEST SHIPS IN THE WORLD. YOU CAN OVER-ROMANTICISE THESE THINGS, BUT THEY DO HAVE A REAL PART TO PLAY IN FORGING A PERSON’S CHARACTER.

Sir Alex Ferguson on working in Fraserburgh, 2008
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IT’S TRUE I’VE EARNED A LOT OF MONEY. BUT I’VE WORKED HARD, PAID MY TAXES AND PUT A LOT BACK IN DIFFERENT WAYS.

Sir Alex Ferguson, 2009
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THE REAL FRIEND IS THE ONE WHO WALKS THROUGH THE DOOR WHEN THE OTHERS ARE PUTTING ON THEIR COATS TO LEAVE.

Sir Alex Ferguson, 2009
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DO NOT COMPARE ME TO THAT WOMAN!

Journalist foolishly suggests a comparison between Sir Alex and Margaret Thatcher
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ON MANAGEMENT
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THE ONLY ADVICE I CAN GIVE TO YOU IS DON’T LET THE PLAYERS TAKE THE MICKEY OUT OF YOU.

Advice to Paul Ince on being a manager
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I’VE MELLOWED. I’VE GOT MORE EXPERIENCE. I’VE GOT MORE AUTHORITY. AND THAT’S ALL BECAUSE OF SUCCESS.

Sir Alex Ferguson, 1999
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IT’S ABOUT THE TEAM. I CAN GIVE THE LEADERSHIP AND THE DIRECTION BUT THE TEAM HAS TO GEL.

Sir Alex Ferguson, 2009
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SOMETIMES YOU HAVE TO FORCE PLAYERS INTO BEING BETTER THAN WHAT THEY THINK THEY ARE.

Sir Alex Ferguson, 2012

[image: image]

I THINK YOU CAN LEARN SOMETHING ABOUT YOUR OWN WORLD FROM ANYONE ELSE’S. I READ A LOT OF HISTORY AND IN MOST HISTORY BOOKS THERE WON’T BE A MENTION OF SPORT, BUT THERE ARE ALWAYS INSIGHTS YOU CAN LEARN.

Sir Alex Ferguson, 2009
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PART OF MY JOB IS TO MAKE SURE THESE LADS KEEP THEIR FEET ON THE GROUND. I HAMMER IT INTO THEM THAT THE WORK ETHIC IS WHAT GOT THEM THROUGH THE DOOR IN THE FIRST PLACE, AND THEY MUST NEVER LOSE IT.

Sir Alex Ferguson, 2009
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CONTROL. MANAGING CHANGE. AND OBSERVATION.

Sir Alex Ferguson on the three qualities needed for leadership, 2009
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DON’T EVER THINK YOU’RE ABOVE A CHALLENGE. IT’S NOT RIGHT. ARROGANCE IS NOT A QUALITY, IT’S A HINDRANCE TO SUCCESS.

Sir Alex Ferguson, 2010
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YOU CAN’T EVER LOSE CONTROL, NOT WHEN YOU ARE DEALING WITH 30 TOP PROFESSIONALS WHO ARE ALL MILLIONAIRES. IF THEY MISBEHAVE, WE FINE THEM, BUT WE KEEP IT INDOORS. AND IF ANYONE STEPS OUT OF MY CONTROL, THAT’S THEM DEAD.

Sir Alex Ferguson, Harvard interview, 2012
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I REMEMBER GOING TO SEE ANDREA BOCELLI, THE OPERA SINGER. I HAD NEVER BEEN TO A CLASSICAL CONCERT IN MY LIFE. BUT I AM WATCHING THIS AND THINKING ABOUT THE CO-ORDINATION AND THE TEAMWORK.

Sir Alex Ferguson on seeking new inspiration, 2012

[image: image]

I SPEAK TO THE PLAYERS I’VE LEFT OUT. I DO IT PRIVATELY. IT’S NOT EASY, BUT I DO THEM ALL MYSELF … I HAVE BEEN DROPPED FROM A CUP FINAL IN SCOTLAND AS A PLAYER AT TEN PAST TWO, SO I KNOW WHAT IT FEELS LIKE.

Sir Alex Ferguson, Harvard interview 2012
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YOU BASTARD!

Sir Alex Ferguson on being told by Dunfermline manager Bill Cunningham he wasn’t playing in the Scottish Cup Final, 1965
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TEACUPS AND HAIRDRYERS
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THROWING TEACUPS? THAT ONLY HAPPENED ONCE OR TWICE.

Sir Alex Ferguson, 2008
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MYTHS GROW ALL THE TIME. IF I WAS TO LISTEN TO THE NUMBER OF TIMES I’VE THROWN TEACUPS THEN WE’VE GONE THROUGH SOME CROCKERY IN THIS PLACE. IT’S COMPLETELY EXAGGERATED.

Sir Alex Ferguson

[image: image]

IF A PLAYER ANSWERED ME BACK, I WOULD HEAD STRAIGHT FOR THEM, THIS IS WHERE THE HAIRDRYER TREATMENT COMES IN. I DIDN’T ALLOW A PLAYER TO BEAT ME IN AN ARGUMENT.

Sir Alex Ferguson, 2012
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THERE’S NOTHING WRONG WITH LOSING YOUR TEMPER, IF IT IS FOR THE RIGHT REASONS.

Sir Alex Ferguson, 2012
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I CAME IN, THERE WAS THIS BIG TEA URN AND I WENT IN TO SMASH IT – AND I’M NOT KIDDING YOU, I NEARLY BROKE MY ARM. I KICKED THE TRAY SO HARD THE CUPS WENT UP OVER THE WALL. ARCHIE KNOX, MY ASSISTANT, WAS SITTING THERE WITH TEA RUNNING DOWN THE BACK OF HIS TRACKSUIT.

Sir Alex Ferguson, 2008
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THAT WAS MARK HUGHES WHO INVENTED THAT PHRASE. AFTER HE LEFT ME, OF COURSE.

Sir Alex Ferguson on the hairdryer, 2008
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WHERE’S F**KING BARNES?

Sir Alex Ferguson on the warpath after losing to Wimbledon, 1986. Winger Peter Barnes was hiding in an ice cold bath to avoid him
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I SAT THERE. I TOOK THE HAIRDRYER ON THE CHIN, IN MY FACE, IN MY EYES, EVERYTHING CAME OUT OF HIS MOUTH. HE SPAT AT ME. HE SHOUTED AT ME. I WENT OUT IN THE SECOND HALF AND SCORED.

Dion Dublin on getting the hairdryer treatment
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I DID THINK IT WAS WEIRD, THE FIRST TIME HE ATTACKED PAUL MCGRATH WITH THE HAIRDRYER. YOU JUST HAD TO HIDE YOUR HEAD BECAUSE YOU’D START LAUGHING THAT IT WASN’T YOU.

Bryan Robson on the hairdryer treatment
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I’M A PUSSYCAT NOW, TOO OLD TO LOSE MY TEMPER.

Sir Alex Ferguson, 2008
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