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			Theodore Roosevelt

			Key information

			
					Born: 27 October 1858 in New York.

					Died: 6 January 1919 in New York.

					Political party: Republican.

					Dates of election:	14 September 1901

	8 November 1904.




					Length of term: seven years.

					Main achievements:	Modernisation of the presidency

	Trust regulation

	Bill on railroad rates

	Law on monitoring the food and drug industries

	Making the Navy central to American diplomacy

	The beginning of benevolent imperialism in the United States.




			

			Introduction

			In 1901, at the age of 42, Theodore Roosevelt became the youngest president in the history of the United States. Full of energy and an excellent public speaker, he was a charismatic leader who never thought twice about disrupting the rules of the presidency. Unlike his predecessor, Roosevelt defended his own political initiatives, readily keeping his distance from his party’s ideology. He would do this even more during his second term, which would be one of the most prolific in terms of legislative production in American history.

			During his career, he also transformed domestic policy by increasing the number of measures that were part of the Progressive movement. On an international level, he considerably strengthened the role played by his country in the global order of the early 20th century and contributed to the assertion of American imperialism.

			A great protector of nature, war hero and defender of the working classes, he remains popular to this day and is considered to be one of the most significant residents of the White House: this is attested by the presence of his effigy next to George Washington (1732-1799), Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) and Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) on Mount Rushmore. But the fact that his reputation is intact is also due to his unusual path through life.

		


		
			Biography
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			Photograph of Theodore Roosevelt, 1904.

			A frail young man with an incredible destiny

			Theodore Roosevelt Jr. was born on 27 October 1858 into a wealthy family. He was the second child of Martha Bullock (1835-1884), who came from a long line of politicians, and Theodore Roosevelt Sr. (1831-1878), an influential man who was close to the then president, Abraham Lincoln. He was affected by congenital problems that made him a frail child. Asthma attacks would mean he would have to fight hard for his health throughout his life.

			Despite this handicap, Roosevelt was a dynamic and curious child who threw himself into reading many books of various genres. Being unable to receive a normal education due to his fragile health, he had the advantage of being home-schooled.

			During his adolescence, still suffering from his fragility, he decided to start intensive physical training and began boxing. The sport enabled him to strengthen his body and, gradually, he managed to overcome his asthma attacks, which became less frequent.

			In 1876, he began studying law at Harvard and became a member of the Republican Party. Although his health was improving, a doctor warned him that he had to lead a quiet life and aim for a sedentary occupation. However, Roosevelt did not heed the doctor’s words.

			In 1880, he married Alice Hathaway Lee (1861-1884), whom he met at university, but the young woman died four years later in childbirth. The young man’s luck was out, as he also lost his mother on that same day. Struggling to cope with his grief, he decided to go to Dakota where he led the life of a cowboy, which taught him a great deal. For several months, he crossed the territory’s plains on horseback, built a ranch and divided his time between hunting and writing. He would never really leave behind this way of life. He also took part in the Cuban War of Independence in 1898 as the leader of the ‘Rough Riders’, the First United States Volunteer Cavalry that he himself founded.
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			Colonel Roosevelt and the Rough Riders during the Cuban War of Independence.

			When he returned to the East Coast in 1886, he got married for a second time to Edith Kermit Carow (1861-1948), with whom he would have five children and live until he died.

			The fight against corruption

			Although his family background could have guaranteed him quick progress in his professional career, Roosevelt preferred to start at the bottom and work his way to the top step by step. His interest in politics was so great that he decided to stop his studies to spend all of his time on it. Thanks to his efforts, he was elected three times to the New York State Assembly for year-long terms. This small man, full of enthusiasm and very talkative, soon became the leader of the party’s young reformers.

			Having been made president of a special committee tasked with investigating the New York City government and council, he acquired a certain reputation among the general public for his fight against corruption. He was assisted in this task by two Democrats and two Republicans who were mostly well-disposed towards him. No service was spared: they found blackmail and extortion in the public prosecutor’s office, serious offences in the sheriff’s department, buying the silence of policemen, and much more. The evidence was so overwhelming that almost all of his bills aimed at regulating public life in New York were accepted.

			During the Republican National Convention in Chicago in June 1884, he did not hesitate before following his instinct and opposing the corrupt, traditional wing of the party who wanted to nominate James Gillespie Blaine (American politician, 1830-1893) as the presidential candidate despite the many suspicions of corruption that weighed upon him, opting to vote instead for George Franklin Edmunds (American politician, 1828-1919), even if he had no chance of winning.

			In 1889, he was appointed to the Civil Service Commission, where he served until 1895. He then joined the board of the New York City Police Commissioners for two years. In 1897, he was chosen by President William McKinley (1843-1901) as Assistant Secretary of the Navy, a position he held until 1898, when he left to fight in Cuba.

			Crowned with glory, he became Governor of New York upon his return, and held the position from 1898 to 1900. Elected Vice-President in 1901, he took over from William McKinley as President when the latter died. He was elected for a second term in 1904, before handing over to William Howard Taft (1857-1930) in 1909.

			
				
					Did you know?

					As well as being a recognised politician, Roosevelt was also a prolific writer and authored around 30 books. He had had this passion since his early childhood, but with age, his writings diversified: his letters were gradually replaced by pamphlets, poems and historical works, among others. His book The Naval War of 1812 (1882), about America’s budding naval power, brought him considerable success and soon became a major work on both sides of the Atlantic.

				

			

			Following his two terms in office, still drawn to adventure, he continued to travel and notably went to Africa, Asia and South America, where he organised hunts and collected rare animals. He died on 6 January 1919.

		


		
			Political, economic and social context

			A growing economy

			The end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century were marked by significant economic development. Thanks to steam engines and electricity, production speed increased considerably and most sectors experienced exponential growth. Taking advantage of a cheap workforce, manufacturers managed to amass huge fortunes, helped along by legislation that worked to their advantage, which had been adopted by corrupt politicians.

			Additionally, the tendency for financial concentration that had begun in the 1870s increased in the 1880s and 1890s. The number of holdings (financial companies with shares in other firms) exploded and the growing businesses needed capital that only the financial world could grant them. The power of major bankers over the economy therefore grew. Well aware of this, politicians, both Democrat and Republican, began to defend and perpetuate the capitalist system – a system ruled by the oligarchs they belonged to, who could easily be targeted by corruption. However, during both of his terms, Roosevelt tried to change this state of affairs and became the first president to prioritise public interest over private interests.

			At the end of the 19th century, however, unbridled growth was brutally stopped in its tracks. At the beginning of 1893, many banks failed and thousands of businesses had to close, thus depriving millions of workers of their salaries. Strikes, which often turned violent, broke out across the country. To manage this situation, the government reflected on the role the United States could play in the world: the solution to the country’s economic problems could come from abroad.

			Opening up to the rest of the world

			In around 1890, the United States became the world’s largest economic power, but was still not very visible on the international scene. Indeed, the Monroe Doctrine, adopted in 1823, limited their activity in Europe but still protected the Europeans’ colonialist intentions. American foreign policy was therefore largely turned towards Latin America.

			However, at the end of the century, American industrial production was so high that internal consumption could no longer absorb it all. They therefore needed to find outlets for it, notably in foreign markets. Several reflections were also made in order to redefine foreign policy in relation to this new state of affairs.

			This solution seemed beneficial, as the act of nurturing relationships with potential adversaries would allow the country to channel some of its combative energy elsewhere, while at the same time contributing to the development of a warlike patriotism. Additionally, Britain was struggling to maintain world order, particularly faced with the increasingly powerful German Empire. The idea of American expansionism aimed at neutralising this situation gradually came together: this subsequently paved the way for imperialism. Moreover, the outbreak of the Cuban War of Independence in 1898 offered the perfect pretext for intervening abroad.

			
				
					The Cuban War of Independence

					From 1895, Cuban rebels had fought for their independence from Spain. The American president in office at the time, William McKinley, decided to intervene primarily to make access to the South American foreign markets easier and more secure.

					After a short campaign, Cuba rejoined the American sphere of influence without becoming an official colony. However, without properly annexing the island, the Americans managed to impose, in the new Cuban constitution, an amendment that authorised them to set up naval bases there, but also “to intervene for the preservation of Cuban independence, the maintenance of a government adequate for the protection of life, property, and individual liberty” (Article 3, Platt Amendment).

				

			

			In the same year, Congress ratified a treaty to annex Hawaii, and one to annex the Philippines a year later. These events were behind the opposition between:

			
					The anti-imperialists, such as the writer Mark Twain (1835-1910), who denounced the incompatibility of this annexation with two of the principles of the republic:	constitutional (citizens’ consent)

	and moral (pre-eminence of rights over force).




					The expansionists, of whom Roosevelt was one of the main representatives.

			

			However, following the deadly revolts that took place in the Philippines, the first wave of imperialism stopped almost immediately. The Americans therefore only had one option left: peacefully conquer the foreign markets to spread their wealth and investments there. This was the beginning of the Open Door Policy (1898-1900), through which the Americans invoked the right of nationals of any country to travel and do business without facing any discrimination within the areas of influence of other powers.

			Gradually, the United States promoted a new world order in which any idea of conquest or colonial domination was irrelevant. However, this was only a façade as, behind the apparently disinterested nature of the tasks that they had set themselves, they were justifying the interventions they could carry out in advance.

			An angry population

			In the second half of the 19th century, the American population grew rapidly. From 1860 to 1900, it increased from 30 to 75 million inhabitants, notably due to the mass influx of immigrants, most of whom came from Central and Southern Europe.

			Gradually, the gap between the wealthy and the disadvantaged grew. Factory workers were working in difficult and dangerous conditions. A rebellion was stirring, but strikes were quashed. There was a general sense of discontent, particularly concentrated in the towns. The law and violent repression were no longer sufficient for maintaining order.

			However, in order to continue, the system had to be perceived as essential by the most underprivileged strata of society. This is why the myth of the American dream appeared, spread by education, popular literature and even the Church. The message was clear: everyone could hope to become rich if they worked hard. Additionally, millionaires such as Leland Stanford (American politician and businessman, 1824-1893) founded universities, whose primary objective was to educate the officials who would be responsible for maintaining the system (teachers, lawyers, etc.).

			However, despite the efforts of the ruling elite, much of public opinion shared the various criticisms of those in power and nationwide movements emerged.

			Mass immigration, which intensified during the final two decades of the 19th century, did nothing to solve the issue as it led to economic competition between the new arrivals and those who had already been there for some time. The workforce became too large, which allowed manufacturers to keep salaries low. The crisis of 1893 and the recession that followed only aggravated the situation: the number of strikes exploded and violence worsened. Some towns saw real worker uprisings. This crisis encouraged politicians to take more Progressive measures.

			
				
					Progressivism

					The term ‘progressivism’ comes from a collection of movements primarily aimed at emphasising new ideals for American society and adopting legislation that was favourable to progress in society.

					This trend was above all a reaction from the public authorities in the face of the discontent of the working classes. But the tacit objective was to counter the rise of socialism, which tended to attract those who felt this sense of discontent. It was therefore a question of bolstering the capitalist system by changing it, and not by implementing radical changes: the leading classes wanted above all to calm the social climate. The reform process further accelerated in 1907, a year in which socialists and trade unions considerably increased their influence.

				

			

			It was in this extremely turbulent context that Roosevelt entered the White House.

		

OEBPS/Images/9782806293848_Fig.2-Rough-Riders.jpg





OEBPS/Images/9782806293848_title.png
THEODORE
ROOSEVELT

The Fight Against Corruption

Witten by Jérémy Rocteur
In collaboration with Pierre Frankignoulle
Translated by Jessica Foster

RECLA 50MINUTES co





OEBPS/Images/EN-_History.png
50MINUTES.com

BECOME AN EXPERT
IN HISTORY

George Washington

www.50minutes.com





OEBPS/Images/9782806293848_Fig.1-Portrait.jpg





OEBPS/Images/9782806293848_coverMarketing.png
THEODORE
ROOSEVELT

The Fight Against Corruption

B 50MINUTES.com






