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The two most dangerous lines to the Sicilian Dragon arise after:

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 g6 6.Be3 Bg7 7.f3 Nc6 8.Qd2 0–0 
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Here, White will either castle queenside, either immediately with 9.0-0-0 or one move later, after 9.Bc4 Bd7 10 0-0-0.  

This battle array is commonly known as the Yugoslav Attack or St. George's Attack.

The authors, International Masters Laszlo Sapi and Attila Schneider of the book Sicilian Dragon: Yugoslav 9.Bc4 (Batsford 1989) could not have put it better: 'The Yugoslav in the Sicilian Dragon represents chess at its most bloodthirsty. Both players launch an all-out attack on their opponent's king, and the game becomes an exciting race to see whose attack breaks through first."

The amount of opening theory required to navigate the intricate lines is incredible, and innovations frequently occur after move 20, even after move 30. If you are not up-to-date with the latest trends, it is curtains for you, assuming your opponent is a good mugger without dementia. The Sicilian Dragon has been a long-standing favorite of mine for decades, and I am less inclined to have to keep up with the latest trends in the main lines to get by, although I must say that GM Gawain Jones' two-volume Quality Chess work is top-notch.

In 2018, I wrote an article on chess openings in the July issue of CHESS (UK) - Harry the h-pawn's Positional Justification, and I devoted some space to the Sicilian Dragon played with an early ...h5 punt, eschewing early castling and how my student used it to beat a rival. 

However, this concept is not very popular, with the strongest exponents of this line being the mercurial American grandmaster Alexander Shabalov and Latvian grandmaster Ilmars Starostits. Then came the World Rapid and Blitz in Warsaw 2021 when the strong ELO 2700+ Hungarian grandmaster Richard Rapport (who has since broken into the world's top 10) whipped out the arcane move order and subsequent moves with 1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 g6 6.Be3 Nc6 7.f3 h5!? 8.Qd2 Nxd4!? 9.Bxd4 Bh6!? in his encounters against grandmasters Ivan Saric and Peter Michalik. 

Rapport equalized pretty easily, and as I looked into the logic behind the concept, I was instantly sold on researching this exciting way of circumventing the main line Yugoslav Attack.

I am a full-time chess coach and have stopped playing serious tournaments for more than twenty years, although I used to play one holiday event a year during pre-Covid years. However, one of my students had used the line with powerful effect, taking out an opponent of similar rating (1800+) in over-the-board play with remarkable ease and also quite a few nice online wins over higher-rated opponents.

Anirudh Daga - Teo Hong Ming

Kasparov Chess Foundation - Asia Pacific Rapid (Singapore) 2022

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 g6 6.Be3 Nc6 7.f3 h5 8.Bc4 Bg7 9.Qd2 Bd7 10.0–0–0! Na5 11.Bd3 Rc8 12.f4 Nc4 13.Bxc4 Rxc4 
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14.f5 Ng4! 

White is panicking now since ...Nxe3, and ...Bh6 is on the way.

15.f6? 

The only move is 15.Kb1! when the bishop pair gives Black the edge, but White is very much alive.

15...Bxf6  16.Bg1? 

White has to play 16.Kb1 Bg7 17.h3 Nxe3 18.Qxe3
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16...Rxd4! 

A bone crusher!

17.Bxd4 

The tactics just keep flowing ceaselessly for Black. 

17....e5!
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The threat of ...Bg5 cannot be satisfactorily met.

18.Kb1 exd4 19.Nd5 Be5 20.h3 Nf6 21.Rde1 Nxd5 22.exd5 0–0 23.g4 h4 24.Ref1 Kg7 25.Rhg1 Qb6 26.g5 d3 27.c3 Rc8 28.Ka1 Bf5 29.Qe1 Bg3 30.Qe7 Qd8 31.Qxb7 Qxg5 32.Qxa7 Re8 33.Qd4+ Kg8 34.a3 d2 35.Rd1 Re1 36.Ka2 Rxg1 37.Qxg1 Bc2, and White resigned. 

0–1

The decision to write this book came after I won with the variation against WGM Baira Kovanova (See Chapter 3) and GM Sergei Iskusnyh (Chapter 8) properly in a mid-March Titled Tuesday chess.com event this year. 

I have decided to christen the variation as the Hungarian Dragon. Why? First, it surfaced in top-flight play with the usage by Rapport (Hungarian dude, of course). Rapport has since switched federations to play under the Romanian flag in late May 2022, but he did play those games as a Hungarian player then, so there you go. Secondly, the dangerous reptile is known in the Harry Potter Universe (if you don't believe, go check Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them) as "Supposedly the most dangerous of all dragon breeds, the Hungarian Horntail has black scales and is lizard-like in appearance." – this is fictional of course, but that's beside the point. The monster also appears in the Harry Potter movies, by the way.

And it's quite coincidental, isn't it, that the key move in the variation entails the ...h7-h5 punt, so there you have it. There's the Chinese Dragon (with ...Rb8), and now the Hungarian counterpart appears. To be fair, the most prolific exponent of the line is Russian grandmaster Nikita Matinian who has more than a dozen games easily on ChessBase Database versus masters. But then again, the interesting Tarrasch line 1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 c5 4.cxd5 exd5 5.Nf3 Nc6 6.g3 Nf6 7.Bg2 cxd4 8.Nxd4 Bc5 is now known as the Dubov variation because of his usage even though D.Holm, in correspondence play, and Georg Salwe, one year later in over-the-board play, played the line more than a century ago.

I hope I have done justice to the line in the chapters that follow. I want to thank GM Bojan Vukovic (from the now defunct Chess 24/7 website), GM Gawain Jones, and GM Chris Ward (both Chesspublishing.com) for their robust analysis, which gave me deeper insights into creating this work. My wife, WFM Yip Fong Ling, also proofread the drafts. Also, I would like to thank my editor and publisher, FM Carsten Hanse, and IM Richard Palliser, who has encouraged and supported my magazine writing for CHESS (UK) since I started chess coaching and writing as a career.

Happy reading! 

Junior Tay - July 2022
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Chapter 1: The Move Order
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Getting the move order right is essential to get to the Hungarian Dragon proper. In particular, moves 6 and 7 should be played in sequence, the key idea being to delay the Dragon Bishop's movement and see what White does so that Black can adapt accordingly.

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 g6 6.Be3 Nc6 
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The customary development of Black's king bishop is delayed at first to see if White plays the Yugoslav setup with f3 and Qd2. 

Suppose White chooses to play more sedate lines like 7.Be2, Black does not need to play the ...h5 punt and reverts to the regular Dragon setup with Bg7 and 0-0.

7.f3 h5!? 
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With this pawn advance, we are introducing the Hungarian Dragon. Black immediately prevents the typical Be3–h6 idea, typical of the Main Line Yugoslav, and grabs some kingside space. It probably also creates confusion among muggers who eat Dragons for breakfast after studying the h4–h5 pawn sacrifice lines or the Soltis variation (where Black meets h4 with ...h5).

8.Qd2 Nxd4!? 

[image: A picture containing text, crossword puzzle

Description automatically generated]

Here's the real twist. Black un-standardizes the position by trading on d4 first, so main-line concepts in the Yugoslav Attack go out of the window.

9.Bxd4 

9.Qxd4 is, of course, playable, but we try to earn a tempo on the queen with 9...Bg7.

9...Bh6!? 
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This bishop move creates a non-standard position to fight. If White persists on Yugoslav-type queenside castling, he will have to deal with ...Be6, ...Qa5, and ...Rc8, while Black does not give White a kingside target to aim at since he hasn't castled (and might even play ...Kf8–g7 later).
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