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        The Mary Burritt Christiansen Poetry Series publishes two to four books a year that engage and give voice to the realities of living, working, and experiencing the West and the Border as places and as metaphors. The purpose of the series is to expand access to, and the audience for, quality poetry, both single volumes and anthologies, that can be used for general reading as well as in classrooms.
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  The Arranged Marriage: Poems by Jehanne Dubrow

  The Sky Is Shooting Blue Arrows: Poems by Glenna Luschei

  A Selected History of Her Heart: Poems by Carole Simmons Oles

  The Goldilocks Zone by Kate Gale

  Flirt by Noah Blaustein

  Progress on the Subject of Immensity by Leslie Ullman

  Losing the Ring in the River by Marge Saiser

  Say That by Felecia Caton Garcia

  City of Slow Dissolve by John Chávez

  Breaths by Eleuterio Santiago-Díaz

  For additional titles in the Mary Burritt Christiansen Poetry Series, please visit unmpress.com.
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  If I beheld the sun when it shined

  —Job 31:26
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  REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

  A scene of raw despair—Indians sleeping on a filthy floor.

  A man who sobbed at night and tried to articulate the reason.

  — Richard Hugo, “Letter to [James] Welch from

  Browning [Montana]”


  Postscript at the Beginning

  History is the hard part of the story. Let Indian education and first government–contact speak. Early missionaries, evangelists, government agents, educationists, boarding schoolists, Sunday schoolists. Winter after winter they crowded the sidewalk to school. Shivering. Shivering. The clouds lined up in their school rows. Not another sad-sack story of assimilation. But with respect to relatives—we have arrived on the other side of learning. The history of these voices walks with us.


  Report (1)

  Hide me in your quiver

  —Isaiah 49:2

  It moved inside us,

  the old story before the story,

  a remembrance of memory,

  a fleeing too hard to forget.

  In the primitive landscape

  bushes became wolves

  and the wolves wrote the government reports.

  They strung our hunting grounds with their words,

  leaving a trail we followed.

  Once our stories were round

  but the wolves made them square as houses.

  Bite off the corners of their books

  until they are round as pie plates

  on the counter in the crowded café.

  The wolves kept up their reports—

  betrayal—

  betrayal—

  on the shelving and window sash.

  Their reportage only made what happened

  happen again on paper,

  a map-work still legible as rock drawings.

  I tell you they occupied the land

  leaving us to this day

  their bookshelves and cabinetry.
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