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​Introduction 
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Since ancient times, animals and birds have held a special place in the human imagination, excelling their role in the natural world to become effect symbols in storytelling. The tales of the Arab world are particularly rich with fables where creatures speak, think, and act like humans, offering profound lessons on morality, wisdom, and life. These stories, passed down through generations, are not merely entertaining narratives but are a unique window into the cultural heritage of the Oriental nations. They reveal a deep respect for nature and a keen understanding of human nature itself, often using animal characters as a safe "mask" to critique society, convey truths, and impart timeless virtues. This collection invites you to explore a world where the voices of the wild resonate with the wisdom of the ages. 
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​Chapter one 

​crow and snake

​crow's intelligence in confronting his  neighbors
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There is a crow who has a nest in a tree on a mountain. Nearby there is a black snake's burrow. Whenever  crow  begins to lay eggs, snake swallows them, and if  his eggs  hatches snake will eat  young.  crow realizes this and is deeply saddened by this. He complains about the situation to a friend of his.

Crow says to him:

“I want to consult you about an important matter that concerns me, and I have decided to do it.”-
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Then friend says to him:

“What is that matter?”

The crow says to him:

“I have decided to go to the snake, gouge out his eyes, and get rid of him.”

His friend says to him:

"Why did you want to do this?"

The crow tells him what the snake did to strangle his chicks and kill them.

The friend says to him:

"It is a miserable trick that will bring you problems and disasters, so do not do this dangerous thing."

Crow says to him in surprise:

"Why shouldn't I do this when he eats my chicks, makes me always sad and lonely, causes misery for my wife, and prevents us from enjoying the taste of life and interacting with the beauty of nature?" 

His friend says to him:

“Listen to the trick, and don't put yourself in the position of being accused, lest what happened to the mud frog that wanted to kill the crab and killed himself happen to you”.

Crow says:

"How was that?"

It is said that a frog nested in a thicket full of fish. He lives there for a long time, enjoying eating delicious fish. Then he grows old and can no longer fish, so he becomes very hungry and exhausted. So he sits sadly, thinking about his situation and trying to come up with a trick to save himself from what he was in.
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crab passes by him and notices his sadness and depression, and says to him:

"Why do I see you sad, worried and gloomy?"

Frog says:

“Why shouldn't I be sad when I never stop catching so many fish and enjoying eating them? Today I saw two fishermen passing by this place.”
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One of them says to his companion:

"There are a lot of fish in this place, let's catch them first."

The other says:

“I saw fish in another place that were bigger than this fish, so let us start with it. When we finish with it, we will come to this place where we are and then we destroyed it.”

Frog says;

“I realized that when they finished the distant place, they would come to the thicket and catch the fish there. If that happened, it would be my death and my famine.”

Crab goes to  fish and tells them about it.

The group of fish go to the frog to consult with him, and they say to  frog:

If we come to you to consult with you, the wise does not abandon consulting his enemy.

Frog says:

“As for the fishermen, I cannot handle them. They are strong and powerful, and I have no choice but to leave the place for a nearby pond that has fish, great water, and food suitable for you.”

They say to him:

“No one can grant us this except you.”
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Frog used to carry two fish every day until he reached some hills and ate them. One day he came to take the two fish, and  crab came and said to him:

“I too have become lonely in this place, so take me to that pond, and he carries me and flies with me, until when he approaches the hill where  frog eats  fish, he finds fish bones piled up there, and he knows that the frog is their owner, and that he wants to do to him what he did to 
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If a man meets his enemy in a place where he knows he will perish, whether he fights or not, he must fight for himself to protect himself.

Crab wraps his horns around the frog's neck, then  crab goes to the fish and tells them what happened to the frog.
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"And so the trick may be fatal to the fraudster." 

Crow's friend says...then adds:

But I will show you something which, if you can do it, snakes will be killed without killing yourself, and you will be safe.

"What is that thing?"

Crow says:

His friend replied:

You fly so that you may catch some of the women’s jewelry and snatch it. You keep flying until you throw the jewelry over the snakes’ hole. If the people see that, they will take their jewelry from the snakes and relieve you of them. 

Crow flies high in the sky and finds a noble woman on a roof bathing, and she is putting her jewelry and clothes on the other side. He swoops down and snatches a necklace from her jewelry and flies off with it. The people follow him, and he continues flying so that everyone sees him, until he reaches the snakes’ hole, and he throws the necklace inside their hole. The people continue following him and seeing him. When they reach the snakes’ hole, they take the necklace after killing the snakes.
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​Chapter two

​Lion and  Rabbit

​The rabbit's skill overcomes the lion's strength.
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Lion lives in a land with plenty of water and grass, and in that land there are many other animals that eat both herbivores and carnivores, but the abundance of grass and water and the huge trees with their broad leaves, abundant fruits, and blooming flowers scattered in its vast green valleys do not benefit them, because of their fear of the predatory lion that threatens their lives and snatches their young ones from their hands.
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Animals meet and decide to go to the lion and offer him a solution that will make them live in peace and harmony. 

They say to him:

You have hunted the beast from us after much effort and fatigue from you, and we saw something in it that was good for you and safe for us. If you give us safety and do not frighten us, then we will send you a beast today at your lunchtime. The lion will be satisfied with that, and he will make peace with the other animals on this basis.
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“If you agree to my plan, I will rid you of lion threat once and for all, and you will live in safety and peace.”
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Monsters say:

"What are we tasked with doing to get rid of  lion threat?"

rabbit says:

“You order whoever takes me to  lion to be his lunch to give me time so that I can be slow in going to him and arrive late.”

The animals say:

"So that"

Rabbit slowly advances, until she is past the time when  lion is eating his lunch, then she advances slowly towards him on her own, and lion is very hungry and angry.

Lion says to her:

"Where did you come from?"

rabbit said firmly, without stuttering or nervousness:

––––––––
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“I am the messenger of the animals to you. They sent me with a rabbit, which is your lunch. A lion followed me on the road next to you and took the rabbit from me by force.”

He said to me threateningly and warningly:

“I am more deserving of this land and the animals in it.”

I said to him:

“This is the lunch of the Lion King who rules over us in that region, and we are subservient to him. The animals sent it to him with me. Do not take it from me without justification.”

He cursed and insulted you while he was eating the rabbit that he took from me, so I ran to tell you.”

The lion roars loudly, filling the horizon and shaking the place. He says to her in a loud voice:

“Come with me quickly and show me where this lion is.”

​[image: ]

Rabbit sets off with him, her legs firmly planted, until she reaches a well with clear, flowing water. He sees his shadow and the rabbit’s shadow in the water, and he does not doubt what she says. He jumps into the well with all his strength to fight him, and he drowns immediately.
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Rabbit returns to the rest of the animals and tells them the news of lion's death and drowning. They thank her, feel grateful to her, and live in peace and harmony. 
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​Chapter three

​Collared dove

​dove and her chicks escape after falling into the trap
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There is a place near the city of Dahar in the land of Sindh where there is much hunting, which hunters use to frequent. In that place there is a tree with many branches, and intertwined leaves, in which is a crow’s nest. One day, while he is lying in his nest, he sees an ugly-looking, ill-tempered hunter, with a net on his shoulder and a stick in his hand, approaching the tree.

Crow is startled by him and says:

[image: ]

“This man comes to this place either for me or for someone else, so I will watch him and see what he will do.” 

Hunter spreads his net, and scatters the seeds on it, and lays in wait near it. He does not stay long when a dove called the collared dove one passed by him, and she is the mistress of the doves and with her are many doves. 
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She and her companions do not see where the snare is, so they land on the seeds to pick them up, and they are all caught in the net.  Hunter comes, happy and pleased, and every dove begins to wriggle in the snares of the net, seeking salvation for herself.
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Collared dove says to them:

“Do not be lazy in treatment, and do not let one of your souls be more important to another than the other. Rather, let us all cooperate and fly as one bird and help each other so that we may all be saved.”

So
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