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Mittens, a gray kitten with a red scarf, played in the sunny park. She rolled her favorite ball near the tall grass and felt the soft breeze. Mittens stayed quiet when other animals passed, but she still smiled. Suddenly, the ball bounced away toward the bushes, rolling faster than she could catch.

Mittens hurried after her ball, paws tapping the warm dirt path. She bent down to peek under a bench but found only dry leaves. "Oh no," she whispered softly, feeling her tummy twist with worry. Her whiskers drooped as she looked around, unsure which way the ball had gone.

Benny, an orange kitten wearing a blue cap, noticed Mittens looking worried. "Need help?" he said gently, tilting his head. Mittens nodded, her ears drooping low. She felt shy but was glad someone had stopped to ask. Benny’s kind eyes made her feel a little safer.

They searched together under the swings where shadows danced across the sand. Benny smiled and said, "We can find it if we try." His voice was steady and warm. Mittens looked at him and felt a little braver inside, her tail lifting just a bit.

Daisy, a white puppy with a yellow bandana, trotted over wagging her tail. She sniffed the ground carefully and said, "I’ll help too!" Mittens’ heart warmed at her friendly voice. The three of them stood side by side, ready to keep looking together.

The friends checked behind the sandbox, where tiny ants marched in a neat
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