
Table of Contents

Temples of the Living God

Index

There are no shortcuts to receive the Holy Spirit

In our days and times, where is the Holy Spirit?

God’s presence through the new covenant

Becoming available to the Divine counselor

Sign up for Fernando Davalos's Mailing List

Also By Fernando Davalos

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Temples of the Living God


[image: ]


[image: image]

“What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost, which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?”

1 Corinthians 6:19, KJV
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“And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come”.

Matthew 12:32, KJV

There is no doubt that the dissemination of the message of Jesus and its subsequent consolidation in our world carried out by the first apostles and fathers of the church during the first two hundred years after the ascension of Jesus to heaven was due to the action of the Holy Spirit, the counselor sent as a gift by Jesus to humanity as His permanent intermediary and who would always act on His behalf on this earth.

The evangelist Luke in his Acts of the Apostles - which in the opinion of many readers his testimony should be named ‘the acts of the holy spirit in the hearts of the apostles’ – describes to us how the Holy Spirit was the protagonist in the evangelical accomplishment of the apostles of Jesus through His constant inspirations on how, when, where and with whom to act with effectiveness in a totally hostile and dangerous environment that was totally opposed to the teachings of Jesus Christ.

With the arrival of the Roman Emperor Constantine to power, the Christian religion based on the teachings of Jesus became the official religion of the Roman Empire and as a result was regrettably distorted, adulterated, and paganized, admitting into its ranks many characters who sought to take political advantage in positions that conferred power and pre-eminence and who did not care in the least for the message and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth. As a consequence, the Holy Spirit ceased to animate and inspire the hearts of the new leaders of the church to such a degree that this new institution and the immense power amassed by the papacy and the so-called ‘religious leaders’ of Christianity that took over the holy priesthood of the past in order to protect their selfish interests of wealth and power began to fill their hands with the blood of the true followers of Jesus that they have persecuted through the centuries. And thus, the historical annihilating of Christianity took place.

What happened to those apostles, true temples of the living God? Where are their successors now? Where is the Holy Spirit at work in our church now? In whose hearts does His endless fire burn nowadays?

Could we say that their drifting apart has to do with the chaotic state and darkness of our current world? Since they are certainly not found anywhere. In any institution, in any society, and in any nation are they now present as an established group.

The few living temples that exist and act among us as apostles of Christ Jesus do so in virtual anonymity since they are not recognized in a world infiltrated by Satan whose values ​​despise those who seek to convert their bodies into pure temples where the Holy Spirit dwells. 

Our contemporary apostles are certain that we live in the end of times, and they work for their own salvation, helping with their example those who have eyes to see, ears to hear and understanding to understand.

No one can be filled with the Holy Spirit if they do not first empty themselves of their own darkness. And it can well be concluded that if we are now not filled with the Holy Spirit, then only the spirits of this world dominated by the evil one guide our existences.

The construction of a new heaven and earth begins in our hearts, and it is an individual path. And yes, it is possible to walk to meet Jesus as contemporary apostles and living temples serving with our example those who want to deny themselves and take up their own crosses to follow Jesus.

Evil has increased in our world and we are certainly in the last days since people have stopped loving God and many who say they love and represent Him, either being themselves persons or institutions show their hypocrisy with their way of living attached to the values of this world and their rampant immorality. They are the false teachers.

What is expected then of us humble followers of Jesus in these end times?

It is expected that we may we continue to establish our hearts with the guidance of our Holy Spirit about how to communicate the good news of the kingdom to others effectively. 

In this way we will affirm together with the apostle Paul of Tarsus: “So you are no longer foreigners and upstarts, but fellow citizens with the saints, and members of the family of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, being the main cornerstone Jesus Christ himself, in whom the whole building, well coordinated, is growing to be a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together for a habitation of God in the Spirit” (Ephesians 2:19-22, KJV, 1960).
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In our days and times, where is the Holy Spirit?
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“Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?”.

Psalm 139:7, KJV

The Holy Spirit’s coming on the disciples is very symbolic because it marks the commencement of the Church, as it were. Before the Ascension of Christ into heaven, He admonished His disciples to wait patiently for the Holy Spirit, who would come to energise and embolden them and also remind them of all the things He (Christ) had told them while on earth. The Holy Spirit descended down on the early Christians, He is very much with us today, and would continue to dwell with us till the end of time. (Jn. 14:16). Indeed, without the Holy Spirit, the Church would be dead, and humanity doomed forever.  (Gabriel Osu, 2015. The Significance Of Pentecost). 

In this scenario, how many followers full of the holy spirit has the church today? And if there are any, how can we identify them?

In his article The Seven Works of the Holy Spirit, David Paul (2022, ftc.co) shared his views about the holy spirit’ actions on the followers of Jesus in our days: 

	Jesus followers are transforming their lives preparing their bodies to be a clean and holy abode for the holy spirit to live and act within.

	Their hearts are not comfortable any more with their fallen nature and the sins of this world, and they do not contribute with their actions to increase the darkness of this world. They work everyday for their own sanctification.

	The divine counselor moves them away from wrong beliefs and shows them the profound truths of the teachings of Jesus.

	They proclaim the gospel under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, speaking forth God’s word to others.

	They receive spiritual gifts to better serve the church founded by Jesus, being wisdom among these.

	They pray and worship more and develop gratitude and a thankful heart to God.

	They walk the path that the holy spirit presents for their lives.


“To be filled with the Spirit” recognizes a yieldedness on the part of the disciples to the purposes of their Lord. This term especially acknowledges the availability of the disciples to the Holy Spirit, to be his instruments for the carrying out of the Lord’s mission on earth, the evangelization of all mankind. The promise of the Spirit is directly related to this truth. Nothing is to be attempted, indeed nothing can be done, until the Holy Spirit fills them. Interestingly, an examination of the terms “filled with the Spirit” and “full of the Spirit” will reveal that they are not associated with ecstatic speech, but clearly with the proclamation of an intelligible message. Consistently, the characteristic of spirit-filled men in Luke’s writings is that they are spokesmen for God. Their message is spirit originated and spirit powered (Huber L. Drumwright Jr. The Holy Spirit in the book of Acts. Southwestern Journal of Theology, Vol 17, Fall 1974).

So, do we have this kind of priests full of the Holy spirit in our church today? Have we found one?

For one thing, all service to God is ultimately dependent upon the gift of the Spirit (Osu, 2015). 

Consequently, is our church still under the guidance of the Holy Spirit? Or has the spirit become invisible in our church?

David Padfield (2010), in his book The Beatitudes, the Path to a New Life, asserted that “one of the greatest problems in many local congregations today is superficiality, and that the remedy for this superficiality is found in the Beatitudes”.

If we have not found the actions of the Holy Spirit in the lives of our priests or within our religious institutions, we must remember that we can seek the comforter in our own hearts because the Holy Spirit and his ongoing work is taking place in our own lives as the apostle Paul  affirmed in Romans 8:16, “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God” (KJV).

But there is hope because God has placed the laity “on the front lines” of the Church, where the battle is fiercest. There, lay men and women become saints by living holy lives deep in the secular world (Dr, Tom Neal, 2022. What is the Role of the Laity in the Church and the World?). 

Because who is going to enact this radical change of receiving in our lives the blessings of the Holy Spirit within our own self? The congregation? No, this is a personal change. A personal atonement. It can’t be in no other way.

On this same subject Davalos (2022), affirmed: “ I can see no hope elsewhere because salvation is a personal journey, and nobody can do it for us. We can only teach others the path to Jesus through our own example, through our own redemption, given that unfortunately, the fruits of the spirit have dried in many religious institutions that have been infiltrated by the evil one. A Church realized, sanctified, and redeemed by Jesus only exists through the holiness of its members and where the Holy Spirit resides and illuminates their actions in this world. (F. Davalos, 2022. The Apostolate of the Laity. Living the Beatitudes One Day at a Time, p.14).
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