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			Introduction

			When we are on holiday, it is such a blessing to be able to lie in and do as we please during the day. Then when the holiday is over, reality sets in, and it is back to the routine of work. Some of us have regular jobs, some are looking for work, and others are retired from work.

			Ever wondered about the significance of work? I think we all would answer immediately, we need income to pay for food, housing, and essential items… a form of barter. Let’s look a little deeper. Work gives us independence and enables us to support our families. Having work brings about a sense of security, hopefully long-term. In work-places, there is an opportunity to make a difference. It gives us a sense of purpose to get up in the morning. We tend to feel valued for our abilities, if we do well. For some, it means a relief from aimlessly wandering around; it forms a sense of routine and structure. Pursuing our passion and finding enjoyment can be another positive point. People are social creatures and going to work means meeting new people and being part of a community. In some instances, there is skill development including mental and physical stimulation. Work, on a par with family, shapes social identity while contributing to society. When you come to retirement, you can look back at a legacy built for future generations.

			I was wondering what God says about work, what kind of work people in the Bible did, and how they obtained work?

			

			Genesis ٢ – ١٥ So the Lord God took the man [He had made] and settled him in the Garden of Eden to cultivate and keep it. 

			God created us for work. Work existed when God brought Adam into existence. Adam was tasked as a farmer/a gardener/a horticulturist/a conservationist/a game ranger. He attended to all of nature. 

			Exodus ٣١ – ٢ “See, I have called by name Bezalel, son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. ٣ I have filled him with the Spirit of God in wisdom and skill, in understanding and intelligence, in knowledge, and in all kinds of craftsmanship, ٤ to make artistic designs for work in gold, in silver, and in bronze, ٥ and in the cutting of stones for settings, and in the carving of wood, to work in all kinds of craftsmanship. ٦ And behold, I Myself have appointed with him Oholiab, son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; to all who are wise-hearted I have given the skill and ability to make everything that I have commanded you. Here we see that God gives us the gift of skills and wisdom and equips us for work. 

			Then we see in Colossians ٣ – ٢٣ Whatever you do [whatever your task may be], work from the soul [that is, put in your very best effort], as [something done] for the Lord and not for men, ٢٤ knowing [with all certainty] that it is from the Lord [not from men] that you will receive the inheritance which is your [greatest] reward. It is the Lord Christ whom you [actually] serve. 

			We are called to work with excellence as if we are serving God in our workplace. 

			

			Proverbs ١٠ – ٤ Poor is he who works with a negligent and idle hand, But the hand of the diligent makes him rich. This scripture speaks about being diligent, as it will profit you in the long run. 

			١Timothy ٥ – ٨ If anyone fails to provide for his own, and especially for those of his own family, he has denied the faith [by disregarding its precepts] and is worse than an unbeliever [who fulfills his obligation in these matters]. Here the Bible speaks of providing for your own family. 

			Ephesians ٤ – ٢٨ The thief [who has become a believer] must no longer steal, but instead he must work hard [making an honest living], producing that which is good with his own hands, so that he will have something to share with those in need. The Bible indicates that we should not only provide for our families but be able to share with those in need. 

			Genesis ٢ – ٣ So God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it [as His own, that is, set it apart as holy from other days], because in it He rested from all His work which He had created and done. We see that God did not work seven days a week, He also rested, hence we are also to have a time of rest and relaxation and meditate on our work so that we too might declare that it was good and pleasing.

			I have had a rough working career. I didn’t know what to study after school and was encouraged by family into a specific field. When I started working, I spent several years at the same company in the same job but had an opportunity to work overseas on a holiday working visa. I jumped at the opportunity, not realising it would be hard to get back into a permanent, full-time job on my return, because of the economic climate, business and human resources trends, and the political climate. The overseas experience was enriching, however due to not having the skills required by overseas companies, I could only obtain a holiday working visa, not a four-year work permit. On my return to South Africa, I thought that taking short courses and studying further would help me, but this took me from one temporary position or contract position to another (normally a relief for a permanent employee on sick leave or maternity leave or annual leave). I lacked the stability of a permanent job and a fixed salary, as well as the extra benefits such as pension and medical aid. I worked with some bosses and colleagues who were tyrants, dictators, micromanagers, bullies, taskmasters, abusers, narcissists, and toxic leaders. The environments in which I worked were also very dysfunctional, where some of the companies restructured, went under curatorship (court administration), and some closed down.

			

			In some countries, it is difficult to obtain a job due to the skill shortage list of the specific country, Visa/Work Permit requirements for foreigners, the economic and political landscape of the specific country, experience level requirements, language barriers and networking abilities for opportunities.

			

			I invite you to journey and pray with me through this book as you navigate your working life.

			Jesus’ love. 

			Caren Joyce Reid

			South Africa

			cjreid٧٧٧@gmail.com
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			Chapter 1

			before we start, let us take time to thank Jesus for what He has done, what He is doing, and what He will do in your life through this book. Friend, He led you to the book and He will be faithful to lead, guide, and direct you through each story and each prayer, that they may affect your life.

			Genesis ١ – ١In the beginning God (Elohim) created [by forming from nothing] the heavens and the earth. ٢ The earth was formless and void or a waste and emptiness, and darkness was upon the face of the deep [primeval ocean that covered the unformed earth]. The Spirit of God was moving (hovering, brooding) over the face of the waters. ٣ And God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. ٤ God saw that the light was good (pleasing, useful) and He affirmed and sustained it; and God separated the light [distinguishing it] from the darkness. ٥ And God called the light day, and the darkness He called night. And there was evening and there was morning, one day. ٦ And God said, “Let there be an expanse [of the sky] in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters [below the expanse] from the waters [above the expanse].” ٧ And God made the expanse [of sky] and separated the waters which were under the expanse from the waters which were above the expanse; and it was so [just as He commanded]. ٨ God called the expanse [of sky] heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, a second day. ٩ Then God said, “Let the waters below the heavens be gathered into one place [of standing, pooling together], and let the dry land appear”; and it was so. ١٠ God called the dry land earth, and the gathering of the waters He called seas; and God saw that this was good (pleasing, useful) and He affirmed and sustained it. ١١ So God said, “Let the earth sprout [tender] vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit according to (limited to, consistent with) their kind, whose seed is in them upon the earth”; and it was so. ١٢ The earth sprouted and abundantly produced vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their kind, and trees bearing fruit with seed in them, according to their kind; and God saw that it was good and He affirmed and sustained it. ١٣ And there was evening and there was morning, a third day. ١٤ Then God said, “Let there be light-bearers (sun, moon, stars) in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night, and let them be useful for signs (tokens) [of God’s provident care], and for marking seasons, days, and years; ١٥ and let them be useful as lights in the expanse of the heavens to provide light on the earth”; and it was so, [just as He commanded]. ١٦ God made the two great lights—the greater light (the sun) to rule the day, and the lesser light (the moon) to rule the night; He made the [galaxies of] stars also [that is, all the amazing wonders in the heavens]. ١٧ God placed them in the expanse of the heavens to provide light upon the earth, ١٨ to rule over the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness; and God saw that it was good and He affirmed and sustained it. ١٩ And there was evening and there was morning, a fourth day. ٢٠ Then God said, “Let the waters swarm and abundantly produce living creatures, and let birds soar above the earth in the open expanse of the heavens.” ٢١ God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarmed according to their kind, and every winged bird according to its kind; and God saw that it was good and He affirmed and sustained it. ٢٢ And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” ٢٣ And there was evening and there was morning, a fifth day. ٢٤ Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to (limited to, consistent with) their kind: livestock, crawling things, and wild animals of the earth according to their kinds”; and it was so [because He had spoken them into creation]. ٢٥ So God made the wild animals of the earth according to their kind, and the cattle according to their kind, and everything that creeps and crawls on the earth according to its kind; and God saw that it was good (pleasing, useful) and He affirmed and sustained it. ٢٦ Then God said, “Let Us (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) make man in Our image, according to Our likeness [not physical, but a spiritual personality and moral likeness]; and let them have complete authority over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, the cattle, and over the entire earth, and over everything that creeps and crawls on the earth.” ٢٧ So God created man in His own image, in the image and likeness of God He created him; male and female He created them. ٢٨ And God blessed them [granting them certain authority] and said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth, and subjugate it [putting it under your power]; and rule over (dominate) the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and every living thing that moves upon the earth.” ٢٩ So God said, “Behold, I have

			

			given you every plant yielding seed that is on the surface of the entire earth, and every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you; ٣٠ and to all the animals on the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that moves on the ground—to everything in which there is the breath of life—I have given every green plant for food”; and it was so [because He commanded it]. ٣١ God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was very good and He validated it completely. And there was evening and there was morning, a sixth day.

			The Creation of Man and Woman

			٢ ١ So the heavens and the earth were completed, and all their hosts (inhabitants). ٢ And by the seventh day God completed His work which He had done, and He rested (ceased) on the seventh day from all His work which He had done. ٣ So God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it [as His own, that is, set it apart as holy from other days], because in it He rested from all His work which He had created and done.

			We see in the above scripture that God worked from the beginning of time. He gave us Himself as an example of how to work. He declared “that it was good” about everything He made. He worked with excellence and never made a mistake – you are not a mistake. God is depicted as an architect, builder, and master craftsman as well as a gardener, farmer, horticulturist, and conservationist, especially as a carer of mankind. God not only created heaven and earth, He maintains and
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[whatever your task may be], work from the soul [that is,
put in your very best effort], as [something done] for
the LORD and not for men
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