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			Dear Reader,

			Did you know there’s a Magic Tree House® book for every kid? From those just starting to read chapter books to more experienced readers, Magic Tree House® has something for everyone, including science, sports, geography, wildlife, history…and always a bit of mystery and magic!
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				Happy reading!
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				When I write Magic Tree House® adventures, I love including facts about the times and places Jack and Annie visit. But when readers finish these adventures, I want them to learn even more. So that’s why we write a series of nonfiction books that are companions to the fiction titles in the Magic Tree House® series. We call these books Fact Trackers because we love to track the facts! Whether we’re researching dinosaurs, pyramids, Pilgrims, sea monsters, or cobras, we’re always amazed at how wondrous and surprising the real world is. We want you to experience the same wonder we do—so get out your pencils and notebooks and hit the trail with us. You can be a Magic Tree House® Fact Tracker, too!
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				Here’s what kids, parents, and teachers have to say about the Magic Tree House® Fact Trackers:

				
					“They are so good. I can’t wait for the next one. All I can say for now is prepare to be amazed!” —Alexander N.

					“I have read every Magic Tree House book there is. The [Fact Trackers] are a thrilling way to get more information about the special events in the story.” —John R.

					“These are fascinating nonfiction books that enhance the magical time-traveling adventures of Jack and Annie. I love these books, especially American Revolution. I was learning so much, and I didn’t even know it!” —Tori Beth S.

					“[They] are an excellent ‘behind-the-scenes’ look at what the [Magic Tree House fiction] has started in your imagination! You can’t buy one without the other; they are such a complement to one another.” —Erika N., mom

					“Magic Tree House [Fact Trackers] took my children on a journey from Frog Creek, Pennsylvania, to so many significant historical events! The detailed manuals are a remarkable addition to the classic fiction Magic Tree House books we adore!” —Jenny S., mom

					“[They] are very useful tools in my classroom, as they allow for students to be part of the planning process. Together, we find facts in the [Fact Trackers] to extend the learning introduced in the fictional companions. Researching and planning classroom activities, such as our class Olympics based on facts found in Ancient Greece and the Olympics, help create a genuine love for learning!” —Paula H., teacher
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			To Cyndi Pratt and Sheila Del Soldato with love

		

	
		
			Historical Consultant:

			DAVID DELGADO SHORTER, Associate Professor of World Arts and Cultures, UCLA

			Education Consultant:

			HEIDI JOHNSON, Earth Science and Paleontology, Lowell Junior High School, Bisbee, Arizona

			As always, very special thanks to the excellent folks at Random House: Gloria Cheng, Liam Hart, Mallory Loehr, Lisa Findlay, and especially to our wonderful editor, Diane Landolf.
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				Dear Readers,

				When we came back from our adventure in A Good Night for Ghosts, we had lots of questions. Do ghosts really exist? What are some of the most famous ghost stories?

				To find out the answers, we had to be fact trackers!

				First, we got some great books from the library. Later, when we started looking up ghosts on the computer, we found some websites that were not helpful. You might need to ask your parents or a teacher or librarian to help you find useful information on the computer. When we did find good websites, we began by tracking the facts about ghosts in the United States. Our search then led us to Great Britain.

				We learned so much. Being a fact tracker is fun. So get out your notebooks and your ghost hunters’ gear, and let’s get going!
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