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Grey Snake
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Snakes are one of the most interesting creatures you will find anywhere. Many people are afraid of snakes because they don’t know much about them. All they know is what they’ve seen on TV or in the movies, where snakes are usually the bad guys. But there’s a lot more to snakes than you might think.
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Blind Snake

There are about 2,900 types of snakes in the world, and they live in almost every country. Snakes can live in trees, in the water, in the desert, and everywhere in between. Some, like the Brahiminy Blind snake, are tiny, only four inches long. And others, like the Anaconda, can grow to thirty-eight feet. 
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Anaconda

Most snakes won’t harm humans, but it’s hard to tell the good snakes from the harmful ones. Poisonous snakes have bright colors. They use their color to warn others to stay away. 
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California King Snake

All snakes are meat-eaters, but how they eat differs from one snake to another. Really, snakes have their unique ways of doing things that make perfect sense for them, and we’re learning more and more all the time about how it all works.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Baby Snakes


[image: ]


––––––––
[image: ]


[image: image]

Python hatching

Snakes aren’t born the way other animals are. Most baby snakes hatch from eggs. But unlike bird mothers, whose babies also hatch from eggs, snake mothers don’t sit with their eggs, keep them warm, and wait for them to hatch. 
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Python and Cobra mothers are exceptions. They keep watch over their eggs. Python mothers can be very devoted and stay with their eggs nearly all the time. To keep the eggs warm or make them even warmer, the Python mothers will start shivering. Cobra mothers build nests for their eggs, just like birds.

Some snakes keep their eggs inside them for so long that the baby snakes are ready to hatch as soon as the mother lays her eggs. And still others, like the Rattlesnake and the Boa Constrictor, don’t lay eggs at all. Their babies are born live.
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Cobra Eggs

All baby snakes are born with an egg tooth that lets them crack open their shell if they’ve been laid or poke through the gooey sac covering them if they are born live. This egg tooth falls off right after hatching. Once the babies are born, they are on their own.
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Snake Skeleton

Because snakes can slither and bend every which way, you probably think they don’t have any bones, but they do. Snakes are vertebrates, which means they have a backbone and ribs just like we do. They simply have more of them so they can be more flexible. 

Snakes can move with no legs because they have special scales on their bellies that help them stay balanced and crawl on the ground or in trees. And while you might think that snakes are slimy, their scale-skin is dry.
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Close-up of Snake Skin

Snakes grow by removing, or shedding, one skin and growing another. They peel the old skin by rubbing their mouth against something like a rock and keep rubbing and working back to their tail. It can take up to 14 days!
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King Cobra Shedding

Snakes don’t have ears on the outside of their heads. They hear by sensing vibrations around them that travel from their jawbone to an inner ear we can’t see. That’s how they can tell when lunch is walking by. 

Another strange thing about snakes is that they don’t have any lids on their eyes, so their eyes never close. Instead of an eyelid, snakes have a layer of skin over their eyes that protects them. They shed this eye layer just like the rest of their skin, and then it grows back. 
How does a snake sleep when he can’t close his eyes? Well, his brain tells him it’s time to sleep, and out he goes. Nice for the snake, but don’t assume just because a snake isn’t moving that he’s asleep!
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Asleep or Awake?

Snakes are skinny, so their insides look different from ours. All of their organs have to line up in a single file. The throat alone takes up a third of the snake’s body. Snakes’ jaws are very flexible, allowing them to open their mouths super wide. It’s one reason they can swallow animals that are so big!
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Cottonmouth Snake
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