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			Praise for A Light Still Burns

			“This book by an experienced and highly credentialed former military officer pungently and bravely advocates the case for Israel from personal experience and a perception of widespread antisemitism in this country. His heart and his head are passionately on display.”

			—General the Honourable Sir Peter John Cosgrove AK AC (Mil) CVO MC (Ret.), Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia, 2014–2019

			“Sparked into action by the atrocities of October 7, Michael Scott brings his powerful perspective as a thirty-year veteran of the Australian army to combatting the dangerous and pernicious societal ill of antisemitism. You may not agree with his every critique how the political class, the media, and the United Nations have responded to this challenge, but after reading this book you will be left in no doubt about his indefatigable commitment to turning back this tide of hate. He understands rightly what it is at stake not just for Australia and Israel but for the wider world.”

			—The Honourable Josh Frydenberg, Treasurer of the Commonwealth of Australia, 2018–2022

			“Colonel Michael Scott is a powerful and principled voice at a moment when clarity and courage are urgently needed. As a non-Jewish military leader with deep experience in the region, he brings rare moral authority to the defence of Israel and Western civilisation. His book, A Light Still Burns, is both timely and necessary—a clear-sighted contribution from a man who chooses to lead when it matters most.” 

			—Colonel Richard Kemp CBE (Ret.), former Commander of British Forces in Afghanistan

			“Colonel Michael Scott offers a rare and powerful perspective in A Light Still Burns. Drawing on decades of outstanding military service and a deep personal journey, he sheds light on the moral clarity of Israel’s struggle and the urgent need to stand against antisemitism. This book is both a timely warning and a call to conscience from an independent observer.”

			—Colonel The Honourable Dr. Mike Kelly AM (Ret.), Former Australian Army Officer, Minister for Defence Materiel and Member for Eden Monaro. Adjunct Professor at the University of Canberra’s National Security Institute

			“Colonel Michael Scott has been a powerful voice in helping Australia and the international community understand the ongoing conflict in Israel and Gaza since October 7. As a decorated military officer with experience serving in Jerusalem, he brings a unique perspective to understanding the conflict.”

			—Julian Leeser MP, Federal Member for Berowra, Shadow Attorney-General 

			“A Light Still Burns is a clarion call from a warrior-scholar who understands the stakes of our time. Colonel Michael Scott brings the insight of lived experience and the conviction of a soldier unwilling to look away. This is not just a book about Israel—it is a defence of Western civilisation, moral courage, and the values worth standing up for. In an age of appeasement and ambiguity, Scott speaks with rare clarity and strength.”

			—Major Andrew Fox (Ret.), British Army; Research Fellow, Henry Jackson Society
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			For Dracaena, Poppy, Charlie, Cameron, Georgina, and Ashton.

			Mark Twain once said, “The two most important days in your life are the day you are born and the day you find out why.” After October 7, 2023, I found my why. This book is part of my commitment to ensuring that future generations inherit a better world than the one we see today.

		

	
		
			 

			 

			 

			 

			“I have believed passionately in the right of the State of Israel to exist within secure and recognised boundaries. I have believed in that right not just because of the horror of the Holocaust but because the world should never have allowed the Jewish people to be without a home and a refuge.”

			 

			Bob Hawke

			23rd Prime Minister of Australia

			 

			“A strong Israel is essential for a secure and just world.”

			John Howard

			25th Prime Minister of Australia
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			Preface

			By Michael Scott CSC

			“In any moment of decision, the best thing you can do is the right thing, the next best thing is the wrong thing, and the worst thing you can do is nothing.”

			Theodore Roosevelt

			26th President of the United States

			Throughout history, civilisations have risen and fallen based on their ability to defend themselves—not just with swords and shields, but with ideas, principles, and moral clarity. Today, we find ourselves in an era where Western values, once considered unshakable, are being systematically undermined. The resurgence of antisemitism, the erosion of historical truth, and the rise of ideological movements that seek to dismantle the foundations of democracy and civilisation are all symptoms of this broader decline.

			This book is a call to arms—not with weapons, but with words, facts, and unwavering moral conviction. It is a collection of essays that I have written since October 7, 2023, each grappling with the stark realities facing Israel, the Jewish people, and the broader Western world. Through these pages, I seek to expose the lies, challenge the false narratives, and provide a framework for understanding the existential battle in which we are engaged.

			Why I Wrote This Book

			I have spent three decades in the Australian Defence Force, serving in some of the world’s most volatile regions. My experiences in Timor-Leste, Bougainville, Iraq, and Afghanistan have given me a deep appreciation for the complexities of war, peace, and national survival. However, nothing shaped my worldview more profoundly than the years I spent in Israel.

			From July 2019 to September 2021, I lived in Jerusalem while seconded to a United Nations peacekeeping mission. My role required me to travel extensively across the region—Israel, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, and Egypt—engaging with military, diplomatic, and non-government officials together with citizens of the Levant. I witnessed firsthand the challenges Israel faces: the relentless existential threats from terrorist organisations, the moral dilemmas of asymmetrical warfare, and the absurd double standards imposed by the international community.

			Yet, what struck me most was not just Israel’s capacity for self-defence, but its resilience, ingenuity, and profound sense of humanity. It is a nation that has not only survived against all odds but has thrived, despite unrelenting hostility. It is a people who have turned deserts into gardens, persecution into perseverance, and adversity into strength.

			In the aftermath of that atrocious display at the Sydney Opera House on October 9, 2023, I resolved to not be a bystander. To combat antisemitism, defend Israel’s rightful place in the world, and fight for the preservation of Western civilisation. In July 2024, I founded The 2023 Foundation Ltd with my wife, Dracaena, to take this calling beyond words and into action. This book is part of that mission.

			The Battle for Truth

			Israel’s struggle is not just military—it is informational, ideological, and existential. The war against the Jewish state is fought not only with rockets and terrorism but with lies, propaganda, and historical revisionism. The modern battlefield is as much in university lecture halls, media outlets, and on social media platforms as it is in the streets of Gaza or the hills of Judea and Samaria.

			We live in an age where truth itself is under siege. The events of October 7, 2023, when Hamas terrorists launched the deadliest attack on Israel in decades, were a horrifying wake-up call. The massacre of innocent civilians, the widespread use of rape as a weapon of war, and the sadistic slaughter of entire families were met with a chilling response—not just from Hamas’s apologists in the Arab world, but from left-wing activists, academics, and even Western governments who refused to unequivocally condemn the atrocities. Instead, they sought to “contextualise” the bloodshed, to justify the unjustifiable, and to place blame not on the perpetrators but on the victims.

			This pattern is not new. The world has long been comfortable with Jewish suffering but intolerant of Jewish strength. When Jews are persecuted, the world issues solemn declarations of remembrance. When Jews fight back, they are called oppressors. This hypocrisy must be exposed and challenged.

			This book is my contribution to that effort. It is a defence of Israel’s right to exist—not merely as a political entity but as a moral necessity. It is a rejection of the poisonous ideologies that seek to erode Western civilisation from within. It is a challenge to the complacency, cowardice, and intellectual dishonesty that allow antisemitism to fester unchecked.

			What This Book Offers

			This book is structured into thematic sections, each addressing a critical aspect of the struggle for truth and civilisation.

			•Section I – The Eternal Struggle: Examines the persistence of antisemitism, from historical pogroms to its modern resurgence in the West, exposing how hatred of the Jewish people evolves yet never truly disappears.

			•Section II – The Iron Shield: Explores Israel’s security challenges, the ethical dilemmas of warfare, and the double standards imposed on the Jewish state, revealing how Israel is condemned for doing what any other nation would consider self-preservation.

			•Section III – The War of Perception: Dissects how misinformation, media bias, and academic corruption fuel the delegitimisation of Israel and Western values, turning propaganda into mainstream discourse.

			•Section IV – The West at a Crossroads: Situates Israel’s struggle within the larger decline of Western civilisation, warning against moral relativism, ideological subversion, and the erosion of democratic societies.

			•Section V – Winning the Peace: Offers a strategic roadmap for Israel and its allies, outlining what must change in policy, diplomacy, and global engagement to secure a just and lasting future.

			Each essay is framed within a broader narrative, providing historical context, strategic analysis, and firsthand insight to help readers connect the dots between seemingly disparate events. Together, they form a mosaic of the ideological battle being waged today—one that will shape the future of our world.

			Who This Book is For

			This book is for those who refuse to be bystanders. It is for those who understand that silence in the face of evil is complicity. It is for Jews and non-Jews alike who recognise that the fight against antisemitism is not merely about protecting one people—it is about defending the values that uphold free societies.

			It is for those who are tired of media distortions, historical amnesia, and intellectual cowardice. It is for those who seek clarity in an age of deliberate confusion. It is for those who refuse to accept the false equivalence between democracy and terrorism, between civilisation and barbarism.

			And above all, it is for those who understand that the battle for Israel’s survival is inseparable from the battle for the survival of Western civilisation itself.

			A Final Thought

			In one of his final speeches, Winston Churchill warned that the greatest threat to civilisation was not external aggression but internal decay. “To each there comes in their lifetime a special moment when they are figuratively tapped on the shoulder and offered the chance to do a very special thing, unique to them and fitted to their talents,” he said. “What a tragedy if that moment finds them unprepared or unqualified for that which could have been their finest hour.”

			I have felt the tap on my shoulder. This book is my response.

			The battle is far from over, but we are not powerless. We can push back against the tide. We can expose the lies. We can challenge the distortions. We can defend truth, justice, and civilisation itself. We have agency and ought to use it.

			That is the mission of this book.

			Together, we will prevail. יחד ננצח

			 

		

	
		
			Section I

			The Eternal Struggle – Antisemitism and Its Modern Resurgence

			Introduction to Section I

			Antisemitism is often referred to as the world’s oldest hatred, but that label risks making it seem like an archaic relic of history rather than an ever-present threat. It is not confined to the past—it is alive and thriving in today’s world, rebranded, repackaged, and repurposed to suit the ideological, political, and social currents of our time.

			The events of October 7, 2023, when Hamas massacred Israeli civilians in an act of unfathomable brutality, should have shattered any illusions about Israel’s security and the safety of its people. But instead of universal condemnation, Western elites found ways to justify the bloodshed. They excused Hamas, blamed Israel, and in doing so, revealed how deeply antisemitism has embedded itself within the modern world.

			This section explores the various manifestations of antisemitism in contemporary society. Some are overt and violent, like the attacks on Jewish communities and institutions worldwide. Others are subtler but equally corrosive, emerging in academia, journalism, and progressive politics under the guise of “anti-
Zionism.” Each essay in this section contributes to a broader picture of a world that has, yet again, become comfortable with Jewish suffering.

			The past year has demonstrated a chilling reality: We are witnessing a historical repetition. The pogroms of past centuries have returned, just in a modern form. The question, then, is this: Will we have the courage to fight back before history completes the rhyme?
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			The Recurring Nightmare: Antisemitism Through the Ages

			Introduction

			The term “pogrom” originates from the Russian Empire, where violent massacres against Jewish communities were often tolerated or even encouraged by local authorities. These attacks, marked by looting, murder, and mass displacement, were a defining feature of European antisemitism in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

			Many assume pogroms are a relic of history. They are not. The October 7, 2023, massacre in Israel was a modern pogrom—an organised, ideologically motivated slaughter of Jews. But what made it even more chilling was the reaction. Instead of universal condemnation, the attacks were met with justifications, denials, and even celebrations in parts of the West.

			This essay examines how the patterns of historical pogroms are repeating today—not just through violent attacks but through the ideological acceptance of Jewish victimisation. It challenges the notion that these horrors are confined to the past and exposes how modern antisemitism fuels the same cycle of persecution.

			Pogrom

			First published in The Australian Jewish News, March 28, 2025

			The word “pogrom” evokes fear and trauma, particularly within Jewish communities, symbolising violent persecution and historical suffering. Reflecting on Ronald Lauder’s powerful remarks at the 80th commemoration of the liberation of Auschwitz and Birkenau, we are reminded that remembrance alone is not enough—it must be accompanied by decisive action. As Lauder poignantly stated: “The extermination of the Jews in World War II was a step-by-step process aided by those who hated Jews, but advanced by the indifference of people who thought they were not affected because they were not Jewish.”

			Lauder, a philanthropist and president of the World Jewish Congress, has been a prominent advocate for Holocaust remembrance and the fight against antisemitism. His recent remarks highlighted that the past cannot merely be remembered—it requires active engagement. Citing Elie Wiesel’s observation that “the opposite of love is not hate, but indifference,” Lauder urged governments, educators, and civil society to address the resurgence of hatred. He cautioned that silence in the face of injustice fuels its spread and emphasised that “education is the most effective tool in dismantling hate.”

			Drawing parallels between the pre-Holocaust era and today’s rising antisemitism, Lauder stated, “It was the world’s silence that led to Auschwitz.” He noted with concern that “Jewish children are being told to hide outward signs of being Jewish,” evoking disturbing echoes of the past. His call to action is clear: “Let today be the day all of us make a pledge—not to be silent when it comes to antisemitism.”

			Under Lauder’s leadership, the World Jewish Congress has championed Holocaust remembrance, supported Jewish communities globally, and tackled modern antisemitism. His unwavering commitment provides a beacon of hope that through education and collective action, we can create a more tolerant and inclusive world. “The lessons of Auschwitz,” Lauder reminds us, “are not just about the past—they are about the future.”

			Understanding Pogroms – Definition and Characteristics

			A pogrom refers to an organised massacre or violent attack against a specific group, most notably Jews, though the term has broader applications. It derives from the Russian pogrom, meaning “to destroy” or “to wreak havoc.” Historically, pogroms were often state-sanctioned or tolerated by local authorities, resulting in widespread violence, destruction, and displacement.

			Key characteristics of pogroms include the following:

			•Violence and Looting: Mass killings, physical assaults, sexual violence, and the destruction of homes, synagogues, and businesses

			•State Complicity: Passive inaction or active encouragement by authorities in the violence

			•Forced Displacement: Loss of homes, possessions, and communities

			A Historical Perspective: The Kishinev Pogrom (1903)

			One of the most infamous pogroms occurred in Kishinev (now Chisinau, Moldova) in 1903. Over two days, forty-nine Jews were murdered, hundreds were injured, and countless homes and businesses were destroyed. The violence was triggered by a false accusation—a blood libel claiming that Jews had murdered a Christian boy for ritual purposes—and fuelled by antisemitic propaganda.

			The authorities’ complicity made the massacre particularly devastating. Police stood by, offering no protection to the Jewish community. While the international outcry condemned the violence, it did little to prevent future pogroms across Eastern Europe and Russia.

			Beyond the Russian Empire: Pogroms Across History

			While most associated with the Russian Empire’s persecution of Jews, pogrom-like violence has occurred throughout history against various minority groups. Examples include the following:

			•The anti-Armenian massacres in the late Ottoman Empire

			•The anti-Catholic Gordon Riots in eighteenth-century London

			•Kristallnacht (1938), a state-sponsored pogrom in Nazi Germany

			The defining feature of a pogrom is its organised nature, often with explicit or implicit state approval. Pogroms signal societal decay, where prejudice and bigotry are left to fester and escalate.

			Pogroms and Antisemitic Violence in the Last Fifty Years

			Antisemitic violence has persisted globally, manifesting in large-scale attacks and systematic persecution. Below is a summary of key events that mirror historical pogroms:

			State-Sanctioned Persecution and Exodus

			•Iran (Post-1979): Following the Islamic Revolution, Iran’s Jewish population faced persecution, forcing mass emigration. Public executions of Jewish leaders, including Habib Elghanian, sent shockwaves through the community.

			•Soviet Union (1970s–1980s): Jews faced discrimination, surveillance, and imprisonment. International pressure eventually enabled hundreds of thousands to emigrate to Israel and the United States.

			•Argentina (1976–1983): During the military dictatorship, roughly 3,000 Jews were among the 30,000 who disappeared.

			•Lebanon (1975–1990): Pogrom-like violence and assassinations of Jewish leaders forced most of the community to flee.

			•Syria (1970s–1990s): Harassment and surveillance led to mass emigration, culminating in the lifting of travel bans in 1992.

			•Ethiopia (1984–1991): Operations Moses and Solomon airlifted thousands of Ethiopian Jews to Israel, helping them escape persecution.

			•Yemen (1990s–2010s): Abductions, forced conversions, and harassment led to the near-total disappearance of Yemen’s Jewish community.

			Modern Pogrom-Like Incidents

			•Crown Heights Riots (1991, US): Violent riots targeted Orthodox Jews in Brooklyn, resulting in multiple injuries and the murder of Yankel Rosenbaum.

			•France (2000s–Present): Rising antisemitic violence, including the 2015 Hypercacher kosher supermarket attack, has driven many French Jews to emigrate.

			•Pittsburgh Synagogue Shooting (2018, US): The deadliest antisemitic attack in US history left eleven worshippers dead.

			•October 7, 2023 (Israel): Hamas launched an unprecedented attack on Israel, murdering over 1,200 people and taking hostages. It is described as one of the deadliest antisemitic assaults since the Holocaust.

			•November 7, 2024 (Amsterdam): Organised violence targeted Israeli football fans, highlighting rising antisemitism in Europe.

			These incidents underscore the ongoing vulnerability of Jewish communities worldwide. Many Jews have sought refuge in Israel, reinforcing its role as a haven. However, combating antisemitism requires global cooperation, education, and proactive action.

			Why Ronald Lauder’s Speech Matters

			During his Auschwitz speech, Lauder underscored the urgent need for education to combat antisemitism:

			“Education is the most powerful tool we have to combat hate. If we fail to educate, we leave the door open for history to repeat itself.”

			The Role of Education

			Effective education must go beyond historical recollection—it must foster critical thinking, social responsibility, and proactive engagement. Strategies include the following:

			•Holocaust and Genocide Studies: Schools should teach the causes and consequences of mass violence.

			•Critical Thinking and Media Literacy: Young people must learn to recognise propaganda and misinformation.

			•Community Engagement: Local initiatives can promote tolerance and understanding.

			•Survivor Testimonies: Personal stories humanise history, making denial harder.

			•Addressing Modern Prejudices: Lessons must connect past and present forms of hatred.

			Conclusion: Together, We Will Prevail

			Ronald Lauder’s message is a call to action. The fight against antisemitism is ongoing, but through education, advocacy, and collective vigilance, we can push back against hatred.

			The word “pogrom” should belong to history—not the present. Whether it remains a relic of the past or resurfaces in our time depends on the choices we make as a society. It is our actions—or our inaction—that will determine the course of history.

			I, for one, refuse to be a bystander.
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			How We Forgot to See the Enemy

			Introduction

			Western societies have grown obsessed with “safety”—but only in selective ways. We censor speech, monitor words, and enforce political correctness, yet we fail to recognise or confront real dangers. We treat ideological extremism as an abstract academic debate rather than an existential threat.

			The October 7 attacks were a brutal reminder of what happens when societies lose their ability to distinguish between genuine threats and imagined ones. Hamas’s ideology was clear. Their intent was clear. Yet, many in the West, blinded by ideological naivety, refused to see it coming. Even after the attacks, there was widespread hesitation to acknowledge the scale of brutality. This failure is not unique to Israel—it is part of a broader Western pattern of self-delusion when dealing with Islamist extremism.

			This essay explores the consequences of ignoring warning signs, the erosion of Western vigilance, and the lethal cost of losing our instinct for danger.

			Losing Our Instinct for Danger

			First published in The Australian Jewish News, March 26, 2025

			The world is once again confronted with a horrifying reminder of what happens when we ignore the obvious: the brutal murder of the Bibas family in Gaza. The tragic fate of this beautiful young family, whose images have haunted our collective conscience since October 7, is not an aberration—it is a direct consequence of Gaza’s radicalisation and the global reluctance to acknowledge this reality.

			For decades, the international community has chosen to believe in the illusion that a meaningful distinction exists between civilians and combatants in Gaza. The truth, however, is starkly different and becoming increasingly problematic to deny. Hamas does not merely govern Gaza—it is Gaza. The indoctrination, the glorification of martyrdom, and the eradication of dissenting voices have ensured that radical jihadist ideology is not just prevalent but fundamental to life in Gaza. This radicalisation is not merely political; it is deeply rooted in Jew-hatred, a core pillar of Hamas’s doctrine.

			A Firsthand Account of Radicalisation

			In a poignant reflection on her harrowing experience, Mia Schem, a 21-year-old French Israeli woman abducted during the October 7, 2023, Nova music festival massacre, shared chilling insights into the pervasive indoctrination within Gaza. After enduring fifty-four days of captivity, Schem recounted being held in a confined space, often taunted by young children who, despite their tender ages, exhibited deep-seated animosity. She observed that even the youngest members of Gazan society are inculcated with extremist ideologies, leading her to conclude, “Everyone there are terrorists... there are no innocent civilians, not one.”

			Initially, Schem’s statements upon release suggested she was treated with care; however, she later clarified that these remarks were coerced by her captors for propaganda purposes. Her subsequent accounts underscore the psychological manipulation and the extent of radicalisation present, even among children in Gaza. Schem’s experiences highlight the profound challenges in distinguishing between combatants and non-combatants in such an environment, raising critical questions about the societal structures that perpetuate such pervasive hostility and Jew-hatred.

			I was initially sceptical upon hearing Schem’s accounts. However, as days turned into months and now years, with no signs of moderation or softening of radical Islam in Gaza—or within Australia’s local Muslim community, for that matter—I find myself re-evaluating my earlier perspective.

			Without Precedent: The Radicalisation of an Entire Society

			Throughout history, barbarian hordes have threatened the survival of civilisations—whether it was the Vandals sacking Rome, the Huns sweeping across Europe, or the Visigoths dismantling the remnants of classical antiquity. These peoples, often painted as ruthless invaders, wielded brutality as a weapon, yet their violence was driven by conquest, not by an ideology that consumed their entire societies from infancy to adulthood. The thorough radicalisation of the Gazan population, including its youth, has no clear historical parallel.

			Unlike past barbarian tribes, who waged war to gain territory and resources, Gaza’s radicalisation is ideological, absolute, and multi-generational. This transformation has not occurred through the natural ebb and flow of tribal warfare but has been accelerated by the modern information age—an era in which propaganda spreads faster than armies ever could. Put simply, we have enabled this by incentivising and rewarding bad behaviour. It is an uncomfortable truth that the West must confront; we have played a direct role in cultivating this extremism.

			Through decades of funding institutions like the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), Western taxpayers have unknowingly financed the indoctrination of an entire generation, ensuring that hatred—especially Jew-hatred—is not merely sustained but deeply institutionalised. From Gazan kindergartens teaching martyrdom to West Bank clerics preaching genocidal rhetoric, the extremism we now face is, in part, a product of our own misguided benevolence. This is not just a regional crisis; it is a stark warning of what happens when societies unwittingly finance their own destruction.

			International Humanitarian Law and the Radicalisation of Gaza

			International law is clear about what transforms a civilian into a combatant. Under the Geneva Conventions, civilians lose their protected status when they take direct part in hostilities. But what constitutes direct participation? Does it extend to those who aid combatants before or after an attack? What about those who take or imprison hostages, serve as lookouts, or facilitate military operations? The legal consensus is that individuals who knowingly contribute to the war effort—whether by transporting fighters, relaying intelligence, supplying weapons, or providing logistical support—may forfeit civilian protections.

			Likewise, when a mosque, school, or UN facility is repurposed to store weapons, coordinate attacks, or shelter combatants, it ceases to be a protected site and becomes a legitimate military target under international law. The presence of civilians, including children, in such locations does not automatically reinstate their protected status if the site is actively used for military purposes. These principles reinforce that the true responsibility for endangering civilian lives lies not with those enforcing the laws of war but with those who systematically violate them by embedding their forces among non-combatants, using human shields, and weaponising civilian infrastructure.

			The principle of proportionality dictates that military responses must not inflict excessive harm relative to the military advantage gained. Legal scholar Natasha Hausdorff emphasises, “Proportionality does not mean an equal response; it requires that the force used is necessary and not excessive in relation to the concrete and direct military advantage anticipated.”

			The Radicalisation of Gaza is Total

			The murder of the Bibas family compels us to ask: What does it say about a society when such horrors are not condemned but celebrated? What does it mean when a population cheers the abduction of children?

			Douglas Murray, one of the most lucid commentators of our time, has long warned against the West’s naive engagement with radical Islamists. “The problem,” he states, “is not just the people with guns and bombs, but the ideology that supports them.”

			Andrew Fox, a former British military officer, echoes this concern. “We have been conditioned to second-guess ourselves, to silence our gut reactions in the name of tolerance and diversity,” Fox observes. But misplaced tolerance has lethal consequences.

			The West Must Regain Its Instinct for Danger

			The survival of Western civilisation depends on our ability to recognise and confront threats as they truly are, not as we wish them to be. The murder of the Bibas family is not just another tragedy—it is a warning. If we continue to suppress our instinct for self-preservation, we will condemn ourselves to a future far darker than we dare imagine.

			The time for illusions is over.

			 

		

	
		
			3

			When Hatred Takes to the Streets

			Introduction

			On December 4, 2024, a mob surrounded The Great Synagogue in Sydney during an academic event celebrating Israel’s technological contributions. Inside, Jewish and non-Jewish leaders gathered to discuss medical advancements and humanitarian progress. Outside, a frenzied crowd chanted hatred, threats, and calls for Jewish blood.

			This moment was a reminder that mob violence against Jews is not a thing of the past—it is alive today, in Western capitals, fuelled by ideological fervour and political cowardice.

			This essay examines the historical and contemporary phenomenon of antisemitic mobs, how political leaders are failing to confront them, and what must be done before another tragedy strikes.

			The Baying Mob – When and How Does This End?

			First published in The Australian Jewish News, December 6, 2024

			On the evening of December 4, 2024, I joined a distinguished group of Jewish and non-Jewish philanthropists at The Great Synagogue in Sydney’s Central Business District to commemorate the one hundredth anniversary of the Technion–Israel Institute of Technology. The event was a testament to the boundless potential of human ingenuity and cooperation. It began with a powerful “Welcome to Country” by Nova Peris, followed by the singing of the Australian National Anthem. Esteemed presenters, including visiting professors and alumni, showcased groundbreaking work in medical research and other disciplines—innovations poised to benefit people of all backgrounds, irrespective of race, religion, or political affiliation. It was a living embodiment of Tikkun Olam, a Hebrew term meaning “repairing the world.”

			Inside the synagogue, there was
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