














Real-life stories

This book tells the stories of four heroic girls. The stories are

not made up – everything you read really happened.

If you are heroic, you are very brave and determined.

You help other people as well as yourself.

Grace Darling

Born 1815

Helen Keller

Born 1880

1800

1850

1900







Grace, Helen, Anne and Malala were born

many years apart, but people are inspired

to act like them after they have learned

about them. We call this their legacy.

Anne Frank

Born 1929

Malala Yousafzai

Born 1997

1950

2000






Grace Darling 1815–1842

Grace Darling’s father was

a lighthouse keeper. The

Darling family lived in

Longstone Lighthouse on

the Farne Islands in

Northumberland, England.

The sea around the Farne Islands was dangerous for passing

ships, but the lighthouse light warned them if they were sailing

too close to the rocky coastline.






On the night of 7th September 1838, a terrible storm kept

Grace awake. From her bedroom window she saw that a ship

had crashed on Harcar Rock, over a kilometre away. The ship

had broken in two, and half of it had already sunk.
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