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  For anyone who buttoned up a military coat.


  For those left at home.


  For all artisans and craftsmen who create our memorials and monuments.
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  Introduction


  American involvement in World War I started and ended in New York Harbor. The U.S. Congress approved a declaration of war on Germany and the central European powers at 3:12 a.m. on April 6, 1917. Less than fifteen minutes later on that Good Friday morning, soldiers from New York’s Governors Island seized twenty-seven German vessels docked at area ship terminals and imprisoned the crews on Ellis Island. The ocean liners were converted to troopships and took soldiers to war; in 1919 those same ships helped bring the victorious Doughboys home. Two years later—at those same piers—thousands of coffins unearthed in France were unloaded for reburial at home.


  New York sent more soldiers to fight in World War I than any other state in the Union. In fact, New Yorkers represented more than ten percent of U.S. troops. Pre-war planning and training of civilians took place in New York City. As the nation’s media center, all publicity and promotion came from the hands of city artists who turned from illustrating auto and soap advertisements to pro-American poster campaigns. Rallies led to parades of departing Doughboys for combat. After the Armistice, the homecoming on New York’s Fifth Avenue was epic in scope.


  The architects of the Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery and Memorial in France, the largest American military cemetery in Europe with 14,246 war dead, were from the New York firm of York and Sawyer, designers of the New-York Historical Society building. Two other New Yorkers created the memorial chapel at St. Mihiel in Thiacourt: architect Thomas Harlan Ellett and the sculptor of Prometheus in Rockefeller Center, Paul Manship, who carved a white granite Doughboy standing over the graves of 4,153 Americans.


  Within months of hostilities ending, memorials were dedicated and unveiled across the nation. New York City witnessed statues, sculptures, tablets, tree plantings, and bronze plaques come to all five boroughs. Every Memorial Day and Veterans Day for years saw a new memorial commemorated. So many were dedicated, and so frequently, that the dedication ceremonies drew only a scant few lines in newspapers of the day. The 1927 dedication of the iconic 107th Regiment Memorial on Fifth Avenue didn’t even make the Times: Unveiling a sculpture on Fifth Avenue weighing four tons just wasn’t newsworthy.



   [image: Doughboys on the SS Leviathan return to New York in 1919. This German vessel was captured by the United States in 1917 and used as a troopship.]




  One reason New York has far more memorials to World War I than World War II is laid at the feet of “master planner” Robert Moses. In 1944, as Brooklyn sought to create its first memorial to the Second World War, Moses put his foot down. According to art historian Donald Martin Reynolds, it was a “policy to prevent the practice after World War I of putting up what he considered too many small and inadequate war memorials.” Moses favored one large memorial on a grand scale rather than modest monuments funded by local communities and private citizens. He blocked city parks from accepting World War II memorials of the type of small monuments created in the 1920s and 1930s. He turned down everyone. The result: there are more than 150 World War I commemorations in the city and far, far less for World War II.


  As the world commemorates the centennial of the Great War, America looks to the anniversary of the United States entry into the conflict. There are scores of places where the war touched New York City, from quiet streets to a bronze relief underneath Grand Central Terminal. This book provides a guide for those who wish to know more about the city’s role in the war, where it took place, and how to find the many beautiful memorials and monuments erected by New Yorkers many years ago.
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  Part One: The War at Home


  These are locations important during the war years, 1914 to 1918. Some are military locations, but most were public spaces that became involved in the war effort.


  GOVERNORS ISLAND


  The U.S. Army used Governors Island as a post beginning in the 1790s and fortified it considerably. The island in New York Harbor—800 yards from Manhattan and even closer to Brooklyn—played a role in every American conflict from the Revolution to the Cold War. Its busiest era, the Civil War, saw it used as a recruiting center and internment camp for Confederate prisoners of war.


  By the time World War I started, Fort Jay on Governors Island was home to perhaps 1,000 troops. It was seen as a post where senior officers were put out to pasture before retirement. Many were veterans of the Indian Wars, and in the twilight of their careers. Soldiers lived in wooden barracks that provided little comfort from the brutal harbor weather. Several years before the war, the Island had one hundred acres added to its south end with a landfill expansion, bringing it to 172 acres. This spot was where the Army explored pioneer aviation flights, beginning in 1909 when Wilbur Wright became the first to fly over New York. Between that time and 1917, Governors Island was a hotbed for aviation training. Several of the earliest pilots would go onto careers in the nascent Army Air Corps, including Captain Hobey Baker and Lieutenant Quentin Roosevelt, both later killed in France.


  [image: General Leonard Wood reviews Regular Army soldiers on the Governors Island Parade Ground in 1916.]


  Fort Jay was also home to General Leonard Wood, possibly the best-known Army officer of the prewar time period. President Woodrow Wilson and the War Department were not fans of Wood and his outspoken manner with the press. He was taken from his Governors Island post, with its twenty daily newspapers located just across the water, and sent to a less-conspicuous post in South Carolina.


  The Island also played a role in the development and training of future Army officers. Many private citizens trained at Plattsburg, in upstate New York, and to continue their training they went to Governors Island to be drilled by regular Army enlisted men and officers. They marched across the island with wooden sticks over their shoulders in place of guns.


  These are the locations on Governors Island that played a role in World War I:


  Pier 101—Quartermaster Dock


  On April 2, 1917, readers saw in the morning newspapers that soldiers from the Twenty-Second Infantry Regiment had arrived to be garrisoned on Fort Jay. The one thousand men replaced two hundred Coast Artillerymen. The Twenty-Second had spent six years living in tents in Arizona and Texas and saw action during border skirmishes with Mexican bandits. One reporter said the hardened men were “in perfect condition and the color of leather.” Four days later the regiment got the first orders of the war. Under the command of Lieutenant Colonel John C.F. Tillson, the men would take part in the first American action in the war from Governors Island.


  On April 6, a War Department message reached Tillson and his staff just after Congress declared war on Germany. Under cover of darkness, a raiding party assembled on the Quartermaster Dock to board Coast Guard cutters and Army tugs. They sped to Brooklyn, the Narrows, and across the Harbor to Hoboken. The men seized twenty-seven German vessels, including North German Lloyd and Hamburg-American Steamship Line passenger ships. The soldiers took into custody more than 1,100 officers and crewmen without firing a shot. Working with customs officers, the Army grabbed more than $100 million in ships, including fourteen that could be transferred to the U.S. military for troop transports. Ironically, they captured Germany’s best ship, the Vaterland , only a year old. It would be renamed the SS Leviathan and later used as an American troopship. The Army took the captured Germans to Ellis Island where they were interred.


   [image: This inactive ferry pier was once a busy military hub.]

  Commanding General’s Quarters


  This house was built in 1840, designed by architect Martin E. Thompson, and was home to every commander of the fort. On May 28, 1917, General John J. Pershing arrived on the island to prepare to sail to France. So as not to draw attention, he traveled from the Astor Hotel in Times Square to Fort Jay in a suit and straw hat. Pershing met with the army’s commander of the Eastern Department, Major General J. Franklin Bell. A former Army chief of staff and head of all Philippine Island troops (where he won the Medal of Honor), Bell had once been Pershing’s superior officer, and he wanted European service under Pershing as the head of the new American Expeditionary Forces (A.E.F.). But to Pershing, Bell was an old Indian fighter, past his prime at age sixty-one, and he would not be taking him to France. (Bell passed away on Governors Island eighteen months later.)


   [image: Generals Winfield Scott Hancock, Nelson A. Miles, Adna Chaffee, Leonard Wood, and scores more once called this home.]


   While on Governors Island, Pershing gathered fewer than two hundred men for the advance party to ship to France: officers, enlisted personnel, civilian clerks, and interpreters. Among the handpicked team was Captain George S. Patton, sent to command infantry, who famously switched to the new war machines, tanks. Pershing and his men lined up on the Quartermaster Dock in a cold, driving rain. The tug Thomas Patten picked them up and chugged out to Gravesend Bay and the waiting White Star liner SS Baltic, anchored off Brooklyn in rolling waves. The men had to quickly jump from the tug to the liner. Once safely aboard, the men slipped out of American waters and headed to Liverpool, England.


  Parade Ground


  General Leonard Wood had been a promoter of the “Plattsburg idea” of civilian training camps, with the largest one in upstate New York on the border with Canada. In 1916-1917 provisions were made to issue commissions to Reserve officers who passed qualification testing on Governors Island. On the Parade Ground and the south portion of the Island, which had been created by landfill, the officer candidates drilled troops. A platoon of the Twenty-Second Infantry (described as “long suffering” by one wag) was kept busy as the new second lieutenants tried out their skills at actually commanding troops and employing infantry tactics. Some of those drilled didn’t have weapons; they carried sticks instead of rifles.


   [image: chpt_fig_006]


   [image: The Parade Ground a hundred years ago and as it appears today.]
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   Memorials Around the Island
Governors Island has more World War I memorials than any other park in the city. There are more than fifty historic plaques scattered around the island, from small tree memorials to a bronze propeller cast from a 1909 Wright Flyer. Following the war, members of First Army—particularly the Sixteenth Infantry Regiment—renamed all roads for men who were killed in the war, including the first three American casualties. On November 3, 1917, German troops killed Private Merle David Hay, Corporal James B. Gresham, and Private Thomas F. Enright, all serving with Company F. There are roads named for Second Lieutenant Cyril Carder, a young officer in Company D who earned a post-humous Distinguished Service Cross, and Colonel Bertram T. Clayton, the senior West Point graduate killed in action. Look for the majority of the memorials in the Historic District clustered around Fort Jay. The most impressive is Meuse-Argonne Point, with sweeping views of Manhattan, dedicated on the golden anniversary of the battle.



 

  South Island Supplies


  When war was declared, Governors Island was designated the embarkation point for troops and as a supply base. The Quartermaster Corps went into action to accomplish its mission of supplying the fighting men with the “four B’s”: bullets, bandages, beans, and blankets. Construction of new docks, barracks, hospitals, offices, and warehouses proceeded with wartime expediency. More than seventy new buildings were constructed with floor areas that totaled 30 million square feet and provided storage for war matériel of every variety, from helmets to horseshoes. Every day of the war the government moved $1 million (about $16 million today) worth of goods through the island. To accomplish this herculean task, the Governors Island Railroad was launched. It had eight miles of track, three engines, boxcars, and an engine house, and it operated around the clock moving supplies from docks to warehouses. After the war, all of the structures and warehouses were razed. A new park was built here that opened in 2016 called The Hills with expansive views of the Harbor.


  [image: These rusty boxcar trucks are the last remaining bits of the World War I railroad. In 2014 they were uncovered on the island during excavation for a sewage system.]
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  Fort Jay Airfield and the Early Birds


  Governors Island was one of the most important Army airfields at the beginning of manned flight, and it was the place where the service learned before the war how vital airplanes would be in combat. Starting in 1909, when Wilbur Wright took off from here and made the first flight over New York (looping around the Statue of Liberty and Grant’s Tomb), the airfield was busy. From May 1916 to March 1917 members of the Governors Island Training Corps trained here. Many were Harvard, Princeton, and Yale graduates who left civilian life to volunteer to fly privately purchased airplanes donated by wealthy businessmen. More than two dozen pioneer aviators trained here, and many shipped out as America’s first combat pilots.



   [image: Left, a monument cast from a 1909 Wright Flyer honors early aviators. Above, Glenn Curtiss and the first Army marksman from Fort Jay in 1910.]



   One of the first Army aviators, Raynal G. Bolling, was a civilian who flew from the island to Garden City, Long Island. Bolling went to France as a colonel to command American pilots. On March 26, 1918, Bolling was shot and killed by German troops while on the ground, becoming the first high-ranking American to die in the war. Captain Seth Low, nephew and namesake of a former New York City mayor, was commander of the 185th Aero Night Chase Squadron. Lieutenant Edwin M. Post, Jr., son of author Emily Post, was the first American pilot cited for bravery. Lieutenant Quentin Roosevelt, son of President Theodore Roosevelt, also flew from Governors Island. He was shot down and killed on July 14, 1918. Captain Hobey Baker, commander of the 141st Aero Squadron and the first American to bring down a German plane, was killed in a crash on December 21, 1918. Another island aviator, Major Frederick T. Blakeman, won the French War Cross. Their names, and those of a dozen other pilots, are engraved on a bronze monument on the island’s King Avenue. The monument was dedicated in 1954 to honor pioneering aviators called the Early Birds, an organization of pilots who flew solo before December 17, 1916.

   


   THE HARBOR


  The most vital location for the U.S. military during the war was the Harbor. In and around New York and New Jersey flowed the men and matériel of the campaign. During the brief Spanish-American War (1898) it was clear to the Army that a proper embarkation point was necessary. In 1917 that plan was put into place.


   [image: New York Harbor was a key supply point to the war.]
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  [image: A unique stone tower in Riverdale is the only one like it in the city.]
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New York Harbor was a key supply point to the war.
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Above, Glenn Curtiss and the first Army marksman from Fort Jay in 1910.
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These rusty boxcar trucks are the last remaining bits of the World War | railroad. In 2014 they were
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