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A while back, a commentary was done on Matthew’s gospel account in God’s word, which, if published, would have been well over fifteen hundred pages. Since this would have been too large a book, and also too costly to buy, God is now leading His servant to pick out some material from Matthew’s gospel account that believers should be aware of and which will surely bless, encourage, and build up spiritually all those who read it!

We are to note that Matthew’s gospel account was given by God to connect the Old Testament with the New Testament, and also to prove to those of the nation of Israel and all mankind that Jesus is indeed the Jew’s long awaited Messiah, The One that God promised at Genesis 3:15 to send to earth one day!

Please note that Matthew Chapters 5,6,7 were covered by an earlier book published under the title, “Jesus’ Sermon On The Mount: Matthew 5 to 7.” Also, Matthew Chapters 24,25 were also covered by an earlier book, published under the title, “Jesus’ Olivet Discourse: Matthew 24,25.” Then Book 1 in the present series covered Matthew Chapters 1 to the end of Chapter 4; Book 2 covered Matthew Chapter 8 to the end of Chapter 10; Book 3 covered Matthew 11 to the end of Chapter 13; Book 4 covered Matthew 14 to the end of Matthew 17. Book 5 covers Matthew 18 to the end of Chapter 20; Book 6, covered Matthew 21 to the end of Chapter 23. Book 7, covered Matthew 26. And now the current book, which is Book 8 and is the last in the series, covers Matthew 27 and 28.

And please also note that there an Addenda with four sections at the back of the book. In Addendum A, we have a brief outline of the four ages of time, for any reading the book that might not be aware of the fact that God has divided all of time into four ages. Then in Addendum B, there is a brief outline of the two comings from Heaven to earth in time of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus, for any who may not be familiar with this information either. In Addendum C, we have important information on God’s resurrection program in time. And then in Addendum D, we have a presentation of the gospel, which is the good news that God gives in His word regarding His Son, The Lord Jesus, for any readers who might not as yet have that vital personal relationship with God through faith in His Son.

What should also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their own.

All the author’s books are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the author’s two websites are no longer active, one may view a complete listing of the author’s books at: https://substack.com/home/post/p-156819939

And please keep in mind that ALL the author’s other books are also BIBLICAL, in the sense that they look at people and events from a Biblical worldview, and also often from a prophetic standpoint! And so, even though a book may look at a President Trump, or current events such as Covid, it is never from a political standpoint, but always from a Biblical standpoint!

And now my prayer is that God will richly bless you, as you read this book, and may He greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.

Roger Henri Trepanier
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While The Lord Jesus was being turned over to Pilate, the Roman governor, Judas Iscariot was committing suicide! 
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Where we left off in the last book, which was at the end of Matthew 26, Peter was weeping bitterly over his three denials of The Lord Jesus, doing so of course out of self-preservation. With those denials now behind us, and with God’s Son having now been condemned to death by the leadership of the nation of Israel in unbelief, God now leads Matthew to resume the telling of the most important event in the history of mankind, noting now what we read at Matthew 27:1,2, "[1] NOW WHEN MORNING CAME, ALL THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE ELDERS OF THE PEOPLE CONFERRED TOGETHER AGAINST JESUS TO PUT HIM TO DEATH; [2] AND THEY BOUND HIM, AND LED HIM AWAY AND DELIVERED HIM TO PILATE THE GOVERNOR." 

When we read here, "Now when morning came," we are to realize that this was now Friday morning, the 15th of the first month on the Jewish calendar, with the Feast of Unleavened Bread being in progress, having begun with the partaking of the Passover at twilight the previous evening, that being the fourteenth. 

And when we then read, "all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together," we are to realize that this means that all these men making up the leadership of the nation of Israel in unbelief had now stayed up all night, as men on a mission, who will not rest until their mission has been accomplished. And the mission that they were on was to have God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, put to death. So now, after the high priest had obtained a unanimous vote in the Council that God’s Son was worthy of death, noting Matthew 26:59-66, they now "conferred together against Jesus to put Him to death." 

The word "conferred" here is made up of two Greek words, namely "Sumbulion," and also "Lambano," which meant that 'they took counsel together,' which is rendered at Mark 15:1 as, "they held a consultation." 

There is no doubt here that this conferring together by the leadership of the nation of Israel in unbelief was not so much on the decision of putting The Lord Jesus to death - for that decision had already been made, noting especially Matthew 26:65,66 - but rather, more on the details of HOW BEST TO NOW GET THIS DONE, namely having God’s Son put to death physically at the hands of the Romans! 

And so, once these details had been agreed upon, then what we read at verse 27:2 took place here, "and they bound Him" - which is surprising to see that The Lord Jesus was actually still unbound here, since He had NOT been bound at the time of His arrest in Gethsemane, noting Matthew 26:50,57. Only John’s gospel account records The Lord Jesus being bound at the time of His arrest, noting what we read at John 18:12, "So the Roman (as before noted, there were no Romans involved in the arrest of The Lord Jesus) cohort and the commander and the officers of the Jews, arrested Jesus AND BOUND HIM..." 

What is important to grasp here is that in ensuring that The Lord Jesus was bound when being turned over to Pilate, the Roman governor, was important to the message this would convey to Pilate. For instance, if The Lord Jesus was not bound in being turned over to the Romans, then that could infer to them that the leadership of the nation of Israel did not consider Him to be a threat to them, nor much of a criminal. However, if someone is turned over to them who is bound, then that sends a different message! For we need to remember here that the leadership of the nation of Israel was looking to have God’s Son put to death, with His being turned over bound likely having been thought out in their conferring together as a Council. 

What is also important for us to keep in mind here is the fact that the leadership of the nation of Israel was present when delivering The Lord Jesus to the Roman governor. Their officers no doubt were involved in the physical movement of The Lord Jesus from the high priest's residence, where the Council met, to the Roman governor's residence, but the leadership was nevertheless present, as will be evident as we proceed.

With The Lord Jesus being now firmly in the hands of the Roman authorities, there is yet another matter to be dealt with by God in the giving of this account, which is JUDAS ISCARIOT, the traitor, and what then happens to him, being now told this at Matthew 27:3-5, where we read, "[3] Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, SAW THAT HE HAD BEEN CONDEMNED, he felt remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, [4] saying, "I HAVE SINNED BY BETRAYING INNOCENT BLOOD." But they said, "What is that to us? See to that yourself!" [5] And he threw the pieces of silver into the temple sanctuary and departed; and HE WENT AWAY AND HANGED HIMSELF." 

It is obvious in Judas Iscariot's mind here that once The Lord Jesus had been turned over to the Roman governor by the leadership of the nation of Israel - and no doubt having heard by now that the verdict of the Council was the pronouncement of a death sentence on God’s Son - that there was no turning back in what would now occur to The Lord Jesus, namely that "He had been condemned." The word "condemned" here is the Greek word "Katakrino," and signifies 'to give judgment against, to judge worthy of punishment, to pass sentence upon.' 

And so, we are told here that Judas Iscariot "felt remorse," which term is the Greek word "Metamelomai," which also signifies 'regret,' and so much so that Judas Iscariot, whom we are told at John 12:4-6 was a thief, actually returns "the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders," which had been the agreed price they had paid him to betray The Lord Jesus to them. 

And not only this, but we further have the record at verse 27:4 that Judas Iscariot actually publicly confesses to the leadership of the nation of Israel, as he returns the money, that "I have sinned by  betraying innocent blood," which is an amazing statement, since he is here now admitting his guilt, while proclaiming The Lord Jesus' innocence! 

And again here, we see the finality of the matter in Judas Iscariot's mind at verse 27:4, when he mentions the word "blood" in relation to his act of betrayal, “I have sinned by betraying innocent BLOOD, since The Lord Jesus was now a condemned man, under the sentence of physical death, which means his life blood would be given up. 

The reaction from the leadership of the nation of Israel in unbelief here should not surprise us, as they now reply to Judas Iscariot, "What is that to us? See to that yourself!" In other words, now that the chief priests and the elders have what they were looking for, which was to pronounce the sentence of physical death on God’s Son and then turn Him over to the Roman governor as a criminal, so that they might handle Him as the usual manner they handle criminals, which was by putting them to death by crucifixion! 

They obviously do not care if Judas Iscariot now felt remorse for his actions - they certainly did not have any such remorse - and they certainly did not care that Judas Iscariot has just told them - as one who had been with The Lord Jesus night and day for the last three and half years - that God’s Son was innocent and did not deserve the penalty of death that they had pronounced on Him! 

Their statements here, "What is that to us?" and "see to that yourself," in effect meant they wanted nothing more to do with Judas Iscariot, and that the dealing with his remorse was his own responsibility. 

And so, as we see at verse 27:5, after "he threw the pieces of silver into the temple" - for Judas Iscariot no longer wanted it, since it was now 'blood money,' Judas Iscariot then "departed," that is, from the temple area where he was, "and he went away and hanged himself." In not being able to live with himself, let alone keep the money he had received, Judas Iscariot was so overcome with guilt for his betrayal of innocent blood that he goes and commits suicide. 

What is very important to grasp here, from the standpoint of repentance leading to salvation, is that Judas Iscariot felt remorse for his act of betrayal, but at no time do we see him turn to God here. He turns to the leadership of the nation of Israel, the highest authority in Judaism, but that could not save him. The only One Who could save Judas Iscariot here was God, and the fact that Judas Iscariot did not turn to God at all is proof positive that Judas Iscariot was not elect of God to salvation, or else he would never have ended his life by hanging himself, but rather would have come to God in repentance and would have become a believer here!

Further to what we have said above in regards to repentance, we are to see that repentance leading to salvation is granted by God only to those who are elect of God from before creation took place and time began. We need to note what we read at 2 Corinthians 7:10 here, "For the sorrow that is according to the will of God PRODUCES A REPENTANCE without regret, LEADING TO SALVATION, but the sorrow of the world produces death." 

And that is all that Judas Iscariot had here, "the sorrow of the world," that is, the sorrow that is common among men in unbelief, which comes from self, and can only produce death. It cannot produce life with God, which can only come from God in the repentance He grants leading to salvation!

And in order to let us know what the chief priests and the elders did with the thirty pieces of silver, Matthew was then led of God to write what we now read at Matthew 27:6-8, "[6] The chief priests took the pieces of silver and said, "IT IS NOT LAWFUL to put them into the temple treasury, since it is the price of blood." [7] And they conferred together and with the money bought the Potter's Field as a burial place for strangers. [8] For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day." 

One reason for God now including verses 27:6-8 in the record of His precious Word is to further expose the chief priests as hypocritical unbelievers that they were, for God knows that after Judas Iscariot had left, after throwing the thirty pieces of silver in the temple - which would have been in one of the courts, since only a priest and the high priest could enter the temple proper, as already pointed out earlier - that the chief priests had said to themselves, in picking up the silver from the ground where it lay, "IT IS NOT LAWFUL to put them into the temple treasury, since it is the price of blood." 

The chief priests are seen as wanting to do what is "lawful" here, which is the Greek word "Exesti," in terms of not wanting to do what was not permitted by the word of God, and YET THEY HAD JUST FINISHED ARRESTING GOD’S SON WITHOUT ANY VALID CHARGE AND THEN HAD JUST FINISHED PRONOUNCING THE SENTENCE OF PHYSICAL DEATH ON HIM FOR CLAIMING WHO HE REALLY WAS, WHICH IS THE PRECIOUS SON OF GOD! Where was their concern about what was "lawful" then? 

Then in their calling the silver "the price of blood" here, the chief priests were further condemning themselves, since this was the price that they had paid Judas Iscariot to betray The Lord Jesus to them, that they might put Him to death, not because He was a criminal, but because they were envious of Him and so wanted to get rid of Him, which was something that even Pilate, the Roman governor, came to realize, as we read later in this chapter at Matthew 27:18, "For he knew that because of envy they had handed Him over." 

And so, not only was the unbelief of the chief priests in plain view here - and this from the supposedly highest religious authorities in the land of Israel, which shows just how far the nation of Israel was away from God at this time - but also the full extent of their hypocrisy, which was in putting themselves forth publicly as totally different from what they really were inwardly!

Then when we read at Matthew 27:7, "they conferred together," which could possibly have include the elders, with the term "conferred together" being the same term that had been used at verse 27:1, where we saw the chief priests there conferring together with the elders. 

And it is also possible that the chief priests in view here, which were Annas and Caiaphas, could have been the only ones who "conferred together" here, since when we look back at verses 26:14,15, it was only to the chief priests that Judas Iscariot had gone to, when he had decided to betray The Lord Jesus to them, and it was the chief priests alone who gave Judas Iscariot the thirty pieces of silver.

In any case, the result here was that with the thirty pieces of silver that Judas Iscariot threw into the temple courtyard, the chief priests "bought the Potter's Field as a burial place for strangers." The word "strangers" here is the Greek word "Xenos," and denotes a foreigner, and so, would be for those who were not of the nation of Israel, but who happened to die while in Israel. 

Then at verse 27:8, Matthew was then led of God to insert the commentary here, "For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day," with our again needing to note the inclusion of the word "blood" here, in that the field that had just been purchased by the chief priests with the thirty pieces of silver Judas Iscariot had returned became commonly known as "the Field of Blood," that is, the field that was purchased with 'blood money,' which we have already seen referred to the money the chief priests had given to Judas Iscariot to betray God’s Son to them, a betrayal that had first of all led to their pronouncement of the death sentence, but which eventually led to His physical death at the cross at the hands of the Romans. 

What we are seeing here is the truth of what God said through Moses at Numbers 32:23, "But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the Lord, and be sure your sin will find you out," in that God does not allow the sin that these men committed in being involved in the betrayal and death of His precious Son to be forgotten, even though it was God’s plan for His Son to die in the way He did, noting Acts 2:23!

And then at Matthew 27:9,10, God leads Matthew to add that what the chief priests were seen to have done at verse 27:8, in purchasing "the Potter's Field," was the fulfilling of prophecy, as we now there read, "[9] Then that which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: "And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one whose price had been set by the sons of Israel; [10] and they gave them for the Potter's Field, as the Lord directed me." " 

It is important to notice here that the expression "that which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled," speaks of the fulfillment of prophecy, which was based on current events as foretold by God through a particular prophet at some time during the Old Testament period now coming to pass during the New Testament period. We have encountered this particular expression a number of times so far in Matthew’s gospel account, noting Matthew 2:17,23; 4:14; 8:17; 12:17; 13:35; 21:4 and 24:15. 

And what is somewhat perplexing here, in regards to the mention of the prophecy having been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, is that THERE ARE NO RECORDS OF THIS AT ALL in the book of Jeremiah, where one would normally expect to find this written. 

Instead, what we do find, as already discussed at Matthew 26:15, when the thirty pieces of silver were first given to Judas Iscariot by the chief priests, is that we do however see a passage that is somewhat similar at Zechariah 11:12,13, where we read, "[12] I (Zechariah) said to them (the people of Israel), "If it is good in your sight, give me my wages; but if not, never mind!" So they weighed out thirty shekels of silver as my wages. [13] Then the Lord said to me, "Throw it to the potter, that magnificent price at which I was valued by them." So I took the thirty shekels of silver and threw them to the potter in the house of the Lord." 

So we see here that when Zechariah requested his wages from the people, he was given thirty pieces of silver, which drew the comment from The Lord: "that magnificent price at which I was valued by them," which appears to be an allusion to the price at which The Lord Jesus, as Israel's shepherd at His first coming, was valued by the chief priests, when Judas Iscariot promised to betray Him to them, as we see at Matthew 26:14,15.

Scholars have tried to explain the apparent discrepancy by saying there was a copyist error at Matthew 27;9 in the mention of the prophet Jeremiah, saying that the original intent was simply to say 'through the prophet.' However, such speculation forgets that God preserves for mankind His precious word in time to ensure that the message that was handed to us from Himself stays accurate for all of time! 

So what is likely here is that Jeremiah indeed spoke in his day what we see quoted at Matthew 27:9,10, but this was never written down in the book of Jeremiah itself, which is why we cannot find it there! And since God is The One Who spoke this through Jeremiah in his day, and since God’s precious word is eternal, noting Isaiah 40:8, then God led Matthew to now record it in his day! 

And so, we see at Matthew 27:9,10 what God saw in Jeremiah’s day, in regards to what would take place in the future, as relating to the time of His Son's first coming from Heaven to earth, namely that "they," in reference to the chief priests, would take "the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one (in reference to God’s Son at His first coming from Heaven to earth) whose price had been set by the sons of Israel; and they (the chief priests) gave them for the Potter's Field." 

The added statement at Matthew 27:10, "as The Lord directed me," would be part of what Jeremiah would have been led to say in his day, which means that a similar event would have taken place in his day, which in the wisdom of God was never written down as part of the book of Jeremiah!

One additional observation here is the statement at Matthew 27:9, "the price of the one whose price had been set by the sons of Israel," which is an obvious reference to what the leadership of the nation of Israel thought that God’s Son was worth to them, in regards to the thirty shekels of silver that they paid Judas Iscariot to betray Him to them. 

The significance here is what we see from Exodus 21:32, in that thirty pieces of silver was the price paid for a slave, noting what we there read, "If the ox gores a male or female slave, the owner shall give his or her master thirty shekels of silver, and the ox shall be stoned." 

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CHAPTER TWO

[image: ]


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

The Lord Jesus’ trial before Pilate, the Roman governor!
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We have already read from Matthew 27:2 that "... they bound Him, and led Him away and delivered Him to Pilate the governor," with God then having dealt with what happened to Judas Iscariot and the money that was returned. In continuing on at Matthew 27:11, we now have the trial of The Lord Jesus before Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea at Jerusalem, now there reading, "Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor questioned Him, saying, "ARE YOU THE KING OF THE JEWS?" AND JESUS SAID TO HIM, "IT IS AS YOU SAY." " 

It was not a coincidence here that Pilate starts his questioning of The Lord Jesus by asking Him, "are You The King of the Jews?," but rather this is to be seen as being Providential, that is, the Roman governor was carrying out God's will unknowingly by all that he said and did, as was also true even of all those involved from the nation of Israel in unbelief. 

What may also be of help here is noting as background information what we see recorded at Luke 23:2, where we read, "And they began to accuse Him, saying, "We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying that He Himself is Christ, A KING." " 

And so, it was because of what the leadership of the nation of Israel said about The Lord Jesus which prompts Pilate's first question to God’s Son here, although, as already mentioned, all that transpires, in
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