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  Say What?


  Honesty would be to Michael Jackson what daylight is to Dracula.


  — playwright ROBERT PATRICK


   ✶


  I ignore stupid jokes about cheapskate Scots. The worst is the Scottish pedophile who tells the kiddies to go easy on the candy.


 — SEAN CONNERY, who donated over $1 million to the Scottish International Educational Trust, which he cofounded


  ✶


  Medium well.


  — comedian W. C. FIELDS, when asked by a female reporter how he liked children


   ✶


  If men had to have babies, they would only ever have one each.


  — PRINCESS DIANA


   ✶


  Women are nothing but machines for producing children.


  — NAPOLEON BONAPARTE


   ✶


  After finding out what Robin Williams went through mentally and physically, I could mostly sympathize with his suicide. Except for the effects on his own children.


  — JANICE MCGOFF, ABC-TV executive


  Being a woman, I have long been for the right to choose. But definitely not China’s example. Their one-family, one-child law [1980–2016] results in aborting countless future girl babies so that the parents can try again and perhaps get a boy.


  — ASTRID LINDGREN, Swedish author of the Pippi Longstocking books


   ✶


  That reminds me, I need to pick up my laundry.


  — movie mogul JACK WARNER to his assistant on being introduced to Madame Chiang Kai-shek, First Lady of Taiwan (the Republic of China)


   ✶


  Peasant under glass.


  — PRINCE PHILIP, husband of Queen Elizabeth II, referring to the preserved remains of Mao Zedong, a major Beijing tourist sight


   ✶


  If you stay here much longer, you’ll all be slitty-eyed.


  — PRINCE PHILIP to a group of British students during a royal visit to China


   ✶


  That’s one world-class bigot we’re finally rid of.


  . . . He was immune to criticism. It’s not as if he could have been sacked or impeached.


  — antiroyalist writer BEVERLEY SMITH on the 2021 death of Prince Philip, 99


  For half a century, our gracious queen has retained her dignity amidst family scandals, her sense of duty during falling standards, and the same hairdo.


  — HONOR BLACKMAN (Goldfinger)


   ✶


  Anne Heche claimed she was straight till her first and only lesbian relationship. Then straight again. Some people actually believed that illogical statement. In truth, there are women in this town who know that Anne went both ways.


  — Hollywood publicist RONNI CHASEN


   ✶


  Outside of the killings, we have one of the lowest crime rates in the nation.


  — MARION BARRY, mayor of Washington, DC


   ✶


  She grew up in Graceland and moved to England, but Lisa Marie Presley behaved in the manner of what Americans call white trash.


  — UK journalist DESMOND DAVIES


   ✶


  They’re bringing out a Frank Sinatra doll—$9.95, assault and battery not included.


  — producer/writer DOMINICK DUNNE, who contemplated suing Sinatra for A and B


  Some people create happiness wherever they go. William F. Buckley creates happiness whenever he goes.


  — Newsweek editor SARAH PETTIT


   ✶


  [My] sworn enemy.


  — BOB BARKER on fellow animal activist Betty White in 2009 after they differed on whether an elephant at the LA zoo should be transferred. Barker threatened to boycott the Game Show Network awards if White showed up; she taped her appearance so that he could participate in person.


   ✶


  Playwright CLARE BOOTHE LUCE, stepping aside in a doorway: Age before beauty.


  Writer DOROTHY PARKER, walking through: Pearls before swine.


   ✶


  On hearing that haughty Clare Boothe Luce was polite to her inferiors: “Wherever does she find them?”


  — DOROTHY PARKER


   ✶


  Ding, dong, the Holocaust denier is dead. Better late than never.


  — actor and talk-show host CHARLES GRODIN on the 2020 death at age 101 of Hutton Gibson, Mel’s father


  Waiter goes up to a table of Jewish mothers and asks, “Is anything all right here?”


  — comedian RODNEY DANGERFIELD (born Jacob Cohen)


   ✶


  I don’t think anybody should write his autobiography until after he’s dead.


  — producer SAMUEL GOLDWYN (earlier, Samuel Goldfish)


   ✶


  To touch means instant death. Anyone caught will be prosecuted to the full extent of the law.


  — Indiana POWER STATION SIGN


   ✶


  Baseball is 90 percent mental. The other half is physical.


  — YOGI BERRA


   ✶


  I’m glad we don’t have to play in the shade!


  — golfer BOBBY JONES on being told it was 105° in the shade


   ✶


  He must have been a marvelous shot.


  — NOËL COWARD, upon hearing that a not very bright producer had shot himself in the brain


   ✶


  That’s a part of American greatness: discrimination. Yes, sir.


  Inequality, I think, breeds freedom and gives a man opportunity.


  — Georgia governor LESTER MADDOX


  I don’t like Mexican pictures. All the actors in them look too goddamn Mexican.


  — movie mogul JACK WARNER


   ✶


  I think the handsomest actor in pictures was Gilbert Roland. If he hadn’t been from Mexico, he could have been up there with [Clark] Gable. He had the sexiest bedroom eyes, a killer smile, and he was drenched in “it.”


  — LUCILLE BALL, who married Latino Desi Arnaz. It was a euphemism for sex appeal, back when the word sex wasn’t freely used.


   ✶


  I remember when that book came out about lesbian nuns. People were scandalized. I’d assumed most nuns were lesbian, nonpracticing or otherwise.


  — novelist ANNE RICE


   ✶


  Hollywood mythology always promoted heterosexual love and romance. I very much like romance, but after my one such sexual experience, I was disappointed.


  . . . Also very sure and happy I was gay.


  — ANONYMOUS IRANIAN ACTRESS living in France


   ✶


  All women love semi-rape. They love to be taken.


  — James Bond creator IAN FLEMING in the 1962 novel The Spy Who Loved Me


  No, no. What if they were not as good as me?


  What would I do with those imbeciles?


  — ballet star RUDOLF NUREYEV to 60 Minutes on why he didn’t want to be a father


   ✶


  Can I sue the pope?


  — ELIZABETH TAYLOR, upon being condemned in the Vatican newspaper for “erotic vagrancy” after breaking up a second marriage in a row


   ✶


  Apart from some of his twisted opinions, John Paul II has the crooked posture of a jumbo shrimp.


  — comedian RICHARD BELZER


   ✶


  Joan Crawford had perfect posture, but it was rather intimidating. She looked as if she’d swallowed a yardstick.


  — GLENN FORD


   ✶


  HOLLYWOOD PAPARAZZO: “If you retired from acting, what would you do?”


  RIVER PHOENIX, smiling: “I could lose all self-respect and become a freelance photographer.”


   ✶


  I wish I could sue the New York Post, but it’s awfully hard to sue a garbage can.


  — PAUL NEWMAN


  Never trust a smiling reporter.


  — New York mayor ED KOCH


   ✶


  How can you support a closeted mayor who barely acknowledges that AIDS exists? He’s almost as bad as Ronald Reagan, who at least isn’t gay.


  — AIDS activist LARRY KRAMER on Ed Koch


   ✶


  I once heard a Canadian say that the Australians are a friendly and virile group. He added, “And the men are nice, too.”


  — magazine editor LEONARD KNIFFEL


   ✶


  I don’t like country music, but I don’t mean to denigrate those who do. And for the people who like country music, denigrate means put down.


  — BOB NEWHART


   ✶


  Me on Broadway? Seriously? . . . I don’t know anything about music. In my line, you don’t have to.


  — ELVIS PRESLEY


   ✶


  If life was fair, Elvis would be alive, and all the impersonators would be dead.


  — JOHNNY CARSON


  His kind of music is deplorable, a rancid-smelling aphrodisiac.


  — FRANK SINATRA on Elvis Presley


   ✶


  On a positive note, I’ll say at least he did not molest little girls.


  — African American singer NANCY WILSON on Michael Jackson


   ✶


  I’ve known a lot of dumb actors. . . . But from my experience, singers are even dumber.


  — ICM agent ED LIMATO


   ✶


  I love you, Spain!


  — WHITNEY HOUSTON, opening her concert in Lisbon, Portugal


   ✶


  I figured a Caucasian was a gay Chinese.


  — attributed to ELVIS PRESLEY


   ✶


  I don’t even know what street Canada is on.


  — gangster AL CAPONE


   ✶


  Generally, I think America is America.


  — IVANA TRUMP


   ✶


  I once spent a year in Philadelphia. I think it was on a Sunday.


  — W. C. FIELDS


  I know British actors who are openly gay in London but in the closet in Los Angeles. This says worlds about the difference between the two cultures.


  — Australian RICHARD WHERRETT, founding director of the Sydney Theatre Company


   ✶


  Alfred Hitchcock was like a eunuch. For one thing, he was a voyeur. Terrified of sex but dying to watch or peep. He was fat and squishy and the most asexual man I’ve ever known.


  — secretly bisexual UK actor JAMES MASON, who costarred in Hitchcock’s North by Northwest


   ✶


  It’s a scientific fact that if you stay in California, you lose one point of your IQ every year.


  — author TRUMAN CAPOTE


   ✶


  Hedda Hopper was a mental defective. She wore corrective hats.


  — actor STEWART GRANGER on the Hollywood gossip columnist


   ✶


  The only “genius” with an IQ of 60.


  — GORE VIDAL on painter Andy Warhol


   ✶


  In the next episode of Anna Nicole Smith’s reality series, she talks about the worst four years of her life. Third grade.


  — JOAN RIVERS


  School seldom teaches what you want to know. Two things I had to learn as an adult: What did “Howdy doody” mean? How-do-you-do. And why did Howdy Doody have 48 freckles on his face? Because there were 48 states in the union then.


  — CONCHATA FERRELL (Two and a Half Men)


   ✶


  Paris ain’t much of a town.


  — baseball icon BABE RUTH


   ✶


  I was asked to come to Chicago because Chicago is one of our 52 states.


  — RAQUEL WELCH


   ✶


  I pity any actor who gets second billing to Raquel Welch.


  He’s really getting third billing to her breasts.


  — costar EDWARD G. ROBINSON


   ✶


  Marilyn was a likeable sex symbol. Raquel is not. Unlike Monroe, Welch is like a high school girl who thinks her looks entitle her to act superior and ignore your feelings.


  — DICK VAN PATTEN (Eight Is Enough)


   ✶


  Gary Cooper has the longest dick in town but no ass to push it with.


  — fellow movie star and ex-lover LUPE VÉLEZ, a.k.a. the Mexican Spitfire


  A testicle with legs.


  — critic PAULINE KAEL on British actor Bob Hoskins


   ✶


  Lucille Testicle.


  — JOHNNY CARSON on Lucille Ball


   ✶


  I hated working with that bitch. She was the biggest bitch in the business. Thank God I’ll never have to work with her again.


  — TOM BOSLEY (Happy Days) on Lucille Ball


   ✶


  Remember those “Ronald Reagan Is a Lesbian” buttons?


  Like what was that all about? He wasn’t. Maybe his, like, first wife . . . Jane something-man or man-something.


  Like a real butch movie star. Her, not him.


  — shock comic SAM KINISON on Jane Wyman


   ✶


  The more one says “like,” the stupider one sounds.


  It translates to “I’m not sure.” As in “I can’t, like, stand radishes.” Or “It costs, like, $4.50.” How did so many people become so linguistically insecure?


  — English instructor JENNIFER LANE


   ✶


  You’ll enjoy a jock-full-of-nuts special at lunchtime.


  — MOREY AMSTERDAM, mispronouncing “Chock Full o’ Nuts,” his TV show’s sponsor


  The noblest of all animals is the dog, and the noblest of all dogs is the hot dog. It feeds the hand that bites it.


  — wiener king OSCAR MAYER


   ✶


  Dahling, I adore your cocksucker suit!


  — EVA GABOR backstage, complimenting a talk show guest wearing a seersucker suit


   ✶


  Did you hear the Statue of Liberty got AIDS?


  She got it from the Long Island Ferry.


  — BOB HOPE, who later apologized for the “joke”


   ✶


  Most people do think of me as just another pinko faggot, a bleeding heart, a do-gooder. But that’s what I am.


  — LEONARD BERNSTEIN


   ✶


  Of course O. J. Simpson did it and got away with it because of a racially biased jury. Racism can work both ways . . . this proves it.


  — PAUL SORVINO


   ✶


  Slavery built the South. I’m not saying we should bring it back. I’m just saying it had its merits. For one thing, the streets were safer after dark.


  — RUSH LIMBAUGH


  Did you know there’s such a thing as a coffee enema? Imagine having one part of your body that’s awake all night. Especially that one.


  — comedian MARTY INGELS


   ✶


  [I wish you could be here to] see all these beautiful white people.


  — NANCY REAGAN to Ronald in 1980 during a Chicago campaign fundraiser, via an amplified phone hookup


   ✶


  Only in America can a poor black boy like Michael Jackson grow up to be a rich white woman.


  — actor RED BUTTONS


   ✶


  She sure got the short end of the stick. Like mothers don’t count. . . . Racially, you only read the result of Obama’s father.


  — ABC-TV executive JANICE MCGOFF, referencing the president’s underpublicized white mother Ann Dunham, an anthropologist


   ✶


  Texas has some proud history. Its Anglos forced secession from Mexico because Mexico had abolished slavery.


  Texas got into the US with the help of slaveholding states. . . . It took a civil war for the US to abolish slavery, after several other countries had, minus war.


  — Texan LARRY HAGMAN (Dallas) in a Japan Times interview


  Americans enshrine the Protestant work ethic because it makes money. . . . Americans are notorious for their love of money—their foreign policies have more to do with free trade than supporting freedom.


  — UK politician SELWYN LLOYD


   ✶


  In the United States no one dares print or even say that Martin Luther King [Jr.] habitually cheated on his wife . . . and there is evidence.


  — actress MARIE-FRANCE PISIER on French TV


   ✶


  An asshole.


  — author BOB THOMAS on “National Rifle Association mouthpiece” and actor Charlton Heston


   ✶


  Why can’t I say “nigger” when I mean one particular black who misbehaves? Blacks say it to each other often. Isn’t that a double standard?


  — Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous host ROBIN LEACH to Beverly Hills (213) columnist Richard Gully


   ✶


  There’s too many people alive today. In the old days, war kept the population down. Now we have to rely on epidemics and starvation. War was more efficient. . . . Like World War II got rid of about 40 million people, and lots of them were Russian.


  — shock comedian SAM KINISON


  Death has a tendency to encourage a depressing view of war.


  — US Secretary of Defense DONALD RUMSFELD


   ✶


  A single death is a tragedy; a million deaths is a statistic.


  — Soviet dictator JOSEPH STALIN


   ✶


  He no play-a the game; he no make-a the rules.


  — US Secretary of Agriculture EARL BUTZ in 1974 at the World Food Conference in Rome, commenting on Pope Paul VI opposing population control


   ✶


  The most normal man I know.


  — ELIZABETH TAYLOR on Michael Jackson


   ✶


  After he was acquitted of child molestation charges, Michael Jackson called me up and said, “I’m innocent, I’m innocent! I’m so happy! I feel like a kid again.”


  — JOAN RIVERS


   ✶


  When I’ve felt unloved or been lonely, the fact that I’m well-endowed has been a big comfort. Physically but also spiritually.


  — DAVID CASSIDY


   ✶


  To be loved is very demoralizing.


  — KATHARINE HEPBURN


  Girls have to learn that jealousy is not flattering.


  It’s the biggest motive for men killing their wives, ex-wives, girlfriends, or ex-girlfriends.


  — author and educator EVE KOSOFSKY SEDGWICK


   ✶


  On the whole, women think of love and men of gold braid or something of that nature. Beyond that, people think only of happiness—which doesn’t exist.


  — French president CHARLES DE GAULLE


   ✶


  Newcomer Marilyn Monroe will never make moviegoers forget Rita Hayworth.


  — 1948 FANZINE PREDICTION


   ✶


  Marilyn Monroe was my dream lover . . . and not only when I was alone.


  — Russian ballet star ALEXANDER GODUNOV


   ✶


  I was approached by more than one famous actress in my heyday. . . . I wasn’t lesbian, but I did have a crush on Marilyn Monroe. I would never have said no to her, and any reasonable husband would understand that!


  — GLORIA STUART (Titanic)


   ✶


  Education teaches us that a mind is a terrible thing to waste.


  Showbiz teaches us that a waist is a terrible thing to mind.


  — BEA ARTHUR


  We can always call them Bulgarians.


  — movie producer SAMUEL GOLDWYN when informed by a shocked employee that a play he’d just acquired, The Children’s Hour, was about lesbians


   ✶


  He was middle-aged and homely but a sex symbol. What I didn’t realize was how good an actor Jonathan Frid was. On Dark Shadows, a convincing heterosexual vampire. But once our interview started, I knew he was gay. Frid didn’t speak or move like Barnabas.


  — gay interviewer/publisher RICHARD VALLEY


   ✶


  Some people already dislike me. Why give them more ammunition?


  — English actor DENHOLM ELLIOTT, gay and HIV-positive, whose widow outed him in a book


   ✶


  After I at last did come out, I could walk around in public breathing freely and not having to look to my right, to my left, and behind me. How do you spell relief? O-U-T!


  — actor DICK SARGENT (Bewitched)


   ✶


  The press can be vicious when they smell a juicy headline. . . .


  You’d think I’d committed murder or some big sin! . . . I fell in love with a young man whose father was my ex-husband.


  That’s all. In no way was it what they called it: incest.


  — actress GLORIA GRAHAME, who married director Nicholas Ray and later his son Tony


  It’s sinful for a woman to be in broadcasting or in some business.


  God made her to be a great cook, a great washer of things.


  — falsetto singer TINY TIM


   ✶


  At 14 I went to work at the Dairy Queen, wore a little Dacron uniform. So the old guy in charge asks me to accompany him to the back room, to show me something. . . . Well, he was all over me, grabbed every body part he could! Till he had to stop and wheeze. The guy had a heart condition.


  I escaped the back room . . . and when I told my mother about it, she said, “You know, I know his wife. So let’s just not mention it.”


  — actress MARCIA WALLACE (The Bob Newhart Show)


   ✶


  If you can’t keep quiet, shut up!


  — director GREGORY RATOFF to his crew


   ✶


  Please take lost children to the Lion House.


  — SIGN at the National Zoo, Washington, DC


   ✶


  My biggest regret in life is saving David Frost from drowning.


  — UK comedian PETER COOK on the UK TV interviewer


   ✶


  Television has raised writing to a new low.


  — film producer SAMUEL GOLDWYN


  Technology . . . it rhymes with proctology. I stopped going to the movies when the movies started coming in to me. Half the fun was going out to the movies. If you want to stay indoors, settle for TV.


  — SYLVIA MILES (Midnight Cowboy)


   ✶


  If I wanted comic strips, I looked in the Sunday paper or a comic book. Now half of Hollywood’s product is comic strips . . . cardboard heroes, boring villains. Superficial plots and suspense. Every bad guy wants to conquer the universe.


  Try conquering disbelief. . . . It was better on the page than it is on the screen, and it let you use your imagination.


  — KIRK DOUGLAS


   ✶


  So Michael Jackson turned himself part white. But now we’re told he fathers all-white children?


  — UK actor JOHN RICHARDSON


   ✶


  [Michael Jackson] cut off his nose to spite his race.


  — singer MARVIN GAYE


   ✶


  Marvin’s last name was really Gay. He added an e ’cause he didn’t want folks thinking he was gay. . . . Poor Marvin, his father shot him dead . . . father was a minister, got himself acquitted.


  — actor PAUL WINFIELD


  Racist this and racist that. So many allegations and complaints.


  . . . You know what? Nature is racist. Figure it out.


  — JOHN MAHONEY (Frasier) in 2017 to ex-agent Johnnie Planco


   ✶


  You’d think by now they’d have invented mouse-flavored cat food.


  — comedian GEORGE CARLIN


   ✶


  Blondi is a good dog, a model dog.


  — ADOLF HITLER, who hated cats and eventually poisoned Blondi


   ✶


  Heterosexual men who hate cats tend to be bullies and contemptuous of women.


  — psychotherapist Dr. BETTY BERZON


   ✶


  [I know] why dogs are so wonderful—they love women without their makeup.


  — CINDY WILLIAMS (Laverne and Shirley)


   ✶


  Tweety was a baby bird without feathers until censors made him have feathers because he “looked naked.” . . . Donald Duck comics were banned from Finland because he doesn’t wear pants.


  — CARTOON FACTOIDS from the Humane Society of the United States


  Silly people are scared by the word homo. Dumb or smart, we’re all homo sapiens, and most males are heterosexual but homosocial.


  — bisexual poet ROD MCKUEN


   ✶


  Dating’s not fun. Fun’s what you might get at the end of it. Men don’t date women for fun . . . or for conversation. For companionship and talking we got guys.


  — WAYNE ROGERS (M*A*S*H)


   ✶


  My mother made me a homosexual.


  — UCLA GRAFFITO. Another bathroom visitor added, “If I give her enough yarn can she make me one, too?”


   ✶


  Stick to driving trucks, kid.


  — ROCK HUDSON, quoting one of several agents who felt he had no movie-star potential


   ✶


  You ain’t goin’ nowhere, son. You ought to go back to drivin’ a truck.


  — JIM DENNY, Grand Ole Opry manager who in 1954 fired Elvis Presley after a single performance


   ✶


  More than a few ignorant people have said Rita Hayworth was passing for white. In fact she was white, via a Spanish father and Irish mother. . . . Like some actresses, she exchanged her father’s surname for her mother’s.


  — film historian CARLOS CLARENS


  Maybe they don’t look at us with their eyes. . . . Even Tom Snyder, one of the smarter talk show hosts, calls us “nonwhite.”


  — Skip E. Lowe Looks at Hollywood guest CESAR ROMERO on white Cubans, including Desi Arnaz and Andy Garcia


   ✶


  If something is repeated often enough, it takes on familiarity and then even a persuasive ring of truth.


  — screenwriter GARSON KANIN


   ✶


  The Gospels are believed not because they are rational but because they are repeated.


  — OSCAR WILDE


   ✶


  My daughter said to me, “The most unfair thing about being a girl is that God is a man—if She really is a man.”


  — singer HELEN REDDY (“I Am Woman”)


   ✶


  I believe in God; only I spell it “Nature.”


  — architect FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT


   ✶


  When I lectured in Northern Ireland, I informed the audience, so as to offend neither Catholics nor Protestants, that I was an atheist. A woman raised her hand. “But would it be the Protestants’ or the Catholics’ God you’re not believin’ in?”


  — QUENTIN CRISP, British author


  Regarding censors, prudes, and religious nuts, why don’t the 95 percent of us who aren’t offended by everything stop catering to the 5 percent who are?


  — GEORGE CARLIN


   ✶


  Religion is what keeps the poor from murdering the rich.


  — NAPOLEON BONAPARTE


   ✶


  Going to war over religion is basically killing each other to see who’s got the better imaginary friend.


  — comedian RICHARD JENI


   ✶


  A short summary of every Jewish holiday: They tried to kill us. We won. Let’s eat.


  — Jewish comedian ALAN KING


   ✶


  All creatures must learn to coexist. That’s why the brown bear and the field mouse can share their lives and live in harmony.


  Of course they can’t mate, or the mice would explode.


  — BETTY WHITE


   ✶


  Seagulls pluck food from air, water, and land. They follow boats, dolphins, and plows in fields. They take fish from nets, sit on pelicans, and feed under lights at night. They thrust their heads inside seal vaginas to gobble umbilical cords after birth.


  — Australian biologist and author TIM LOW (The New Nature)


  Americans ask me why the Chinese zodiac has a Year of the Dog but no Year of the Cat? The cat was shamed at the Buddha’s funeral, when all beings were supposed to be in harmony, after it sneaked away and killed a mouse.


  — Cambodian Oscar-winning actor Dr. HAING S. NGOR


   ✶


  The US is a violent place, perhaps more so for celebrities. John Lennon was the one Beatle to move there . . . killed in New York. . . . Haing Ngor survived the killing fields of Cambodia . . . killed in Los Angeles. And so on.


  — UK actress TANIA MALLET (Goldfinger)


   ✶


  My doctor warned me, “Bette, do you know that for every cigarette you smoke, you lose one minute of your life?” I said, “Doctor! What do I do now?” He said, “Never mind. You died eight years ago.”


  — impressionist CHARLES PEARCE as Bette Davis


   ✶


  Smoking is one of the leading causes of statistics.


  — FLETCHER KNEBEL, coauthor of the novel Seven Days in May


   ✶


  A friend who meant well, which they always do, informed me, “Smoking will eventually kill you, you know.” I replied, “I’m counting on it.”


  — TV host GARRY MOORE. It did.


  I’m tall, I have a deep voice, sometimes I’m loud and argumentative. If that makes me a man, fine. I don’t know that it makes me anything else.


  — BEA ARTHUR, alluding to her perceived sexual identity


   ✶


  It’s the most ridiculous thing I’ve ever known. Whenever I hear anything about that wedding, I shut my ears because it upsets me so much. My boy would turn in his grave at the very thought of what Lisa Marie has gone and done. He’d be hurting bad.


  — manager Colonel TOM PARKER on the marriage of Elvis Presley’s daughter to Michael Jackson


   ✶


  Please! Just too many so-called celebrities now. Very few stars and few real celebrities . . . so little visual or vocal difference between most under-forties. Send in the clones.


  — LEONARD NIMOY (“Mr. Spock”)


   ✶


  Overpopulation, crowding, traffic. Problems big and small, so many. Always something. But that’s life, isn’t it? Afterward . . . no problems, I guess. Of course some aren’t really bad problems.


  — columnist MOLLY IVINS


   ✶


  No problem is too big to run away from.


  — CHARLES M. SCHULZ, creator of Peanuts


   ✶


  Drive Carefully—We’ll Wait


  — New Mexico MORTUARY SIGN
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  Sex


  Murder is a crime. Describing murder is not.


 Sex is not a crime. Describing sex is.


 — author GERSHON LEGMAN


    ✶


  Indecent? If it’s long enough, hard enough, and in far enough, it’s in decent.


  — entertainer BELLE BARTH’s definition of a censor’s favorite word


    ✶


  The first thrill of adultery is entering the house.


 Everything has been paid for by the other man.


 — writer JOHN UPDIKE


    ✶


  It’s awful, but cheating on your girlfriend isn’t as stimulating as cheating on your wife.


  — actor TROY DONAHUE


    ✶


  If I ever cheat on my wife, it’ll be just oral sex. That way, no possible pregnancy and my conscience can say it wasn’t really sex. Isn’t that what one president said?


  — actor CHRISTOPHER PENNOCK


    ✶


  My definition of trust: two cannibals giving each other a blow job.


  — comedian RODNEY DANGERFIELD


  Linda Lovelace’s grandmother died after she went down on the Titanic.


  — comedian ALAN KING, referencing the star of Deep Throat


    ✶


  Women fake orgasms because men fake foreplay.


  — talk-show host VIRGINIA GRAHAM


    ✶


  I have faked an orgasm or two. Big deal. Men can fake an entire relationship.


 — novelist JACKIE COLLINS


    ✶


  How can a real man tell when his girlfriend’s having an orgasm? Real men don’t care.


 — NORM MACDONALD (Saturday Night Live)


    ✶


  Most men still don’t know that harass isn’t two words.


  — actress SUSAN STRASBERG


    ✶


  Three’s company if you and your wife agree and you can afford it.


  — comedian DAVID BRENNER


    ✶


  When I got my first TV set, I stopped caring so much about having a close relationship.


 — ANDY WARHOL


 Q: What’s LXIX?


  A: Sixty-nine, the hard way.


 — TRIVIAL PURSUIT


    ✶


  The idea of female erections . . . sounds made up.


 — political journalist DAVID HALBERSTAM. MRI studies of women watching pornographic videos showed an increase in clitoral volume of 90 percent.


    ✶


  How can you say no to a lady with 16 breasts?


 — actor CHARLES DURNING on Muppet costar Miss Piggy


    ✶


  With men, it’s like I’m trying every color in the jellybean jar to see what’s going to taste good.


 — RAQUEL WELCH


    ✶


  I don’t have fun times with married men. . . .


   I mean to say, not happily married men.


 — Swedish sex symbol ANITA EKBERG


    ✶


  The main problem in marriage is that for a man, sex is a hunger, like eating. If he can’t get to a fancy restaurant, he’ll make for the hot dog stand.


 — JOAN FONTAINE


   Now at least I know where he is.


 — QUEEN ALEXANDRA, after the burial of her womanizing husband, Edward VII, who in late middle age succeeded his mother, Victoria


    ✶


  When women go wrong, men go right after them.


 — MAE WEST


    ✶


  Musical!


 — WINSTON CHURCHILL, when asked by author W. Somerset Maugham what his sole gay experience was like, with handsome UK actor/composer Ivor Novello


    ✶


  I lost my virginity to an older woman named Miss Bea Haven.


  — secretly gay pianist LIBERACE. Insiders said it was probably a football player.


    ✶


  There’s a certain athlete who’s become a woman. If he
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