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I






t was the first day at my new school. I lived right across the




bay from the Golden Gate Bridge now, and it was beautiful to




look at, but it wasn’t home yet, and I dreaded going to school.




I missed my old school—and all my friends. My stomach was




churning and my heart was pounding out of my chest.
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When I made my way down the hall on my first day of school, everyone was




rushing by me, talking and laughing. They all knew each other. I felt so alone.




“Hey!” a friendly voice called out. “You look how I feel! Are you new




here, too?” a short round boy with rosy cheeks and a big smile asked.




I nodded.




“Me too! The name’s Jamie . . . Jamie Aldrich,” he chirped.




“I’m Lyla . . . Lyla Dean,” I answered.




“So what grade are you in, anyway?” Jamie asked.




“Sixth,” I answered.




“Me too! Bet we end up in the same homeroom,” he said with a grin.




And he was right. Not only were we in the same homeroom,




we sat right next to each other.
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It didn’t take very long for Jamie and me to become fast friends. We ate




lunch together every day and watched the other kids break into groups.




The kids they called “the geeks and the nerds” sat at one table, the “toughs”




sat with other tough kids, skateboarders sat at their own table, arty kids at




another. The sports kids had two tables and were the loudest!
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