
   
  About the Author

  Jakob Lorber was born on July 22, 1800, on the left bank of the River Drau amidst vineyards, in the Village of Kanischa and parish of Jahring, where his father, Michael Lorber, labored on a small farm.

  It was not mere coincidence that Jakob Lorber grew up in an impoverished rural environment, though in a home open to art and religion. He inherited from his father his manysided musical talents, receiving instruction on the violin, piano, and organ.

  By the time he attended high school in Marburg, Lorber had earned the necessary tuition money as an organist at one of the local churches. He received his accreditation as a high school teacher in 1829, in Graz, Austria, capital of the province of Steiermark. At that time, however, he could not find appropriate employment. This prompted him to continue his musical studies, which consisted of composing, teaching the violin, providing singing lesson, and giving an occasional concert.

  During these years, Jakob Lorber followed his inclination and immersed himself more deeply in the spiritual “path to the innermost.” He read, among others, the writings of Justinus Kerner, Jung-Stilling, Swedenborg, Jakob Bohme, and Johann Tennhardt. The Bible, however, was his constant companion and remained his principal source of inspiration until the end of his life.

  Despite his many abilities, he lived from hand to mouth, until he was finally offered a position as conductor of the Opera in Trieste. It was just as he was about to accept this position that he received his appointment as “God’s scribe.” On March 15, 1840, right after early morning prayer, he heard a voice in his heart which clearly ordered him: “Get up, take your pen and write!”

  He abandoned all travel preparations, and obediently sat down to write what the mysterious voice dictated. It proved to be the introduction to his first work, The Household of God: “And thus the good Lord speaks to everyone; and this is true, faithful, and certain. Whoever wishes to speak to Me should come to Me, and I will place the answer in his heart. But only the pure, whose hearts are full of humility, will hear the sound of My voice. And whoever prefers Me to all things and to the world, and loves Me like a bride loves her groom, with such a person I will walk arm in arm. Such a human being will for all times look upon Me as one brother would look upon another, which is how I have looked upon him from eternity, before he existed.”

  From the hour of this first dictation by the Lord, the unexpected and unheard powerfully entered Lorber’s life. During the twenty-four years that followed, he wrote almost daily for many hours without interruption, neither consulting any books of reference nor otherwise having any prior experience of the voluminous knowledge which flowed from his pen through the Inner Word. His life was fulfilled solely in obedience to this Inner Voice.

  One would have to speak entirely in superlatives in order to capture the essence of Jakob Lorber. If we consider him as a literary man, then he surpasses all other authors, poets, and thinkers throughout history. Where else can one find such comprehensive wisdom, interpretations of such depths, or such accurate knowledge of geography, history, biology, and natural science, even unto the creation of the cosmos? His major works fill twenty-five volumes of five hundred pages each, not counting his other smaller volumes. And if we consider him as a mystical genius, he surpasses all other initiates of whom we have knowledge. No words can encompass him; and if he called himself “God’s scribe,” that was only his own humble self-assessment.

  Jakob Lorber died on August 24, 1864. His mission was accomplished, and he had foreseen his own death. On his tombstone at St. Leonhard Cemetery in Graz, the apostle Paul’s words are written: “Whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s.”




   Chapter 1

  Joseph the Carpenter. The Lottery.

  Mary Leaves the Temple. God’s Testimony about Joseph.

  Joseph’s Prayer. Mary in Joseph’s House.

  Joseph was busy building a house in the region between Nazareth and Jerusalem. A distinguished citizen from Jerusalem had this house built to serve as a hostel, because there was no shelter for the Nazarenes between Nazareth and Jerusalem.

  Mary, who had been raised in the temple, had become mature and was now ready in accordance with Mosaic law to leave the temple.

  For this reason, messengers were sent into all of Judea with this message to summon the fathers. If one of these fathers was found worthy, he was to take the maiden into his household.

  When the message reached Joseph that a maiden was ready to leave the temple, he immediately set his axe aside and hurried to Jerusalem; and he went to the particular meeting and council chambers in the temple.

  After three days when the applicants met again at the designated place, each candidate for Mary, as it was previously agreed upon, handed the priest the fresh stem of a lily. Whereupon, the priest went immediately with these little stems to the sanctuary of the temple where he prayed.

  After he had completed his prayer, he left the sanctuary and returned with the stems and returned one to each candidate.

  It did not take long before all the stems became spotted, and only Joseph’s, which was the last one the priest had handed back, remained fresh without any blemishes.

  Some of those present, however, were in disagreement and declared this a prejudicial test and therefore invalid, and they demanded another test, one that was above reproach.

  The priest was somewhat annoyed by this development, and he immediately sent for Mary; he placed a dove in her hands and asked her to step into the center of all the candidates and while there to set the dove free.

  But before Mary could do so, he spoke to the candidates, “Behold, you false interpreters of Jehovah’s signs. The dove is an innocent, pure animal and does not understand our discussion. Instead, it lives solely in accordance with the will of the Lord, and it only understands the almighty language of God.

  “Hold your stems high enough so that when the maiden releases the dove it can settle on one of them; and on whoever’s stem the dove settles and from there flies on one of your heads, he is the one who will take Mary home.”

  The candidates were satisfied with this solution and said, “Yes, this is unmistakably an acceptable sign.”

  At the behest of the priest, Mary released the dove and it flew directly to Joseph and settled on the stem, and then it flew onto Joseph’s head.

  Whereupon the priest said, “That is the Lord’s will! You are an honest craftsman and you have been chosen unquestionably to be the one to receive the Virgin of the Lord. Take her in the name of the Lord into your unblemished house under your protection now and forever. Amen!”

  July 24, 1843

  After Joseph had heard these words, he said to the priest, “Listen, O anointed servant of the Lord, in accordance with Mosaic laws, the faithful servant of the Lord God Zebaoth, I am already an old man. I have grown sons at home and have been a widower for a long time. I shall be the object of ridicule to the sons of Israel if I take this maiden into my house.

  “Therefore, select someone else, and when you do, let me remain outside, so that I will not be counted among the candidates.”

  At this point, the priest raised his hand and said to Joseph, “Joseph! Fear God the Lord! Do you not know what he did to Dathan, Korah, and Abiram? Behold, the earth opened up, and because of their rebelliousness, devoured them all. Do you think He could not do the same to you?

  “I tell you: You have seen and perceived Jehovah’s sign — it was completely clear, there was no error. Therefore, obey the Lord, who is almighty and just, for He always punishes those who are against His will and who defect and are obstinate.

  “On the other hand, be severely afraid when you are in your house, that the Lord does not do the same to your house as he did to Dathan, Korah, and Abi-ram.”

  These words frightened Joseph severely, and while in great fear, he said to the priest, “Pray for me so that the Lord will again be gracious and merciful towards me and then give me the Virgin of the Lord in accordance with His will.”

  Whereupon the priest went to the sanctuary and prayed for Joseph before the Holy of Holies, and, while he was praying, the Lord spoke to the priest, “Do not cause any grief for this man whom I have chosen, because there is no one more righteous in all of Israel, and there is also no one in the entire world, and no one before My eternal throne in all the heavens.

  “Go and give him the maiden which I Myself have raised for the most righteous man on earth.”

  Here the priest smote his chest and said, “O Lord, almighty God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, be merciful for I am a sinner, because now I realize that You will strike Your people.”

  Whereupon the priest rose and with blessings in the name of the Lord he gave the maiden to the frightened Joseph.

  The priest said to him, “Joseph, you are righteous before the Lord — that is why He has chosen you among many thousands! May you go in peace, Amen!”

  Joseph accepted Mary and said, “May the holy will of my God, my Lord, always be done. O Lord, what You give is always good; therefore, I shall gladly and willingly accept this gift from Your hand. But bless her for me and for herself, so that I am worthy of her before You now, as always. Your will be done, Amen!”

  July 26, 1843

  After Joseph had said that before the Lord, he felt strengthened in his heart. He left the temple with Mary and took her to the region of Nazareth into his humble house.

  But when he came home, there was quite an amount of work waiting for Joseph; that is why he wasted no time, and he said to Mary, “Behold, Mary, I have taken you in accordance with God’s will from the temple of the Lord, my God. But I cannot stay with you now and protect you. I have to leave you here, for I must finish building the house as I promised at the location which I showed you on our journey here.

  “You will not, however, be alone. I have a close relative, who is my housekeeper; she is devout and just, and she will be here, as will my youngest son, and the grace of God and His blessing will not leave you either.

  “I shall be home with my four sons very soon, and I shall be a guide to you in the ways of the Lord. God the Lord will now watch over you and my house. Amen!”




   Chapter 2

 The New Curtain in the Temple.

 Mary’s Work on the Curtain.

  Since the old curtain in the temple had some rips in it, another was needed to cover up the damage. Therefore, the priests held a council, and they said, “Let us make a curtain in the temple of the Lord to cover the damage on the old curtain.

  “Because the Lord could come today or tomorrow, as it is written. What would we say to Him and what would He think of us if He found the temple in this neglected condition?”

  That is when the high priest took the word, “Do not make such blind judgments, as if the Lord does not know whose sanctuary is in the temple, and how matters are in the temple.

  “Find seven pure maidens from the tribe of David, then we shall hold a lottery to decide who this work is to be assigned to.”

  Whereupon the servants of the temple were sent out to find maidens from the tribe of David. With great effort they found only six, and they told the high priest of the difficulties they had finding these maidens.

  The high priest, however, remembered that Mary, who only a few weeks before had been placed in Joseph’s care, was also from David’s tribe, and he immediately told the servants about her.

  Whereupon the servants went immediately to Joseph and informed him, and he took Mary back to the temple, led by the servants of the temple.

  July 27, 1843

  When all the maidens were gathered in the entrance hall of the temple the high priest came and led them into the temple of the Lord.

  When they arrived in the temple of the Lord, the high priest spoke to them, “Listen, you maidens from the tribe of David, it was David who had ordered, in accordance with God’s will, that the fine work on the curtain which separates the inner sanctum from the temple shall always be done by the maidens of his tribe.

  “In accordance with his testament the multifarious work shall always be assigned through a lottery, and each maiden must do the work which has been assigned to her in accordance with her skills, and the work must be completed to the best of her abilities.

  “Behold, before you is the damaged curtain, and here upon the golden table are the many raw materials already prepared for your use. As you can see, this work is absolutely necessary, so let us immediately draw the lots to find out who is to spin the gold thread, the amiantus, and the cotton thread, the silk thread, and the hyacinth-colored, the scarlet, and the genuine crimson thread.”

  Whereupon, the maidens drew the lots timidly, while the high priest prayed over them. When they had drawn the lots in accordance with the established order, it was determined how the work was to be assigned.

  The Virgin Mary, daughter of Anna and Joachim, by the draw of the lot was assigned to the scarlet and the genuine crimson thread. The Virgin thanked God for such a gracious recognition and assignment of such praiseworthy work for His honor. She took the work and went home with Joseph.

  Upon arriving at their home, she joyfully began her work, and Joseph asked her to be diligent; he blessed her and returned to building the house.

  At the same time, while Zacharias was carrying out an incense offering, he lost his speech as a result of a minor lack of faith. For that reason, someone else was chosen to take his place, and he was the one under whom the lots were drawn for the work on the curtain.

  Mary was related to Zacharias and the man who took his place. That is why she doubled her diligence to finish her work quickly and perhaps be the first to complete it.

  She did not do this out of a desire for praise, but it was her belief that God would be pleased if she completed her work to the best of her ability.

  She began with the scarlet thread. She had to pay great attention to the spinning of this thread because it had to be spun in the same consistency, not thicker here and thinner there. Mary spun the scarlet thread with great mastery, so that everyone who came to Joseph’s house was highly amazed at Mary’s extraordinary skills.

  In the short span of only three days, Mary was done with spinning the scarlet thread. Then she immediately began spinning the crimson thread. Since it required constant moistening, she had to get up frequently to fill the jug with water from the well outside.




   Chapter 3

 The Annunciation of the Birth of the Lord by an Angel.

 Mary’s Humble Devotion.

  July 28, 1843

  It was on a Friday morning when Mary again took the jug and went outside to fill it with water, when lo and behold, a voice spoke to her, “Greetings to you. You are highly favored in the grace of the Lord’s kingdom. The Lord is with you, blessed art thou among women.”

  Mary was taken aback, because she did not know from where the voice came, and she looked quickly right and left, but saw no one who could have spoken to her. Therefore, she became even more frightened, so she quickly took the full jug and hurried back to the house.

  By the time she reached the inside of the house, she was trembling. She put the jug aside, and took the crimson material into her hands. She sat down on her work-stool and began to diligently spin the thread.

  But no sooner had she begun her work, than behold, an angel of the Lord stood before the hard-working maiden and he said to her, “Fear not, Mary, because you have found infinite great grace before the countenance of the Lord; behold you shall soon be with child by the word of God.”

  After Mary heard this, she began to ponder these words, but she could not comprehend their meaning, and that is why she said to the angel, “How is this supposed to occur? It will take quite some time yet before I become the wife of a man; in addition, I have not even become acquainted with a man who would take me soon as his wife, so that I would become pregnant like other women and bear a child as they do.”

  The angel replied to Mary, “Listen, you are God’s chosen maiden. It will not happen in the manner you expect it. Instead, the power of the Lord will overshadow you.

  “That is why the Holiness which will be born by you will be called the Son of the Most High. When He is born, you shall name Him Jesus, because He will deliver His people from all sin, from judgment, and from eternal death.”

  Mary cast herself in front of the angel and said, “Behold, I am merely a handmaiden of the Lord. Therefore, let it happen to me in accordance with His will, and in accordance with your words.” At this point the angel vanished, and Mary returned to her work.




   Chapter 4

 Mary’s Childlike Innocent Conversation with

 God and the Answer from Above.

  August 1, 1843

  As soon as the angel vanished, Mary praised and glorified God the Lord, and she spoke the following in her heart, “O what am I before you, O Lord, that You grant me such great grace?

  “I am to be with child, without ever having known a man, for I do not yet even know the differences that exist between me and a man. Do I really know what it means to be with child? O Lord! I simply do not!

  “Do I know what it means when people say, ‘Look, that woman is giving birth’? O Lord, look upon me graciously. I am only a fourteen-year-old maiden, and I have only heard about birthing, but in reality I know nothing about it.

  “What will happen to me should I become with child? I do not know what to do in such a situation. What will father Joseph say when I tell him, or when he notices that I am with child?

  “But it cannot be something bad when you are pregnant, especially when the Lord Himself chooses a maiden for that, as He once did with Sarah?

  “When I was in the temple I often heard it said that women experience great joy when they are pregnant. Therefore, being pregnant must be something truly good and extremely blessed, and I am certain that I shall enjoy it also when it is given to me by God.

  “But when, when will this happen and how? Or has it already happened? Am I already with child, or will this still happen?

  “O Lord! You eternally Holy One of Israel, give me a sign, please give Your poor maiden a sign as to when this will happen so that I may praise and glorify You!”

  When Mary spoke these words a bright ethereal waft touched her, and a gentle voice spoke to her, “Mary! Do not waste your time worrying, for you have conceived, and the Lord is with you. Complete your work, because in the future this kind of work will no longer be done for the temple.”

  At this point Mary fell to the ground and prayed to God, and she praised and glorified Him for such grace. After she had offered her praise, she got up and continued with her work.




   Chapter 5

 Mary Delivers her Work to the Temple.

 Mary and the High Priest.

 Mary Visits her Aunt Elizabeth.

  Mary finished spinning the crimson thread within a few days; she put the thread in the proper order, took the scarlet thread, and placed it next to the crimson one.

  Whereupon she thanked God for the grace that He allowed her to finish her work so well. Then she wrapped the threads she had spun in pure linen and went on her way to Jerusalem.

  She walked alone to where Joseph was building the house. From there, Joseph accompanied her to Jerusalem and to the temple.

  Upon their arrival, she delivered her work immediately to the high priest. He examined the scarlet and crimson thread and found her work to be extraordinarily well done, and he praised Mary and also welcomed her with the following words, “Mary, this skillful work cannot be your natural talent; instead, the Lord’s hand must have helped you.

  “The Lord has given you greatness. Blessed shall you be among all the women of the earth, since you were first to deliver your work to the Lord in the temple.”

  Mary was filled with humility and joy in her heart when she said to the high priest, “Honorable servant of the Lord in His sanctuary. Do not praise me too much and do not elevate me above others. I did not achieve this work through my abilities — it was the Lord who guided my hand. Therefore, only He deserves all the praise, all the glory and all my love and all my devotion without intermission.”

  The high priest replied, “Amen, Mary. Immaculate maiden of the Lord, you have spoken well before the Lord. Go in peace, the Lord be with you.”

  Mary got up, and she went with Joseph as far as the building site where she strengthened herself with bread, milk, and water.

  A half-day’s journey from the building site on the other side of a small mountain lived Mary’s aunt, her mother’s sister, Elizabeth. Mary wanted to visit her aunt and she asked Joseph for permission.

  Joseph gave her permission to visit her aunt right away, and he told his oldest son to accompany Mary and to serve her as a guide until Elizabeth’s house was in sight.




   Chapter 6

 Mary’s Wonderful Welcome by Elizabeth.

 Mary’s Humility and Wisdom. Mary Returns to Joseph.

  August 3, 1843

  When Mary reached her aunt Elizabeth’s house, she knocked timidly on the door in accordance with the customs of the Jews.

  When Elizabeth heard the timid knock, she thought to herself, “Who knocks so timidly at my door? It must be my neighbor’s child; it cannot be my husband, because he is still in the temple awaiting salvation from his dumbness.

  “My work is important. Shall I put it aside because of my neighbor’s naughty child? No, I shall not. It is work for the temple, and that is more important than the naughtiness of a child which probably has nothing else to do but to tease and to mock me, which it did many times before.

  “Therefore, I shall continue my work, and the child may knock at my door as long as it pleases.”

  Mary knocked once more, and the child in Elizabeth’s womb began to leap for joy. Elizabeth heard a faint voice from the area where she was carrying her child, and this is what the voice said, “Mother, open the door quickly, because it is the mother of our Lord, our God, who knocks at your door and visits you in peace.”

  As soon as Elizabeth heard this, she immediately cast everything she had in her hands aside and scurried to the door and opened the door for Mary.

  She blessed Mary immediately, as was the custom, and welcomed and embraced her with open arms, and she said, “Oh, Mary, you are blessed among all women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Oh, Mary, you are a pure virgin of God. From whence does this high grace come to me, that the mother of my Lord, my God, comes to visit me?”

  Mary, who did not understand anything about these kinds of mysteries, said to Elizabeth, “Oh, dear aunt! I just came for a friendly visit, and you say things about me that I do not understand! Do you think in all seriousness that I am with child, since you called me a mother?”

  Whereupon Elizabeth replied, “Behold, when you knocked on the door the second time, the baby that I carry leaped for joy in my womb, and it told me that you were the mother of the Lord, and it sent its greetings to you in advance.”

  That is when Mary looked up to the heavens and thought about what the Archangel Gabriel had told her, even though she did not understand the entire meaning. She said, “O great God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob! What have you made out of me? What am I? Why should all human beings on earth beatify me?”

  “Oh, Mary, you are chosen by God!” exclaimed Elizabeth. “Come into my house and strengthen yourself. We shall talk about it, and together we shall praise and glorify God with all the power within us.”

  August 4, 1843

  Mary followed Elizabeth into the house where she ate and drank and strengthened herself, and she was cheerful.

  Elizabeth asked Mary about many things she had experienced in the temple as a protege of the Lord, and she also wanted to know Mary’s impressions.

  Mary replied, “My dear aunt, you are also blessed by the Lord. But I am of the opinion that these are matters, which are not of concern to us women, beyond our understanding. It would be unwise for us to discuss matters to which the Lord has assigned to the sons of Aaron.

  “That is why I am of the opinion that we women should leave divine things to God and to those whom He has given this assignment, and we should not mull over these matters.

  “If we love God above all and keep His holy commandments, then we live in accordance with our station in life; and whatever is beyond that is reserved for the men, which the Lord calls and has chosen.

  “That is what I think, dear aunt, is the right thing to do; therefore, do not ask me about any gossip in the temple, because the temple will not be any better or worse because of it. And whenever it is suitable to the Lord, He will chasten and reform the temple when the time is right.”

  Elizabeth recognized in these words Mary’s high level of humility and modesty, and she said to her, “Yes, you are God’s maiden filled with grace. If you think in this manner, you are bound to find the greatest grace before God.

  “Only the purest innocence can speak the way you speak, and whoever lives accordingly, surely lives righteously before God and the entire world.”

  Mary replied, “A righteous life is not ours but the Lord’s, and it is a blessing. Whoever believes that he lives righteously, surely does not live in a righteous manner in the eyes of God. But he who always confesses his guilt before God, he is the one who lives righteously in God’s eyes.

  “I, however, do not know how I live, for my life is a pure blessing of the Lord. Therefore, I can do nothing but always love, praise, and glorify Him with all my might. Should your life be like mine, then do the same, and the Lord will be more pleased with that than if we spend our time talking about the conditions in the temple.”

  Elizabeth realized that a divine spirit emanated from Mary; therefore, she asked no more questions about the conditions in the temple, and she surrendered herself into His will by praising and glorifying God.

  August 5, 1843

  Mary spent three full months at Elizabeth’s house, and she helped her with all the housework like a maid.

  In the meantime, Joseph had completed building the house, and he was home again with his sons and took care of his small piece of land, which he rented.

  One evening he said to his oldest son, “Joel, go and prepare for tomorrow morning my beast of burden, because I must go and fetch Mary. The girl is already gone from home for three months, and I do not know what is happening to her.

  “Even though she is with the wife of the high priest, who lost the ability to speak, we do not know if his house is not plagued by the same temptations that seduced Eve.

  “Therefore, tomorrow I shall bring the girl back, so that in time the sons of Israel do not speak ill of me, and that the Lord does not punish me, because I did not properly care for the girl.”

  Joel did what Joseph asked him to do, but he was barely finished with his work when Mary stood in front of the hallway. She greeted Joseph and asked him to take her back into his household.

  Joseph was surprised when he saw Mary, and he immediately asked her, “Is it really you? Why have you become unfaithful to my house?”

  “Yes, it is I,” replied Mary, “but I did not become unfaithful to your house. I would gladly have come home long ago, but I did not dare travel over the wooded mountains, and you did not send a messenger for me. That is why I stayed so long.

  “But as it happened, three Levites visited Zacharias’s wife, and when they returned to Jerusalem they offered to take me with them. They brought me here to the boundary of your property, they blessed me and your house, and they continued on their journey. I hurried back to you, my dear father Joseph.”

  Although Joseph would have liked to have scolded Mary a bit longer because she had stayed away for such a long time, he did not have the heart to do so. First of all, Mary’s voice had touched his noble heart, and second, he realized that he was to blame since he had not sent a messenger to fetch her.

  Therefore, he allowed the girl to come to him to be blessed, and the girl leaped to him and caressed him like innocent children cuddle and hug their parents or benefactors.

  Joseph was deeply moved and filled with great joy when he said to her, “Look, I am a poor man and advanced in years, but your childlike love makes me forget my poverty and my age. The Lord has given you to me to be my great joy. That is why I shall go and work with joy in order to provide for you, my child, a good piece of bread.”

  With these words the old man shed some tears. But Mary quickly dried his moist cheeks, and thanked God that He had given her, in Joseph, such a good father as her provider.

  At that moment Joseph suddenly heard voices as if psalms were sung right in front of his house.




   Chapter 7

 Joseph’s Premonitions and Prophecy.

 Mary’s Consolation.

 The Blessed Evening Meal.

 Mary’s Pregnancy is Noticeable.

  August 7, 1843

  Joseph was filled with a high premonition when he said to Mary, “Child of the Lord! You have given my house much joy; my soul is filled with high premonitions.

  “But I am also aware that the Lord always painfully strikes those He loves. Therefore, we shall beseech Him at all times to be gracious and merciful with us all. It might even be possible that the Lord wants to have the Ark of the Covenant, which has become old and decrepit, renewed through you and me.

  “Should something like that be in the offing, then woe to us both, for we shall have to overcome some difficult tasks. But no more of that now.

  “Whatever must happen certainly will, and we shall be unable to prevent it. And when it comes it will seize us with an almighty hand, and we will tremble before the will of the One who has established the firmness of the earth.”

  Mary did not understand one word of what Joseph had said to her; therefore, she comforted the worried Joseph with these words, “Dear father Joseph! Do not become distressed because of the Lord’s will, for we know that He only wants the very best for His children. If the Lord is with us, as He was with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and as He always was with those who loved Him, what harm and evil can possibly befall us?”

  Joseph was satisfied with the comfort that Mary had given him, and he thanked the Lord in his heart with all the might at his disposal that He had given him such a comforting angel in Mary; and then he said, “Children, it is already late in the evening. Let us start singing the song of praise and then eat our blessed evening meal before we retire.”

  They sang the song of praise, then Mary hurried and brought the bread, which Joseph served to each person at the table. Everyone was surprised that the bread had such an exceptionally good taste.

  Whereupon Joseph said, “The Lord deserves all the praise, for what He blesses always has a good taste and the best flavor.”

  That is when Mary remarked to Joseph, in a lovingly and wise manner, “Behold, dear father, there is no need to fear the Lord’s divine retributions, for they are also His most exquisite blessings.”

  Joseph replied, “Yes, yes, you are right, because you are a pure daughter of the Lord. Indeed, I shall patiently bear whatever the Lord burdens me with, because He will certainly not make His burden too heavy, nor His yoke too hard; even in His fervor He is a Father filled with kindness and mercy. Therefore, His holy will shall always be done.”

  At which point this devout family retired for the night, and for the next few days they worked at home.

  And day-by-day Mary’s body blossomed more and more, and when she noticed, she attempted as much as possible to conceal her pregnancy from Joseph and his sons.

  But after two months it was no longer possible to conceal her condition, and Joseph began to suspect something. He secretly consulted with one of his friends in Nazareth about Mary’s peculiar condition.




   Chapter 8

 The Opinion of the Physician. Joseph Interrogates Mary.

 Mary’s Explanation.

 August 9, 1843

  Joseph’s friend was competent in these matters. He was a physician knowledgeable in herbs, and he often stood by to give support to the midwives whenever there was a difficult or critical birth.

  This physician accompanied Joseph home, and he observed Mary secretly. After he had done so, he said to Joseph, “Listen to me, brother of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. A great disaster has befallen your household. Behold, the maiden is in an advanced stage of pregnancy.

  “This is your own fault because you have been away building that house for six months. Tell me, who watched out for the maiden during this time?”

  Whereupon Joseph replied, “During the entire time Mary was barely in my house for three weeks, and that was in the beginning when she first came to my house. Then she spent three full months with her Aunt Elizabeth.

  “Now she has been home for two full months under my constant supervision, and during this time I saw no one who came to her openly or secretly.

  “During my absence, she was in the best hands. My son, who accompanied her to Elizabeth’s home, gave me his most solemn vow that he, except in an emergency, did not even touch her dress during the entire journey.

  “Therefore, I know with great certainty that nothing happened to Mary in my house. If that, however, was the case in Zacharias’s house, of course, is another question.

  “Perhaps something happened in the temple with one of the servants? Hopefully, the Lord will protect me from such an opinion because He would have found that out long ago, and He would have exposed it through the constant wisdom of the high priest.

  “I know now what I must do in order to learn the truth. And you, my friend, may go in peace, while I subject my household to a strict examination.”

  Joseph’s friend left soon. Whereupon Joseph turned to Mary and said, “Child! Can I now look up to my God with a clear conscience? What shall I say about you?

  “Did I not receive you as a pure maiden from the temple, and did I not protect you faithfully through my daily prayers? And were you not protected by the faithful people in my household?

  “I implore you, please tell me who it is that dared to deceive me and attack me, a son of David, so shamefully, and also attack you, since you are a descend-ent of the same house?

  “Who seduced and defiled you, a maiden of the Lord? Who was in the position to cloud your purest senses? And who was able to make a second Eve out of you?

  “Now the old story of Adam repeats itself with me, and it seems to me that you, like Eve, have been seduced by a serpent!

  “Answer my question! Take time to compose yourself. You will not, however, succeed in deceiving me.” At this point Joseph fell upon his face on a sack filled with ashes, heart-broken, and he began to weep.

  Mary trembled with great fear. She began to cry and sigh, and she could not utter a word because of her fear and sorrow.

  Joseph rose to his feet from the sack and he spoke to Mary with a reasonable and gentle tone of voice, “Mary, child of God, which He Himself took into His care, why have you done this to me? Why did you degrade your soul to this extent, and why did you forget your God?

  “How could you do such a thing, you who were raised in the Holy of Holies where you received your nourishment from the hands of angels, and you always had these radiant servants of God as your playmates? O speak! Do not keep your silence in my presence!”

  At this point Mary took heart, and she said, “Father Joseph, you are a hard but righteous man. I can tell you, as truly as God lives, it is true that I am pure and innocent to this very hour, and I have not had a man in my life.”

  Joseph asked, “But from whence does it come, what you carry under your heart?”

  “Behold, I am still a child,” replied Mary, “and I do not understand God’s secrets. But listen to me, and I shall tell what happened to me. And this is as truly as a just God lives above us.”




   Chapter 9

 Mary’s Account of the Mysterious Holy Occurrences.

 Joseph’s Grief and Concern and his Decision to Hide Mary.

 An Angel of the Lord Appears to Joseph in a Dream.

 Mary Remains in Joseph’s House.

  August 10, 1843

  Mary told Joseph everything she experienced when she was working on the crimson thread, and she concluded her account of the event with the following solemn declaration, “I say it to you again, father, as truly as God, the Lord of heaven and earth lives, that is how true it is that I am pure. I know of no man, and I know just as little of God’s mystery which I carry under my heart to my own great misery.”

  At this point, Joseph fell silent and he became frightened, because Mary’s words penetrated profoundly into his worried soul, and he found his secret suspicion confirmed.

  He began to ponder about this situation, back and forth, as to what he should do. He spoke to himself in his heart, “If I conceal her irrefutable sin from the world, especially the way she is now, because I no longer acknowledge it as a sin, then I will be considered a blasphemer, having violated a law of the Lord, and I will not evade certain punishment!

  “But if against my innermost conviction I reveal her before the sons of Israel as a venal sinner, since according to her unequivocal account of the events what she carries under her heart came from an angel, then God the Lord will find me to be the one who handed over innocent blood to a judgment of death.

  “What shall I do with her? Shall I conceal her, that is, shall I take her from here secretly and hide her somewhere in the mountain, near the Greek border? Or shall I wait for the day of the Lord so He can tell me what to do?

  “But if tomorrow or the day after someone comes to me from Jerusalem, and he recognizes Mary, what then? Yes, I think it will be best if I secretly take her somewhere and care for her without anyone knowing about it, except for my children.

  “In time, the Lord will certainly reveal her innocence, and then everything will be safe and sound, so let it be in the name of the Lord!”

  Whereupon, Joseph told Mary of his secret plan, and she resigned herself to Joseph’s good intentions and prepared herself for this ordeal. Since it was already late in the evening, she retired.

  On account of the many thoughts which assailed Joseph, he fell into a slumber, and behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, have no fear because of Mary, the purest maiden of the Lord! Because what she is carrying under her heart is engendered by the Holy Spirit of God, and when He is born, you shall give him the name Jesus.”

  Joseph awoke from his sleep, and he praised God the Lord, who had bestowed upon him this grace.

  But it was already morning, and Mary was ready for the intended journey. She came to Joseph and told him that it was time to go.

  Joseph embraced the maiden and pressed her against his chest and he said, “Mary, you are pure, and you shall remain with me. Because today the Lord gave me a mighty testimony about you, and when you bear your child it shall be named Jesus!”

  Mary realized immediately that the Lord had spoken to Joseph, because the angel had given her the same name, which she had not mentioned to Joseph.

  From that moment on Joseph took good care of Mary, and he made certain that she had everything she needed in her condition.




   Chapter 10

 The Roman Census. Joseph’s Non-participation at the

 People’s Council in Jerusalem. Annas the Traitor.

  August 11, 1843

  Two weeks after this occurrence, a great council was convened in Jerusalem because some of the Romans who lived in Jerusalem learned that the emperor wanted to have the entire Jewish nation counted and recorded.

  This news caused great concern among the Jews, for it was forbidden for them to count human beings.

  These events prompted the high priest to convene the great assembly to which the elders and craftsmen were summoned.

  Joseph, however, had undertaken a journey to the mountains when this occurred to get timber for his building trade, and he was not at home for several days.

  A messenger from Jerusalem who came to Joseph’s house while he was gone to deliver the invitation to the great assembly, gave the behest to Joseph’s oldest son, that Joseph should immediately notify him upon his return.

  Joseph returned the next morning. His son, Joses, immediately informed him about the messenger from Jerusalem and his behest.

  Joseph said, “I climbed around in the mountains for five days and I am extremely tired; my feet will not carry me unless I rest for a few days. Therefore, I do not see that under these circumstances I am compelled to obey Jerusalem’s call.

  “Besides, this entire assembly is not worth my while because the powerful emperor in Rome, who also wields his scepter over the countries of the Scythians, will take little notice of our assembly and will do what he wants to do. Therefore, I shall stay home.”

  But after three days, a certain Annas came from Jerusalem to Joseph’s house. Annas was a great scribe and he said to Joseph, “Joseph, you are a man from the tribe of David, well-versed in the crafts and in the Scriptures. I must ask you why you did not attend the assembly.”

  Joseph turned to Annas and said, “Behold, for five days I was in the mountains, and I did not know that I was called upon.

  “When I returned home and my son Joses gave me the message, I was too tired and too weak, and it was not possible for me to immediately leave for Jerusalem. Besides, I realized at first glance that this great assembly would be of little use.”

  While Joseph was speaking, Annas looked around and unfortunately saw the highly pregnant Mary.

  At this point, Annas left Joseph’s house without mentioning anything and hurried as quickly as his feet could carry him to Jerusalem.

  He reached Jerusalem almost breathless, and he rushed to the high priest and said to him, “Listen to me, do not ask me why the son of David did not come to the assembly, because I discovered unbelievable and atrocious circumstances in his house.

  “Behold Joseph, for whom God and you gave testimony by entrusting him with the maiden, has in an indescribably base and coarse manner failed God and you.”

  The high priest was considerably taken aback about the news that Annas had brought him, and he asked Annas curtly, “How so, in what way? Tell me the entire truth, otherwise, you shall pay with your life today.”

  Annas said, “Behold, the maiden Mary, which Joseph received from this temple and who was placed under his protection in accordance with God’s testimony, has thoroughly defiled this maiden. Because she is highly pregnant, and this is a living testimony.”

  The high priest replied, “No, Joseph would never do such a thing. Would God give a false testimony?”

  Annas said, “Then send your most trusted servants to Joseph’s house, and you will be convinced that in all seriousness the maiden is highly pregnant. If she is not, you can have me stoned.”




   Chapter 100

 Cyrenius tells Joseph that Two Hundred

 Apparently Dead People Came Back to Life.

 Cyrenius’s Increasing Interest in the Girl.

 Joseph’s Reservation.

 The Three-Fold Matrimonial Law in Ancient Rome.

  December 22, 1843

  Cyrenius said to Joseph, “O friend and brother! Do not worry about those corpses because during the night two hundred were revived, and I spent all morning finding accommodation for them. Should there be any more uninjured corpses found in the rubble, they will be cared for, just like the others.

  “Behold, that is briefly the entire story, and it does not nearly interest me as much as this maiden, who in accordance with your highly credible account is supposed to be the daughter of a patrician who was the victim of a storm at sea.

  “Let me find out first exactly what the situation is with this child, so that I can do everything in my power to help her and do whatever is necessary for this orphan’s welfare.

  “Behold, I stated earlier that I am unmarried with no children. Could she be better provided for if I, as brother of the emperor, take her for my permanent wife?

  “The story of this girl becomes more and more important to me and is getting closer and closer to my heart. Give me the opportunity to immediately speak to this magnificent child and to counsel her in this matter.”

  Whereupon Joseph said to Cyrenius, “High esteemed friend and brother! You tell me now that you are unwed, but when we were in Tyre you told me that you were married, and that you have no children with her.

  “Tell me, how am I to understand this? Although you may take a second wife if the first one cannot bear you any children, how can you be unwed as a married spouse? Indeed, I do not understand. Explain it to me more clearly so that I do understand.”

  Cyrenius smiled as he listened to Joseph’s word, and then he said, “Dear friend! I see you are not familiar with the laws of Rome; therefore, I shall enlighten you, now listen.

  “We Romans have a three-fold matrimonial law, two of which are not binding. In accordance with the two non-binding laws, I may even marry a slave. Because of this law, I do not have a permanent wife, but a legally permitted concubine. And I remain single, and I can take a wife at any time who is in accordance with my station in life.

  “The difference in the two non-binding laws, in this instance, merely consists of the fact that I may take a concubine without the slightest obligation to ever make her my lawful wife.

  “In the second case, I can also take the daughter of a house who is at my station in life in an arrangement with her parents, with the stipulation that I will make her my legal wife, provided she bears me one to three living children of which at least one is male.

  “The binding law only takes effect in the third case, when, in accordance with this law, I am firmly united with a rightful wife in front of Hymen’s altar by a priest, who was chosen for this purpose. Then I am no longer single and only then am I married.

  “Therefore, in accordance with the laws, as they are now in effect, neither a marriage (nuptias capere) nor an examinational kind (patrimonium facere) abolishes the status of being single, and only a real marriage (uxorem ducere) performed by a priest puts a person into the category of being married.

  “Under these laws, we can enter into nuptias capere, patrimonium facere, and uxorem ducere, only the latter of which will relieve one of his single status.

  “As you can see, that is why I am all the more a single man, since I cannot produce any children with a concubine because according to our laws, children with a concubine have no right to the father, unless the father adopts them with the emperor’s permission.

  “Now you know everything there is to know, and I am asking you to acquaint me more with the history of this girl because I have made a decision to marry her in the proper way as soon as possible.”

  Whereupon Joseph said to Cyrenius, “If that is so, then I shall inform and prepare the girl first, so that she is not too taken aback by such a proposal; otherwise, it might even kill her!”




   Chapter 101

 Tullia Meets Cyrenius. A Wonderful Discovery.

 Tullia, the Cousin of Cyrenius.

  December 23, 1843

  Joseph approached the girl who was still occupied with the Child Jesus and he tugged at her sleeve and said, “Listen, my beloved daughter, have you not noticed who is here in our midst? Look up and you will see who it is.”

  The girl came out of her state of blissfulness, and she saw the bright, shining Cyrenius. His appearance startled her greatly and frightened she asked, “O my dear father Joseph, who is this brightly shining man? What is he doing here? Where did he come from?”

  Joseph replied, “Do not be frightened, my daughter Tullia! Behold, that is the extremely good Cyrenius, a brother of the emperor and the governor of Asia and parts of Africa.

  “He is the one who will bring your affairs in Rome in good order because at first sight, you have become quite dear to him.

  “Now go to him and ask to be heard; recount your entire life story and be assured that you will not be speaking to deaf ears.”

  The girl replied, “O my dear father! I do not think I can do what you ask because I know that such a lord investigates matters like mine most severely, and if he finds the slightest detail in my story which cannot be proven, he will threaten me immediately with death.

  “That happened to me once before in my poverty, when such a lord began to interrogate me from whence I came. And when I faithfully told him everything, he demanded that I provide solid proof. Since I could not, because I was orphaned and living in complete poverty, he ordered me never to divulge what I had told him to anyone. And he threatened me with death if I ever spoke about myself to anyone else.

  “Therefore, I am begging you, do not betray me; otherwise, I am lost for certain.”

  Cyrenius, who had overheard what she and Joseph had been whispering, approached Tullia and he said to her, “O Tullia! Do not be afraid of the one who will do everything within his power to make you as happy as possible.

  “Tell me nothing more than the name of your father, should you still remember it, for that is all I need to know. Do not be afraid of anything, even though you might not remember your father’s name. You will be just as dear to me because you are the daughter of my best friend.”

  This gave Tullia more courage, and she said to Cyrenius, “Truly, if your gentle eyes deceive me then the entire world is a lie. Therefore, I shall tell you the name of my dear good father.

  “His name was Victor Aurelius Dexter Latii. And since you are the emperor’s brother his name must be familiar to you.”

  When Cyrenius heard the name, he was visibly moved and he said in a broken voice, “O Tullia, he was my mother’s brother. Yes, yes, I remember that he had with his lawfully wedded wife a daughter that was born blind, whom he loved more than anything in the world.

  “I often envied his good fortune, which was actually a misfortune. But the blind Tullia was worth more to him than the entire world.

  “Yes, I was much in love with Tullia when she was hardly four or five years of age, and I swore to myself that this girl and no other shall someday become my lawful wife.

  “O God! Now I find her, the heavenly Tullia, here in the house of my heavenly, divine friend! O God, O God! That is too much of a reward all at once for a weak mortal and for the little I have done — I am nothing before You, O Lord!”

  Here Cyrenius, who had become weak, collapsed in a chair.




   Chapter 102

 Cyrenius asks for Tullia’s Hand in Marriage.

 Tullia tests Cyrenius.

 The Gospel of Marriage.

  December 27, 1843

  After Cyrenius had recovered, he continued his conversation with Tullia: “Tul-lia! If I asked you from the bottom of my heart, would you give me your hand in marriage and become my lawful wife?”

  Tullia replied, “What would you do if I refused?”

  Cyrenius replied somewhat excited, but always with the best of intentions in his heart, “Then I would sacrifice my heart to the One whom you hold in your arms, and I would leave sadly.”

  Tullia continued to ask Cyrenius, “What would you do if I ask the One who is in my arms for advice of what to do and if He advised me not to accept your proposal and to remain faithful to the house that welcomed me in such a friendly manner?”

  Cyrenius was taken aback by this question and he replied, somewhat embarrassed, “In that case, my magnificent Tullia, I would have to unquestionably refrain from my demands.

  “A mortal can never oppose the will of the One whom all the elements obey.

  “Oh, ask the Child immediately so that I can find out as soon as possible where I stand.”

  The Child immediately sat up and said, “I am not the Lord of all that which is of the world; therefore, as far as I am concerned you can freely do everything that is worldly.

  “If you, however, have found true love for each other in your hearts, then this love should not be broken. Because for Me there exists no law of marriage other than the one which is written in glowing letters in your hearts.

  “If you have recognized each other in accordance with this living law, and you become united at first sight, then you shall never separate again if you do not want to commit a sin before Me.

  “I do not recognize any worldly bonds of marriage. I recognize only bonds of the heart. Whoever breaks this bond is truly an adulterer before Me.

  “And you, My dear Cyrenius, if you have set your heart on this daughter completely, you shall never turn your heart away from her.

  “And you, daughter, at first sight you were already burning in your heart for Cyrenius; therefore, you are already his wife as far as I am concerned, and you need not become his wife anymore.

  “As far as I am concerned, I do not accept external advice for or against, only the advice of your hearts is valid.

  “Remain faithful to this advice if you do not want to become actual adulterers before Me. Damned be the one who gives you advice to the contrary for worldly reasons in matters of love that originates from Me.

  “What is more important — living love that originates from within Me, or worldly reason that comes from hell?

  “But woe to that love whose basis is the world — be it damned!”

  Everyone was severely taken aback by the words of the Child, and no one dared utter another word on the subject of marriage.




   Chapter 103

 The Divine Child Explains the Living Matrimonial Law.

 The Love of Human Rationale and Love of the Heart.

 The Child joins the Two Lovers.

 Tullia’s Confession of the Divinity in the Child.

  December 28, 1843

  Since everyone was completely stunned by the words of the Child, no one dared to utter a word. Suddenly, the Child began to speak again, “Why do all of you stand around Me in such a sad state of mind? I have not done any harm to you.

  “To you, My Cyrenius, I gave what your heart was thirsting for, and I gave the same to you, dear Tullia. What more do you want?

  “Should I approve of a living adultery, while you human beings punish dead adultery with the death penalty?

  “What kind of a request would that be? Is not what occurs in life worth more than what is judged in death?

  “I think you should rejoice about this and not mourn because matters are this way.

  “Does the one who loves, love in the heart or in the head? You did not draw your matrimonial laws from the heart but only from the head.

  “Life exists only in the heart, and from the heart, it goes into all the parts of a human being; therefore, also into the head, and the head has within itself no life; instead, the head is dead.

  “But since you have already sanctioned the laws of the head with death, all of which are dead including the head, how much more fitting would it be to respect the living eternal laws of the heart.

  “Therefore, rejoice that I, as the living One among you, hold onto the laws of life, because if I did not, then long ago the eternal death would have come over all of you.

  “That is why I came into the world, so that through Me all the works and laws of death are destroyed and the ancient laws of life must take their place.

  “And since I have shown you in advance what the laws of life and death are, what harm did I do to you that you mourn because of it? And why are you afraid of Me, as if I brought you death instead of life?

  “O you fools! Within Me the ancient eternal life has come to you. Therefore, rejoice and do not be sad evermore.

  “And you, My Cyrenius, take this woman that I give you; and you Tullia, take this man, which I have led to you in all seriousness. But never ever leave each other.

  “When you are separated through the death of your physical bodies, then the surviving spouse shall be free outwardly, but your love for each other shall last forever. Amen!”

  These words of the Child Jesus surprised everyone, and Tullia said trembling from head to toe in great awe, “O people! This Child is not a human being, but the highest divinity Himself.

  “A human being cannot speak this way, only a God can. Only a God, as the fundamental life Himself, can know the laws of life and has the ability to awaken them in us.

  “Since we human beings are all dead, how can we find the laws of life and then consider them as such?

  “O You most holy Child, only now do I recognize You clearly what I only vaguely suspected earlier. You are the Lord of heaven and earth from eternity. Therefore, all my prayers and devotion shall be for You.”




   Chapter 104

 Cyrenius asks for the Child’s Blessings.

 The Child Demands that Cyrenius Relinquish Eudokia.

 Cyrenius’s Inner Battle. The Child’s Firm Will.

 Eudokia is Brought to Joseph’s House.

  December 29, 1843

  Cyrenius was quite impressed with Tullia’s eloquent words. He approached Tul-lia, who still held the Child in her arms, and he spoke to the Child, choked with great emotion, “O You are my life. You are the true God of my heart! Since You already graciously united me with this girl in marriage, I, a poor sinner, ask for Your blessings to which I shall remain faithful for the rest of my life.”

  The Child sat up and said, “Yes, My dear Cyrenius, I bless you and your wife Tullia. But in return, you must give Me the woman you were married to up to now. Because if you do not, then in My eyes you commit adultery because you loved that woman and you still do.

  “But if you hand her over to Me, and you offer her to Me completely, then you have also given Me your sin. I have come into this world to take all the sins of the people of the world upon Me and eliminate them through My love before love’s divine countenance forever. So let it be.”

  Initially, Cyrenius was slightly surprised by this request because his spouse was a ravishing Grecian slave, whom he acquired for an extremely large amount of money. He loved her because she was extremely beautiful, although he had no children with her.

  Even though this Grecian woman was already thirty years old, she was so beautiful that she was worshipped by the common heathens like a Venus.

  That is why this request was somewhat disturbing for our good Cyrenius, and he would have preferred not to deal with such a request. But the Child would not relent in this matter and insisted firmly on His demand.

  When Cyrenius realized that the Child would not relent, he said to the Child, “O my life! Behold, I have grown fond of my spouse, the beautiful Eudokia, and I shall miss her dearly.

  “Truly, if it were possible, I would rather let You have Tullia than give up the beautiful Eudokia.”

  The Child smiled at Cyrenius and said, “Do you think I am a barterer? O that I am not! Or do you think that I am a Being with whom you can haggle about a spoken word?

  “In that case, I must tell you that if you say to Me, ‘Let the entire visible heaven and visible earth pass away,’ I would listen to that before I would take back one word that I have spoken.

  “Truly, I tell you: The sun, the moon, the stars, and this earth shall pass away and become outdated like a garment and come to nothing, but My words shall never pass away.

  “That is why you must have Eudokia brought here immediately and only then shall you receive Tullia, blessed by Me. Should you refuse, Eudokia will die, and I shall never give you Tullia.

  “What you do, you must do freely because an activity that is contrived has
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