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INTRODUCTION
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Thanks for picking up this book. I sincerely hope you will enjoy reading the book as much as I have enjoyed writing it.

We all dream of winning our games fast, using excellent opening preparation, flashy tactics, and then mate our opponents. However, it rarely goes like that. Usually, the games average around 40 moves, contain enough blunders on both sides to have both you and your opponent horrified after the game. However, what I have found is that many games, even amongst the strongest players, contain errors and mistakes, some quite significant ones, as soon as the players depart the theory that is known to them. 

This book, the fourth in a series of nine, aims to take a look at some of those games, but only the ones that are of 15 moves or shorter. Of course, for a game to end within 15 moves, one of the players has to have made one or more serious mistakes. I have left out games where a player forgets to move a threatened piece, touched the wrong piece or such things. However, I have included games that include typical mistakes, even if they seem banal. 

As for the games, they are typically between players with a rating of at least 2350 and often well more than that, although I have made some exceptions when I found a game of particular interest or value; you will find several games played by players rated above 2600 in this book. Furthermore, I have included some older games, but where the players would most certainly have been rated above 2350 if rating had existed at that time. 

The openings covered in this volume are: 


●  Dutch – The Main Lines: Leningrad & Stonewall

●  Dutch – Anti-Dutch Lines

●  Benonis & Benko Gambit

●  Trompowsky Attack

●  The Anti-Indians – Torre, London, Colle & Others

●  Budapest & Fajarowicz Gambits

●  The Old Indian & minor d-pawn Specials



In opening encyclopedia terms, these openings have the Chess Informant Opening code of A40 through A99. There is a total of 135 main games, but with many more complete games in the notes.

Should you have any comments, corrections or compliments, please do not hesitate to send them to carstenchess@gmail.com
If you like to receive a weekly update with more miniatures, opening ideas, chess tactics, samples from upcoming books, discounts and much more - then sign up at www.winningquicklyatchess.com 

Good luck, and enjoy it!

Carsten Hansen

Bayonne, NJ

August 2017
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Dutch – Main Lines
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Game # 1

F.Peralta (2546) – R.Zysk (2474) A86

Athens 2006

1.d4 f5 2.c4 d6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.g3 g6 5.b4 Bg7 6.Bb2 e5 

For the uninitiated, this may look like Black just blundered a pawn, but the concept behind Black’s move reveals itself on the next couple of moves for Black.

7.dxe5 Nfd7! 8.Bg2 Nc6 

Black is now winning back the pawn without any further ado. This idea is also well-known in the King’s Indian and some d-pawn opening. In this case, however, things require a little more precision than in the other lines.

9.0–0 Ndxe5 10.Nxe5 

[image: image]

How should Black recapture on e5?

10...Nxe5 

On 10...Bxe5 White also grabs the initiative, e.g., 11.Bxe5 (11.Qd2 is also adequate) 11...dxe5 12.Qa4 e4 13.Nc3 0–0 14.Rad1 Qf6 15.Nd5 (White has a nice positional advantage but nothing decisive) 15...Qg7 16.f3 exf3?! (16...Nd4!? looks like an improvement, Black is be okay) 17.exf3 Nd8? 18.Rfe1 Ne6 19.f4 Kh8 20.b5 Bd7?! 21.Qa3 a6 22.Nxc7 Nxc7 23.Re7 Rf7 24.Rdxd7 and here Black resigned, 1–0,  Grabarczyk-Grafl, Pardubice 2003.

11.f4 

This point was the end station of Dearing-Talsma, 4NCL England 2012, and Khenkin-Deglmann, Fuerth 2002.

11...Nf3+ 

Or 11...c6 12.fxe5 Be6 13.Nd2 0–0 14.Qc2 dxe5 15.c5 and White is, of course, completely winning, Grabarczyk-Nguyen, Warsaw 2009.

12.exf3 Here Black resigned, realizing that after planned 12.exf3 Bxb2 White plays 13.Qe2+, winning the bishop.

1–0

Game # 2

J.Aagaard (2517) – D.Palo (2551) A87

Danish Team Ch 2013

1.d4 f5 2.g3 Nf6 3.Bg2 g6 4.Nf3 Bg7 5.c4 0–0 6.b4 d6 7.0–0 e5 8.dxe5 dxe5 9.Qb3 e4 

Or 9...Qe8 10.Nc3 h6 11.e4 f4 12.Bb2 c6 13.gxf4?! Nh5 14.Ne2 exf4?! (14...Nxf4 15.Nxf4 Rxf4 looks normal and better) 15.Bxg7 Nxg7 16.c5+ Kh8 17.Qc3 a5 18.bxa5 Bg4? (18...Kh7!?) 19.Rab1 with clearly better chances for White, Li R.-J.Christiansen, Doha 2015.

10.c5+ 
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How should Black best meet this check?

White has tried a few other things at this point: 

a) 10.Ng5 h6 (10...Nc6!? looks like a worthwhile improvement) 11.Rd1 Qe8 12.Nh3 g5 13.f4 g4 14.Nf2 Be6 15.Na3 a5 16.b5 Nbd7 17.Bb2 Nc5 18.Qc2 Qe7 19.e3 c6 20.Bf1 Rac8 21.Rac1 Rfd8 22.Rxd8+ Rxd8 23.bxc6 bxc6 24.Nb1 Nfd7 and draw agreed, ½–½, in Kortschnoj-Spassky, St Petersburg 1999. 

b) 10.Rd1, and now it is Black's turn to choose: 

b1) 10...Qe7 11.Nd4 Rd8 12.Bb2 c5 13.bxc5 Nc6 14.e3 Be6 15.Nd2 Bf7 16.Rac1 Ne5 17.Rb1 Qxc5 18.Ba3 Qa5 and Black has taken over the initiative, W.Schmidt-Chojnacki, Trzcianka 2016. 

b2) 10...Qxd1+!? 11.Qxd1 exf3 12.Bxf3 (12.exf3 Nfd7 13.Nc3 Bxc3 14.Rb1 Re8 is fine for Black) 12...Ne4 13.Bxe4 fxe4 14.Qd5+ Kh8 (14...Rf7! seems safest) 15.Nc3 Bxc3 16.Bh6, and now, rather than 16...Bxa1 (16...c6 17.Qxe4 Bf5 18.Qe3 Bxa1 19.Bxf8 Nd7 with playable but not entirely comfortable position for Black) 17.Bxf8 Nc6 18.b5 when White was already winning in Lyngsjo-Frisvold, Helsingor 2008, Black should have played.

b3) 10...Qe8 11.Nd4 Kh8 12.Nc3 Nc6 13.Ncb5 Nxd4 14.Nxd4 Be6 15.Bf4 Rf7 16.Rac1 h6 17.Qb2 Ng4 18.f3 with a sharp position and chances to both sides, Rausis-Capuano, Castellaneta 2000.

10...Qd5! 

After this move, White is losing, but his collapse comes sooner than anticipated.

11.Ne5? 

The choice for White would have been 11.Nd4 although after 11...Qxb3 12.axb3 Nd5 13.Rd1 Nxb4 14.e3 N8c6 he would have had a position that is lost at grandmaster level.

11...Qxb3 12.axb3 Ng4 White resigned. Losing an exchange this early on was enough for the famous author and coach to call it quits.

0–1

Game # 3

D.Genocchio (2431) – A.Bonafede (2351) A87

Italian Ch-sf (Civitanova Marche) 2012

1.d4 f5 2.Nf3 d6 3.c4 Nf6 4.g3 g6 5.b4 Bg7 6.Bb2 0–0 7.Bg2 e5 8.dxe5 Ng4 9.c5 Nxe5 

Or 9...dxc5 10.Qb3+ Kh8 11.h3 Nh6 12.bxc5 c6 13.Nbd2 Nd7 14.Bd4 Qe7 15.0–0 and White is up a pawn without the shadow of compensation for Black, Delemarre-Renner,  Germany 2002.

10.cxd6 
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How should Black continue?

10...Qxd6?? 

The text move loses, can you spot the refutation?

Black's best move is 10...Nxf3+ 11.Bxf3 Bxb2 doesn't win material on account of 12.Qb3+ Rf7 13.Qxb2 and after 13...Qxd6 14.Nc3 I prefer White because of Black's somewhat drafty king position, but objectively speaking the chances are about even. 10...cxd6 11.0–0 is slightly for White because of Black's inferior pawn structure.

11.Nxe5 Bxe5 And here Black resigned at the same time, realizing the refutation: 11...Bxe5 12.Qd5+ Be6 13.Qxe5 Qxe5 14.Bxe5.

1–0

––––––––
[image: ]


Game # 4

K.Robatsch (2440) – V.Jansa (2535) A87

Sochi 1974

1.c4 f5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.g3 g6 4.b3 Bg7 5.Bb2 0–0 6.Bg2 d6 7.d4 c6 8.0–0 Kh8 9.d5 

A key alternative for White is 9.Qc2 Be6 (or 9...Na6 10.Nbd2 Nc7 11.Rae1 d5 12.Ne5 Ne4 13.Ndf3 Be6 14.Bc1 Bg8 15.Nh4 Qe8 16.f3 and White is clearly in command of the game, Gunina-Chigaev, Jurmala 2015) 10.Nbd2 Bg8 (10...d5 11.Ne5 Nbd7 12.Nd3 Bg8 13.Nf3 Ne4 14.Nfe5 Nxe5 15.Nxe5 Qd6 16.Rac1 Rad8 17.Rfd1 with a typical advantage for White, Stohl-Hort,  Prague 1996) 11.e4 f4 12.e5 Ng4 13.exd6 exd6 14.Ba3 fxg3 15.hxg3 Na6 16.Ne4 d5 17.Bxf8 Qxf8 was played in Dreev-Chigaev, Rostov on Don 2014, and now 18.cxd5 Bxd5 19.Rae1 Nc7 20.Neg5 would have left White with a clear advantage.

9...Qa5 10.Nc3 

[image: image]

Can Black now win material with 10...Nxd5?

10...Nxd5?? 

Black should have contented himself with 10...cxd5 11.cxd5 Bd7 12.Nd4, when White is only somewhat better.

11.cxd5 Bxc3 12.Qd2! 

This move is the refutation of Black's 10th move.

12...Qxd5 13.Qxc3+ e5 14.Nxe5! Black resigned. An elegant conclusion to the game; after 14.Nxe5 Qxe5 White wins with another little queen move. 15.Qc2

1–0

Game # 5

A.Moreno (2445) – R.Espinosa Flores (2405) A87

Cuban Ch-sf (Villa Clara) 1995

1.d4 f5 2.g3 Nf6 3.Bg2 g6 4.Nf3 Bg7 5.0–0 0–0 6.c4 d6 7.Nc3 Qe8 8.d5 e5 9.dxe6 Bxe6 

9...Qxe6 10.Qb3 c6 11.e4 Nxe4 12.Nxe4 fxe4 13.Ng5 Qe7 14.Nxe4 Na6 15.Bg5 Qe5 16.Rae1 (My computer suggest the following line: 16.Bf4 Qxb2 17.Qxb2 Bxb2 18.Rad1 Be5 19.Bh6 Rd8 20.Bg5 Re8 21.f4 Bg7 22.Nxd6 with a clear advantage which may be true) 16...Nc5 17.Nxc5 Qxg5 and White has a small advantage as in Cu.Hansen-Afifi, Novi Sad 1990, but for example, 18.Ne4 Qe5 19.Nxd6 Qxb2 20.Qxb2 Bxb2 21.Nxc8 Raxc8 22.Rb1 Bd4 23.Rxb7 while better for White is almost impossible to win because of the strong bishop on d4 and the pressure against f2.

10.Ng5 

10.Nd4 Bc8 (Black can also consider the exchange sacrifice 10...Bxc4!?, e.g., 11.Bxb7 Nbd7 12.Bxa8 Qxa8 13.Qa4 Nb6 14.Qc2 c5 15.Nf3 (with the committal 15.Ndb5!? d5 16.Nd6 Ba6 17.a4 Qc6 18.Ncb5 White can better control Black's activity) 15...d5 16.Bf4 d4 17.Na4 was played in Khismatullin-Khader, Abu Dhabi 2007, and here 17...Qe4! would have promised Black a good game) 11.Nd5 Na6 12.Nxf6+ Rxf6 13.Nb5 Rf8 14.Rb1 Qe7 15.b4 Rd8 16.Bb2 Bxb2 17.Rxb2 c6 18.Nc3 Qe5 19.Qd2 with a pleasant position plus for White, Cyborowski-Plat, Pardubice 2016. 10.Nd5

10...Nc6?? 

A horrendous blunder that I cannot understand can be made by such a strong player.

Instead 10...c6 11.Bf4 (11.Qb3!? is also good) 11...h6 12.Nxe6 Qxe6 13.Qb3 Rf7 14.Rad1 Bf8 15.e4 fxe4 16.Rfe1 g5 

[image: image]

How should White best continue?

17.Bxe4!? (The best continuation for White is 17.Nxe4 gxf4 (17...Nxe4 18.Bxe4 Qf6 19.Be3 and White has an overwhelming position, for instance, 19...Bg7 20.Bd4 Qd8 21.Bxg7 Kxg7 22.Qc3+ Qf6 23.Rxd6 Qxc3 24.Rg6+ Kf8 25.bxc3 Nd7 26.Rxh6 with a position that should be easily won by White) 18.Nxd6 Qd7 19.Nxf7 Qxf7 20.Bh3! and Black is completely busted) 17...Nxe4 18.Nxe4 Qf5 19.Bxd6 and White has a winning position, Schirm-Heidrich,  Germany 1995. 10...Bc8 11.Qb3 c6 12.Bf4 h6 13.Nf3 Qe7 14.Rad1 Rd8 15.Qa3 Bf8 16.Rfe1 g5 (16...Na6!? 17.Nd4 is better for white as well but to a lesser degree than the game continuation) 17.Bc1 and White's pieces are wonderfully placed while Black's position leaves a lot to be desired, Lingnau-Mittelstaedt, Senden 2003.

11.Nxe6 Qxe6 12.Bd5 Black resigned.

1–0

Game # 6

P.Brodowski (2364) – T.Warakomski (2493) A88

Mielno 2007

1.d4 g6 2.Nf3 Bg7 3.g3 d6 4.Bg2 f5 5.0–0 Nf6 6.c4 0–0 7.Nc3 c6 8.Rb1 Nbd7 9.Ng5 

A alternative for White is 9.d5, and now: 

9...cxd5 10.Nxd5 (10.cxd5 Nc5 11.Be3 Bd7 12.Bd4 a5 13.e3 Rc8 14.h4 h6 15.Rc1 Qb6 16.Nd2 Qa6 17.Re1 b5 18.Ne2 Nd3 and draw agreed, ½–½, in Miton-Malaniuk, Trzcianka 2012, although Black has a comfortable position) 10...e6 11.Nxf6+ Nxf6 12.b3 Qc7 13.Nd4 Bd7 14.Bb2 Rad8 15.e3 e5 16.Nb5 Bxb5 17.cxb5 and White is at best marginally better, Maletin-Malaniuk, Olginka 2011. 

9...c5 10.b3 Rb8 11.Bb2 a6 12.e4 Nxe4 13.Nxe4 fxe4 14.Ng5 Nf6 15.Nxe4 Bf5 16.Qe2 b5 17.Nxf6+ Bxf6 with chances to both sides, Brunner-Laznicka,  Skopje 2015.

9...Nb6 10.Qb3 c5? 

[image: image]

How should White best continue?

10...h6 11.Nh3 (11.c5+!? d5 12.Nf3 Nbd7 13.Qc2 is probably a better try for White) 11...Be6 12.d5 Bf7 13.Be3 Qc7 14.Bd4 e5 15.dxe6 Bxe6 16.Nf4 Bxc4 17.Bxb6 Qf7 18.Qb4 axb6 and Black has taken the initiative in the game, Pap-Laznicka, Pardubice 2015.

11.dxc5 dxc5 12.Rd1 Qc7 

Or 12...Bd7 13.a4! (This is even stronger than 13.Ne6, which is also good but leaves Black with the pretense of counterplay after 13...Bxe6 14.Rxd8 Rfxd8 but White is still much better) 13...Qb8 14.a5 h6 15.axb6 hxg5 16.Bxg5 and Black is completely busted.

13.Nb5 Qb8 14.Bf4! e5 15.Be3 Black resigned as his position now falls apart, for instance, 15.Be3 Nfd7 16.Ne6 f4 17.Nxf8 Bxf8 (17...fxe3 18.Ne6 exf2+ 19.Kxf2 Bf6 20.Nbc7 is obviously terrible for Black) 18.gxf4 exf4 19.Bd2 a6 20.Nc3 Bd6 21.Ne4 and Black can resign in conscience.

1–0

Game # 7

U.Boensch (2365) – V.Vaisman (2485) A88

Halle 1976

1.Nf3 d6 2.d4 f5 3.g3 Nf6 4.Bg2 g6 5.0–0 Bg7 6.c4 0–0 7.Nc3 c6 8.b3 Nh5 9.Bb2 f4 

Or 9...Na6 10.d5 e5 11.dxe6 Bxe6 12.Nd4 Bd7 13.e3 Qe7 14.Qd2 Rad8 15.Rad1 Nf6 16.Nde2, with what I call a tiny Leningrad plus for White, based on the somewhat inferior pawn structure Black has in the Leningrad Dutch, Chuchelov-Kalinitschew, Porz 1992.

10.d5 

Also 10.e3 fxg3 11.fxg3 Na6 12.Qd2 Bg4 13.e4 Qd7 14.Rae1 Nc7 15.Nd1 Bh3 16.Bxh3 Qxh3 17.Nf2 Qd7 18.Nd3 leads to a position that is a little better for White, Weglarz-Danielsen, Germany 2000.

10...c5 11.Ng5 

11.Qd2!? can also be considered.

11...fxg3 12.fxg3 Bd4+ 13.Kh1 e5?! 

This move turns out to be less than accurate although it is very tempting for tactical reasons. However, tactical reasons are exactly why it turns out less good.

14.Rxf8+?! 

White could have played 14.dxe6!! Qxg5 15.Rxf8+ Kxf8 16.Qf1+ Qf5 17.Bh3 Qxf1+ 18.Rxf1+ Nf6 19.e3 Be5 20.e7+, winning back the piece with much better chances. However, that sequence is not easy to spot for human eyes.

14...Qxf8 

[image: image]

How should White best continue, 15.Qd2, or 15.Qd3?

15.Qd2?? 

White should have played 15.Qd3 and if 15...Qe7 then 16.Ne6! promises White the somewhat better chances.

15...Nxg3+! White resigned.

0–1

Game # 8

D.Berry (2280) – L.Evans (2540) A88

Lone Pine 1976

1.Nf3 g6 2.c4 Bg7 3.Nc3 f5 4.d4 Nf6 5.g3 0–0 6.Bg2 d6 7.0–0 c6 8.Re1 Nh5 9.h3 e5 10.e4 

White should possibly give preference to 10.dxe5, e.g., 10...dxe5 11.Qxd8 Rxd8 12.e4 Re8 13.b3 f4 14.g4 Nf6 15.Ba3 Be6 16.Rad1 Nbd7 as played in Martinovic-Aabling Thomsen, Novi Sad 2016, and now 17.g5 Nh5 18.Na4 would have left White with the better chances.

10...f4?! 

It looks normal, but it is, in fact, a little too optimistic.

Instead 10...exd4 11.Nxd4 f4 would have been somewhat better, for



































































































































d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/image071.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
CATASTROPHES
& TACTICS IN THE
CHESS OPENING

Volume 4: Dutch,
Benonis & d-pawn Specials

CARSTEN HANSEN





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image134.png





d2d_images/image077.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image138.png





d2d_images/image084.png





d2d_images/image023.png





d2d_images/image123.png
2019
CarstenChess





d2d_images/image005.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





d2d_images/image106.png





d2d_images/image129.png





