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        “This is as fun a novel as it is moving and at times heart-breaking, never the more so when the final page comes and readers are only left wanting more.”

        CYNTHIA CHOW, KING’S RIVER LIFE MAGAZINE ON THE CUPID CAPER
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        “Another great mystery by Larissa Reinhart. Con artists, murder, a cast of sinister characters, and some laughs along the way. Loved it.”

        TERRI L. AUSTIN, AUTHOR OF THE ROSE STRICKLAND MYSTERIES ON THE CUPID CAPER
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        "Maizie Albright tries to keep it cool when her hot mess of a family and old friend get pulled into this cozy mystery. Fun characters, a perfect setting, and a mystery that will keep you guessing until the end, this book truly has it all!"

        SHANNON VANBERGEN, USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR ON 20 CARATS
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        "This was so much fun. The story is fast paced and balances suspense and humor perfectly. "This was so much fun. The story is fast paced and balances suspense and humor perfectly. Fans of humorous mysteries like Janet Evanovich’s Stephanie Plum, and Elle Cosimano’s Finlay Donovan should pick up this series. We all need some fun in our reading lives!"

        ST. LOUIS LIBRARIAN SARAH, SARAH CAN'T STOP READING
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        “I love the characters in this series, they're what keeps me coming back. If you're looking for a fun series that will keep you turning the pages, you've found it here.”

        SAMANTHA, COZY TEA COTTAGE ON 181/2 DISGUISES
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        “I highly recommend this series and definitely start with Book 1 you won't be sorry!!! Well written characters and a great mystery. I cannot wait to see what happens next!”

        MISS W BOOK REVIEWS ON 18 1/2 DISGUISES
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        “The perfect combination of mystery, romance, and laughs.”

        DEVILISHLY DELICIOUS BOOK REVIEWS ON 18 CALIBER
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        "18 Caliber was my first Maizie Albright Star Detective Mystery--I'm hoping it won't be my last. This was a fun read--a fast-paced caper that kept me entertained until the end."

        TERRY AMBROSE, AUTHOR OF THE SEASIDE COVE MYSTERIES ON 18 CALIBER
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        “The mystery and detective cases drive the story, but Larissa Reinhart’s characters steal the show every time.”

        THE GIRL WITH BOOK LUNGS ON NC-17
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        “NC-17 is simply fabulous. Fans of cozy mysteries, southern chick lit, hick lit, crime capers, and humorous mysteries will love it.”

        JANE READS ON NC-17
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        “If you love southern settings with plenty of sweet tea and eccentric characters, the meet up of these two heroines is epic.”

        — BARB TAUB, HUMOR WRITER AND AUTHOR OF THE NULL CITY SERIES ON A VIEW TO A CHILL
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        “Maizie’s missteps make each of her successes an absolute joy, and I encourage readers to delve into this lively, funny, and genuinely satisfying series.”

        CYNTHIA CHOW,  KINGS RIVER LIFE MAGAZINE ON 16 MILLIMETERS
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        “With visually descriptive narrative, humorous quips, witty repartee and a quirky cast of characters, this was a such a fun book to read.”

        DRU ANN LOVE, DRU’S BOOK MUSING ON 16 MILLIMETERS
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        “Larissa writes a delightful book. Suspense, romance, and some funny situations. [Maizie’s] a teen star grown up to new possibilities.”

        SHARON SALITURO, FRESH FICTION ON 15 MINUTES
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        “I love Larissa Reinhart’s books because they are funny but they also show the big heart of the protagonist.”

        LYNN FARRIS, HOT MYSTERY REVIEW ON 15 MINUTES

      

      

      

      
        
        
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        "Hollywood glitz meets backwoods grit in this fast-paced ride on D-list celeb Maizie Albright's waning star. Sassy, sexy, and fun, 15 Minutes is hours of enjoyment—and a wonderful start to a fun new series from the charmingly Southern-fried Reinhart."

        PHOEBE FOX, AUTHOR OF THE BREAKUP DOCTOR SERIES ON 15 MINUTES
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        "Maizie Albright is the kind of fresh, fun, and feisty ‘star detective’ I love spending time with, a kind of Nancy Drew meets Lucy Ricardo. Move over, Janet Evanovich. Reinhart is my new "star mystery writer!"

        PENNY WARNER, AUTHOR OF DEATH OF A CHOCOLATE CHEATER AND THE CODE BUSTERS CLUB ON 15 MINUTES
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        "Child star and hilarious hot mess Maizie Albright trades Hollywood for the backwoods of Georgia and pure delight ensues. Maizie's my new favorite escape from reality."

        — GRETCHEN ARCHER, USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF THE DAVIS WAY CRIME CAPER SERIES ON 15 MINUTES
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        "Anytime artist Cherry Tucker has what she calls a Matlock moment, can investigating a murder be far behind? A Composition in Murder is a rollicking good time."

        TERRIE FARLEY MORAN, AGATHA AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR OF READ TO DEATH ON A COMPOSITION IN MURDER

      

      

      

      
        
        
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        "This is a winning series that continues to grow stronger and never fails to entertain with laughs, a little snark, and a ton of heart."

        KINGS RIVER LIFE MAGAZINE ON A COMPOSITION IN MURDER

      

      

      

      
        
        
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        "Cherry Tucker is a strong, sassy, Southern sleuth who keeps you on the edge of your seat."

        TONYA KAPPES, USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR ON THE BODY IN THE LANDSCAPE
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        "Because of Cherry's experiences, she knows that—Super Swine notwithstanding—man has always been the most dangerous game, making her the perfect protagonist for this giggle-inducing, down-home fun."

        BETTY WEBB, MYSTERY SCENE MAGAZINE ON THE BODY IN THE LANDSCAPE
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        "The perfect blend of funny, intriguing, and sexy! Another must-read masterpiece from the hilarious Cherry Tucker Mystery Series."

        – ANN CHARLES, USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF THE DEADWOOD AND JACKRABBIT JUNCTION MYSTERY SERIES ON DEATH IN PERSPECTIVE
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        "Artist and accidental detective Cherry Tucker goes back to high school and finds plenty of trouble and skeletons...Reinhart's charming, sweet-tea flavored series keeps getting better!"

        GRETCHEN ARCHER, USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF THE DAVIS WAY CRIME CAPER SERIES ON DEATH IN PERSPECTIVE
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        "Like front-porch lemonade, Reinhart's cast of characters offer a perfect balance of tart and sweet."

        SOPHIE LITTLEFIELD, BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF A BAD DAY FOR SORRY ON HIJACK IN ABSTRACT
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        "Reinhart manages to braid a complicated plot into a tight and funny tale. The reader grows to love Cherry and her quirky worldview, her sometimes misguided judgment, and the eccentric characters that populate the country of Halo, Georgia. Cozy fans will love this latest Cherry Tucker mystery."

        MARY MARKS, NEW YORK JOURNAL OF BOOKS ON HIJACK IN ABSTRACT
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        "Reinhart's country-fried mystery is as much fun as a ride on the tilt-a-whirl at a state fair. Readers who like a little small-town charm with their mysteries will enjoy Reinhart's series."

        DENISE SWANSON, NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF THE SCUMBLE RIVER MYSTERIES ON STILL LIFE IN BRUNSWICK STEW
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        "This mystery keeps you laughing and guessing from the first page to the last. A whole-hearted five stars."

        DENISE GROVER SWANK, NEW YORK TIMES AND USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR ON STILL LIFE IN BRUNSWICK STEW
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        "Portrait of a Dead Guy is an entertaining mystery full of quirky characters and solid plotting...Highly recommended for anyone who likes their mysteries strong and their mint juleps stronger!"

        – JENNIE BENTLEY, NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF FLIPPED OUT ON PORTRAIT OF A DEAD GUY
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        "Reinhart is a truly talented author and this book was one of the best cozy mysteries we reviewed this year."

        – MYSTERY TRIBUNE ON PORTRAIT OF A DEAD GUY
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        "It takes a rare talent to successfully portray a beer-and-hormone-addled artist as a sympathetic and worthy heroine, but Reinhart pulls it off with tongue-in-cheek panache. Cherry is a lovable riot, whether drooling over the town's hunky males, defending her dysfunctional family's honor, or snooping around murder scenes."

        — MYSTERY SCENE MAGAZINE ON PORTRAIT OF A DEAD GUY
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      THE PIG’N A POKE

      A Finley Goodhart Crime Caper prequel

      When a winter storm traps ex-con Finley at the Pig'N a Poke roadhouse, she finds her criminal past useful in solving a murder.

      

      Free for my VIP Readers!

      

      Tap this link — https://www.larissareinhart.com/larissasreaders — to join Larissa’s email group where she shares exclusive content, news, and giveaways and receive The Pig’N A Poke as a gift. Note: Larissa will not share your email address and you can unsubscribe at any time.
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        I miss trying to make you laugh

        For Ritter

        I miss trying to make you laugh, too.

        Writing has been very lonely without the two of you.
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      When my phone trilled “I’m Too Sexy,” I took my time deciding whether to answer. Hoping that long hesitation would make the decision for me. I was on a stakeout, sitting in the cab of a truck, and there wasn’t much happening, but there was always a chance something would soon. In my experience — and with my luck — that chance generally occurred when I was distracted.

      It’s amazing how many subjects do something during a quick run to a McDonald’s for a tee-tee break.

      Okay, fine. And a quick fry and pie order. I’m not the kind of person to use a bathroom without ordering something. And sitting in a vehicle watching a motel or whatever makes a person hungry. Plus, in my old career, I wasn’t allowed within fifty feet of a McDonald’s. Literally. It was in my contracts. Written by my ex-manager and still-mother, Vicki Albright. She knew I had a weakness for fries and pies. Any kind of non-saturated fat, really. 

      I was Maizie Albright—child actress and teen celebrity—before I became Maizie Albright, apprentice PI. Fries and pies were a big no-no then. Still should be. My eyes were still sea glass-green. My hair, still ginger. But my curves no longer fit into the teen detective cheer skirt. 

      But that’s what leggings are for, right?

      Anyway, I knew by the ringer who had called without even checking. Giulio Belloni. My ex-costar from my post-teen reality show, All Is Albright. Also, my ex-fiancé. But not an ex-friend. Even though he dumped me when I quit All Is Albright. Then gotten engaged to Vicki — the aforementioned ex-manager and still-mother — to advance his career. 

      She’d done it to advance the ratings. 

      But still. Ew, right? 

      They’d both moved on relationship-wise and career-wise (or both in Giulio’s case since he’d gotten engaged again in a Bachelorette-style spin-off). All’s well that ends well and all that, but Giulio wasn’t my favorite person at the moment. He also wasn’t Wyatt Nash’s favorite person. Ever. And Wyatt Nash had joined me on the stakeout. For fun. Another reason not to pick up the phone. 

      Nash was a real PI. He was also my real… 

      I can’t call a man who looks like he could double for Dwayne Johnson a boyfriend. There’s nothing boyish about him. And he wasn’t my fiancé. Not yet, anyway. (Fingers crossed!) 

      “Are you going to answer that?” said Nash without taking his eyes off the storage unit across the street. 

      “I’m letting it roll over to voicemail,” I said. “It’s just Giulio.”

      “What’s Baloney want?”

      As I said, Giulio Belloni wasn’t Nash’s favorite person. “I’m not sure. I haven’t heard from him in weeks.” Immediately I felt guilty. “I should call him back.”

      Nash glanced at me. “Why didn’t you just answer?”

      “I didn’t want to talk to him.”

      “Then don’t.”

      Life was that simple for Nash. Life was not that simple for me. I’d rather avoid personal and professional dilemmas. That was something my therapist, Renata, and I had been working on. Before I left California and moved home to Georgia. Technically, Renata wasn’t my therapist anymore. But we still had therapy sessions in my head. 

      Which also sounds better in my head and not aloud, so never mind.

      “I haven’t spoken to Giulio in a long time. Not since he got engaged to…” I shifted in the cab seat. “I can’t even remember her name. That’s how bad a friend I’ve been.”

      “Or it’s because he’s been engaged so many times, you’ve lost track.” Nash rolled his eyes. “Why should you feel bad? He could call you.”

      “He just did.”

      And according to “I’m Too Sexy” playing from my backpack, Giulio was calling again. This time I answered. 

      “Darling.” Giulio took a long moment to greet me with mock kisses over the phone. Giulio had been a soap star in Italy before getting the dream role as Maizie Albright’s fiancé and taking the American reality TV world by storm. He still greeted like an Italian telenovele star, though. “You never call me anymore.”

      “I could say the same,” I said, taking a page from Nash.

      “So busy, darling.” His shrug projected through the phone line. “But I am calling you now. I tried just a moment ago. You were busy, too, yes?”

      “I’m on a stakeout.”

      “How exciting, darling. I’d love to join you on a stakeout. I can picture it now. We sit in a Ferrari beneath the single streetlight on a dark street.”

      “That’s a very bad idea for a stakeout,” I said. “Ferraris tend to stand out. And the streetlight will shine a spotlight on what we’re doing.”

      Nash raised an eyebrow, gave a humph of disgust, and turned his attention back to the storage units.

      “Okay, okay. Alfa Romeo,” continued Giulio. “I peer through the binoculare. You are curled up beside me, the camera with the long lens in your hand. However, your eyes are not on the subject. They are on me. I am thinking about catching our suspect. But you are thinking about⁠—”

      “Why did you call?” With Giulio, it was best to get to the point. His imagination tended toward a singular topic. Which made him a terrific soap star. And reality star, for that matter.

      “Sorry, darling. It is terrible. I can’t believe it. And to think, me? How could they?” He paused. “Don’t you think?”

      “I have no idea what you’re talking about.”

      “My arrest, darling. You haven’t heard? I would’ve called you to bail me out, but I know you are so poor now.” He paused. “It’s like I’m back in the sceneggiati, no? The lover framed for the crime he didn’t commit. The passione of jealousy. Or maybe greed. Perhaps wrath.”

      “What arrest?” I said before Giulio listed more motives for his personal soap opera plot.

      He sighed. “They accuse me of burglary.”

      “Wait. What?” Giulio was a lot of things, but not a thief. “What did they think you stole?”

      Nash looked over.

      “I don’t even know. Some trinket. A gold jewelry box. What do I want with a jewelry box?”

      “That is weird.”

      “It’s not even blue, darling. And it’s old. You know I am not into the vintage.” 

      “Not blue? What do you mean?”

      “They say it’s from Tiffany’s. I always get the blue box when I buy from Tiffany’s. The women like Tiffany Blue, no? And gold?” He scoffed. “It’s the sterling silver the women want. And diamonds.”

      At “diamonds,” he sighed with all the Latin ennui he could muster. “These women, Maizie, will make me broke with all their want of diamonds. You were good that way, my dear. I could get by with a nice dinner. Bribe you with the dessert, eh?” He laughed, but there wasn’t any genuine mirth to it.

      I cocked my head, ignoring his bluster. I knew of a vintage Tiffany’s box. 20-carat gold. Cedar-lined. It wasn’t stolen, but some treachery had been involved in purchasing that box. 

      “More importantly,” I said. “Why do the police accuse you of stealing this jewelry box?”

      Nash’s Paul Newman-blue eyes had narrowed and the little scar on his chin had whitened with his jaw clenching. A bloop-bleep of a car alarm sounded, but Nash’s focus remained on me. 

      “Bah, police,” Giulio began.

      “Get to the point,” I interrupted. “This is important.” 

      “Of course, it’s important,” he snapped. “It is me they are accusing of stealing. They found the gold box in my chalet.”

      My breath caught. Nash laid a comforting hand on my thigh. I placed a hand on top of his. “Did they have a warrant to search your house?” 

      “Sì, sì. But why? I let them in when they asked. What is with the paperwork?”

      Paperwork? My chest tightened and my stomach clenched. “Does this box have an inscription?”

      “I don’t know. I tell you, I didn’t take this box. I don’t even know this box. It is all ridicolo…” 

      I put the phone on speaker and laid it in my lap to wait out the litany of Latin obscenities. Giulio would need a minute, which I used for relating his story to Nash. “This is bad. They had a warrant to search his house. The jewelry box must have been reported stolen and someone pointed the police toward Giulio.”

      Nash grimaced. “Did it have jewelry in it?”

      “He didn’t say. But if it’s the box I’m thinking of, it doesn’t need jewelry. It’s valuable.”

      “Stealing an empty jewelry box does seem odd, even for Giulio.”  

      “The only thing Giulio ever steals is the spotlight.” 

      “If I stole the spotlight from you, I am sorry, but I can’t help it if the camera loves me. You know this,” said Giulio. “Now please go to your polizia friend and tell him I’m innocent. If you must seduce the policeman to convince him, so be it. Whatever must be done for justice, no?”

      Seeing the look on Nash’s face, I regretted putting Giulio on speakerphone. “I’m happy to talk to Detective Mowry and learn what I can. But before I go, Giulio, do you know whose box it was? Who accused you?”

      “No! Why do I have the enemy? Who would want to hurt Giulio?”

      I imagined a lot of broken hearts lay between Georgia and Italy via California. Some of these women might want to hurt Giulio. But I had more than an inkling I knew the owner of the box. If I was right, falsely accusing Giulio didn’t make sense. There had to be some kind of miscommunication. 

      “I’m sure we’ll get this cleared up for you. Don’t worry. As long as you didn’t do anything wrong…”

      “Certo che no! I swear to you, Maizie, I have never seen this box before. I have been framed, I tell you. This horrible box was planted in the chalet by my enemy.”

      “And when was the last time you spoke to Vicki?”
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      “This doesn’t make any sense,” I said to Nash. 

      While I’d tried (and failed) to get more information from Giulio, Nash had turned back to watch the storage unit. More of nothing continued to happen there. But I now had Giulio’s arrest to entertain me. 

      “Who are you going to call first — Vicki or Mowry?” Nash’s attention remained on the building, but I felt him checking me from the corner of his eye.

      “I know how to confirm if the jewelry box is Vicki’s by the description, so Ian’s probably best.” Black Pine police detective Ian Mowry was our go-to for help with local crime.

      “Good. Better to have your facts in order before attempting a conversation with Vicki.”

      That was true, but I sighed anyway. In the past, Vicki had made some ethically questionable decisions. Mainly to advance my career (and hers through mine). But there was always an end to her means. Accusing Giulio of stealing her vintage Tiffany’s jewelry box? I couldn’t see the point.

      “I’m sure you’re right about this being some kind of miscommunication.” Nash patted my shoulder. Awkwardly. He wasn’t much of a patter, but he meant well. “A miscommunication that landed Vicki’s expensive box in Giulio’s bachelor pad.”

      “Maybe Vicki left it there when they were pretend-dating.”

      “Wasn’t Giulio still at the resort during that charade? I thought he just moved to the mountain recently.”

      “The movers could have
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