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1. Foreword
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America's Great Wall To Contain China: Are Australia, UK, Canada, Japan And South Korea American Allies Or Vassals? Can Peace Be Maintained This Way?

America is facing serious challenge to its global hegemony from two other superpowers, Russia and China.

Against Russia, USA has the world's most powerful military alliance of NATO firmly in its hands.

This is exemplified by USA's proxy war with Russia in Ukraine from February 2022 where USA has got almost all NATO countries in to support Ukraine in its war with Russia.

Significantly, NATO includes almost all European countries, USA, Canada and others.

But, what about USA's flight against China?

Has USA built a great wall to contain China?

What allies and vassals can USA count on to contain China?
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2. Anti-China American Allies Or Vassals
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Against China, seen as USA's biggest long-term threat, USA cannot use NATO, but has marshaled 5 countries in the Indo-Pacific as well as UK to contain and impede the progress of China. These countries are Australia, UK, Canada, Japan, South Korea, or AUCJASK.

These are allies of USA. But they also can be considered nominally USA's vassals because of their extraordinary reliance on US support and US goodwill, and their subservience to US interest and politics.
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3. Other Alliances Of USA Against China
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USA's vassal alliance against China is in addition to the grouping of quad, which has Japan, India, Australia and USA in a strategic grouping in Indo-Pacific.

And USA has also set up the AUKUS nuclear submarine deal involving Australia, UK and USA to project maritime power towards China.

It is therefore useful and pertinent to consider how these nations are influenced and corralled by USA to contain China.
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4. Australia
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Historically, Australia has swung from a white Australia, to Australia in Asia, to US deputy in Asia, to PM Turnbull's against foreign influence law of 2018 against the "bully" China, to Morrison's petty squabbles with China, to becoming a quad member to surround China, to the AUKUS nuclear submarine deal to expand maritime power around China, to Albanese's reengaging China policy and his drive to secure pacific islands as Australia's backyard.

Significantly, Australia hosts about 3,000 US troops in Australian military bases to enhance defense cooperation and military training.
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5. Australia-Bullying And Threat From China?
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In 2020, Australia's former PM Malcolm Turnbull rebuked Australian business chiefs and academics for criticizing the Australian government over the state of the relationship with Beijing, saying such reactions would only “encourage more bullying from China”. This was his attempt to lockstep with USA in its anti-China stance. In particular, he was referring to University of Sydney vice-chancellor, Michael Spence, who in 2018, accused the Turnbull government of “Sinophobic blatherings” and of not fostering a welcoming environment for Chinese students.

Relations between Australia and China have been strained since the Morrison government began canvassing support in mid-April 2020 for an international inquiry into the COVID pandemic outbreak.

Beijing sees the inquiry call as part of US-led propaganda against China.

And Scot Morrison, in his last speech in February 2024 as Australian PM, warned that China remained a threat to Australian sovereignty.
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6. Dubious Rudd
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Rudd, a former Australian Labor PM, who is fluent in Chinese with a 1980 degree in Chinese language and history from Australia's ANU, and a 2020 PhD thesis on Chinese president Xi from Oxford University, was surprisingly anti-China despite his background.

It only shows that fluency in Chinese does not equate to understanding China, more like it could become an arrogance that there's nothing more to learn about China.

Rudd literally proposed the West ganging up on China when he said in May 2021 that "If you are going to have a disagreement with Beijing, as many governments around the world are now doing, it's far better to arrive at that position conjointly with other countries rather than unilaterally, because it makes it easier for China to exert bilateral leverage against you,"

His arrogance also showed when in 2020, on social media, he fiercely criticized Trump, the US ex president, including calling him a "traitor to the West" and the "most destructive president in history."

But, in 2024, as Australian ambassador to USA under the new labour government of Albanese, he swiftly deleted those comments.

That's Australian politics at its best!

Rudd now says if China wanted a reset with Australia he "could not think of a dumber thing for China to do" than doing the Solomon Islands security deal.

It was also Kevin Rudd who coined the phrase  “decade of living dangerously”. He used this in his book “The Avoidable War: The Dangers of a Catastrophic Conflict Between the US and Xi Jinping’s China”. Note how he imply Chinese dictatorship in his book title.

Somehow, he seems to be obsessed with the Chinese president as evidenced in both his PhD thesis and his new book.

However, Rudd did make a cogent argument in his book that any form of war involving China and the United States is likely to be devastatingly costly. It would also risk cascading consequences that could dangerously transform the world we live in.

Avoiding conflict with China, he argues, will not be easy. If nothing changes, "we are on a trajectory to disaster."

Rudd sets out ten scenarios for possible conflict with China. Only one of the ten ends well.

"Yet, as is the case with the looming threat of catastrophic global warming, disaster is not inevitable. War with China is very likely, but avoidable if we take the threat seriously and act now."

The path to avoiding war with China, Rudd argues, is to work to achieve a system of managed strategic competition that is mutually beneficial to both China and the US. This would present a compelling alternative to an inevitable slide to war.

But, are Australian and American politicians equal to that task?
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7. Australia's Shape-shifter Politicians
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Kevin Rudd is not the only shape-shifter Australian politician.

Peter Dutton is another one.

Peter Dutton, then Australia's defense Minister, said in November 2023 that it would be “inconceivable” that Australia would not join with the US to defend Taiwan in a future war with China. This is the most hawkish war statement that anyone could make.

Dutton in 2022 has repeatedly compared China's growing ambitions to those of Nazi Germany in the 1930s, which annexed territory in Europe ahead of its invasion of Poland in 1939.

But, Dutton seems to have morphed from a China hawk into a dove in mid 2024.

Why? It was clearly the regular political trick to win the next election.

Of all the words one could use to describe Peter Dutton, “pro-China” would not be at the top of the list. Yet that’s precisely how the Australian opposition leader identified himself as Chinese Premier Li Qiang was preparing to arrive in Australia for a high-profile visit.

Asked whether he, like PM Anthony Albanese, was “pro-panda”? Dutton went much further than expressing a fondness for furry animals.

Indeed, Dutton spoke at an official luncheon with the visiting Chinese Premier Li Qiang: “I’m pro-China and the relationship that we have with them... I want that trading relationship to increase... We need to make sure we strengthen the trading relationship because there are many businesses here who rely on it.”

Was it a concerted attempt to win back Chinese Australian voters at the next election coming up soon?
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8. Australia's Public Opinion
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Public hostility against China has long been carefully cultivated by Australian politicians.

Of 2,000 Australian adults polled across all states and territories from 18 to 30 March 2024, nearly three-quarters (73%) said they saw China as “a security threat to Australia” – six points higher than the result on this question in the 2021 survey.

In the event of a military conflict between USA and China over the status of Taiwan, 56% of respondents agreed “Australia should lend military support to USA” – an 11-point increase on this question compared with last year – while 20% disagreed.

Clearly, all such data are fluctuating from year to year in response to government propaganda, latest political rhetoric, new disinformation campaigns, fake news, and mass media influence.

It is abundantly clear that such surveys often reflect only a snapshot of current views and are also highly unreliable for various reasons. Indeed, they really serves no purpose except to boost news media income by capturing eyeballs and to influence public opinions to favor specific parties.
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