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The wind was
blowing gently through the marula trees surrounding one of the
waterholes in the Kruger National Park, while a number of animals
gathered around to have a last drink before settling down for the
night.
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During the night the wind usually blew the ripe
marulas onto the ground. The animals would pick them up in the
morning and enjoy them for breakfast. The elephants in particular
enjoyed eating the delicious marula fruit off the ground while they
were still fresh.
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Color in the elephant and the marula tree and draw
marulas on the tree. Then help the elephant find his way to the
marula tree
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A few animal friends, who always enjoyed playing, and
roaming around the huge Park looking for food together, were also
gathered round the waterhole. There was Ndovu Elephant, Tau Lion,
Kubu Hippo, Ekozu Rhino, Nkonkoni Wildebeest and Twigas
Giraffe.

They had a lot to discuss this afternoon. Nkonkoni
Wildebeest, their dear friend, had a longing to trek all the way to
the Serengeti National Park in Tanzania, one of the best known
wildlife sanctuaries in the world, to join his family in the next
big wildebeest migration.

“What is the wildebeest migration?” Kubu Hippo wanted
to know “I have never heard of it before”.

“The wildebeest always move to the Serengeti where
there is more food and water for them. As the rains begin to fall
in certain areas the grass begins to grow. This is the signal for
the wildebeest, together with thousands of zebras and antelope, to
move to the greener areas. When the grass has all been eaten up
they move further away where there is more grass and water left by
the summer rains. This is why they constantly move around so that
there is food and fresh water for the huge herd of wildebeest to
eat and drink” explained Nkonkoni Wildebeest.
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During this time tourists come from all over the
world to see the great migration. There are millions of wildebeest
and thousands of zebra and many types of antelope that begin to
move north together. They are all in search of fresh grazing and
water” Nkonkoni added.

This was a spectacular event, which took place once a
year when more than a million wildebeest migrated to areas where
there they could enjoy enough food and water. The exact time of
year they began to migrate depended on the weather, Nkonkoni
Wildebeest’s parents had told him. Now he wanted to be there on
time to join the herds as they moved along the plains and crossed
the dangerous rivers in large groups.

See if you can draw a few more wildebeest and zebras
then have fun coloring them in.
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Nkonkoni Wildebeest was still only young and his
friends wondered if he would be able to walk the long distance to
Serengeti. Where would he sleep at night and would he find enough
food along the way? Maybe he would get very lonely and miss his
friends. They felt sad that their friend would be leaving them as
he was a very special friend.

Ndovu Elephant, Twigas Giraffe, Tau Lion, Ekozu Rhino
and Kubu Hippo were all talking at once. They would miss Nkonkoni
Wildebeest so much if he went away, they wished he would rather
stay with them so that they could have fun together every day, but
Nkonkoni Wildebeest could not be persuaded to forget about his
plans. He wanted to go to Serengeti and no one was going to stop
him.
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Suddenly Ndovu Elephant had a wonderful idea. He
lifted his trunk and began to wave it in the air to show the other
friends to keep quiet and listen to what he had to say. “Why don’t
we all go on safari with Nkonkoni Wildebeest to Serengeti?” he
shouted with great excitement.

[image: tmp_e52e8659dca922f3909a54e889afc9be_AQBYpF_html_m73e13e60.png]

Then Tau Lion answered in his roaring voice, “that’s
a wonderful idea, we can be company for Nkonkoni Wildebeest and
help keep him safe along the way. We can all go together to
Serengeti to see the great migration of the wildebeest. Maybe we
will be able to make new friends in Tanzania.”

The friends were all quiet for a few moments, they
had never thought of leaving their home in Kruger National Park in
South Africa to live in another place far away from home. They all
lived happily with their families and friends where there was
plenty of food to eat and fresh water to drink and enough friends
to run around with and have fun.

Now the friends began to get really excited. This was
truly a wonderful idea! They would be able to help each other find
food and at night they could all sleep together to keep warm and
protect one another from any danger.
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“When are we leaving on safari?” shouted Ekozu Rhino,
stamping his one foot in excitement. By this time the other friends
were all jumping up and down with excitement at the thought of
going all the way to the Serengeti National Park with their best
friend, Nkonkoni Wildebeest.
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Nkonkoni Wildebeest was speechless; he could not
believe that his friends were so generous that they would do this
for him. “You are the greatest best friends I have ever had” he
screamed with joy. “Can we leave on safari first thing in the
morning before the sun rises? I love beating the sun getting up in
the morning”.
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Ndovu Elephant nodded his big head so that his great
big ears flapped in the wind “yes, yes, we will all be ready in the
morning to leave with you, but first we must have a drink of water
and then find a comfortable place where we all can sleep together
for the night”.

The best time to leave would be just before the sun
rose, as it would give the friends a good head start to first find
food along the way. They all thought of the delicious marula fruit
that would be lying on the ground waiting for them to eat.
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Nkonkoni Wildebeest was so excited that all his
friends wanted to go with him on his safari. They had all been
friends for such a long time that he did not want to leave them
behind when he went on his visit to the Serengeti National Park.
They all excitedly chatted about traveling the long way from Kruger
National Park in South Africa, to Serengeti in Tanzania, where
Nkonkoni Wildebeest’s family lived.

The friends would have to stop often on the way to
rest and find food, water and shelter for the night. It would be
great fun walking across the plains, up the hills and down the
valleys together. The distance they would have to cover would take
them many weeks of walking, but the six friends knew that they
could do it together if they helped each other along the way.
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The six friends all spent the night together under
the trees close to the waterhole.


See if you can find a route for the seven friends to
follow to reach the Serengeti safely
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Early the next morning they all awoke extremely
excited to start their long safari to Tanzania. They were all
chattering at once deciding in which direction they should start
walking, when they heard a loud screech. It was their good friend
Landa Bird sitting on the branch of a tree right above them.
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Landa Bird asked what all the noise was about so
early in the morning. They explained to her about the planned
safari to the Serengeti National Park, where Nkonkoni Wildebeest
would meet his family and be able to join in the massive migration
that took place every year. She was very excited about the trip and
asked if she could join them.

“Who will remove the ticks from your coats if I am
not with you to do it for you?” she asked. “I like helping you
guys, so please may I travel with you?”

The animals were very grateful to Landa Bird for what
she did for them. They could not reach their own backs to remove
the ticks and other parasites that lived in the grass and attached
themselves to the animals. The ticks would stick to the animals’
backs and suck out their blood when they were hungry. The bites
would make them feel very sick. Landa Bird knew how to pull them
off the animals’ coats then she would eat them up for
breakfast.

Ndovu Elephant immediately invited her to join them
“and when you get tired of flying, you can ride on my head or my
back” he said warmly.
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