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“I’ve always loved the idea that ...

you know, you can appropriately express yourself through clothes.”

TIMOTHÉE CHALAMET
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Looking especially red-carpet ready, Timothée Chalamet for Dune at the 2021 Venice International Film Festival in Haider Ackermann.






Introduction

Something has happened to menswear in recent years. It has become exciting and it has become unexpected. No more so than on the red carpet, where a traditional tux or slick suit is no longer the norm. Instead, it has been replaced with something altogether more eye-catching, dramatic, provocative and even viral. It has been replaced with looks straight from the runway, fresh ideas that have not necessarily been filtered out to make room for the more wearable and everyday. And that are now worn by men who bestow a certain sense of flair or confidence. This is what has happened to menswear.

And what has happened, in large part, is Timothée Chalamet.

A fourth-generation New Yorker, the American actor (who growing up, spent summers in France) has been making waves, on and off the red carpet. He began his career with commercials and later credits in television shows such as Law & Order and Homeland before moving into films including 2014’s sci-fi Interstellar and 2017’s Call Me by Your Name and Lady Bird – both of which made him a household name, more or less overnight. And started to put both him and his wardrobe in the spotlight.
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Chalamet at the Hollywood Film Awards at the Beverly Hilton Hotel, November 4, 2018 in a Louis Vuitton suit.
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The look that cemented Chalamet’s fashion icon status, the Haider Ackermann red halter ensemble he wore at the 79th Venice International Film Festival in 2022.



Haider Ackermann, Alexander McQueen, Louis Vuitton, Tom Ford, Stella McCartney and Thom Browne are just a few of the names the star has worn out and about. By itself, that might not seem all that striking. After all, celebrities wear designer clothes, and put together looks, especially when it comes to the rounds of global promotional tours they have to do for their films, including endless photocalls, interviews and red-carpet premieres in different cities around the world.

The London Standard has described how the actor has been “breaking hearts one monochrome suit at a time”. It is also Chalamet’s embrace of florals, embroidery, bold blocks of colour, technical and avant-garde details, modern tailoring and striking jewellery combinations that have set him apart, and up and away on his style trajectory.

Among the most recognizable of his looks, surely, is the red halterneck ensemble pictured opposite. (There are a whole host besides, which this book indulgently sets out to explore.) He wore it for the premiere of his film Bones and All, alongside Taylor Russell, at the Venice Film Festival in September 2022. This was a choice that got the internet talking and talking – marking an important stage in his metamorphosis.

The look, a custom shimmery red ensemble of scarf-cum-halterneck top with fitted trousers, was created by the fashion designer Haider Ackermann. According to Fashionista, it was “seemingly” a continuation of the designer’s Spring/Summer 2018 collection, which had featured lots of red and twists on tailoring. It was also, some might have said, borderline Ziggy Stardust, the glam rock alter ego of David Bowie in the early 1970s.

It was an unexpected choice – you could even say brave depending on your own style preferences – but it was a choice that cemented the actor’s reputation for pushing the boundaries both of fashion and, pertinently, of what men could wear on the red carpet. He told GQ in November 2023 that when it comes to promoting a smaller film, “you can stir it up a little”. He did!

In recent years, he has continued to do so to brilliant effect – with only a couple of perhaps questionable looks along the way. But, even before then, the actor had started to show flashes of his non-conventional fashion credentials – which should perhaps come as no surprise. He loves fashion and has formed close friendships with various designers – as he explained to Vogue in 2022. This was the moment when he featured as the magazine’s first solo male cover star, under the editorship of Edward Enninful and photographed by Steven Meisel. Previously, Manolo Blahnik and Robbie Williams had been among the few men who featured on the cover, but both were accompanied – by Anjelica Huston and Gisele, respectively.

In the story, Vogue called him the actor of his generation, a “boy wonder”; and the piece set the scene by describing what he was wearing, which included a music T-shirt – standard among his on- and off-screen wardrobe.
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Dressing the part, Chalamet promotes Dune: Part Two in a Helmut Lang ensemble during CinemaCon, the official convention of the National Association of Theatre Owners, at the Colosseum at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas, 2023.
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Showing his verve for an offbeat suit in custom Tom Ford at the premiere of Wonka, held at the Regency Village Theatre in Los Angeles, 2023.






“Chalamet is that rare talent who is capable of setting both Hollywood and the fashion world on fire.”

CHIOMA NNADI
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Sparkling in Celine Homme at the 81st Golden Globe Awards at the Beverly Hilton, 2024.



For the accompanying shoot, the star appeared rock and roll cool, wearing a mix of Prada, Gucci, Miu Miu, Isabel Marant, Balmain and Rick Owens. Come Fashion Week and Chalamet can be clocked all smiles both front row and backstage at shows such as Loewe (known for its arty meets intellectual vibe) and Louis Vuitton (known for its megawatt vibe), which in some ways perfectly reflects his career moves.

Famously, the actor did not have a stylist, but in the past has worked with Erin Walsh, and more recently, Ryan Hastings. Some of his more daring looks are thought to have been of his own creation. In an online interview with Time Out, he said that getting to work out what to wear was the “fun part”, and questioned why he would hire someone to do that for him. Which makes his impact on the fashion world at large all the more impressive (and might have the celebrity stylists out there panicking a little!). It also means that fashion shoots featuring him are likely to be all the more interesting. He is not scared to take risks; this is someone who is happy to enjoy fashion.

According to an article in the London Standard, from 2020, Chalamet had relied instead on text exchanges with designers, including his frequent collaborator Haider Ackermann – and, until his untimely death, Virgil Abloh, of Off-White and Louis Vuitton.
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Streetwear but make it smart – Chalamet at the Louis Vuitton Dinner at Fred l’Ecailler during the 2021 Cannes Film Festival.
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In London for a Dune photocall, he wore a vibrant Stella McCartney suit, 2021.



He told GQ in November 2023 that he spent time after the lockdown of 2020 in the South of France with Hedi Slimane – the former creative director of Celine, Saint Laurent and Dior Homme – and in Paris with Haider Ackermann. Influential friends indeed.

The internet is full of articles dedicated to his hair and how to get it; or why he shows us the right way to wear sweatpants, which seem to be a staple of his down-dressing streetwear vibe when he’s off duty. And he frequently “breaks” the internet with his style. Even an editor at the Financial Times has chimed in on why he gets it just so right.

What’s his secret?

Notably, as more leading man roles have come his way and his career has gained pace, so too have his fashion choices. The actor – who boasts nearly 20 million followers on Instagram even though he doesn’t post all that much – is among a cohort of young Hollywood actors leading a menswear style renaissance. Austin Butler and Barry Keoghan have also both opted for more fashion-forward ensembles on the red carpet, such as cropped proportions on tailoring (Butler) and pairings of waistcoats and jewellery (Keoghan). For once, it’s an exciting time for men’s fashion on the red carpet.

Chalamet’s rise to stardom has also come at a time when fashion, generally, has become less binary. What’s more, in the years since the pandemic there has been a desire for creativity and originality. People want joy from fashion once more, they want excitement, and they want to see where fashion could take them.

Such has been Chalamet’s impressive – and unique – emerging fashion identity that people were paying him attention even before this new mood. In 2019 he came second to Meghan Markle in Lyst’s Year in Fashion report of the most influential and powerful dressers. Searches for Haider Ackermann, whose designs he had worn, were reported to have spiked.

Since then, Chalamet has earned even more plaudits. In 2023, he was voted Most Stylish Man of The Year by GQ readers. By then, he had already racked up three front covers for the title in a trilogy of in-depth features across six years. Now branded the “Timmy Trilogy”, they followed his rise to the top. In this book, we do the same, just looking instead at the choices he makes with fashion.




“There are few people who could make a glittery Louis Vuitton bib look chic.

23-year-old Timothée Chalamet, however, is one of the few.”

NAOMI MAY
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Front row with Taylor Russell, Luca Guadagnino and Stéphane Bak at the Loewe A/W 2023 menswear show.






[image: Chapter 1 The Early years]




[image: ]

Even early on, a penchant for suiting emerged. Here, at the Screen Actors Guild Awards, 2013.





In the beginning …

Timothée Chalamet was only 22 when he secured his first Oscar nomination for Best Actor for his role in Call Me by Your Name. This made him the youngest person nominated in the category for almost 80 years – which may owe something to the supportive and creative environment that nurtured him. He was born in Manhattan, New York, on December 27, 1995, the son of Marc Chalamet, a French reporter for Le Parisien, who later worked at the United Nations; and Nicole Flender, an American dancer, who later worked in real estate.

He is the nephew of director Rodman Flender and grandson of screenwriter Harold Flender. His mother, Nicole, had majored in dance at LaGuardia High School of Music & Art and Performing Arts – often referred to as the school from Fame, the musical about a group of aspiring performers during the 1980s, who wore sweatbands and leg warmers (in the days before content creation aspirations). In other words, Chalamet grew up in a creative environment, raised in Manhattan Plaza, a residential complex that offered federally subsidized housing for artists in Hell’s Kitchen, an area close to Midtown Manhattan.

Accordingly, it has been noted that Timothée – and his sister Pauline, who is also in acting, as well as writing and producing – grew up surrounded by the sound of musical instruments played by neighbours (apparently the building had specified rehearsal hours). Alicia Keys and Larry David, according to
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