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24 January 1915: ‘A magnificent but dreadful sight’ 

– The Battle of Dogger Bank 

At 7 a.m., nearing its rendezvous with British battlecruisers to the north of Dogger Bank in the North Sea, Rear Admiral Tyrwhitt’s force of light cruisers and destroyers made contact with the more powerful German 1st and 2nd Scouting Groups and opened fire. A paymaster on the light cruiser HMS Arethusa recorded:

We went to Action Stations, and as I was taking up my position on the rangefinder, firing was reported on the starboard quarter. We could see huge flashes of rippling flame on the horizon and hear the dull boom of firing. It was evident to us that we had just missed the German fleet, but that [the light cruisers] Aurora and Undaunted and our destroyers had been sighted by them in the growing daylight. At 7.09 am we sighted the smoke of our own battle cruisers and light cruisers ahead. At 7.20 am we all turned to [the south-east] and increased to full speed to chase the enemy who on sight of us made a beeline for Heligoland.1 

Vice-Admiral Hipper’s scouting groups – consisting of three battlecruisers, an armoured cruiser, four light cruisers and eighteen destroyers – had been sent to Dogger Bank to sink British destroyers and wireless-equipped trawlers. But the Admiralty, forewarned of Hipper’s intention by wireless intercepts, had sent an even more powerful battlecruiser force under Vice-Admiral David Beatty to destroy it. Aware, now, that the trap was about to be sprung, Hipper ordered his ships to flee. But they could not match the 26 knots of
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Of the many people who contributed to the book, special thanks are due to the following: Rupert Lancaster and my agent Peter Robinson for cooking up the idea in the first place; Rupert’s excellent team at Hodder, including Kate Miles, Juliet Brightmore, Bea Long, Nikki Barrow, Vickie Boff and Peter James; my father Robin David; Bruce Markham-David; my research assistant Holly Harwood; Billy James (for letting me quote from the unpublished memoir of Archibald James); the historian Leanda de Lisle (for the loan of her grandfather Kenelm Dormer’s Great War diary); and the staffs of the British Library, London Library, National Archives, National Army Museum, Imperial War Museum, Royal Artillery Museum (Firepower!), Tank Museum and Westminster Abbey Library.
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Lastly, I should apologize to my dedicatee (and youngest daughter) Natasha. She was promised a novel (like her sisters) but got a book about the most lethal war in our island’s history. That’s life.


BIBLIOGRAPHY


All sources published in London unless otherwise indicated.



Primary Sources, Unpublished

Official Documents


The National Archives, London (TNA)

Foreign Office (FO):

	Prisoner of War and Aliens Department: General Correspondence, FO 383

 

Ministry of Munitions (MUN):

	Historical Record Branch, MUN 5

 

Security Service (KV):	

	Personal Files, KV 2

 

War Office (WO):

	Capital Courts Martial Papers, WO 71

	Distinguished Service Order Register, WO 390

	Regimental War Diaries, WO 95 and 167

 



Private Papers


Family Papers (FP)

David Papers

Dormer Papers

James Papers

Neely Papers

 

Royal Artillery Museum, Woolwich

Typescript Account by Sergeant William Groves, RFA

Tank Museum, Bovington

William Dawson, ‘Reminiscences of my experiences in the first tank, 1916–18’

Colonel N. M. Dillon, ‘Record of Service’

 

Westminster Abbey Library

Unknown Warrior Papers

 



Primary Sources, Published

Published Documents, Diaries, Letters and Memoirs


America: Great Crises in our History (12 vols, 1925; this ebook edition 2011)

Asquith, H. H., Memories and Reflections, 1852–1927 (2 vols, 1928)

Bean, Charles, Gallipoli Mission (1948; this edition 1990)

Bloem, Walter, The Advance from Mons 1914: The Experiences of a German  Infantry Officer (1916; this edition 1930)

Boulton (ed.), James T., The Selected Letters of D. H. Lawrence (Cambridge, 2000)

Brittain, Vera, Testament of Youth: An Autobiographical Study of the Years 1900–1925 (1933; this edition 2009)

Brusilov, A. A., A Soldier’s Note-Book: 1914–1918 (1930) 

Cowen, Ruth (ed.), A Nurse at the Front: The First World War Diaries of Sister  Edith Appleton (2012) 

David, Saul (ed.), Mud and Bodies: The War Diaries and Letters of Captain N. A. C. Weir, 1914–1920 (2013)

Downham, Peter (ed.), Diary of an Old Contemptible: Private Edward Roe, East Lancashire Regiment: From Mons to Baghdad 1914–1919 (2004) 

Dunn, Captain J. C., The War the Infantry Knew 1914–1919 (1938; this edition 1989)

Durnford, H. G., The Tunnellers of Holzminden (Cambridge, 1920) 

Emden, Richard van, and Humphries, Steve, All Quiet on the Home Front: An Oral History of Life in Britain during the First World War (2003; this edition 2004)

Farmborough, Florence, Nurse at the Russian Front: A Diary 1914–1918 (1974)

Fokker, Anthony, Flying Dutchman (1931) 

Haig Diaries and Letters: Gary Sheffield and John Bourne (eds), Douglas Haig: War Diaries and Letters 1914–1918 (2005)

Hitler, Adolf, Mein Kampf (2 vols, Jaico edition, 2012)

Horne, Charles F. (ed.), Source Records of the Great War (7 vols, New York, 1923)

Jünger, Ernst, Storm of Steel (1920; this edition 2004)

Lawrence, T. E., Seven Pillars of Wisdom: A Triumph (1926; this edition 2000) 

Ludendorff, General Erich, My War Memories: 1914–1918 (2 vols, 1919)

Levine, Joshua, Forgotten Voices of the Somme (2008; this edition 2009)

MacArthur, Brian (ed.), For King and Country: Voices from the First World War  (2008)

Melotte, Edward (ed.), Mons, Anzac and Kut: By An MP – Lieutenant-Colonel the Hon. Aubrey Herbert MP (Barnsley, 2009)

Norwich, John Julius (ed.), The Duff Cooper Diaries: 1915–1951 (2005)

Nowlan, K. B. (ed.), The Making of 1916 (Dublin, 1916) 

Pankhurst, Christabel, Unshackled: The Story of How We Won the Vote (1959; this edition 1987)

Peel, C. S., How We Lived Then 1914–1918: A Sketch of Social and Domestic Life in England during the War (1929)

Philips Price, M., War and Revolution in Asiatic Russia (1918)

Reed, John, Ten Days That Shook the World (1919; this edition 2011)

Richthofen, Manfred von, The Red Air Fighter (1918; this edition 1990) 

Sulzbach, Herbert, With the German Guns: Four Years on the Western Front (1935; this edition 1973)

Thompson, Julian (ed.), The Imperial War Museum Book of the War at Sea 1914–1918 (2005)

Weizmann, Chaim, Trial and Error: The Autobiography of Chaim Weizmann, First President of Israel (1949) 

Willcocks, Lieutenant-General James, With the Indians in France (1920)



 

Contemporary Publications


Bean, Charles, Official History of Australia in the War of 1914–1918 (2 vols, 1939–40)

Churchill, Winston S., The World Crisis (6 vols, 1923–35)

J. E. Edmonds, History of the Great War: Military Operations, France and Belgium  1914 (2 vols, 1922–5)

Official History of the Ministry of Munitions (10 vols, 1922; this edition 2008)



 

Newspapers and Journals


The Carthusian

Daily Express

London Gazette 

Muslim News

The Times



 

Secondary Sources

Books and Articles


Adams, Jefferson, Historical Dictionary of German Intelligence (Plymouth, 2009)

Akçam, Taner, A Shameful Act: The Armenian Genocide and the Question of Turkish Responsibility (New York, 2006)

Andrew, Christopher, The Defence of the Realm: The Authorized History of MI5  (2009; this edition 2010)

Babington, Anthony, For the Sake of Example: Capital Courts Martial 1914–1920  (1993)

Badsey, Stephen, Doctrine and Reform in the British Cavalry, 1880–1918 (2008)

Baker, Anne, From Biplane to Spitfire: The Life of Air Chief Marshal Sir Geoffrey  Salmond KCB KCMG DSO (Barnsley, 2003) 

Barker, Ralph, The Royal Flying Corps in France (2 vols, 1994–5)

Barr, James, Setting the Desert on Fire: T. E. Lawrence and Britain’s Secret War in Arabia, 1916–18 (2006) 

Baumont, Maurice, Fall of the Kaiser: The Kaiser with his Generals (1931) 

Berghahn, V. R., Germany and the Approach of War in 1914 (1973)

Best, Geoffrey, Churchill and War (2005)

Best, Nicholas, The Greatest Day in History: How the Great War Really Ended  (2008) 

Bishop, Patrick, Wings: One Hundred Years of Aerial Warfare (2012)

Boghardt, Thomas, The Zimmermann Telegram: Intelligence, Diplomacy and  America’s Entry into World War I (Annapolis, 2012)

Brendon, Piers, The Decline and Fall of the British Empire: 1781–1997 (2007) 

Brown, Malcolm, and Seaton, Shirley, Christmas Truce: The Western Front  December 1914 (New York, 1984) 

Carlyon, L. A., Gallipoli (2002)

Castle, H. G., Fire over England: The German Air Raids in World War I (1982)

Clark, Christopher, The Sleepwalkers: How Europe went to War in 1914 (2012)

Clayton, Anthony, Paths of Glory: The French Army 1914–18 (2003) 

Clifford, Colin, The Asquiths (2002; this edition 2003)

Collins, James L., The Marshall Cavendish Illustrated Encyclopaedia of World War  One (25 vols, 1972)

Cook, Andrew, M: MI5’s First Spymaster (2004) 

Corns, Cathryn, and Hughes-Wilson, John, Blindfold and Alone: British Military  Executions in the Great War (2001) 

Corrigan, Gordon, Sepoys in the Trenches: The Indian Corps on the Western Front  (2006) 

David, Charles Markham, Seventy Years (privately published, 2011) 

David, Saul, Military Blunders: The How and Why of Military Failure (1997) 

Duffy, Christopher, Through German Eyes: The British and the Somme 1916  (2006)

Dupuy, Trevor N., and Onacewicz, Wlodzimierz, Triumphs and Tragedies in the  East 1915–1917 (New York, 1967) 

Ellis, John, and Cox, Michael, The World War I Databook: The Essential Facts and Figures for All the Combatants (2001)

Ellsworth-Jones, Will, We Will Not Fight: The Untold Story of the World War One’s Conscientious Objectors (2008) 

Englund, Peter, The Beauty and the Sorrow: An Intimate History of the First World  War (2011)

Farrar, Martin J., News from the Front: War Correspondents on the Western Front  1914–18 (Stroud, 1998)

Ferguson, Niall, The Pity of War (1998)

Figes, Orlando, A People’s Tragedy: The Russian Revolution, 1891–1924 (1996; this  edition 1997)

Fraser, David, Knight’s Cross: A Life of Field Marshal Erwin Rommel (1993; this  edition 1994)

Fromkin, David, A Peace to End All Peace: Creating the Modern Middle East 1914–1922 (1989) 

	—, Europe’s Last Summer: Why the World Went to War in 1914 (2004)

Gilbert, Martin, First World War (1994; this edition 1995)

Gill, Douglas, and Dallas, Gloden, ‘Mutiny at Etaples Base in 1917’, Past & Present,  no. 69 (Nov. 1975), pp. 88–112.

Griffiths, Paddy, British Fighting Methods in the Great War (1998)

Hammond, Bryn, Cambrai 1917: The Myth of the First Great Tank Battle (2008)

Hanson, Neil, Escape from Germany: The Greatest PoW Break-out of the First  World War (2011) 

Harrison, Shirley, Sylvia Pankhurst: The Rebellious Suffragette: A Crusading Life  1882–1960 (2003; this edition 2012) 

Hart, Peter, The Somme (2005)

	—, Aces Falling: War above the Trenches, 1918 (2007)

	—, 1918: A Very British Victory (2008)

Haslam, M. J., The Chilwell Story: 1915–1982, VC Factory and Ordnance Depot  (1982)

Hattersley, Roy, David Lloyd George: The Great Outsider (2010) 

Hayes, Geoffrey, Iarocci, Andrew and Bechthold, Mike (eds), Vimy Ridge: A  Canadian Reassessment (Waterloo, Ontario, 2007)

Herwig, Holger H., The First World War, Germany and Austria-Hungary 1914–1918 (1997)

Hochschild, Adam, To End All Wars (New York, 2012)

Holmes, Richard, The Little Field Marshal: A Life of Sir John French (1981; this  edition 2005)

	—, Tommy: The British Soldier on the Western Front 1914–1918 (2004; this  edition 2005)

Hopkirk, Peter, On Secret Service East of Constantinople (1994; this edition 2006)

Hore, Captain Peter, The Habit of Victory: The Story of the Royal Navy, 1545–1945  (2005; this edition 2006)

Horne, Alistair, The Price of Glory (1962; this edition 1964) 

James Smith, David, One Morning in Sarajevo: 28 June 1914 (2008)

Joll, James, The Origins of the First World War (1984)

Jones, Nigel, Rupert Brooke: Life, Death and Myth (1999; this edition 2003)

Keay, John, Sowing the Wind: The Seeds of Conflict in the Middle East (2003) 

Keegan, John, The First World War (1998)

Kershaw, Ian, Hitler: Hubris 1889–1936 (2001)

Kilduff, Peter, Red Baron: The Life and Death of an Ace (2007)

Lewis, Bernard, Emergence of Modern Turkey (2001)

Lewis, Geoffrey, Balfour and Weizmann: The Zionist, the Zealot and the Emergence  of Israel (2009)

Lewis, R., Over the Top with the 25th (Halifax, 1918)

Lewis-Stempel, John, Six Weeks: The Short and Gallant Life of the British Officer in the First World War (2010; this edition 2011)

Low, G., and Everett, H. M., The History of the Royal Monmouthshire Royal  Engineers (2 vols, 1969)

Macdonald, Lyn, They Called It Passchendaele: The Story of the Third Battle of Ypres and the Men Who Fought in It (1978; this edition 1983)

	—, The Roses of No Man’s Land (1980; this edition 1993)

	—, Somme (1983)

	—, 1914 (1987; this edition 1989)

	—, 1915: The Death of Innocence (1993) 

	—, To the Last Man: Spring 1918 (1998)

Mackay, Francis, Asiago Plateau: Battle in the Woods and Clouds – Italy 1918 (2000) 

McMeekin, Sean, The Russian Origins of the First World War (Cambridge, Mass.,  2011)

Marwick, A., Women at War, 1914–1918 (1977) 

Mead, Gary, The Doughboys: America and the First World War (2000; this edition 2001)

	—, The Good Soldier: The Biography of Douglas Haig (2007)

Middlebrook, Martin, The First Day of the Somme: July 1916 (1971; this edition 1984)

	—, The Kaiser’s Battle: 21 March 1918 – The First Day of the German Spring  Offensive (1978; this edition 1983)

Murphy, Lieut.-Colonel C. C. R., The History of the Suffolk Regiment 1914–1927 (1928)

Paice, Edward, Tip and Run: The Untold Tragedy of the Great War in Africa (2007)

Persico, Joseph E., 11th Month, 11th Day, 11th Hour: Armistice Day 1918: World War I and its Violent Climax (2004; this edition 2005)

Philpott, William, Bloody Victory: The Sacrifice of the Somme and the Making of  the Twentieth Century (2009)

Preston, Diana, Wilful Murder: The Sinking of the Lusitania (2002; this edition 2003)

Purvis, June, Emmeline Pankhurst: A Biography (2003)

Railton, Rev. David, ‘The Origin of the Unknown Warrior’s Grave’, Our Empire, November 1931, vol. VII.

Rappaport, Helen, Ekaterinburg: The Last Days of the Romanovs (2008) 
The Register of the Victoria Cross (1997)

Royle, Trevor, War Report: The War Correspondent’s View of Battle (Edinburgh, 1987)

Russell, Douglas S., Winston Churchill: Soldier: The Military Life of a Gentleman at War (2005)

Sebag Montefiore, Simon, Jerusalem: The Biography (2011)

Sheffield, Gary, Forgotten Victory: The First World War – Myths and Realities (2002)

	—, The Chief: Douglas Haig and the British Army (2011) 

Shipman, Pat, Femme Fatale: Love, Lies and the Unknown Life of Mata Hari (2007) 

Silkin, John (ed.), The Penguin Book of First World War Poetry (1979)

Smith, Leonard V., Between Mutiny and Obedience: The Case of the Fifth Infantry Division during World War I (Princeton, 1994) 

Souhami, Diana, Edith Cavell (2010; this edition 2011) 

Stannard Baker, Ray, Woodrow Wilson: Life and Letters, vol. VI: Facing War 1915–1917 (1938) 

Stevenson, David, 1914–1918: The History of the First World War (2004, this edition 2005)

	—, With our Backs to the Wall: Victory and Defeat in 1918 (2011)  

Strachan, Hew (ed.), The Oxford Illustrated History of the First World War (1998)

	—, The First World War: To Arms (Oxford, 2001)

	—, The First World War (2003; this edition 2006) 

Sumner, Ian, They Shall Not Pass: The French Army on the Western Front 1914–1918 (Barnsley, 2012) 

Taylor, A. J. P., The First World War: An Illustrated History (1963; this edition 1985)

Terraine, John, Mons: The Retreat to Victory (1960)

	—, Douglas Haig: The Educated Soldier (1963)

	—, The First World War (1965)

	—, To Win A War: 1918, the Year of Victory (1978)

Threlfall, T. R., The Story of the King’s (1916)

Townshend, Charles, Easter 1916: The Irish Rebellion (2005)

	—, When God Made Hell: The British Invasion of Mesopotamia and the Creation of Iraq 1914–1921 (2011, ebook edition) 

Travers, Tim, The Killing Ground: The British Army, the Western Front and the  Emergence of Modern War, 1900–1918 (1987)

Tuchman, Barbara W., The Zimmermann Telegram (1958; this edition 1966)

	—, The Guns of August (1962)

‘The Unknown Warrior’, After the Battle, No. 6, 1974

VC GC (3 vols, 2013)

Warner, Philip, The Battle of Loos (1976) 

Weber, Thomas, Hitler’s First War: Adolf Hitler, the Men of the List Regiment, and the First World War (2010)

Williams, Charles, Pétain (2005) 

Woodward, David R., Hell in the Holy Land: World War I in the Middle East (Lexington, 2006) 

Wylly, H. C., The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, vol. II: 1914–1919 (1933) 



 

TV Documentaries


‘Wartime Factory Disaster’, Inside Out, BBC East Midlands, 10 February 2003



 

Websites


www.1914-1918.net

www.eyewitnesstohistory.com

www.history.com

www.revdc.net

www.shotatdawn.infos

www.uboat.net.wwi 

www.victoriacross.org.uk

www.westminster-abbey.org




Footnotes

Introduction

fn1 In 1912–13, Serbia, Bulgaria, Greece and Montenegro had beaten Turkey in the First Balkan War; in the Second, in 1913, Bulgaria attacked its former allies (and Romania) and was itself defeated.

fn2 Including Germans (12 million), Hungarians (10), Czechs (6.6), Poles (5), Ruthenians (4), Croats (3.2), Romanians (2.9), Slovaks (2) and Serbs (2) (Stevenson, 1914–1918, p. 13).

fn3 A strategy known to historians as the Schlieffen plan, after its creator Alfred von Schlieffen, Chief of the German General Staff from 1890 to 1905 – though in reality it was heavily, and some would say disastrously, modified by Schlieffen’s successor, Helmuth von Moltke the Younger. 

fn4  Mobilization preceded ‘concentration’, the movement of troops to the frontier (normally by rail), which was followed in turn by deployment for combat.

 

1915

fn1 Of the British troops who landed in August, one-third were dead, and only nine of eighty-four battalions (of 1,000 men each) had more than 300 effectives by 1 November 1914 (Stevenson, 1914–1918, p. 92).

fn2 The 1st Suffolks was part of the 28th Division’s 84th Brigade; while in the Ypres salient, Markham David’s No. 2 (Railway) Company, RMRE, came under the orders of the 28th Division’s Commandant of Royal Engineers.

fn3 On 26 December 1914, Haig and Smith-Dorrien had been promoted to full general and given command of the newly constituted First and Second Armies respectively.

fn4 Garros was captured and sent to a prisoner-of-war camp. After several failed attempts, he escaped in February 1918 and returned to front-line flying, enjoying one more confirmed victory on 2 October. Three days later he was shot down and killed near Vouziers in the Ardennes.

fn5 Sited behind the pilot so that he could not fire to the rear; a tractor propeller was in front of the pilot and impeded his forward field of fire.

fn6 Small temporary field hospitals, usually set up in huts or under canvas a few miles from the front line, and run by a mobile unit of the Royal Army Medical Corps known as a field ambulance. The chain of evacuation – depending on the severity of the injuries – was regimental aid post (RAP), advanced or main dressing station, casualty clearing station (CCS), base hospital and general hospital in Britain.

fn7 British-born Major-General Alexander Godley was commanding the composite Australian and New Zealand Division.

fn8 The Austro-Germans had massed 1,270 field guns against the Russians’ 675, and 430 heavy guns and mortars to the Russians’ four (Stevenson, 1914–1918, p. 154). 

fn9 The Lusitania had flown the American flag as she neared the Irish coast during a voyage from New York to Liverpool in late January 1915.

fn10 Prior to this, no ship travelling at more than 14 knots had been torpedoed.

fn11 Smith-Dorrien was formally relieved of the command of Second Army on 6 May 1915. His replacement was General Sir Herbert Plumer.

fn12 A voluntary corps, first set up by insurance companies in the eighteenth century, to attend fires, with the Fire Brigade, and protect goods from water damage and the effects of fire-fighting as much as to rescue them from the fire.

fn13 Named after its inventor, Count Ferdinand von Zeppelin, who got the idea from the French use of observation balloons during the Franco-Prussian War of 1870–1. The first Zeppelin, LZ 1, flew over Lake Constance in 1900. Ten years later the German airline DELAG began the first commercial flights in Zeppelins, ferrying over 34,000 passengers by the outbreak of war. 

fn14 The same feature that had been won and lost by Anzac troops on their first day at Gallipoli, 25 April 1915.

fn15 He was also influenced by the success of another diversionary attack by the 1st Australian Division at Lone Pine on 6 August, a brutal struggle in the elaborate network of roofed Turkish trenches that cost the Antipodeans 2,000 casualties. Seven Australians were awarded the Victoria Cross, two posthumously.

fn16 During the Second World War Moreau was a leading figure in the French Resistance. In 1944, having narrowly avoided capture in Lyons, she fled to Britain but returned that September to sit in the Assemblée Consultative. She was awarded the title Compagnon de la Libération and made a Chevalier of the Légion d’Honneur.

fn17 The first offensive (including the first night attack of the war), from 15 to 27 May, had made modest gains at a cost of 16,000 casualties.

fn18 Brittain, by this time, had left Oxford after one year’s study, joined the Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) and was about to start work as a nurse in the 1st London General Hospital in Camberwell.

fn19 A deployment that did not have the permission of the Greek government, prompting Falkenhayn, the Chief of the German General Staff, to describe it as a ‘serious breach of international law, which deprived the Entente even of ostensible justification for any further outcry against the march through Belgium’ (‘The Fall of Serbia’ in Horne (ed.), Source Records of the Great War, III, p. 363).

fn20 Depage’s wife Marie drowned when the Lusitania was torpedoed on 7 May 1915. She was returning from a successful mission to the United States to raise funds for her husband’s Ocean hospital at La Panne on the Belgian coast.

fn21 Meakin got back to England; Boger was arrested before he left Brussels and spent the remainder of the conflict as a prisoner of war.

fn22 Apart from half an hour’s exercise each day in the prison yard, she was kept in solitary confinement.

fn23 Part of the 28th Brigade of the 13th Division.

fn24 Set up in June 1915, the Dardanelles Committee was at this stage of the conflict the closest thing the British government had to a War Cabinet.

fn25 Father of the media mogul Rupert Murdoch.

fn26 Where the French and British had opened a new front to assist the Serbians in mid-October 1915, following the entry of Bulgaria into the war on the Central Powers’ side a week earlier.
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