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Every life tells a story. Some stories are what we seek to emulate in our own lives. These are stories that shape nations, transform faiths, inspire generations, or challenge the way humanity understands courage, sacrifice, leadership, and hope. Other stories are something we hope to avoid at all costs as they are stories of dictators, serial killers and people we do not like.

Through the Lifeink biography series, I hope to bring these stories to readers in a way that is engaging, meaningful, and accessible to people from all walks of life.

The name Lifeink reflects a simple belief: that human lives leave marks upon history just as ink leaves marks upon paper. The choices people make, the words they speak, the struggles they endure, and the dreams they pursue continue to influence the world long after they are gone. Biographies allow us to learn not only about famous individuals, but also about ourselves — our strengths, weaknesses, fears, convictions, and possibilities.

This series was created with an international audience in mind. Whether the subject is a reformer, explorer, missionary, inventor, ruler, artist, thinker, serial killer  or ordinary person, my goal is to present each story in a clear, friendly, and human way. I believe history should not feel distant or dry. The people of the past laughed, suffered, hoped, doubted, and persevered just as we do today. I believe biographies have the power to encourage readers to think deeply about truth, faith, character, compassion, perseverance, and the impact one individual can have upon the world. 

I would like to thank every reader who has chosen to journey through these pages. It is my sincere hope that the Lifeink series will not only inform, but also inspire — encouraging readers to reflect upon their own lives and the legacy they themselves may leave behind.

May these stories remind us that history is not merely a collection of dates and events. It is the story of people.

Yours sincerely,

Chong Shipei (Founder of LifeInk Press)
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Few figures in history have changed the world as dramatically as Apostle Paul. Before his conversion, he was known as Saul of Tarsus — a brilliant Pharisee, a strict defender of Jewish law, and a fierce persecutor of Christians. Yet after a life-changing encounter with Jesus Christ on the road to Damascus, he became one of the greatest missionaries, theologians, and writers in the history of Christianity.

The story of Paul is a story of transformation.

His life carried him across the cities and roads of the Roman Empire, through shipwrecks, imprisonments, beatings, public trials, and countless dangers. He preached to Jews and Gentiles, spoke before governors and kings, planted churches across many regions, and wrote letters that would later become part of the New Testament. Through his ministry, the message of Jesus Christ spread far beyond Jerusalem into the wider world.

Yet Paul was more than simply a preacher or theologian. He was a deeply human man. He experienced fear, sorrow, loneliness, disappointment, physical suffering, and opposition. He also experienced friendship, hope, joy, and unwavering faith in Christ. His letters reveal not only a powerful teacher, but also a compassionate spiritual father who cared deeply for the people he served.

One reason Paul’s story remains so powerful today is because it speaks to the possibility of change. Few people in history seemed less likely to become Christians than Paul. He hunted believers and tried to destroy the church. But God’s grace reached even him. Paul’s life reminds us that no person is beyond redemption and that God can transform even the hardest heart.

Paul also helped shape Christian theology in profound ways. His teachings about grace, salvation, faith, love, forgiveness, resurrection, and the church continue to influence millions of believers around the world. Passages from his letters are quoted in churches, studied in seminaries, and cherished by Christians from many different traditions.

This book explores Paul’s life from his birth in Tarsus to his missionary journeys, imprisonments, writings, and lasting legacy. Along the way, we will see not only the events of his life, but also the spiritual journey that transformed him from persecutor to apostle.

Whether you are reading this book as a student of history, a Christian seeking spiritual encouragement, or simply someone curious about one of the most influential figures of all time, I hope Paul’s story will inspire you. His life shows how courage, conviction, sacrifice, and faith can leave a lasting mark upon the world.

Nearly two thousand years after his death, the voice of Paul still echoes across history through the pages of Scripture and the spread of Christianity itself. His journey continues to challenge, encourage, and inspire countless people today.

This is the story of the man who once tried to destroy the church — and became one of its greatest champions.
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​Chapter 1 — The Birth and Early Life of Saul of Tarsus
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​1.1 — Birth in Tarsus

The story of the Apostle Paul begins in a city filled with life, learning, trade, and many different cultures. Before he became known as Paul the missionary, church planter, and writer of letters in the New Testament, he was a young boy named Paul. He was born during a time when the Roman Empire ruled much of the known world. Many cities were crowded with merchants, travelers, soldiers, philosophers, and religious teachers. Ideas moved quickly from place to place, and people from different nations often lived side by side.

Paul’s early life shaped the man he would later become. His birthplace, his family, his education, and even his legal status as a Roman citizen all played important roles in God’s plan for his life. When we study Paul’s childhood and background, we begin to understand why he was able to speak to Jews and Gentiles alike. He understood different cultures because he grew up surrounded by them. He knew the Jewish Scriptures deeply because of his family and training. He also possessed Roman citizenship, which later protected him during dangerous moments in his ministry.

In this section, we will explore the city of Tarsus and the world in which Paul grew up. We will also look at his Jewish family heritage and the privileges that came with being a Roman citizen. These early details may seem small at first, but they became very important later in Paul’s life. God was preparing Paul long before he ever met Jesus on the road to Damascus.

​1.1.1 — The City of Tarsus and Its Culture

Paul was born in the city of Tarsus, a famous city located in the region of Cilicia. Today, this area is part of modern-day Turkey. During Paul’s lifetime, Tarsus was an important and wealthy city in the Roman Empire. It stood near major trade routes, and ships often traveled through nearby ports carrying goods from many lands. Because of this, Tarsus became a busy place filled with people from different backgrounds.

The streets of Tarsus were often crowded with merchants selling cloth, spices, food, tools, and many other items. Travelers from Greece, Rome, Egypt, Syria, and other regions passed through the city regularly. Different languages could be heard in the marketplaces. Greek culture strongly influenced the city, and many people admired Greek philosophy, art, and learning. Roman law and government also shaped everyday life.

Tarsus was known as a center of education. Some ancient writers even compared it to famous cities like Athens and Alexandria. Teachers and philosophers gathered there to discuss ideas about life, morality, religion, and government. Young Paul likely grew up hearing many opinions and beliefs around him. Even though he came from a strict Jewish background, he could not avoid seeing the larger world around him.

This environment later helped Paul become an effective missionary. When he traveled across the Roman Empire, he already understood how Gentile cities worked. He knew how to speak with educated people, merchants, government officials, and ordinary workers. He could connect with different groups because he had grown up in an international city.

Tarsus was also famous for its textile industry. Many people worked with cloth and leather. Some Bible scholars believe Paul learned tentmaking while growing up there. In Jewish culture, fathers often taught their sons a trade. Even highly educated rabbis learned practical skills so they could support themselves financially. Later in life, Paul worked as a tentmaker during parts of his ministry. This allowed him to preach the Gospel without depending entirely on financial support from others.

Religion filled the city as well. Temples dedicated to Greek and Roman gods stood in different parts of Tarsus. Idol worship was common throughout the Roman Empire. Festivals, sacrifices, and religious ceremonies happened often. Paul grew up surrounded by pagan beliefs, even though his own family worshiped only the God of Israel.

Living in such a mixed environment may have strengthened Paul’s commitment to Judaism. Jewish families living among Gentiles often worked hard to protect their traditions and identity. Paul’s parents likely taught him carefully about the Law of Moses, Jewish customs, and the Scriptures. They wanted him to remain faithful to God despite the influence of the surrounding culture.

At the same time, Paul probably became familiar with Greek language and customs from a young age. Greek was widely spoken throughout the eastern Roman Empire. This later became extremely useful during his missionary journeys. Paul eventually preached in many Greek-speaking cities and wrote letters in Greek that became part of the New Testament.

The city itself reflected the power of Rome. Roman soldiers, officials, and laws reminded everyone who ruled the land. Roads built by Rome connected cities and regions together. These roads later allowed Paul to travel widely as a missionary. In many ways, God used the Roman Empire’s system of roads, government, and common language to spread Christianity quickly.

Although Paul could not have understood it at the time, his birthplace prepared him for his future mission. God placed him in a city where he would learn about both Jewish faith and Gentile culture. This combination later made him uniquely suited to bring the message of Jesus Christ to the nations.

Tarsus was more than simply the place where Paul was born. It was the training ground of his early life. The sounds, languages, debates, and cultures of the city all helped shape the mind of the man who would one day become the Apostle Paul. Even before his conversion, God was quietly preparing him for a purpose far greater than he could imagine.

​1.1.2 — Paul’s Jewish Family and Heritage

Even though Paul grew up in a Gentile city, his family remained strongly Jewish. This identity was deeply important to them. Paul later described himself as a Hebrew of Hebrews and a Pharisee. These words reveal how seriously he and his family valued their heritage and faith.

Paul was born into the tribe of Benjamin, one of the twelve tribes of Israel. His Hebrew name, Paul, may have been chosen because Israel’s first king, King Saul, also came from the tribe of Benjamin. Jewish families often gave children names connected to important figures from Israel’s history. This may suggest that Paul’s parents hoped he would become a strong and faithful servant of God.

His family likely followed Jewish customs very carefully. From childhood, Paul would have learned the Scriptures, prayers, and commandments of the Law of Moses. Jewish parents considered it their responsibility to teach their children about God’s covenant with Israel. Paul probably memorized large portions of Scripture while still young.

The home was central to Jewish religious life. Sabbath meals, festival celebrations, and daily prayers reminded families of God’s presence and faithfulness. Paul would have grown up hearing stories about Abraham, Moses, David, Elijah, and the prophets. These stories shaped his understanding of God and His people.

Education was highly valued among Jews, especially among Pharisees. Paul’s parents likely recognized his intelligence early in life. At some point, they sent him to Jerusalem for advanced religious training. There he studied under Gamaliel, one of the most respected Jewish teachers of the time. This opportunity showed that Paul’s family probably possessed both dedication and some level of financial stability.

The Pharisees were known for their strict obedience to the Law. They believed Israel must remain holy and separate from sinful influences. Paul embraced this mindset passionately during his youth. He became deeply devoted to Jewish traditions and fiercely opposed anything he believed threatened them.

This helps explain why Paul later persecuted Christians. At first, he viewed followers of Jesus as dangerous people leading Israel away from true faith. His zeal came partly from his upbringing and education. He truly believed he was defending God’s honor.

Paul’s Jewish identity remained important even after he became a Christian. Although he became the apostle to the Gentiles, he never stopped loving his fellow Jews. In his letters, Paul often expressed sorrow that many of his people rejected Jesus as the Messiah. He understood Jewish hopes, fears, and beliefs because they were part of his own life story.

His knowledge of Scripture also became one of his greatest strengths as a Christian teacher. Paul frequently quoted the Old Testament when explaining the Gospel. He showed how Jesus fulfilled God’s promises to Israel. Without his deep Jewish education, he would not have been able to explain these connections so powerfully.

Paul’s family heritage gave him a strong spiritual foundation, even though he later needed correction and transformation through Christ. God did not waste Paul’s background. Instead, He used it. The same man who once persecuted Christians eventually became one of Christianity’s greatest defenders and teachers.

The story of Paul’s family reminds us that God can use every part of a person’s life for His purposes. Paul’s strict upbringing, knowledge of Scripture, and passion for God all became valuable after his conversion. His early years prepared him for the mission God had planned long before Paul understood it himself.

​1.1.3 — Roman Citizenship and Privileges

One of the most surprising details about Paul’s early life was his Roman citizenship. This was a special privilege during the time of the Roman Empire. Not everyone possessed it. In fact, many people spent large amounts of money trying to obtain Roman citizenship. Yet Paul was born with it.

The Bible does not fully explain how Paul’s family gained Roman citizenship. Perhaps his father or grandfather received it because of service to Rome or some special relationship with Roman authorities. Whatever the reason, this status gave Paul important legal rights that later protected him many times.

Roman citizens enjoyed privileges that ordinary people did not have. They could appeal to Roman courts, receive fair trials, and avoid certain cruel punishments. Roman law protected citizens from being beaten without trial. Citizens also had the right to appeal directly to Caesar in serious legal cases.

At first glance, Roman citizenship may not seem important for a religious leader like Paul. However, it became extremely valuable during his missionary journeys. As Paul traveled through dangerous regions and faced angry crowds, his citizenship often saved his life.

One famous example happened in Jerusalem when Roman soldiers arrested Paul during a riot. The soldiers prepared to whip him for questioning. Paul then asked a simple question: “Is it legal for you to whip a Roman citizen who has not been found guilty?” The commander immediately became afraid because punishing a Roman citizen unlawfully could bring severe consequences.

Another important moment came later when Paul appealed to Caesar. Because he was a Roman citizen, he had the legal right to have his case heard in Rome itself. This eventually brought him to the heart of the empire, where he continued preaching the Gospel.

God used Paul’s citizenship strategically. The Roman Empire had built roads connecting distant cities and regions. Roman law also created relative peace across much of the empire. These conditions allowed Christian missionaries like Paul to travel more safely and spread the message of Jesus widely.

Paul understood both Jewish and Roman worlds. This made him unique among early Christian leaders. He could speak in synagogues using the Scriptures, but he could also stand before governors and Roman officials with confidence. He knew how to navigate different cultures and legal systems.

His Roman citizenship also symbolized something deeper about his future mission. Christianity would not remain limited to one nation or ethnic group. Through apostles like Paul, the Gospel spread outward to the Gentile world. Paul himself represented this bridge between worlds. He was fully Jewish, yet also connected to the Roman system ruling the Mediterranean world.

Even before Paul met Christ, God had already arranged many details of his life. His birthplace, education, family heritage, language skills, and citizenship all became tools for future ministry. Nothing was accidental.

Looking back, we can see how perfectly God prepared Paul for the work ahead. At the time, Paul probably believed his achievements and status existed for his own success and honor. Later, after meeting Jesus, he realized everything he possessed belonged to God and should be used for God’s glory.

The story of Paul’s Roman citizenship reminds us that God often prepares people long before they recognize His plan. Circumstances, opportunities, education, and even legal status can all become part of God’s greater purpose. In Paul’s case, these privileges eventually helped carry the Gospel across the Roman Empire and into history forever.

​1.2 — Childhood and Education

The childhood of the Apostle Paul played a very important role in shaping the man he would later become. Long before he traveled across the Roman Empire preaching about Jesus Christ, Paul was a young Jewish boy growing up in the busy city of Tarsus. His early years were filled with study, discipline, religious training, and learning. He was raised in a family that cared deeply about God, the Law of Moses, and Jewish traditions. At the same time, he lived in a world strongly influenced by Greek ideas and Roman power.

Paul’s education was not simple or ordinary. From childhood, he learned the Hebrew Scriptures carefully. He was trained to respect God’s commandments and understand Jewish teachings. His family likely believed that serving God faithfully was the most important part of life. Because of this, Paul developed a serious and disciplined personality at a young age.

Yet Paul was not raised in an isolated village far away from the world. He grew up in Tarsus, a city filled with different languages, cultures, and beliefs. Greek philosophy, Roman government, and Gentile customs surrounded him every day. Even though Paul remained deeply Jewish, he could still understand the wider world around him. This became very useful later when he traveled as a missionary.

In this section, we will look closely at Paul’s early religious training, his study of the Hebrew Scriptures, and the influence of Greek and Roman society on his life. These experiences prepared him for the future in ways he could not yet understand. God was shaping Paul’s mind, character, and abilities from the very beginning.

​1.2.1 — Early Religious Training

Paul’s childhood was deeply connected to the Jewish faith. His parents were serious about serving God, and they wanted their son to grow up with strong spiritual foundations. From a very young age, Paul would have been taught that the God of Israel was the one true God. His family likely prayed daily, observed the Sabbath faithfully, and followed the commandments given through Moses.

In Jewish homes, religious training began early. Children were taught to respect God, honor their parents, and obey the Law. Paul probably listened to Scripture readings while still very young. He would have heard stories about Abraham leaving his homeland by faith, Moses leading Israel out of Egypt, David defeating Goliath, and Elijah standing courageously against false prophets. These stories shaped the thinking of Jewish children and taught them about faith, obedience, courage, and holiness.

Paul’s parents likely encouraged him to memorize Scripture. Jewish education relied heavily on memory, repetition, and careful study. Children learned passages from the Torah and repeated them often until they knew them by heart. This training helped Paul develop a sharp mind and deep knowledge of God’s Word.

As Paul grew older, his education became more serious. He likely attended a synagogue school where he studied reading, writing, and the Scriptures. Teachers explained the Law and discussed how it should be applied in daily life. Jewish boys were expected to know their faith well because religion touched every part of life. Food, clothing, worship, work, and family life were all connected to God’s commandments.

Paul especially became influenced by the Pharisees. The Pharisees were a respected Jewish group known for strict obedience to the Law. They believed that Israel needed to remain pure and faithful to God. They carefully followed traditions and taught people to avoid sin and impurity. Paul admired this way of life and embraced it fully.

As a young man, Paul became extremely zealous for Judaism. He did not simply follow religious rules casually. He was passionate about them. He wanted to please God and protect the Jewish faith from anything he believed was dangerous or false. This intense dedication later caused him to oppose Christians fiercely because he believed they threatened true worship.

Paul’s religious training also taught him discipline and self-control. He learned to study carefully, debate ideas, and defend his beliefs. These skills later became important during
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