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Of the greatest commandment, we read in Mark 12 (NIV): “28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” 29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’

Our focus is on the word “strength”. The NKJV also renders the translation as “strength”. In Matthew 22, the greatest commandment we read, “37 Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” In this instance, the word “strength” is not used. Is this important? Recently, the Lord has placed it on my heart to return to the greatest commandment, specifically as stated in Mark 12, and more specifically, how we are to serve and love the Lord with all our strength, or in other words, with all our might.

What Jesus said in Mark 12 is what Moses said in “Deuteronomy 6: 4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: 5 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.” God doesn’t change. Of Israel under the Old Covenant, He called them to serve and love Him with all their strength. Of the disciples under the New Covenant, the same applies.

So what does it then mean to serve God with all our strength? We can also ask do we really serve and love God with all our strength. For if we do, then we must make every effort, day and night, to obey God, to follow Him, to love Him, and to serve Him. We must do so with every ounce of our strength, with every ounce of conviction, and there must be no room, none whatsoever, for the world to steal our love for God, or our devotion, loyalty and faithfulness. To love God with all our strength (might) is to constantly all the time seek His will, His ways and truth. It calls for us to pay attention to God, to be serious about Him above everything else and to love Him as our First Love.

And why are we called to love Him with al ours strength? For He is a mighty God! 2 Peter 1 (NIV) for example admonishes us as follows: “5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins.” The NKJ translates “making every effort” as giving all diligence.

Paul writes the following to the church in Ephesus: “Ephesians 1: 17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 20 which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come.”

Paul prayed that the believers would be filled with wisdom, revelation and understanding in the knowledge of Christ, come to grasp the exceeding greatness of God’s power, which works according to God’s mighty power. And that power and might of God that works within all believers by the Holy Spirit is above all “principality, and power, and might, and dominion”! There is, therefore, no power or authority that is greater or stronger than God. And such power works within the believer.

We need to understand that we can serve and love God with all our might and strength, free from the worldly influences and negative, destructive forces of this world, because His strength and power is greater than anything else that works within us! Yes, by that power all creation was formed, and such power is vested in God who resides within the believer through the Spirit of God. For this reason, we can overcome, be joyous, victorious, and be at peace.

1 Corinthians 15 says, “58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” In God’s strength we can stand firm, because God is faithful. Exodus 15 declares, “2 The Lord is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation; He is my God, and I will praise Him; My father’s God, and I will exalt Him. Also read “Isaiah 33: 5 The Lord is exalted, for He dwells on high; He has filled Zion with justice and righteousness. 6 Wisdom and knowledge will be the stability of your times, and the strength of salvation; the fear of the Lord is His treasure.” In God’s strength, we can flourish and prosper, spiritually above anything else, to honour and glorify God.

Paul also writes in “Ephesians 3: 16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love.” We are, therefore, strengthened by God’s glory, and we are strengthened by the Spirit of God according to the spiritual riches (treasures) of His glory. And such glory speaks of God’s very nature, and the weightiness of His divinity works within the believer when we yield and submit to His will. Glory to God, for when we abide in His presence by His strength, we then are grounded in glorious love so that we may love and serve God with all our strength!

Paul conveys the same idea in “Colossians 1: 9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.”

Philippians 4 says, “9 And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 20 Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.” Take note, “according to His riches in glory”. We shall enjoy a life of blessing, hope, triumph and provision when we seek His glory above all when we seek to abide in such glory (read John 15) and we seek to honour God’s glory with our strength in our conduct, speech and faith.

Philippians 4 connects with Matthew 6:33, where we are urged to seek God’s Kingdom and His righteousness above all, and then rest shall be added. This scripture is part of Jesus’ teaching on the Lord’s Prayer, which embodies seeking God’s Kingdom and His will above all else, and in doing so, we are reminded that God will supply us with all our needs (according to His will and plan and purpose).

Again, Ephesians 3 speaks of being strengthened with might by his Spirit, which connects to Isaiah 11, which says, “2 And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.” We can only serve God with all our might and strength when we are led by the Spirit of God. For the Spirit leads us to serve God with wisdom, knowledge, understanding and might! Yes, in the Spirit we abide in God’s glory, and in such glory, we find the strength to serve and love God with all our strength.

This is why Philippians 4 says, “13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me,” and also “2 Corinthians 12:9: And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness. Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” And as we are strengthened by God’s strength, we walk in the reality of Isaiah 40 that says, “29 He gives power to the weak, and to those who have no might He increases strength.”

Paul was certainly a servant of God who loved God with all his strength. He was, therefore, because of his obedience and willingness to serve God able to write in “2 Timothy 4: 17 But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that the message might be preached fully through me, and that all the Gentiles might hear. Also I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. 18 And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for His heavenly kingdom. To Him be glory forever and ever.”

Glory to God, in God’s strength we find deliverance. In His glory we walk in hope. By His power we are rescued. For by His might and as we serve and the Lord by such strength we walk also in the reality of Psalm 91, where Moses reminds us that the Lord shall indeed protect His servants from the devourer, be it pestilence, sickness, spiritual attacks and from the snare of the fowler. Paul after all knew all about being strengthened by God and being delivered by God, just consider the time that he was rescued from the dangers of a shipwreck.

Another follower of God who certainly knew about being strengthened was King David, who surely served God with all of his strength. By the power of God he slew Goliath, and by the strength of God he overcame the murderous attempts of Saul and countless of enemies. He writes in “Psalm 18:1 I will love You, O Lord, my strength, the Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; My God, my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold, ... 32 It is God who arms me with strength, And makes my way perfect,” and also “Psalm 19:14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer,” and “Psalm 28:7 The Lord is my strength and my shield; My heart trusted in Him, and I am helped; Therefore my heart greatly rejoices, And with my song I will praise Him.”

Indeed, we read in “Proverbs 10:29 The way of the Lord is strength for the upright, but destruction will come to the workers of iniquity.” Glory to God. We need to seek the way of God earnestly, for on such a path we find the Lord’s strength to overcome fear, trials and tribulations. In His strength, we can endure, overcome and thrive to His glory.

There is a well-known Scripture, Ephesians 3:20-21, which reads: "Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever." This Scripture has been preached countless times in churches, yet so often it is spoken to apply within a personal context, thus self-empowerment. It is often spoken in the context that we must dream big, be creative, and achieve more in our lives, even beyond our imagination, because of the power that works within us. Ephesians 3 is often also coupled with Philippians 4 which reads: "13 I can do all things [which He has called me to do] through Him who strengthens and empowers."

The reality is that it is because of the Western mindset that life basically revolves around the person, thus the Self, that Scripture is no longer Christ-centered. And so churches have equated the above verses with personal empowerment, enrichment and fulfilment, thus a life of reaching goals and dreams to the benefit of the Self, be it in the form of a career, of becoming wealthy or even becoming famous. This even implies to kingdom-building. So churches encourage people to dream big and live big, but within the context of the Western mindset of a grand life of materialism, of need, want and earthly treasures.

Yet, when Paul wrote his epistles, and when he was speaking about Jesus who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, he was surely not thinking of a fancy lifestyle, of becoming famous, or wealthy, or notorious, or even dreaming big of a grand career in ministry or tent-making. Paul was surely thinking of the Gospel. This is man who suffered for the Gospel, and who endured opposition from the Romans, the Greeks and even his own brethren who held onto the Law. The entire life of Paul spoke of a man who was Christ-focused and Christ-centered. So when Paul spoke of doing all things through Him who strengthens and empowers, it was not about his career, reputation, or brand image. It was about the Gospel. Paul was always speaking within the context of the Gospel.

His entire life was about preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom, and not merely about his own glory. He therefore could do all things in the power of God which will benefit not the Self, but the Kingdom of God. His focus was on God, on the lost and those who still needed to be liberated from the slavery of religious mindsets, Roman Empire indoctrination and Greek philosophy. He knew the road of humility and staying humble in the service of Jesus who is the hope of Glory.

In the Amplified Bible, Philippians 4 reads as follows: “13 I can do all things [which He has called me to do] through Him who strengthens and empowers me [to fulfil His purpose—I am self-sufficient in Christ’s sufficiency).” So in terms of power that works within, which is the Holy Spirit, Paul saw it as necessary for completing his task, thus his mandate.

Peter wrote the following in “2 Peter 1:3: By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one how called us to himself by means of his marvellous glory and excellence.” 

According to Peter, we have been empowered not for self-enrichment and self-empowerment, but for godly living which exalts and glorifies the Lord. Interestingly enough, in the Eastern psyche, enlightenment and empowerment are the cause and effect of new personal awareness or consciousness. Thus, a spiritual process.

They are considered two integral parts of one learning process for self-knowledge. In the East, you cannot experience empowerment without first becoming enlightened spiritually and psychologically, as well. However, in the West, enlightenment and empowerment are often two distinctly unrelated concepts. Thus, where enlightenment and empowerment are part of a whole in Eastern culture, they are two distinct concepts in Western culture.

Merriam-Webster describes “empowerment” as the process of becoming stronger and more confident, especially in controlling one’s life or one’s rights. In churches these days, we are so focused on becoming self-empowered yet not enlightened in terms of growing truly closer to God. We thus use God for our empowerment, to grow confident and strong in our abilities to become all that we can become, yet we remain spiritually impoverished and bankrupt.

This is all to be blamed on the Western mindset of greed and power, how we view the world and even how we have viewed spiritual matters. It says in “Matthew 6: 33 But first and most importantly seek (aim at, strive after) His kingdom and His righteousness [His way of doing and being right—the attitude and character of God], and all these things will be given to you also.” Thus, according to Jesus, we must first seek enlightenment, meaning being spiritually reborn (John 3) and drawing closer to God, and then we shall be empowered not for our glory but for the glory of God. And this is why the power on high (Acts 1:7), thus the Spirit of the Lord, works within the believer, so that we can be enlightened in the knowledge and the truth of the Kingdom, and also then be empowered to obey, to be faithful, and to complete our task here on earth.

For Paul, it was never about self-empowerment without Christ, but always being empowered to glorify the Lord in the truth of the Kingdom. We have received power on high, not for self-empowerment of reaching big dreams, but to see God glorified and to preach the Gospel in its truth and in the Spirit to the world.

May we remain Christ-centred and Christ-focussed, and seek the Lord to fulfil the Great Commission and bring Him the Glory by whose power and grace we have been saved and redeemed. 

May He enlighten us to the truth of His ways and His Kingdom, for us to be empowered to run the race, keep the course and see the Kingdom established in many lives. 
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The Hebrew Scriptures are filled with rich, powerful words that reveal different dimensions of God’s strength, victory, warfare, deliverance, kingship, and triumphant power. Hebrew often paints spiritual realities with layered imagery, so each word carries its own atmosphere and theological depth.

Together, these terms create a magnificent picture of God as warrior, deliverer, King, defender, conqueror, refuge, and Mighty One. Here are several profound Hebrew words and concepts closely tied to divine strength, victory, warfare, and overcoming.

1. Gevurah (גְּבוּרָה) — Might, Power, Heroic Strength

Gevurah speaks of mighty acts, heroic strength, conquering power, divine authority, and warrior-like majesty. It often describes God’s mighty deeds in battle and deliverance. This is not passive power — it is active, manifest strength.

2. Gibbor (גִּבּוֹר) — Mighty Warrior, Champion

From the same root as Gevurah comes Gibbor, which means mighty man, warrior, champion, and hero. One of the most powerful titles of God is El Gibbor, which means “Mighty God”. Found in Isaiah 9:6 concerning the Messiah. This portrays God as undefeatable, mighty in battle, victorious over enemies, and powerful to save. For believers, this means Christ is not merely the Saviour; He is the conquering King and Divine Warrior.

3. Yasha / Yeshuah (יָשַׁע / יְשׁוּעָה) — Salvation, Deliverance, Rescue

The root Yasha means to save, deliver, rescue, liberate, or bring into safety. This is deeply tied to warfare and victory because salvation in Hebrew thought often means deliverance from enemies, oppression, danger, and bondage. The name Jesus Christ (Yeshua) comes directly from this root. Thus, Christ’s very name declares: “The LORD saves.”

4. Shamar (שָׁמַר) — Guard, Watch, Protect

Shamar speaks of God’s protective strength. It means to guard, keep, preserve, watch over, or protect vigilantly. God is portrayed as the Keeper of His people. This has warfare implications because it describes divine protection against danger and spiritual attack. Believers walk victoriously knowing God watches over them.

5. Machseh (מַחְסֶה) — Refuge, Shelter

This word portrays God as a fortress, a hiding place, a defensive shelter, and a protective refuge. Victory in Scripture is not always advancing; sometimes it is being preserved under God’s covering. The Psalms repeatedly describe God as a refuge during warfare and trouble.

6. Sela (סֶלַע) — Rock, Stronghold

God is repeatedly called rock, fortress, and high tower. Sela conveys immovability, stability, defensive strength, and unshakable protection. This is covenant security amidst battle. For believers, Christ becomes the unshakable Rock upon which victory stands.

7. Tsur (צוּר) — Massive Rock, Strength

Similar to Sela, but even deeper. Tsur emphasises enduring strength, permanence, reliability, and  divine stability. God as Tsur means that He cannot be moved, defeated, or overthrown.

8. Adonai Tzeva’ot (אֲדֹנָי צְבָאוֹת) — LORD of Hosts

One of the most powerful warfare titles of God. This portrays God as commander of Heaven’s armies, supreme King over angelic hosts, and divine Warrior ruling over all powers. This title appears frequently during times of battle, crisis, and confrontation. For believers, it means the armies of Heaven stand under God’s command.

9. Kana (קָנָא) — Jealous Zeal, Fiery Passion

This word reveals God’s burning zeal for His covenant and people. It often appears in contexts of warfare, judgment against evil, and divine intervention. God fights for His people with holy zeal. This is not insecurity; it is covenant passion and righteous fire.

10. Ruach (רוּחַ) — Spirit, Wind, Breath

God’s Spirit empowers victory. Ruach conveys divine empowerment, supernatural force, life-giving power, and spiritual movement. Many victories in Scripture happen through the empowering Ruach of God.

11. Barak (בָּרַק) — Lightning

This word symbolises sudden divine power, heavenly warfare, swift judgment, and overwhelming force. The imagery of lightning often accompanies God’s majesty and battle power.

12. Esh (אֵשׁ) — Fire

God’s fire represents holiness, judgment, purification, zeal, glory, and consuming power. The fire of God purifies believers, destroys darkness, and empowers holy living.

When these concepts are brought together, Scripture reveals God as:

* El Gibbor — the Mighty Warrior

* Adonai Tzeva’ot — Commander of Heaven’s armies

* Yad Chazaqah — the Mighty Hand

* Tsur — the Unshakable Rock

* Machseh — the Refuge

* Yeshuah — the Deliverer

* Esh Okhlah — the Consuming Fire

* Ruach — the Empowering Spirit

* Gevurah — Divine Might

* Nitzachon — Overcoming Victory

* Chazaq — Strength and Courage

All of these ultimately converge in Jesus Christ. He is Deliverer, Warrior King, Saviour, Redeemer, and victorious Lord. These words are not merely theological concepts. They shape the believer’s spiritual walk. They remind believers that God fights for His people, victory belongs to Him, spiritual strength comes from Him, and overcoming is possible through His Presence. The believer walks in victory not through self-reliance, but through union with the mighty God who delivers, strengthens, empowers, and protects, and triumphs over darkness.
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Isaiah 14: 24 The Lord of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand.

It these days of storms, trials, perils, terrors, and upheavals, servants of God, it is good to know whom we serve. We do not serve a small god. Among the many titles and descriptions of God in Scripture, few are as majestic, awe-inspiring, and weighty as The Lord of Hosts. This title reveals God not merely as Creator, Father, or Shepherd, but as the supreme Commander of Heaven’s armies. He is the sovereign King who rules over all powers, authorities, nations, angels, and spiritual dominions.

The phrase carries thunder within it. It speaks of divine authority, heavenly warfare, covenant protection, righteous judgment, holy government, and unstoppable dominion. Throughout both the Old and New Testaments, this revelation of God shaped how believers understood victory, worship, fear, holiness, and spiritual conflict.

The phrase “Lord of Hosts” is translated from the Hebrew: YHWH Tseva’ot (יְהוָה צְבָאוֹת). YHWH (יהוה) is the covenant name of God, often rendered as Yahweh or Jehovah. It speaks of the Eternal One, the Self-Existing One, I AM THAT I AM, and the God who was, is, and is to come. Tseva’ot (צְבָאוֹת) is derived from tsava (צָבָא), meaning army, warfare, host, and multitude arranged for battle, military company, and heavenly armies.

The Lord of Hosts, therefore, means the Commander of Heaven’s Armies, the God who rules over all powers, the Supreme General of angelic hosts, the King over heavenly and earthly armies, and the Sovereign over all spiritual dominions. This title appears more than 250 times in Scripture, especially in the prophets.

What are the “hosts”?  The “hosts” are not limited to one thing. Scripture uses the term to describe several realms under God’s command. This includes the vast multitudes of angels who serve God. When the prophet Elisha’s servant feared the surrounding enemy army, Elisha prayed that his eyes would be opened: “And the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.” The unseen heavenly hosts were already present. God is therefore revealed as commander of angels, ruler of heavenly armies, and master over spiritual warfare.

The heavens themselves are sometimes called God’s host. The stars move according to divine order and command. Scripture portrays creation as an organized kingdom under divine government. This reveals cosmic authority, universal sovereignty, and divine order over creation itself.

Kings may believe they possess power, yet Scripture repeatedly declares that God rules over nations. Empires rise and fall under His authority. The Lord of Hosts governs nations, kingdoms, wars, thrones, and history itself. No ruler stands outside His sovereignty.

Israel itself was sometimes called the “hosts” of the Lord. God viewed His covenant people as an army under His banner. This becomes deeply significant spiritually, because believers are not merely individuals; they are part of God’s kingdom host.

One of the earliest and most powerful uses appears in the life of Hannah. In her barrenness and grief, she cried to “the Lord of Hosts”. Why is this important? Because she appealed to the God who commands Heaven, the God who overrules impossibilities, and the God whose authority transcends natural limitations. The Lord of Hosts answered her prayer and brought forth Samuel — a prophet who would shift the spiritual direction of Israel. The Lord of Hosts is not only a God of war. e is also a God of intervention.

One of the most famous declarations in Scripture comes from young David before Goliath. David said: “I come to thee in the name of the Lord of Hosts.” David understood something Saul had forgotten. Saul trusted armour, stature, military structure, and visible strength. David trusted covenant, divine authority, and heavenly backing. David knew he was not standing alone. The battle therefore was not merely David versus Goliath, but the armies of Heaven versus the spirit defying God. The Lord of Hosts transforms how believers view conflict.

Let us remember that God is never outnumbered.  Human beings count armies, but God commands them. No circumstance intimidates Him, no demonic power overwhelms Him, and no empire threatens His throne. The Lord of Hosts means heaven possesses overwhelming superiority.

Let us remember that Scripture repeatedly shows angelic conflict, spiritual resistance, heavenly intervention, and divine warfare. The Lord of Hosts is actively engaged in defending righteousness, restraining evil, and establishing His purposes. Again and again in Scripture, Israel could not win naturally, yet victory came supernaturally. Walls fell. Armies fled. Enemies turned on each other. The Lord of Hosts reveals divine advocacy, covenant defence, and supernatural intervention. The Lord of Hosts is a King of order. This title reveals divine structure, authority, rank, and kingdom government. God is not chaotic. He rules with wisdom, order, authority, and precision.

The prophets used the title Lord of Hosts constantly because Israel repeatedly forgot God’s majesty. When nations threatened Israel, the prophets declared: “Thus saith the Lord of Hosts”. This phrase carried judicial authority. It was heaven’s decree. The title emphasised God’s authority over kings, God’s power over empires, God’s coming judgment, and God’s covenant faithfulness. Even when Israel was weak, exiled, or broken, the prophets reminded them that their God still ruled Heaven’s armies.

Interestingly, this title is also strongly connected to holiness. The seraphim cry: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts.” Why? Because true power belongs only to true holiness. God’s armies are not driven by corruption, ambition, or cruelty. His warfare is righteous. His kingdom is holy. His authority is pure. This distinguishes Him from earthly rulers. 

Although the exact phrase Lord of Hosts appears less frequently in the New Testament, the revelation continues powerfully. The Greek form is Kyrios Sabaoth. The New Testament reveals Jesus Himself operating in this authority. When Jesus was arrested, He declared He could call more than twelve legions of angels. This was a direct revelation of heavenly hosts under divine authority. At His birth heavenly hosts appeared praising God. At His resurrection, angelic power shook the earth. At His return, Christ comes with the armies of Heaven. The Lord of Hosts, therefore, finds its fullest revelation in Christ the King.

The apostles understood believers were engaged in spiritual conflict. Paul writes in Ephesians 6 that we wrestle not against flesh and blood that believers possess spiritual armour, and principalities and powers exist. The Church is therefore not merely a gathering; it is a spiritual kingdom under divine command. Christ is portrayed as victorious King, conqueror, ruler over powers, and head over all dominion.

So if God is the Lord of Hosts, believers are never abandoned because heaven is not powerless. We can rejoice, for God is not reacting helplessly. Even unseen battles remain under divine authority. Throughout Scripture, prayer often preceded divine intervention. When believers pray, heaven moves, spiritual resistance is confronted, and God’s purposes advance. Prayer is not merely emotional comfort; it is participation in kingdom authority.

The New Testament repeatedly uses military imagery. This does not promote earthly violence. Rather, it reveals spiritual vigilance, perseverance, holiness, and faithfulness. The Lord of Hosts assures believers that evil does not win. Though darkness may rage temporarily, Scripture consistently points toward Christ’s triumph, final judgment, restoration, and the establishment of God’s kingdom.

Indeed, He is El Shaddai (God Almighty). This speaks of power, sufficiency, nourishment, and covenant provision. He is Jehovah Jireh (The Lord Will Provide). This speaks of provision, divine foresight, and faithfulness. He is Jehovah Rapha (The Lord Who Heals). This speaks of restoration, healing, and renewal. He is Jehovah Shalom (The Lord Is Peace). This speaks of wholeness, rest, and reconciliation. He is Jehovah Rohi (The Lord My Shepherd). This speaks of guidance, care, and protection.

What a wonderful God we serve! He is the Lord of Hosts, which speaks of Kingship, dominion, warfare, government, authority, majesty, and heavenly rule. It reveals God not only tenderly, but triumphantly. He is Saviour and King. The Lord of Hosts is not merely a terrifying warrior image. He is holy yet merciful, powerful yet compassionate, and majestic yet near to His people. The same God who commands angel armies also hears prayer, comforts the broken, and defends the weak. And shepherds His people. His warfare is always connected to righteousness, covenant, redemption, justice, and truth.

To know God as the Lord of Hosts is to understand heaven is governed, evil is limited, God reigns supreme, believers are not abandoned, and Christ is victorious. This title calls believers to reverence, courage, holiness, faith, and steadfastness. The Lord of Hosts stands above every throne, every principality, every earthly kingdom, and every spiritual power. And Scripture declares that one day the kingdoms of this world will become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ. The Lord of Hosts will fully reveal His kingdom, and every power will bow before Him.
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Joshua 14- Strength for war
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When Caleb speaks in Joshua 14:11, he says, “I am still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out; my strength now is as my strength was then, for war, both for going out and coming in.” He is not merely boasting about physical fitness. He is revealing a life of sustained inner strength, unwavering faith, and readiness for battle, even after 45 years of waiting.

And so the Lord has placed it on my heart that we need to pray that we are strengthened once again for the spiritual war. Make no mistake, we are in a war, and the revival will not come without a spiritual fight. We need to be strengthened for war, yet so many believers have lost such strength. 

They have the strength to build their kingdoms, their reputation, their wealth, and their following, yet no strength to engage in the fight to see the captives set free. Indeed, the church has become so preoccupied with the Self, with tangible agendas and worldly-driven desires and pleasures, that we are hardly focused upon the spiritual war anymore. After all, so many in the church even deny there is a war, or a devil, or demons!

What Caleb’s “strength for war” really means is unfading faith over time. Caleb’s strength was rooted in trust in God’s promise, not in youthful energy. While others lost courage, he remained aligned with God’s word. Spiritually, this means your strength comes from what you believe about God, not what you see. Time, delay, and opposition should not erode conviction. Many believers don’t lose battles because of the enemy; they lose them because of weariness in waiting.

Earlier, in Numbers 14:24, God says Caleb had “a different spirit.” This is key. His strength was not fear-driven like the other spies, not crowd-influenced, and not circumstance-controlled. It was a spirit anchored in God’s perspective. Spiritually, strength for war means seeing giants as conquerable, seeing promises as already secured, and refusing to adopt the mindset of defeat. Yet we are so blinded by our ambitions and so consumed by our self-centred pursuits that we have become like King Saul. Indeed, Saul was left spiritually paralysed when facing the giant, for he had no real strength for this fight.

The contrast between David and Saul is one of the clearest biblical pictures of where true strength for war comes from and how it is lost. Their story is not really a story about a shepherd defeating a giant. It is a revelation of spiritual strength vs. natural strength. When David steps onto the battlefield in 1 Samuel 17, he is already a warrior, just not publicly recognised. As a shepherd, David fought lions, bears, and threats no one else saw. These were not random events. They were God-appointed training grounds. “The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from this Philistine.” (1 Samuel 17:37)

His strength came from experience with God’s faithfulness, private victories before public battles, and dependence, not self-confidence. Spiritual strength is built in hidden places before it is tested in visible battles. It is the reality of Psalm 91. So many of the Faith have abandoned the hidden places and have not really been tested on the battlefield. Where then is the strength to stand in this last hour of such darkness and peril?

While others saw a giant too big to fight, David saw a man defying the living God. 1 Samuel 17:26 says, “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine?” These days, so many believers are more scared of the devil than God! And so they have lost the strength for war. Strength for war, after all, comes from how you see through God’s perspective, not natural intimidation. David’s confidence was not in his sling; it was in a covenant relationship with God. 1 Samuel 17:45 says, “I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts.” We have lost our strength for war, for we are no longer grounded in the Covenant, and no longer walk the path of holiness and purity.

At one time, Saul was chosen by God, empowered for leadership, and physically impressive. But by the time of Goliath, something had shifted. In 1 Samuel 17, Saul is afraid, He is passive, and He is unable to act. This is the same man who once led Israel in battle. What changed? The root of Saul’s decline was disobedience. Earlier, in 1 Samuel 15, Saul disobeys God. As a result, he loses divine favour, and the Spirit of the Lord departs from him. From that point, fear replaces courage, insecurity replaces authority, and torment replaces clarity. You don’t lose strength suddenly; you lose it when you drift out of obedience and alignment.

Why then have so many in the church lost their strength for war? Is it not because of disobedience? Is it not because we are no longer aligned with God? Is it not that we have forged our own path and have followed our truth and plans?

Goliath represents intimidation, opposition, and defiance against God. David represents faith, authority, and covenant strength. The victory was decided before the stone was released. It was decided in belief, identity, and alignment with God. By the time we reach 1 Samuel 31, Saul is overwhelmed in battle, fear dominates him, and he takes his own life. This is tragic, but deeply instructive. Strength without God cannot be sustained, because position cannot replace presence and anointing cannot remain where obedience is absent. Many have lost strength for war these days because we have lost our identity in Christ. Our faith has been shaken, for we place our belief in our strength and the false gold of this world.

True “strength for war” is not physical ability, personality, or position; it is sustained alignment with God, confidence in His authority, and faith built through experience with Him. Yet we have sought personality, position and self-centred ability above God’s Presence. Is it any wonder we fear more the giants and the hordes of hell than God? For if we feared God, we would obey with zeal, and we would have the strength for war.

We can either be like David, who was strengthened over time through intimacy with God. Or we can become like Saul, who was weakened over time through distance from God. True strength for the spiritual war lies in our hunger for God, in our submission, and yielding to His Kingdom. Yet if we pursue intimacy with the world, we shall surely find that our strength fades. For those who seek the path of God, they must fight their hidden battles well, guard their obedience, and stay aligned with God. This is from where strength for war flows. Because when your Goliath appears, you will not need to become strong; you will already be.

At 85, Caleb doesn’t ask for rest; he asks for Hebron, the mountain still occupied by giants. This is the opposite of spiritual complacency. True spiritual strength means you don’t retire from purpose, you don’t avoid difficult territory, and you run toward what requires faith. Yet, have we not become spiritually complacent as followers of Christ? Have we not turned a blind eye to the atrocities and abominations of the world? Have we not been silent as the world burns amid the rise of New Age teachings and other kinds of religions, philosophies, and ideologies?

Caleb waited decades while an entire generation died in the wilderness. Yet there is no resentment, no complaint, and no loss of passion. That is a rare strength. Spiritual bitterness weakens you more than battles do, and endurance purified by trust produces authority. Believers cultivate this kind of strength by feeding on the Word consistently. Strength is built the same way physical muscle is built, through repeated resistance. Speak and meditate on God’s promises daily, and let truth override emotion. Jesus Himself resisted the enemy using Scripture (see Matthew 4). You do so by developing spiritual endurance through testing. Strength is not given; it is formed. Trials are not interruptions; they are training grounds, and each battle you endure strengthens your spiritual muscle.

Caleb refused to agree with the negative report. We must reject fear-filled narratives, limit voices that weaken faith, and align our speech with God’s truth. Scripture says Caleb “wholly followed the Lord.” Strength comes from consistent obedience in small things and integrity when no one sees.  Spiritual authority is built in private before it is revealed in battle. Caleb never forgot the promise of the land. Many believers lose strength because they lose vision. So keep your calling in front of you and don’t drift into comfort or distraction.  

Spiritual “strength for war” is not aggression; it is steadfastness when attacked, clarity when confusion comes, faith when circumstances contradict promise, peace under pressure. It means you stand when others retreat, believe when others doubt, and advance when others hesitate. Caleb’s strength ultimately points to a spiritual principle: strength is sustained by alignment with God, not by human ability. In New Testament terms, this echoes being “strong in the Lord” (Ephesians 6:10) and fighting the “good fight of faith” (1 Timothy 6:12).  Caleb did not just survive the wilderness; he came out battle-ready. That is the call for believers: not just to endure life, but to emerge with strength, clarity, and courage intact.

It says in “Acts 15: 32 Now Judas and Silas, themselves being prophets also, exhorted and strengthened the brethren with many words.” And also in the same chapter: “40 but Paul chose Silas and departed, being commended by the brethren to the grace of God. 41 And he went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.”

To strengthen implies moving from a state of weakness to a state of strength. And I believe the church is finding itself in a state of weakness. The church can only be strong when it abides in the strength of God, thus moving in the power of the Holy Spirit. In alignment with God’s will and truth, as we yield to the Spirit of God, can we again be strengthened for the spiritual war? We can only be strong when moving in the conviction and assurance of the Gospel, in faith, in hope and in trust, which is only possible when surrendered, yielded and submitted completely and utterly to God. The church has become weak not because God is weak but because the church has moved from a place of strength and into a place of doubt, fear and uncertainty.  It has gradually and subsequently moved out of the position of operating in the Spirit to operate more in the flesh (Matthew 26:41: watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak); from a position of grace to a position of legalism; and from a position of truth to a position of deception. 

Romans 8:26 declares that the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. Paul also wrote in “Colossians 1: 9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light.”

The Church can only be strong for war when operating in the manifested strength of God, thus the inner working of the Spirit and the resurrected power of God. Weakness is a result of man’s endeavours and efforts, driven by the Self, thus the own spirit, seeks to transplant the work of the Holy Spirit. Indeed, this is when man seeks to become ruler of the harvest instead of worshipping and serving the Lord of the Harvest!

The church has become weakened because of division driven by man-made agendas, programmes, ideas, tradition and religion. It has become weakened by the growth of false doctrines, prophecies, and fables pretending to be truth. It has become weakened because of men have become lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God and they having a form of godliness but denying its power (2 Timothy 3). The church has become weak because it has allowed for doctrines of demons to slip in (1 Timothy 4:1),

Yes, the church has become weakened because of the dreamers that defile the flesh, reject authority, who are spots at the love feasts, clouds without water, raging waves of the sea, foaming up their own shame and thus wandering stars for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever (Book of Jude).

Paul wrote in “2 Timothy 4:17: But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that the message might be preached fully through me, and that all the Gentiles might hear. Also I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.” We read in Luke 43 of Jesus: “Then an angel appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Him.” Yes, Jesus and Paul needed to be strengthened, and more than ever, I believe the Church needs to be strengthened, and this can only happen by preaching and teaching the truth, thus edifying, uplifting, encouraging and exhorting in the power of God. This is a time for real, authentic, genuine and sincere prophetic and apostolic guidance, and for the Church to be strengthened in the fear and faith of God again. This is a time for the Church to arise from her slumber and to be strengthened to arise from the coma to become the bearer of Christ’s light and truth.

Paul wrote in Ephesians 3:16 as a prayer, “that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man.” Jesus said to Simon, also known as Peter, in “Luke 22: 32 But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.” Simon would betray Jesus three times, but he was restored in ministry when the resurrected Jesus met him on the shore. And the mandate to Peter was to strengthen his brethren.

I believe this is a critical time to strengthen the brethren for the spiritual war in Spirit and truth. This is a critical time to counter the darkness with the true light of God, to continue uplifting, so that the Church may know the reality of Isaiah 40 which says: “Lift up your eyes on high, and see who has created these things, who brings out their host by number; He calls them all by name, by the greatness of His might and the strength of His power; not one is missing.” In such revelation of God and His might and glory, truly the following shall manifest: 31 But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” May the Church be strengthened!

The Horn of Salvation

WHEN IT COMES TO BEING strengthened for war, consider the term horn of salvation. It deeply connects to spiritual strength, deliverance, and victory. The key reference is in “Luke 1:69: He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of His servant David.” This was spoken by Zechariah, pointing directly to Jesus.

In biblical language, a horn represents strength, authority, power in battle, and kingly dominion. This imagery comes from animals like rams or oxen, whose horns are their weapons of victory. So the “Horn of Salvation” is not passive salvation; it is salvation with power to defeat enemies.

Jesus is not only the Saviour, but He is deliverer, conqueror, and reigning King. This is why we need to be in alignment with God, which means riding under His banner and bowing before the House of Yah. Psalm 18:2 says, “The Lord is... my horn of salvation,” and 2 Samuel 22:3, which declares God as a saving strength. Salvation here includes rescue from bondage. victory over enemies, and establishment in authority.

Deliverance is not separate from salvation; it is an expression of it. Because Jesus is the Horn of Salvation, He breaks oppression, He overthrows spiritual enemies, and He restores authority to the believer. This aligns with the mission of Christ: setting captives free and destroying the works of darkness. Deliverance is the demonstration of the Horn’s power.

The Horn of Salvation means you are not fighting for victory; you are fighting from victory. This connects to Ephesians 6:10, which reminds us to be strong in the Lord. Your strength is borrowed from Christ, backed by His authority, and sustained by His finished work. You stand firm because the Horn has already been raised.

In 1 Timothy 6:12, believers are told to fight the “good fight of faith.” What makes it good? Because the outcome is already secured and the victory is already won in Christ. The Horn of Salvation guarantees your fight is not uncertain, and your resistance is not in vain. Faith becomes the way you enforce what the Horn has accomplished.

The Horn of Salvation is not just about being rescued; it’s about being positioned in victory. This means you don’t live under oppression, you overcome it; you don’t live in fear, you walk in authority; and you don’t merely survive, you advance. 

This echoes Romans 8:37, which tells us we are more than conquerors. 1 Corinthians 15:57 says, “Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory.” The Horn of Salvation is Christ’s victorious power. That power breaks bondage, and equips believers to stand in victory in the spiritual war.

The Horn of Salvation is not just raised for you, it is raised as your strength. Just like Caleb had strength for war, believers today draw from Christ’s victory, stand in unshakable authority, and advance without fear. Glory to God, the Horn has been lifted, so victory has been secured and the authority has been given. 

Now stand, fight, and walk in it!

Declaration

BELIEVERS ARE NOT CALLED to passive existence, we are called into alignment with the will, authority, and nature of God. And where there is alignment with God, there is inevitable opposition. Spiritual war is not optional; it is the environment in which truth stands, light advances, and righteousness is upheld.

We declare that because we are aligned with God, we refuse complacency. We cultivate an aptitude for spiritual war—training our discernment, sharpening our understanding, and standing firm in truth. We do not remain unskilled or unaware, but we grow in readiness, equipped to recognize the strategies that oppose the purposes of God.

We also cultivate an appetite for this engagement, not out of aggression, but out of conviction. We hunger for righteousness, we desire the advancement of God’s kingdom, and we are drawn to stand where truth must prevail. We do not shrink back from the battle; we step forward with clarity, knowing who we are and whom we serve.

We declare that we are watchful, disciplined, and steadfast. Our alignment with God produces in us a readiness to stand, a willingness to engage, and a commitment to endure. We are not driven by fear, but by faith. Not by confusion, but by truth. Not by weakness, but by the strength that comes from God. We stand firm. We remain engaged. We walk in victory.
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Gevurah — the strength and majestic power of God
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Among the profound Hebrew concepts that reveal the nature of God and the calling of His people, few are as rich and layered as gevurah. The word carries themes of strength, might, authority, discipline, courage, restraint, victorious power, and heroic endurance. Gevurah is not merely physical strength. It is strength governed by righteousness, holiness, wisdom, and divine purpose. It reveals both the greatness of God and the kind of spiritual strength believers are called to walk in.

The Hebrew word is גְּבוּרָה (Gevurah), which is derived from the root גָּבַר (gavar). It means to prevail, to become mighty, to be strong, to overpower, and to rise in strength. Gevurah, therefore, speaks of active manifested strength that prevails. It is not a passive ability. It is demonstrated might, overcoming power, and strength in operation.

In Scripture, Gevurah is frequently associated with God’s mighty acts, His sovereign rule, His power in battle, His majestic greatness, and His ability to save, judge, and deliver. David declares in 1 Chronicles 29:11, “Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and ..., “Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, the power.” The Hebrew concept behind such declarations is deeply connected to gevurah.

The Hebrew word gevurah and its related forms appear throughout the Old Testament in connection with might, mighty acts, strength, heroic power, victory and divine greatness. The exact English translation varies depending on the context, so many readers do not realise they are encountering the same Hebrew root repeatedly. From the primary root also comes Gibbor (mighty man, warrior, hero), and Gevurot (mighty acts).

Psalm 145:11–12 says, “They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power.” The word for “power” is גְּבוּרָתֶךָ (gevuratekha). This verse connects gevurah directly to God’s kingdom,  His majesty, and His sovereign rule. 1 Chronicles 29:11 says, “Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power.” The word “power” is הַגְּבוּרָה (ha-gevurah). David is declaring that all might belongs to God, all strength originates from Him, and all dominion flows from His greatness. This verse became foundational in Jewish liturgy and theology. Psalm 106:2 speaks of the mighty acts of God. It says, “Who can utter the mighty acts of the LORD?” Mighty acts are גְּבוּרוֹת (gevurot), which means mighty deeds, manifestations of divine power, and acts of victorious strength. This often refers to Exodus miracles, judgments, deliverances, and covenant victories.

Isaiah 3:2 says, “The mighty man, and the man of war.” Mighty man is גִּבּוֹר (gibbor). This is the warrior form derived from the same root family. This is deeply connected to David’s mighty men, heroic warriors, and champions. Psalm 24:8 says, “The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.” Mighty is גִּבּוֹר (gibbor). Here God Himself is called YHWH Gibbor Milchamah. This is Gevurah in active warfare imagery.  Isaiah 9:6 also says, “And His name shall be called... Mighty God.” Mighty God is אֵל גִּבּוֹר (El Gibbor). It means heroic God and warrior God. This directly connects gevurah to the Messiah.

Jeremiah 32:18 speaks of the “The Great, the Mighty God.” Again, this is הַגִּבּוֹר (ha-gibbor). God is portrayed as supreme in power, unconquerable, and majestic in might. Psalm 89:13 says of God the following, “You have a mighty arm.” Mighty here stems from the same gevurah family. This imagery symbolises victorious intervention, covenant power, and divine rulership.

So the gevurah family consistently points toward prevailing strength, covenant victory, divine authority, steadfast courage, and manifested power. And this culminates ultimately in Christ as El Gibbor — Mighty God. One of the deepest truths about gevurah is this: Biblical might is never separated from covenant relationship. The mighty men were mighty because they aligned with the king. Believers become spiritually strong because they align with Christ. Thus gevurah is not merely about strength itself, but about strength flowing from alignment with God’s kingdom, purposes, and presence.

It is more than raw power. This is crucial. Biblical strength is never mere aggression. True gevurah is power under divine order, authority submitted to holiness, and strength governed by wisdom. In Hebrew thought, it speaks of uncontrolled power as destruction and righteous strength. Thus God’s might is always connected to justice, holiness, covenant, mercy, and truth.

Gevurah reveals that God is unconquerable, supreme in authority, victorious over darkness, and sovereign over creation. This is why Scripture repeatedly celebrates His mighty arm, His mighty works, and His mighty acts among nations. The Exodus itself is a manifestation of gevurah: Pharaoh resisted and empires opposed God, yet God prevailed. Gevurah is therefore divine victory revealed in action.

There is indeed a profound connection between gevurah and the mighty men of David. David’s mighty men embody many principles associated with gevurah.  These warriors were not merely strong soldiers. They were covenant warriors, loyal men, courageous men, and men who prevailed under impossible circumstances. They demonstrated endurance, loyalty, courage, and sacrificial strength.

They showed courage against overwhelming odds. One man stood against hundreds. This reflects prevailing strength and steadfastness under pressure. Their might flowed from covenant loyalty to David. Spiritually, true gevurah flows from devotion to the King. They also fought until their hands clung to the sword. This is spiritual imagery: perseverance, faithfulness, and unwavering commitment. When others fled, mighty men remained. This is gevurah, for it speaks of steadfast strength that refuses compromise.

Serving God requires far more than gifting. Without gevurah, calling collapses under pressure, gifting becomes unstable, and ministry becomes emotional performance. Biblical ministry requires endurance, courage, spiritual resilience, and disciplined obedience. True ministry involves spiritual warfare, perseverance, serving through hardship, and remaining faithful in obscurity, carrying burdens without quitting. Paul reflects gevurah when he says, “Fight the good fight”, “endure hardness”, and “stand firm”. It is also connected to servanthood. This may seem paradoxical, but in Scripture, the strongest are often the servants. Jesus Himself demonstrated ultimate gevurah: not through domination but through obedience, sacrifice, endurance, and victory over sin and death. The Cross is divine gevurah hidden within humility.

Gevurah applies directly to spiritual warfare. It is not emotional aggression, human striving, or fleshly force. But spiritual authority, steadfast faith, disciplined obedience, and truth stand against darkness. The believer’s strength comes from God’s Spirit, covenant identity, and divine empowerment. One of the deepest Hebrew implications of gevurah is restraint. Ancient Hebrew thought viewed self-control as greater than reckless strength. This aligns with Proverbs: “He who rules his spirit is greater than he who takes a city.” Thus gevurah includes emotional discipline, wisdom, patience, and controlled strength.

Though the Hebrew word itself is not used in Greek writings, the concept continues strongly. Jesus embodies gevurah in His authority over demons, power over sickness, endurance in suffering, and victory over death. The Apostles demonstrate gevurah through boldness under persecution, endurance under suffering, and unwavering faithfulness. Paul especially reflects gevurah: perseverance through affliction, spiritual endurance, and steadfastness in calling.

For believers, gevurah means strength from God. This is not self-generated power. It means endurance in calling, which means remaining faithful when challenged. It means courage in truth, which means standing firm in righteousness. It also means discipline in character, which speaks of strength governed by holiness. Indeed, believers are called to walk in victory through submission, which speaks of prevailing through obedience to God.  Gevurah transforms identity. A believer is not called to weakness, compromise, instability, or fear-driven living. But to become spiritually steadfast, courageous, faithful, and mature.

God does not merely call people. He forms them. Often through wilderness seasons, testing, battles, waiting, and responsibility. This is because gevurah is forged. David’s mighty men were formed in caves before the battlefields. Likewise, believers are shaped through endurance, surrender, and faithfulness. In Hebrew understanding, gevurah without mercy becomes harshness. Strength without love becomes tyranny. Thus, biblical maturity requires gevurah (strength), and chesed (lovingkindness). This balance is perfectly revealed in Christ: Lion and Lamb, authority and compassion, and power and mercy. Gevurah is God’s strength for judgment and protection.

Gevurah is the strength of God revealed through holiness, courage, endurance, authority, disciplined power, and covenant faithfulness. It is the strength behind David’s mighty men, the endurance behind faithful ministry, the courage behind spiritual warfare, and the steadfastness required for serving God. And ultimately, Gevurah reaches its fullest revelation in Christ, who overcame not merely by force, but through obedience, sacrifice, resurrection, and eternal victory. True gevurah is not merely the power to fight. It is the power to remain faithful to God, prevail in truth, endure in righteousness, and stand unmoved until His purposes are fulfilled.

.
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Strengthened in the presence of El Gibbor
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In Exodus 33 we read, “11 The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent.” Take note of Joshua “did not leave the tent”. Yes, he longed for God. He longed to be with God. Do we have such a desire? Do we have such an urgency to dwell in God’s presence, where there is fullness of joy and hope? David wrote in “Psalm 42:1 As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God.” He also said in “Psalm 140:13 Surely the righteous shall give thanks to Your name; the upright shall dwell in Your presence.”  

To worship God is based on a relationship, not religion. In Psalm 139:7, we read, “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence?” God’s presence is always available to God’s people through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. God is also omnipresent, meaning He is always present even if we aren’t aware of it.  Yes, we must seek God’s presence.

Moses understood the critical importance of being led by God’s Presence when, in Exodus 33, he cried, “15 Then Moses said to him, 'If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here.” In Psalm 51:11, David said: “Do not cast me away from Your presence, and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.” In 1 Samuel 16, we learn (verse 14) that “the Spirit of the Lord had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord tormented him.” Saul had become rebellious, seeking life after the flesh instead of serving God’s will. In Ezekiel 10, the glory departed from the Jewish temple because of Israel’s wickedness. Remember, during that time God’s presence was visible, tangible, yet dwelled only in the Holy of Holies, even though the Spirit of God was active among His servants but not yet poured out.

It is indeed fearful when we are left to wander this earth without the presence of God! A church without the presence of God is a mere building of noise and senseless activities! Ministry without the presence of God is powerless! The apostle Paul walked in the presence of God, therefore, in God’s power, and so he wrote in “1 Corinthians 2: 4 My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5 so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power.” Indeed, the Christian life without God’s presence is void of true regenerating life!

In the presence of God, we come alive again in the power of the Holy Spirit to be true representatives of God on this earth. How we need the presence of God to blow again through our churches, our hearts and our lives! How we need to again seek the presence of God to lead us in all truth, in power, in boldness, in God’s beauty and strength! Indeed, how we need the presence of the Holy Spirit of God to breathe life into us! How we need the Holy Spirit to shake our worlds so that we become alive from our spiritual apathy to be on fire for God! We need the Holy Spirit to be filled with conviction and a certainty that God is faithful and true. How we need the holy fire of God to burn in our bones so that the dry bones may live and the spiritually dead and lost and forgotten may be revived.

Moses was able to lead the people for 40 years because He knew the presence of God. At the burning bush, he was in the presence of the Lord. On the mountain, twice, for 40 days, he was in the presence of God. Moses refers to "the LORD your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, the MIGHTY (Gibbor), and the awesome God who does not show partiality, nor take a bribe. (Deuteronomy 10:17)”. Moses knew God was almighty and strong, for he walked in the presence of God. In God’s presence, he found the strength to lead the people.

In Exodus 34:29-35, we learn that as Moses came down from the mountain with the two covenant tablets in his hand, the skin of his face shone brightly because he had been talking with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw the skin of Moses' face shining brightly, they were afraid to come near him. God wants to saturate us. He wants His presence to consume us so that we are shining in this dark world of evil and wickedness.

Remember, this was the second time he was up the mountain, after breaking the stone tablets the first time. During this second encounter, we read in the same chapter, “5 Now the Lord descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. 6 And the Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, 7 keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children’s children to the third and the fourth generation.” 8 So Moses made haste and bowed his head toward the earth, and worshiped. 9 Then he said, “If now I have found grace in Your sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I pray, go among us, even though we are a stiff-necked people; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us as Your inheritance.”

We serve a great God! He is full of mercy, kindness and grace! 2 Corinthians 3 says, “12 Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great boldness of speech— 13 unlike Moses, who put a veil over his face so that
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