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ADJECTIVES

Adjectives are words that are used to describe people, objects and places: in most instances, nouns. Adjectives add detail. So rather than, ‘the tree’, you could say, ‘the tall tree’. You can combine one, two or even three adjectives. These would be separated by a comma, for example, ‘the tall, ancient tree’.
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Adjectives (a–c)


	[image: ]
	abrupt


	[image: ]
	acidic


	[image: ]
	adorable


	[image: ]
	adventurous


	[image: ]
	aggressive


	[image: ]
	agitated


	[image: ]
	alert


	[image: ]
	aloof


	[image: ]
	bored


	[image: ]
	brave


	[image: ]
	bright


	[image: ]
	colossal


	[image: ]
	condescending


	[image: ]
	confused


	[image: ]
	cooperative


	[image: ]
	corny


	[image: ]
	costly


	[image: ]
	courageous
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Adjectives (d–g)


	[image: ]
	despicable


	[image: ]
	determined


	[image: ]
	dilapidated


	[image: ]
	diminutive


	[image: ]
	distressed


	[image: ]
	disturbed


	[image: ]
	exasperated


	[image: ]
	excited


	[image: ]
	exhilarated


	[image: ]
	extensive


	[image: ]
	exuberant


	[image: ]
	foolish


	[image: ]
	frantic


	[image: ]
	fresh


	[image: ]
	friendly


	[image: ]
	frightened


	[image: ]
	frothy


	[image: ]
	frustrating


	[image: ]
	funny


	[image: ]
	fuzzy


	[image: ]
	gaudy


	[image: ]
	glorious


	[image: ]
	graceful


	[image: ]
	greasy


	[image: ]
	grieving


	[image: ]
	gritty


	[image: ]
	grotesque


	[image: ]
	grubby


	[image: ]
	grumpy






Adjectives (h–z)


	handsome
	intrigued
	perplexed


	happy
	irate
	teeny


	healthy
	large
	tender


	helpful
	livid
	tense


	helpless
	lonely
	terrible


	high
	loose
	tricky


	hollow
	lovely
	troubled


	homely
	lucky
	unsightly


	hungry
	mysterious
	upset


	hurt
	narrow
	vile


	icy
	nasty
	wicked


	ideal
	outrageous
	yummy


	immense
	panicky
	zany


	impressionable
	perfect
	zippy
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SUPERLATIVES

Superlatives are another useful tool for describing and comparing. Superlatives compare and describe to the greatest degree. For example, the man was not just angry, he was the angriest man. This helps us show just how angry he is.



Superlatives (a–f)


	angriest
	chewiest
	curliest


	biggest
	chubbiest
	deadliest


	blackest
	classiest
	dirtiest


	blandest
	cleanest
	dullest


	bloodiest
	cleverest
	earliest


	boldest
	cloudiest
	easiest


	bossiest
	clumsiest
	faintest


	bravest
	coldest
	fewest


	brightest
	creamiest
	filthiest


	busiest
	creepiest
	flakiest


	cheapest
	crunchiest
	funniest
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Superlatives (g–z)


	[image: ]
	gentlest


	[image: ]
	gloomiest


	[image: ]
	grandest


	[image: ]
	gravest


	[image: ]
	greasiest


	[image: ]
	greatest


	[image: ]
	greediest


	[image: ]
	healthiest


	[image: ]
	heaviest


	[image: ]
	highest


	[image: ]
	hungriest


	[image: ]
	itchiest


	[image: ]
	juiciest


	[image: ]
	kindest


	[image: ]
	laziest


	[image: ]
	loneliest


	[image: ]
	loudest


	[image: ]
	moistest


	[image: ]
	narrowest


	[image: ]
	nicest


	[image: ]
	oddest


	[image: ]
	prettiest


	[image: ]
	proudest


	[image: ]
	purest


	[image: ]
	quietest


	[image: ]
	rarest


	[image: ]
	richest


	[image: ]
	ripest


	[image: ]
	roomiest


	[image: ]
	roughest


	[image: ]
	rudest


	[image: ]
	safest


	[image: ]
	scariest


	[image: ]
	shallowest


	[image: ]
	shiniest


	[image: ]
	simplest


	[image: ]
	skinniest


	[image: ]
	smelliest


	[image: ]
	smoothest


	[image: ]
	strangest


	[image: ]
	strictest


	[image: ]
	truest


	[image: ]
	weirdest


	[image: ]
	windiest


	[image: ]
	worthiest


	[image: ]
	youngest
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VERBS

Verbs are very important words. They help us describe how a character or object is acting or behaving. Verb choices can help the reader understand exactly how an event, action or behaviour is happening.

Here are some common verbs. Pages 11 — 13 have even more verbs to try.
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Common verbs


	[image: ]
	add


	[image: ]
	allow


	[image: ]
	bake


	[image: ]
	bang


	[image: ]
	call


	[image: ]
	chase


	[image: ]
	damage


	[image: ]
	drop


	[image: ]
	end


	[image: ]
	escape


	[image: ]
	fasten


	[image: ]
	fix


	[image: ]
	gather


	[image: ]
	hang


	[image: ]
	hug


	[image: ]
	imagine


	[image: ]
	itch


	[image: ]
	jog


	[image: ]
	jump


	[image: ]
	kick


	[image: ]
	knit


	[image: ]
	land


	[image: ]
	lock


	[image: ]
	march


	[image: ]
	mix


	[image: ]
	name


	[image: ]
	notice


	[image: ]
	obey


	[image: ]
	open


	[image: ]
	pass


	[image: ]
	promise


	[image: ]
	question


	[image: ]
	reach


	[image: ]
	rinse


	[image: ]
	scatter


	[image: ]
	stay


	[image: ]
	talk


	[image: ]
	turn


	[image: ]
	untie


	[image: ]
	use


	[image: ]
	vanish


	[image: ]
	visit


	[image: ]
	walk


	[image: ]
	work


	[image: ]
	yawn


	[image: ]
	yell


	[image: ]
	zip


	[image: ]
	zoom
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More verbs (a–d)


	admire
	cascade
	deal


	adore
	cast
	deceive


	alter
	catapult
	declare


	amble
	cherish
	demand


	amuse
	cleave
	design


	announce
	comment
	desire


	arrive
	conceal
	despise


	ascend
	confound
	deter


	assault
	confuse
	devour


	bargain
	conspire
	digest


	bellow
	corrupt
	dine


	blabber
	craft
	disarm


	bluster
	crave
	dismantle


	boast
	create
	drain


	bolt
	creep
	dwell


	brew
	dawdle
	


	burrow
	dazzle
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More verbs (e – m)


	encourage
	gloat
	journey


	enjoy
	gorge
	laugh


	evolve
	guffaw
	lament


	excite
	gush
	leach


	exhaust
	halt
	liquefy


	exit
	howl
	loaf


	extract
	huff
	loathe


	float
	hurl
	lob


	flounce
	ignite
	lope


	flow
	implore
	lounge


	follow
	impress
	manipulate


	forbid
	inhale
	manufacture


	gasp
	inquire
	meander


	gaze
	instruct
	modify


	gel
	insult
	morph


	glide
	jab
	mount






More verbs (n – z)


	[image: ]
	neglect


	[image: ]
	nibble


	[image: ]
	nudge


	[image: ]
	occupy


	[image: ]
	ooze


	[image: ]
	outrage


	[image: ]
	overrule


	[image: ]
	pacify


	[image: ]
	peek


	[image: ]
	peer


	[image: ]
	persuade


	[image: ]
	petrify


	[image: ]
	plead


	[image: ]
	plot


	[image: ]
	poke


	[image: ]
	prod


	[image: ]
	pursue


	[image: ]
	relish


	[image: ]
	require


	[image: ]
	ruin


	[image: ]
	saunter


	[image: ]
	scale


	[image: ]
	scoff


	[image: ]
	scurry


	[image: ]
	shriek


	[image: ]
	sigh


	[image: ]
	sink


	[image: ]
	slurp


	[image: ]
	smudge


	[image: ]
	snap


	[image: ]
	snicker


	[image: ]
	snuffle


	[image: ]
	spatter


	[image: ]
	spew


	[image: ]
	sprinkle


	[image: ]
	squeal


	[image: ]
	stagger


	[image: ]
	stalk


	[image: ]
	startle


	[image: ]
	stride


	[image: ]
	stroke


	[image: ]
	stroll


	[image: ]
	treasure


	[image: ]
	venture


	[image: ]
	wander


	[image: ]
	wish
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ADVERBS

Where a verb tells us what is happening, adverbs give a greater level of detail about how the action or behaviour is happening. For example, ‘the man was running’, could be enhanced by, ‘the man was running awkwardly’.




	[image: ]
	accidentally


	[image: ]
	actually


	[image: ]
	acutely


	[image: ]
	always


	[image: ]
	annually


	[image: ]
	anxiously


	[image: ]
	arrogantly


	[image: ]
	awkwardly


	[image: ]
	beautifully


	[image: ]
	bitterly


	[image: ]
	bravely


	[image: ]
	briefly


	[image: ]
	carefully


	[image: ]
	certainly


	[image: ]
	daily


	[image: ]
	doubtfully


	[image: ]
	easily


	[image: ]
	especially


	[image: ]
	exactly


	[image: ]
	fairly


	[image: ]
	generally


	[image: ]
	greatly


	[image: ]
	happily


	[image: ]
	helplessly


	[image: ]
	honestly


	[image: ]
	immediately


	[image: ]
	jealously


	[image: ]
	keenly


	[image: ]
	loudly


	[image: ]
	miserably


	[image: ]
	mysteriously


	[image: ]
	naturally


	[image: ]
	officially


	[image: ]
	often


	[image: ]
	politely


	[image: ]
	quickly


	[image: ]
	randomly


	[image: ]
	rapidly


	[image: ]
	regularly


	[image: ]
	seldom


	[image: ]
	slowly


	[image: ]
	smoothly


	[image: ]
	suddenly


	[image: ]
	thankfully


	[image: ]
	unexpectedly


	[image: ]
	unfortunately


	[image: ]
	usefully


	[image: ]
	voluntarily


	[image: ]
	wrongly


	[image: ]
	yesterday


	[image: ]
	zealously
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FRONTED ADVERBIALS

Fronted adverbials are used for beginning sentences by focusing on location, time, frequency, manner or the degree in which something is happening. They are great for helping the reader visualise or sequence what is occurring in the writing.

Location

Above me,

Around the corner,

Close by,

Downstairs,

Here,

In my heart,

In the crowd,

In the distance,

Inside,

Inside the box,

Inside the woods,

Nearby,

Next to the _____,

Outside,

Outside the building,

Standing by the river,

Underneath me,

Under the bridge,

Upstairs,

[image: ]
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Time

After a while,

Afterwards,

All of a sudden,

Already,

Always,

As soon as I finish,

At lunch time,

Before long,

Before they left,

Eventually,

Immediately,

In the morning,

Last month,

Later,

Later on,

Later today,

Next year,

Now,

Soon,

Today,

Tomorrow,

Yesterday,

[image: ]




Frequency

Again,

Always,

Constantly,

Daily,

Fortnightly,

Frequently,

Hourly,

Infrequently,

Monthly,

Never,

Never before,

Often,

Once,

Rarely,

Regularly,

Sometimes,

Twice,

Weekly,

Yearly,

[image: ]
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Manner

Anxiously,

As quick as a flash,

Awkwardly,

Bravely,

Carefully,

Cautiously,

Curiously,

Frantically,

Happily,

Infamously,

Noisily,

Presumptuously,

Quietly,

Rapidly,

Reluctantly,

Sadly,

Sickeningly,

Silently,

Sneakily,

Suddenly,

Without moving,

Unwittingly,



Degree

Almost dead,

Breathing heavily,

Brimming with excitement,

Bursting to start,

Close to tears,

Completely starving,

Extremely unimpressed,

Full of joy,

Half asleep,

Overwhelmed with relief,

Totally confused,

Totally overwhelmed,

Unbearably brave,

Under the influence,

[image: ]




CONJUNCTIONS
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Coordinating conjunctions

Coordinating conjunctions help us join two clauses together. A clause is a complete thought and it normally contains a subject and a verb. A good way to remember your coordinating conjunctions is the acronym FANBOYS.



	F
	for


	A
	and


	N
	nor


	B
	but


	O
	or


	Y
	yet


	S
	so






[image: ]




[image: ]


Subordinating conjunctions

Subordinating conjunctions introduce subordinate clauses, which also normally contain a subject and a verb. Subordinate clauses depend on a main clause to make sense. They can sometimes be used to begin a sentence to help vary your sentence structure.



after

although

as

as if

as long as

as much as

as soon as

as though

because

before

by the time

even if

even though

however

if

in order that

in case

in the event that

lest

meanwhile

now that

once

only

only if

provided that

since

so

supposing

than

that

though

till

unless

until

when

whenever

where

whereas

wherever

whether or not

while
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MODAL VERBS

Modal verbs are used to suggest how likely, probable or possible something is. If you say, ‘I will call later’, the modal verb ‘will’ suggests that it is very likely to happen.



[image: ]



	[image: ]
	can / can’t


	[image: ]
	could / couldn’t


	[image: ]
	may / may not


	[image: ]
	might / mightn’t


	[image: ]
	must / mustn’t


	[image: ]
	ought to / ought not to


	[image: ]
	shall / shan’t / shall not


	[image: ]
	should / shouldn’t


	[image: ]
	will / won’t


	[image: ]
	would / wouldn’t




[image: ]





DETERMINERS

Determiners help the reader understand if we are referring to one object (singular), more than one (plural) or exactly what it is that we are referring to.



Articles: a, an, the

Possessives: my, your, his, her, its, our, their, whose

Demonstratives: this, that, these, those

Numbers: one, two, three, four, five, six…

Ordinal numbers: first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth…

Quantifiers: a few, a lot, another, any, many, much, several, some, very

[image: ]
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PRONOUNS

Pronouns are useful because they help us to avoid repeating nouns over and over again. This can be annoying for the reader. For example, rather than saying ‘Mark and Rohan’ many times over, you might use, ‘they’, ‘the boys’ or ‘the pair’.



[image: ]


Personal pronouns


	[image: ]
	I, me, my, mine, myself


	[image: ]
	you, your, yours, yourself


	[image: ]
	he, him, his, himself


	[image: ]
	she, her, hers, herself


	[image: ]
	it, its, itself


	[image: ]
	we, us, our, ours, ourselves


	[image: ]
	you, your, yours, yourselves


	[image: ]
	they, them, their, theirs, themselves




Relative pronouns

Relative pronouns are words that allow you to introduce a relative clause. Relative clauses are a type of subordinate clause, meaning they contain a subject and verb but still require a main clause to make complete sense. They are great for adding detail.


	[image: ]
	that


	[image: ]
	what


	[image: ]
	when


	[image: ]
	where


	[image: ]
	which


	[image: ]
	who


	[image: ]
	whose




[image: ]
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FORMAL AND INFORMAL LANGUAGE

Formal language is used in more official writing, such as when you write a letter or a balanced argument. Normally, we use formal language to show that we are serious.

Informal language is often used in more relaxed situations, where conversation happens between friends or people who know each other. Informal language can include contractions.

[image: ]


Formal — Informal

absent — off

allow — let

apologise — say sorry

appear — seem

cancel — end

children — kids

choose — pick

combat — fight

consider — think about

construct — build

consume — eat

damage — break

demonstrate — show

discard — throw away

disclose — tell

Formal — Informal

ancient — old

begin — start

desire — want

enquire — ask

evade — avoid

fortunate — lucky

incorrect — wrong

injure — hurt

quit — give up

request — ask

resilient — tough

support — help

terminate — end

verify — check

without — lack


CONTRACTIONS

‘Contract’ means ‘shorten or shrink’. Contractions are where two words are joined together to form a single word with an apostrophe. To shorten the word, certain letters are removed (the apostrophe takes this place). Contractions can be used to show informal language.





[image: ]



	are not
	aren’t


	can not
	can’t


	could not
	couldn’t


	did not
	didn’t


	does not
	doesn’t


	do not
	don’t


	had not
	hadn’t


	have not
	haven’t


	he had
	he’d


	he will
	he’ll


	he would
	he’d


	here is
	here’s


	I am
	I’m


	I have
	I’ve


	I will
	I’ll


	is not
	isn’t


	it will
	it’ll


	must not
	mustn’t


	she had
	she’d


	she has
	she’s


	she will
	she’ll


	she would
	she’d


	should not
	shouldn’t


	that is
	that’s


	there is
	there’s


	they are
	they’re


	they had
	they’d


	they have
	they’ve


	they will
	they’ll


	they would
	they’d


	was not
	wasn’t


	we are
	we’re


	we had
	we’d


	we have
	we’ve


	we will
	we’ll


	we would
	we’d


	were not
	weren’t


	what is
	what’s


	where is
	where’s


	who is
	who’s


	who will
	who’ll


	will not
	won’t


	would not
	wouldn’t


	you are
	you’re


	you had
	you’d


	you will
	you’ll


	you would
	you’d
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[image: ] Exciting sentences
 from Alan Peat
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BOYS — but, or, yet, so

A BOYS sentence has two parts. The first part always ends with a comma and the second part always begins with a coordinating conjunction. The most popular coordinating conjunctions are:

[image: ]


Examples

[image: ]She was a strict woman most of the time, but she could be kind.

[image: ]He could be really friendly, or he could be miserable.

[image: ]It was a warm day, yet storm clouds gathered over the distant mountains.

[image: ]It was a beautiful morning for a walk, so they set off quite happily.

[image: ]
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2A — two adjectives

A 2A sentence has two adjectives before the first noun, followed by two more adjectives before a second noun. This type of sentence is useful for creating a strong visual image in the reader’s mind.

Examples

[image: ]


[image: ]


[image: ]
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SIMILE — ‘like a’ / ‘as a’

A simile sentence has a simile in the middle, which creates a vivid picture in the reader’s mind. These are called ‘like a’ and ‘as a’ sentences to help you remember the comparison words you need to create similes.

Examples

The moon hung above us like a patient, pale, white face.

Although it was August, it was as cold as a late December evening.

[image: ]
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3 ____ed — three related adjectives

[image: ]


A 3____ed sentence begins with three related words, each of which ends in -ed. All the words must be followed by commas.

Examples

Frightened, terrified, exhausted, they ran from the creature.

Amused, amazed, excited, he left the circus reluctantly.

Confused, troubled, worried, she didn’t know what had happened.

Most -ed words for this sentence type describe emotions. Here are some -ed words for writing about a character’s emotions.


	A
	appalled, angered


	B
	bemused, bewildered


	C
	confused, controlled


	D
	disappointed, dejected


	E
	excited, elated


	F
	frightened, feared


	G
	gladdened, guarded


	H
	horrified, hated


	I
	interested, introverted


	J
	jaded, jinxed


	K
	kind-hearted, knackered


	L
	loved, loathed


	M
	maddened, mellowed


	N
	numbed, nurtured


	O
	overawed, overjoyed


	P
	perplexed, perturbed


	Q
	quietened, questioned


	R
	relaxed, relieved


	S
	shocked, startled


	T
	terrified, troubled


	U
	unnerved, uninterested


	V
	vexed, valued


	W
	worried, wretched


	Z
	zonked, zapped






[image: ]


2 pairs

A 2 pairs sentence begins with two pairs of related adjectives. Each pair is:

[image: ]followed by a comma

[image: ]separated by the conjunction ‘and’.

Examples

Exhausted and worried, cold and hungry, they did not know how much further they had to go.

Injured and terrified, shell-shocked and lost, he wandered aimlessly across the battlefield.

Angry and bewildered, numb and fearful, she couldn’t believe that this was happening to her.



[image: ]


De:De — description and details

A De:De sentence is a compound sentence, with two independent clauses separated by a colon. The first clause is descriptive and the second adds further detail. Using a colon shows that the information in the second clause will expand on the first part of the sentence.

[image: ]


Examples

The vampire is a dreadful creature: it kills by sucking all the blood from its victims.

Snails are slow: they take hours to cross the shortest of distances.

I was exhausted: I hadn’t slept for more than two days.

[image: ]
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Verb, person

It is possible to start a sentence with a verb in order to give greater importance to that verb. The verb should always be followed with a comma and then the name of a person (or a personal pronoun such as ‘he’, ‘she’, ‘they’ or ‘it’) and then the rest of the sentence.

[image: ]


Examples

Flinching, Kera turned quickly as the door slammed shut.

Crying, Julia ran towards her mother with a bleeding knee.

Hiding, Uzman breathed as quietly as he could.

Arguing, Alice and Zeba could be heard clearly by their neighbours.



O (I) — outside (inside)

O (I) sentences stands for ‘outside (inside) sentences’. The first sentence tells the reader what a character is supposedly thinking. This is what is happening on the outside: the character’s outward actions. The second sentence, which is always placed in brackets, lets the reader know the character’s true inner feelings.

Examples

[image: ]He laughed heartily at the joke he had just been told. (At the same time it would be true to say he was quite embarrassed.)

[image: ]She told the little girl not to be so naughty. (Inside, however, she was secretly amused by what the little girl had done.)

[image: ]Mo said how pleased he was to be at the party. (It wasn’t the truth – he longed to be elsewhere.)

[image: ]




If, if, if, then

If, if, if, then sentences have three dependent clauses in a series. They are often used:

[image: ]in speeches

[image: ]as a good opening to a story

[image: ]as a way to sum up a story.

Examples

If we buy less, if we recycle more, if we change our habits, then we can change the world.

If I was just a little taller, if I was just a little stronger, if I was just a little smarter, then I’d have a chance of beating my sister.

If I hadn’t found that watch, if the alarm hadn’t gone off, if it hadn’t scared those burglars, then I wouldn’t be sitting here today.



[image: ]


Emotion word, comma

These sentences start with an adjective describing an emotion, followed by a comma. The rest of the sentence describes actions which are related to the opening adjective. Placing the emotive adjective at the start of the sentence gives more importance to the emotion.

Examples

[image: ]Desperate, she screamed for help.

[image: ]Terrified, he froze instantly on the spot where he stood.

[image: ]Anxious, they began to realise that they were lost in the forest.



[image: ]


Noun: which / who / where

This sentence contains an embedded clause: an embedded clause can be removed and the sentence would still make sense without it. The sentence begins with a noun, followed by an embedded clause, which starts and ends with a comma. The final part of the sentence gives some detail.

Examples

Snakes, which scare me, are not always poisonous.

My bicycle, which is covered in mud, needs cleaning with warm soap and water.

Cakes, which taste fantastic, are not so good for your health.



Ad, same ad

An Ad, same ad sentence contains two identical adjectives, one repeated shortly after the other. The first is used in the opening clause of a sentence and the second is used immediately after the comma. Repeating adjectives like this can make them stick in the reader’s mind.

Examples

He was a smart dresser, smart because he had the money to buy
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