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  Begin your Moonlight journey today with a FREE copy of MOONLIGHT FALLS, the first novel in the Thriller and Shamus Award winning series. 

Or visit http://WWW.VINZANDRI.COM to join Vincent’s “For your eyes only” newsletter today. 

 

 

PRAISE FOR VINCENT ZANDRI

 

“Sensational . . . masterful . . . brilliant.”

—New York Post

 

“(A) chilling tale of obsessive love from Thriller Award–winner Zandri (Moonlight Weeps) . . . Riveting.”

—Publishers Weekly

 

“. . . Oh, what a story it is . . . Riveting . . . A terrific old school thriller.”

—Booklist “Starred Review”

 

“Zandri does a fantastic job with this story. Not only does he scare the reader, but the horror  

Show he presents also scares the man who is the definition of the word “tough.”

—Suspense Magazine

 

“I very highly recommend this book . . . It’s a great crime drama that is full of action and intense suspense, along with some great twists . . . Vincent Zandri has become a huge name and just keeps pouring out one best seller after another.”

—Life in Review

 

“(The Innocent) is a thriller that has depth and substance, wickedness and compassion.”

—The Times-Union (Albany)

 

“The action never wanes.” 

—Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel

 

“Gritty, fast-paced, lyrical and haunting.” 

—Harlan Coben, New York Times bestselling author of Six Years

 

“Tough, stylish, heartbreaking.” 

—Don Winslow, New York Times bestselling author of Savages and Cartel.

 

“A tightly crafted, smart, disturbing, elegantly crafted complex thriller . . . I dare you to start it and not keep reading.”

—MJ Rose, New York Times bestselling author of Halo Effect and Closure 

 

“A classic slice of raw pulp noir . . .”

—William Landay, New York Times bestselling author of Defending Jacob

 

“Zandri (is) a veteran wordsmith who executes quality and quantity at superlative levels.”

—Book Reporter
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“And I always had this idea for making a movie about a femme fatale, because I like these characters. They’re a lot of fun, they’re sexy, they’re manipulative, they’re dangerous.”

—Brian De Palma

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





  CHAPTER ONE

 

May God strike me dead; I swear women will one day be the death of me. Was that just another way of asking God to kill me now? Maybe. Maybe not. Whatever the case, from my writing desk on the first floor, what they call the terrace floor in these old pre-war apartment buildings, I could see her standing directly within the narrow window frame in her apartment across the way. 

Her building was located directly across from mine beyond a small green space. On any given night, I could look through the double-hung window above the oversized table I used for a writing desk and see her four stories up through her bathroom window. 

On occasion, she would stand in the window and look down on me while I wrote on my laptop beneath an inverted cone of dull white light shining from my desk lamp onto the table. It wasn’t much light, but it was enough for me to see the laptop keys. 

That explains why, when she looked at me through her bathroom window, I don’t think she was aware that I could see her too. Windows are funny that way., You could have the shades completely drawn during the daylight hours, and no one could see in. But at night, when darkness veiled everything and the lights were on, you could see everything going on through the windows.

At night the windows shrouded no secrets. At night, the windows revealed the naked truth about everything.

 

 



  CHAPTER TWO

 

So, here’s the bloody naked truth that I witnessed with my own eyes. This pretty, young, voluptuous brunette who was young enough to be my daughter and had recently graduated from college (I knew this because she introduced herself to me once as Julie, a recent education grad at one of the local colleges), was up in her bathroom getting undressed. 

She had on a T-shirt that had something written on it in big block letters, like the name of her school or maybe a pop band. I couldn’t really tell. Her hair was just over shoulder length, and thick and lush like all young person’s hair is at that age. She pulled off the t-shirt, and her ample breasts were stuffed into a purple pushup bra. This is what really got my attention, even if I did try my hardest to go on writing. Like I said, I was old enough to be her dad. 

But the truth of the matter is, since I knew damn well what was about to be discarded next, I had one eye on her brightly lit bathroom window, and the other on the work-in-progress I was attempting to focus on but failing miserably. But soon enough, she stood directly in front of the window, facing me with her big brown eyes, her perfect little nose, and her roundish but dimple-cheeked face. Reaching around her back, she unclasped her bra and allowed it to fall away from view. 

By then, I
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