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THE HIDDEN MOON 


“The Hidden Moon is a wonderful fantasy escape for middle grades. As Jack, Collin and Danny come to know the people of Anron and are called to help them regain their freedom. The book is filled with shape-shifters, flying dragons and fun. I bought a copy for my grandson for Christmas and am hoping for more from this author.” 

“My granddaughter, age 9, loved this book, so it's not a book you should limit to just middle-grade kids. J. S. Keim has a great imagination that appeals to kids and she adds to that wonderful powers of description. This is a must read for both boys and girls and will definitely appeal to both. A great gift idea for hooking kids on reading and for inspiring their imaginations. They will love it!!!” 

“A fun story filled with adventure and suspense. I liked that the author took time to really plan out the story and the characters, and you don't know what might happen next.” 

“Fun read, enjoyable for both adult and child; its high adventure for young space jockies. Want to encourage your kids to read more? This is a good book for that purpose.” 


RETURN TO THE HIDDEN MOON


“There are heroes and villains . . . and bad-guy problems. But the kids get to sort it all out. Some of the "bad-guys" turn around, become "good-guys." That's a positive message for youngsters who read these books, and exactly what should be expected of an adventure story for young boys and girls.” 

“The magic that carries the two brothers and their friend off to another planet is every young person's dream. And all the creatures they encounter, who are mostly good, are described in such vivid detail. I could see them in my own imaginations. Of course, there are the bad guys, but this is what keeps the book exciting.” 


Kermit Greene’s World 


“As I was reading this delightful book, I kept thinking how much I wished I'd had this when I was teaching. My gifted students loved doing a bird-eye and bug-eye sketch of the same item and this would have been great to read to go along with that. Also, as a former teacher, I loved how math was interwoven in the story during a pivotal point in the plot.
Great book for all kids and a fabulous addition to any teacher's classroom set of books.” 
“What a great book for children to transition into becoming readers. This is exciting, fun to read and delights the imagination!” 
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CHAPTER ONE
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Jack Coughlin sat up in bed and stared at the rock sitting on top of his dresser.  It was glowing green! It wasn’t just any rock; it was a very special one that had been given to him on Anron, the Hidden Moon he and his brother had magically visited. 

He leaped out of bed for a closer look. No doubt about it.  It was shining—bright, then, dim, as if sending a message. He hurried over to his younger brother’s bed and shook him.

“Collin! Wake up! You gotta see this!”

“Wha-a-at? Don’t bother me,” Collin said grumpily. Then, as the words sunk in, he sat up and rubbed his eyes. 

“The rock,” said Jack. “It’s glowing green!”

Collin slipped on his glasses and squinted at it. “And it’s blinking!”

“It’s gotta be a message from Anron.” Jack’s father had once told him about Morse Code. S-O-S. Dit-dit-dit ... something. Then it came to him. Dit-dit-dit. Dah-dah-dah. Dit-dit-dit. Three short, three long, and three short flashes—the universal call for help. Even though it was still summer, goose bumps raced down Jack’s back. 

“I think Karna and Nidar are trying to get in touch with us.”

“What does it mean?” Collin stood beside Jack, observing the green flashes. 

Jack placed his hand on Collin’s shoulder and looked him in the eye. “It means we have to go back to the Hidden Moon.”

“How are we going to do that?” At ten, Collin still looked to Jack for answers.  

“After Mom goes to work, I’ll call Gene out of the magic box and ask him to send us there, just like he did before.”

Collin’s brow creased with worry. A trip to Anron was not without dangers; they’d found that out in a hurry. “What about Danny?” 

Jack thought a moment. Danny would be someone else he’d have to keep safe. But he’d been a help to them in the past and had become a tight friend after their adventure to Anron. “We’ll call him as soon as we can.” 

Jack rummaged in the closet and brought out the carved wooden box he’d found at the Ellenton Community Theater where his mother volunteered. The director of the theater had let him have it, unaware it contained a message inside that said “Magic lies within. Believe.” 

At first, that message had seemed like mere words. But, desperate for some magic in his life, Jack had tried everything—“Abracadabra,” “Open Sesame,” and a lot of other tricks that failed before a genie-like figure finally emerged from the box. The unusual character had introduced himself as Eugene G. Gene and was ... well, a little forgetful. Instead of sending them to the Space Center in Florida like Jack wanted, he’d sent the three boys into outer space. It was a trip none of them would ever forget.

Jack set the wooden box on the dresser next to the rock. They had to get to Anron as fast as they could. He lay in bed, counting the minutes on the clock, waiting for his mother to get up and get ready for work. Staring at the glowing rock, he willed the pulsing of green colors to stay strong until he and Collin and Danny could get there. He thought of the Dragarons and Rundalons and other strange creatures they’d encountered on the Hidden Moon. No matter how great the danger of such a place, he would go. He couldn’t disappoint his new Anronite friends.  

As soon as it was light, Jack jumped out of bed. Carrying his blue canvas backpack, he tiptoed into the kitchen. He wasn’t going anywhere without some of his favorite snacks. They’d come in handy on his earlier trip to Anron; they could help him again.

Collin padded into the kitchen, yawning. “I dreamt the Anron rock was glowing green. Weird, huh?”

“It isn’t glowing now?” Jack asked, alarmed.

Collin’s jaw dropped. “It’s real? It wasn’t a dream? We’re going back to Anron?”

Jack didn’t take the time to answer. He rushed back to his room to check on the rock. Seeing the continued green flashes—long and short signals—he let out a sigh of relief. 

He hurried back to the kitchen. “Where are batteries for the flashlight? I want to take extras with us.” He wouldn’t admit it to anyone else, especially Collin, but, at twelve, he was still sometimes afraid of the dark.

“We’re really going to do this?” Collin’s eyebrows drew together. “We almost didn’t make it back home last time. Gene is old and forgetful. That’s why we ended up on Anron in the first place. What if he sends us to the wrong place again?”

“Remember what Gene told us,” Jack said. “Believing makes it happen.”

“Yeah, but ...”

“No buts, Collin, or you’re not going with me. You don’t want to miss another adventure, do you?”

“No, but ...”

Jack elbowed his brother’s side. “The batteries, where are they?”

Collin opened one of the desk drawers and handed him a 4-pack of batteries. “I’ll go call Danny and let him know what’s going on.” 

Jack pulled out a box of cereal from the cupboard. It might be the last familiar food he’d eat for some time. Food on Anron was ... well, different. The Anronites, themselves, were different. He never would have believed creatures like that really existed. In a blink of an eye they could change shape.

As he was finishing his third bowl of cereal, his mother walked into the kitchen. She ruffled his hair. 

“Collin says Danny is going to come over today. Remember the house rules, Jack. And no fighting. I may have to work late today. Mr. Drury has a special project for me.”

Jack bit back a sassy remark. Mr. Drury was one of
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