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​Brief history of the Buffalo Bills
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The Bills compete in the National Football League (NFL) as a member of the American Football Conference (AFC) East division. The team plays its home games at Highmark Stadium in Orchard Park, New York, and is building a new stadium which will be completed in 2026.

Founded in 1959 as a charter member of the American Football League (AFL), the team joined the NFL in 1970 following the AFL–NFL merger. The Bills' name is derived from an All-America Football Conference (AAFC) franchise from Buffalo that was in turn named after western frontiersman Buffalo Bill. Drawing much of its fanbase from western New York and neighboring southern Ontario, the Bills are the only NFL team that plays home games in the state of New York. The franchise is owned by Terry Pegula, who purchased the Bills after the death of the original owner Ralph Wilson in 2014, and a coalition of private equity funds and investors who purchased a minority stake in the team in 2024. 

The Bills advanced to the AFL Championship Game three years in a row from 1964 to 1966, winning the first two. To date, these are the only major professional sports championships from a team representing Buffalo. They struggled heavily in the latter years of the AFL and for much of their first two decades in the NFL, tallying only five winning seasons and three postseason berths from 1967 to 1987. However, they were perennial postseason contenders from the late 1980s to the early 1990s, peaking between 1990 and 1993 when they appeared in a record four consecutive Super Bowls, an accomplishment often overshadowed by the fact they lost all four. From the early 2000s to the mid-2010s, the Bills endured the longest playoff drought of 17 years in the four major North American professional sports, making them the last franchise in the four leagues to qualify for the postseason in the 21st century. They returned to consistent postseason contention by the late 2010s, although the Bills have not returned to the Super Bowl. Alongside the Minnesota Vikings, their four Super Bowl appearances are the most among NFL franchises that have not won the Super Bowl. In December 2024, the Bills became one of the first teams in NFL history to sell part of their franchise to outside private equity investors. 20.6% of the team interest was sold at a valuation of $5.6 billion, including 10% to the American investment group Arctos Partners LP.

The Bills began competitive play in 1960 as a charter member of the American Football League led by head coach Buster Ramsey and joined the NFL as part of the AFL–NFL merger in 1970. In the first two seasons, the Bills went 5–8–1 and 6–8 under Ramsey. The Bills won two consecutive American Football League titles in 1964 and 1965 with quarterback Jack Kemp and coach Lou Saban, but the club has yet to win a league championship since. Once the AFL–NFL merger took effect, the Bills became the second NFL team to represent the city; they followed the Buffalo All-Americans, a charter member of the league. Buffalo had been left out of the league since the All-Americans (by that point renamed the Bisons) folded in 1929; the Bills were no less than the third professional non-NFL team to compete in the city before the merger, following the Indians/Tigers of the early 1940s and an earlier team named the Bills, originally the Bisons, in the late 1940s in the All-America Football Conference (AAFC).

Following the AFL–NFL merger, the Bills were generally mediocre in the 1970s but featured All-Pro running back O. J. Simpson. After being pushed to the brink of failure in the mid-1980s, the collapse of the United States Football League and a series of highly drafted players such as Jim Kelly (who initially played for the USFL instead of the Bills), Thurman Thomas, Bruce Smith and Darryl Talley allowed the Bills to rebuild into a perennial contender in the late 1980s through the mid-1990s under head coach Marv Levy, a period in which the team won four consecutive AFC Championships; the team nevertheless lost all four subsequent Super Bowls, records in both categories that still stand. 

The rise of the division rival New England Patriots under Bill Belichick and Tom Brady, along with numerous failed attempts at rebuilding in the 2000s and 2010s, helped prevent the Bills from reaching the playoffs in seventeen consecutive seasons between 2000 and 2016, a 17-year drought that was the longest active playoff drought in all major professional sports at the time. Mike Mularkey coached the Bills in the 2004 and 2005 seasons. He went 9–7 but missed the postseason in 2004 and 5–11 in 2005. He resigned from the team following the 2005 season. From 2006 to 2009, the Bills were coached by Dick Jauron. Following three consecutive 7–9 seasons, Jauron was dismissed after a 3–6 start to his fourth season. Perry Fewell finished out the season as interim with a 3–4 mark. From 2010 to 2012, the Bills were coached by Chan Gailey. The team had Ryan Fitzpatrick as their quarterback in those seasons. Gailey was fired after three consecutive last place finishes in the AFC East. 

Doug Marrone was hired to be the Bills' head coach prior to the 2013 season. The Bills went 6–10 in the 2013 season and improved to 9–7 in the 2014 season. Marrone decided to step down as head coach following the season. On October 8, 2014, Buffalo Sabres owners Terry and Kim Pegula received unanimous approval to acquire the Bills during the NFL owners' meetings, becoming the second ownership group of the team after team founder Ralph Wilson. After Kim was incapacitated by a 2022 vascular brain injury, a portion of her stake in the team was transferred to her stepdaugher Laura, with a 20% stake in the team sold to a coalition of private equity investors and former Toronto athletes Jozy Altidore, Vince Carter and Tracy McGrady in December 2024. Prior to the 2015 season, the team hired former Jets' head coach Rex Ryan to become the next head coach of the Bills. The team went 8–8 in 2015 and 7–9 in 2016. Ryan was dismissed with one game remaining in the 2016 season, with Anthony Lynn finishing the season as interim. 

Under head coach Sean McDermott, the Bills broke the playoff drought, appearing in the playoffs for six of the next seven seasons. The team drafted Wyoming quarterback Josh Allen with the seventh overall pick in the first round of the 2018 NFL Draft. The team earned its first division championship and playoff wins since 1995 during the 2020 season, aided by Brady's departure to Tampa Bay and out of the AFC East, as well as the Bills' own development of a core of talent including Allen, Stefon Diggs, Matt Milano, and Tre'Davious White. In the 2020 season, the Bills reached the AFC Championship for the first time since the 1993 season. However, their run ended with a 38–24 loss to the Kansas City Chiefs. The Bills won the AFC East with a 11–6 record in the 2021 season. The Bills defeated the Patriots 47–17 in the Wild Card Round before falling to the Kansas City Chiefs 42–36 in overtime. 

In the 2022 season, the Bills won the AFC East with a 13–3 record. The season saw a cancelled game against the Bengals due to a near-fatal medical episode with Damar Hamlin, who eventually recovered and returned to football activities the following season. The team defeated the Miami Dolphins in the Wild Card Round 34–31 before falling to the Cincinnati Bengals 27–10 in the Divisional Round. In the 2023 season, the Bills won the AFC East for the fourth consecutive season. In the Wild Card Round, they defeated the Pittsburgh Steelers 31–17 before falling to the Kansas City Chiefs in the Divisional Round 27–24. In the 2024 season, the Bills finished with a 13–4 record and won another AFC East title. Following wins over the Denver Broncos in the Wild Card Round and the Baltimore Ravens in the Divisional Round, the Bills lost to the Kansas City Chiefs in the AFC Championship. The Bills announced plans to build a new stadium to replace Highmark Stadium to be ready by 2026.
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​​​Logo and Uniforms
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For their first two seasons, the Bills wore uniforms based on those of the Detroit Lions at the time. Ralph Wilson had been a minority owner of the Lions before founding the Bills, and the Bills' predecessors in the AAFC had also worn blue and silver uniforms. The team's original colors were Honolulu blue, silver, and white, and the helmets were silver with no striping. There was no logo on the helmet, which displayed the players' numbers on each side. In 1962, the standing red bison was designated as the logo and took its place on a white helmet. In 1962, the team's colors also changed to red, white, and blue. The team switched to blue jerseys with red and white shoulder stripes, like the Buffalo Bisons AHL hockey team of the same era. The helmets were white with a red center stripe. The jerseys again saw a change in 1964 when the shoulder stripes were replaced by a distinctive stripe pattern on the sleeves consisting of four stripes, two thicker inner stripes and two thinner outer stripes all bordered by red piping. By 1965, red and blue center stripes were put on the helmets. 

The Bills introduced blue pants worn with the white jerseys in 1973, the last year of the standing buffalo helmet. The blue pants remained throughout 1985. The face mask on the helmet was blue from 1974 through 1986 before changing to white. The standing bison logo was replaced by a blue charging one with a red slanting stripe streaming from its horn. The newer emblem, still the primary one used by the franchise, was designed by aerospace designer Stevens Wright in 1974. In 1984, the helmet's shell color changed from white to red, primarily to help Bills quarterback Joe Ferguson distinguish them more readily from three of their division rivals at that time, the Baltimore Colts, the Miami Dolphins, and the New England Patriots, who all also wore white helmets at that point. Ferguson said, "Everyone we played had white helmets at that time. Our new head coach Kay Stephenson just wanted to get more of a contrast on the field that may help spot a receiver down the field." (The Patriots have worn silver helmets since 1993, the Colts have since been realigned to the AFC South, and in 2019 the New York Jets have since switched back to green-colored helmets, after playing 20 years with white ones.)

In 2002, under the direction of general manager Tom Donahoe, the Bills' uniforms went through radical changes. A darker shade of blue was introduced as the primary jersey color, and nickel gray was introduced as an accent color. Both the blue and white jerseys featured red side panels. The white jerseys included a dark blue shoulder yoke and royal blue numbers. The helmet remained primarily red with one navy blue, two nickel, two royal blue, two white stripes, and a white face mask. A new logo, a stylized "B" consisting of two bullets and a more detailed buffalo head on top, was proposed and had been released (it can be seen on a few baseball caps that were released for sale), but fan backlash led to the team retaining the running bison logo. The helmet logo adopted in 1974—a charging royal blue bison with a red streak, white horn, and eyeball—remained unchanged.

In 2005, the Bills revived the standing bison helmet and uniform of the mid-1960s as a throwback uniform. The Bills usually wore the all-blue combination at home and the all-white combination on the road when not wearing the throwback uniforms. They stopped wearing blue-on-white after 2006, while the white-on-blue was not worn after 2007. For the 2011 season, the Bills unveiled a new uniform design, an updated rendition of the 1975–83 design. This change includes a return to the white helmets with "charging buffalo" logo, and a return to royal blue instead of navy. The set initially featured striped socks, but by 2021, the Bills gradually reduced their usage and began wearing either all-white or all-blue hosiery without stripes in most games. Buffalo sporadically wore white at home in the 1980s, including all eight home games in 1984, but stopped doing so beginning in 1987. On November 6, 2011, against the New York Jets, the Bills wore white at home for the first time since 1986. Since 2011, the Bills have worn white for home games, either with their primary uniform or a throwback set.

The Bills' uniform received minor alterations as part of the league's new uniform contract with Nike. The new Nike uniform was unveiled on April 3, 2012. On November 12, 2015, the Bills and the New York Jets became the first two teams to participate in the NFL's Color Rush uniform initiative, with Buffalo wearing an all-red combination for the first time in team history. Like the primary uniforms, the set initially had red socks with white and blue stripes, but in 2020, it was replaced with red socks without stripes.

A notable use of the Bills' uniforms outside of football was in the 2018 World Junior Ice Hockey Championships when the United States men's national junior ice hockey team wore Bills-inspired uniforms in their outdoor game against Team Canada on December 29, 2017. This game was also played at the Bills' home stadium, Highmark Stadium. On April 1, 2021, the team announced they would wear white face masks during the upcoming season and beyond. On December 22, 2024, the team debuted a brand new uniform combination consisting of their red Color Rush uniform and white pants.
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​Retired Uniform Numbers
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No. 12



	
Position: Quarterback



	
Born: February 14, 1960 (age 65) Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, U.S.



	
High school: East Brady (East Brady, Pennsylvania)



	
College: Miami (FL) (1978–1982)



	
NFL draft: 1983 / round: 1 / pick: 14



	
Career history



		Houston Gamblers (1984–1985)

	Buffalo Bills (1986–1996)



	
Career highlights and awards



		USFL Most Valuable Player (1984)

	USFL Rookie of the Year (1984)

	2× First-team All-USFL (1984, 1985)

	First-team All-Pro (1991)

	Second-team All-Pro (1992)

	5× Pro Bowl (1987, 1988, 1990–1992)

	NFL passing touchdowns leader (1991)

	NFL passer rating leader (1990)

	NFL completion percentage leader (1990)

	Second-team All-South Independent (1981)

	Buffalo Bills Wall of Fame

	Buffalo Bills 50th Anniversary Team

	Buffalo Bills No. 12 retired

	USFL All-Time Team

	University of Miami Sports Hall of Fame

	NCAA Inspiration Award (2018)



	
Career NFL statistics



	
	Passing attempts:

	4,779


	Passing completions:

	2,874


	Completion percentage:

	60.1%


	TD–INT:

	237–175


	Passing yards:

	35,467
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No. 34



	
Position: Running back



	
Born: May 16, 1966 (age 58) Houston, Texas, U.S.



	
High school: Willowridge (Houston, Texas)



	
College: Oklahoma State (1984–1987)



	
NFL draft: 1988 / round: 2 / pick: 40



	
Career history



		Buffalo Bills (1988–1999)

	Miami Dolphins (2000)



	
Career highlights and awards



		NFL Most Valuable Player (1991)

	NFL Offensive Player of the Year (1991)

	2× First-team All-Pro (1990, 1991)

	3× Second-team All-Pro (1989, 1992, 1993)

	5× Pro Bowl (1989–1993)

	NFL 1990s All-Decade Team

	Buffalo Bills Wall of Fame

	Buffalo Bills 50th Anniversary Team

	Buffalo Bills No. 34 retired

	Consensus All-American (1985)

	First-team All-American (1987)

	2× Big Eight Offensive Player of the Year (1985, 1987)

	3× First-team All-Big Eight (1985, 1986, 1987)

	Oklahoma State Cowboys No. 34 retired



	
Career NFL statistics



	
	Rushing yards:

	12,074


	Rushing average:

	4.2


	Rushing touchdowns:

	65


	Receptions:

	472


	Receiving yards:

	4,458


	Receiving touchdowns:

	23
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No. 78



	
Position: Defensive end



	
Born: June 18, 1963 (age 61) Norfolk, Virginia, U.S.



	
High school: Booker T. Washington (Norfolk, Virginia)



	
College: Virginia Tech (1981–1984)



	
NFL draft: 1985 / round: 1 / pick: 1



	
Career history



		Buffalo Bills (1985–1999)

	Washington Redskins (2000–2003)



	
Career highlights and awards



		2× NFL Defensive Player of the Year (1990, 1996)

	9× First-team All-Pro (1987, 1988, 1990, 1992–1997)

	2× Second-team All-Pro (1989, 1998)

	11× Pro Bowl (1987–1990, 1992–1998)

	2× NFL forced fumbles co-leader (1994, 1996)

	NFL 1980s All-Decade Team

	NFL 1990s All-Decade Team

	NFL 100th Anniversary All-Time Team

	Buffalo Bills Wall of Fame

	Buffalo Bills 50th Anniversary Team

	Buffalo Bills No. 78 retired

	Outland Trophy (1984)

	Consensus All-American (1984)

	First-team All-American (1983)

	Second-team All-South Independent (1982)

	Virginia Tech Hokies No. 78 retired



NFL records


	Most career sacks: 200

	Most seasons with 1+ sacks: 19

	Most seasons with 10+ sacks: 13



	
Career NFL statistics



	
	Total tackles:

	1,224


	Sacks:

	200


	Safeties:

	2


	Forced fumbles:

	43


	Fumble recoveries:

	15


	Interceptions:

	2


	Defensive touchdowns:

	1
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Reduced circulation:

83 Andre Reed, WR, 1985–1999 (Lee Evans III wore No. 83 by special permission)

Since the team's earliest days, the number 31 was not supposed to be issued to any other player. The Bills had stationery and various other team merchandise showing a running player wearing that number, and it was not supposed to represent any specific person but the 'spirit of the team.' In the first three decades of the team's existence, the number 31 was only seen once. In 1969, when reserve running back Preston Ridlehuber damaged his number 36 jersey during a game, equipment manager Tony Marchitte gave him the number 31 jersey to wear while repairing the number 36. The number 31 was not reissued until 1990 when first-round draft choice James Williams wore it for his first two seasons; it has since been returned to general circulation. Cornerback Rasul Douglas is currently wearing the 31 since he joined the Bills in 2023.

Number 32 had been withdrawn from circulation but not retired after O. J. Simpson. Former owner Ralph Wilson insisted on not reissuing the number, even after Simpson's highly publicized murder case and later robbery conviction. The number was placed back into circulation in 2019 with Senorise Perry wearing the number that year; it was most recently worn by linebacker Nicholas Morrow until he was waived in January 2025.

Number 15 was historically only issued sparingly after the retirement of Jack Kemp. It was last worn by wide receiver Marquez Valdes-Scantling in 2024, before he was released on October 15, 2024. Other numbers that have been historically issued only on rare circumstances included the 44 of Elbert Dubenion (worn as of 2024 by Joe Andreessen) and the 66 of Billy Shaw (worn since 2023 by Connor J. McGovern), each of which were typically only issued to players not expected to make the team's regular season roster. Number 1 has also rarely been used for reasons yet to be explained. While there is no proper explanation, Tommy Hughitt was a player-coach for the early Buffalo teams in the New York Pro Football League and NFL from 1918 to 1924 and was both a major on-field success and a fixture in Buffalo culture after his retirement as a politician and auto salesman. Hughitt was reported to wear number 1 during this time. Wide receiver Curtis Samuel currently wears the number; prior to Emmanuel Sanders's one-year stint with the Bills in 2021, it had been 19 years since it had been worn in the regular season when kicker Mike Hollis wore it in 2002. Number 95 has not been reissued since the retirement of Kyle Williams in 2019.
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​​​Pro Football Hall-of-Famers
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	Buffalo Bills Hall of Famers


	Players


	No.

	Name

	Position

	Tenure

	Inducted


	32

	O. J. Simpson

	RB

	1969–1977

	1985


	66

	Billy Shaw

	OG

	1961–1969

	1999


	12

	Jim Kelly

	QB

	1986–1996

	2002


	80

	James Lofton

	WR

	1989–1992

	2003


	68

	Joe DeLamielleure

	OG

	1973–1979 1985

	2003


	34

	Thurman Thomas

	RB

	1988–1999

	2007


	78

	Bruce Smith

	DE

	1985–1999

	2009


	83

	Andre Reed

	WR

	1985–1999

	2014


	81

	Terrell Owens

	WR

	2009

	2018





	Coaches and Executives


	Name

	Position

	Tenure

	Inducted


	Marv Levy

	Head coach - General Manager

	1986–1997 2006–2007

	2001


	Ralph Wilson

	Owner

	1959–2014

	2009


	Bill Polian

	General Manager

	1984–1992

	2015
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​​​Buffalo Bills Wall-of-Fame
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	Inducted

	No.

	Name

	Position

	Tenure


	1980

	32

	O. J. Simpson

	RB

	1969–1977


	1984

	15

	Jack Kemp

	QB

	1962–1969


	1985

	–
[image: ]


	Pat McGroder

	Contributor GM

	1961–1983 1983


	1987

	70

	Tom Sestak

	DT

	1962–1968


	1988

	66

	Billy Shaw

	OG

	1961–1969


	1989

	–
[image: ]


	Ralph C. Wilson Jr.

	Owner

	1959–2014


	1992

	12

	The 12th Man

	Fans

	1960–present


	1993

	44

	Elbert Dubenion

	WR

	1960–1968


	1994

	58

	Mike Stratton

	LB

	1962–1972


	1995

	12

	Joe Ferguson

	QB

	1973–1984


	1996

	–
[image: ]


	Marv Levy

	HC GM

	1986–1997 2006–2007


	1997

	68

	Joe DeLamielleure

	OG

	1973–1979 1985


	1998

	20

	Robert James

	CB

	1969–1974


	1999

	–
[image: ]


	Edward Abramoski

	Trainer

	1960–1996


	2000

	61

	Bob Kalsu

	G

	1968


	26

	George Saimes

	S

	1963–1969


	2001

	12

	Jim Kelly

	QB

	1986–1996


	76

	Fred Smerlas

	DT

	1979–1989


	2002

	67

	Kent Hull

	C

	1986–1996


	2003

	56

	Darryl Talley

	LB

	1983–1994


	2004

	51

	Jim Ritcher

	G

	1980–1993


	2005

	34

	Thurman Thomas

	RB

	1988–1999


	2006

	83

	Andre Reed

	WR

	1985–1999


	2007

	89

	Steve Tasker

	WR

	1986–1997


	2008

	78

	Bruce Smith

	DE

	1985–1999


	2010

	24

	Booker Edgerson

	CB

	1962–1969


	2011

	90

	Phil Hansen

	DE

	1991–2001


	2012

	–
[image: ]


	Bill Polian

	GM

	1984–1992


	2014

	–
[image: ]


	Van Miller

	Broadcaster

	1960–1971 1977–2003


	2015

	–
[image: ]


	Lou Saban

	Coach

	1962–1965 1972–1976


	2017

	34

	Cookie Gilchrist

	RB

	1962–1964





	Pro Football Hall-of-Fame
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​Individual League Awards
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	Coach of the Year

	
	Rookie of the Year


	1964

	Lou Saban

	1966

	Bobby Burnett


	1965

	Lou Saban

	1970

	Dennis Shaw


	1980

	Chuck Knox

	1979

	Jerry Butler


	1988

	Marv Levy

	1980

	Joe Cribbs


	1993

	Marv Levy

	1987

	Shane Conlan


	
	League MVP

	
	Defensive Rookie of the Year


	1964

	Cookie Gilchrist

	1979

	Jim Haslett


	1965

	Jack Kemp

	1987

	Shane Conlan


	1973

	O.J. Simpson

	
	

	1991

	Thurman Thomas

	
	

	2024

	Josh Allen

	
	

	
	Defensive Player of the Year

	
	

	1990

	Bruce Smith

	
	

	1995

	Bryce Paup

	
	

	1996

	Bruce Smith

	
	



[image: Cards That Never Were"... - Rockin' the Rockpile: The Buffalo Bills of the  American Football League | Facebook][image: 1971 Topps Football Card #235: Dennis Shaw rookie card][image: Amazon.com: 1981 Topps Football #173 Jim Haslett RC Rookie Card Buffalo  Bills Official NFL Trading Card in EX-MT or better Condtion : Collectibles  & Fine Art]
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[image: Amazon.com: 1980 Topps # 36 Jerry Butler Buffalo Bills (Football Card)  VG/EX Bills Clemson : Collectibles & Fine Art][image: 1981 Topps Football Card Joe Cribbs Buffalo Bills #103][image: Shane Conlan Trading Cards: Values, Rookies & Hot Deals | Cardbase]

| Page
	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Bills Culture
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The "Bills Backers" are the official fan organization of the Buffalo Bills. It has over 200 chapters across North America, Europe, and Oceania. Also notable is the "Bills Mafia," organized via Twitter beginning in 2010 by Del Reid, Leslie Wille, and Breyon Harris; the phrase "Bills Mafia" had grown to unofficially represent the broad community surrounding and encompassing the team, and players who join the Bills often speak of joining the Bills Mafia. Outsiders frequently treat the Bills' fan base in derogatory terms, especially since the 2010s, partly because of negative press coverage of select fans' wilder antics. In 2020, the Bills filed the “Bills Mafia” name to trademark. 

Bills fans are particularly well known for their wearing of Zubaz zebra-printed sportswear; so much is the association between Bills fans and Zubaz that when a revival of the company opened its first brick-and-mortar storefront, it chose Western New York as its first location. The "wing hat," a hat shaped like a spicy chicken wing (much in the same style as the Green Bay Packers' Cheesehead hats), can also frequently be seen atop Bills fans' heads, having originated as promotional merchandise by the Anchor Bar, the purported inventors of the modern chicken wing as a delicacy. Another hat associated with the Bills fandom is the water buffalo hat, resembling the headgear of the fictional Loyal Order of Water Buffaloes seen in the TV series The Flintstones; this hat gained popularity with the Water Buffalo Club 716, a community of over 2,000 Bills supporters from around the world founded in 2021 by Therese Forton-Barnes. In 1982, a local grocery store introduced the Whammy Weenie as a promotional item, a maraca-like hot dog-shaped device, painted green (which was not a Bills color, but instead painted as such in reference to a military slang term), that Bills fans were supposed to shake at the team's opponents; Bills owner Ralph Wilson, after having seen a Whammy Weenie dangled in front of his suite in the midst of a disappointing season, ordered the Whammy Weenie to be discontinued due to the double entendre it posed. Bills Mafia members are also well known for jumping off elevated surfaces (often cars or RVs) into folding tables, in the style of professional wrestlers, during the pregame tailgate. 

Bills fans are noted for their frequent support for charitable causes, especially helping charities run by players from opposing teams. After the Bills received help in breaking their 17-year playoff drought through a last-minute Cincinnati Bengals victory, Bills fans crowdfunded the charities of Bengals players Andy Dalton and Tyler Boyd with hundreds of thousands of dollars as a gesture of thanks. Also in 2020, following a November 8 upset win over the Seattle Seahawks led by one of the best career performances by quarterback Josh Allen, news emerged that Allen had elected to take the field after having been given the option to sit out the contest as he had received news of his grandmother's death only the night before. Fans showed support for their team and community by donating nearly $700,000 to the Oishei Children's Hospital, an organization supported by Allen throughout his time in Buffalo. Following the Bills' defeat of the Baltimore Ravens in the Divisional round of the 2020–21 NFL playoffs and an injury to Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson late in that game, Bills fans crowdfunded Jackson's favorite charity, Blessings in a Backpack. After a 2024 game between the Bills and Miami Dolphins, Bills fans helped raise $18,000 for Dolphins quarterback Tua Tagovailoa's charity, The Tua Fundation, after Tagovailoa suffered a concussion during the game. 

The Bills are one of the favorite teams of ESPN announcer Chris Berman, who picked the Bills to reach the Super Bowl nearly every year in the 1990s. Berman often uses the catchphrase, "No one circles the wagons like the Buffalo Bills!" Berman gave the induction speech for Bills owner Ralph Wilson when Wilson was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 2009.
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​Stadiums
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[image: 1964 AFL Champion Buffalo Bills | Taylor Blitz Times]War Memorial Stadium {1960-1972}

War Memorial Stadium, colloquially known as The Rockpile, was an outdoor football, baseball and soccer stadium in Buffalo, New York. Opened in 1937 as Roesch Memorial Stadium, the venue was later known as Grover Cleveland Stadium and Civic Stadium. The stadium was home to the Canisius Golden Griffins (NCAA), Buffalo Indians-Tigers (AFL), Buffalo Bills (AAFC), Buffalo Bulls (NCAA), Buffalo Bills (AFL/NFL), Buffalo Bisons (IL), Buffalo White Eagles (ECPSL), Buffalo Blazers (NSL), Buffalo Bisons (EL/AA) and Canisius Golden Griffins (NCAA). It also had a racetrack and hosted several NASCAR events. The venue was demolished in 1989 and replaced with the Johnnie B. Wiley Amateur Athletic Sports Pavilion, which retains entrances from the original stadium.

Football

A preseason neutral site Canadian Football League game between the Hamilton Tiger-Cats and the Toronto Argonauts took place at the venue on August 11, 1951. Hamilton defeated Toronto by a score of 17–11. The venue was host to the Coaches All-America Game from 1961 to 1965. Originally called the Graduation Bowl in its inaugural year, the game was an exhibition between the best college seniors in America who were turning professional.

The stadium hosted three postseason American Football League games:

	1963 AFL Eastern Division playoff: Boston Patriots defeated the Buffalo Bills 26–8 on December 28, 1963

	1964 AFL Championship Game: Buffalo Bills defeated the San Diego Chargers 20–7 on December 26, 1964

	1966 AFL Championship Game: Kansas City Chiefs defeated the Buffalo Bills 31–7 on January 1, 1967


Highmark Stadium {1973-present}

[image: ]Highmark Stadium (also known colloquially as The Ralph) is a stadium in Orchard Park, New York, United States, in the Southtowns of the Buffalo metropolitan area. It is the home venue of the Buffalo Bills of the National Football League (NFL). The stadium opened in 1973 as Rich Stadium. It was known as Ralph Wilson Stadium from 1998 to 2015, New Era Field from 2016 to 2019, and Bills Stadium in 2020. The stadium is open-air, with a capacity of 71,870. It has never had a natural grass surface; AstroTurf was installed in the stadium upon its opening in 1973. The first renovation occurred in 1984 when the stadium's capacity increased to 80,290 with the addition of 16 executive suites.

The first NFL playoff game at the stadium came in the 1988 season, a 17–10 Bills victory over the Houston Oilers on January 1, 1989. The Bills won every ensuing playoff game at the stadium until they were defeated on December 28, 1996 by the Jacksonville Jaguars. They would not lose another playoff game at the stadium until January 22, 2023, when they lost 27–10 in the AFC Divisional Round against the Cincinnati Bengals. The Bills have defeated each of the 31 other teams there at least once and are unbeaten there against three teams: the Arizona Cardinals (5–0), Green Bay Packers (7–0), and Tampa Bay Buccaneers (3–0).
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The 1960 Buffalo Bills season was the club's first season in the American Football League (AFL). Home games were played at War Memorial Stadium in Buffalo, New York. Head Coach Buster Ramsey's Bills compiled a 5–8–1 record, placing them third in the AFL Eastern Division. Unlike most of the offensive-minded AFL, the Bills focused on defense, allowing the third-fewest points in the league (303). Their defensive line boasted Laverne Torczon and Chuck McMurtry (both of whom were 1st Team All-AFL in 1960), as well as a mobile, hard-hitting middle linebacker in Archie Matsos, who was AFL All-Star in each of the three seasons he spent in Buffalo. The Bills' defense led the league in fewest passing yards allowed (2,130) and most passes intercepted (33), with NFL veterans Richie McCabe and Jim Wagstaff in their secondary. 

The Bills' offense, however, was not as competent. The 1960 Bills had the worst passing attack in the AFL, throwing for 2,346 yards. Former Cleveland Browns quarterback Tommy O'Connell started the season 1–3 before being replaced by Johnny Green. Green would go 3–3 as a starter, despite only completing 39% of his passes. Richie Lucas, the Bills' first ever draft pick, was a bust, both at quarterback and at halfback, throwing only 49 passes all season. The Bills did show glimmers of hope on offense, however, by showcasing running back Wray Carlton and flanker Elbert Dubenion, who would later go on to be AFL All-Stars for the Bills in the mid-1960s.


	
	
	
	
	Grass

	
	
	5-8-1

	Game Highlight(s)


	9/11/1960

	
	@

	New York Titans

	G

	3

	27

	L

	Bills held to 113 yards/Harper FG


	9/18/1960

	
	vs

	DENVER

	G

	21

	27

	L

	O’Connell 2 TD pass to Dubenion


	9/23/1960

	FR

	@

	Boston Patriots

	G

	13

	0

	W

	O’Connell TD pass to Smith/Carlton rush TD


	10/2/1960

	
	vs

	L.A. CHARGERS

	G

	10

	24

	L

	Lucas TD pass to Dubenion/Harper FG


	10/9/1960

	
	
	BYE

	
	
	
	
	

	10/16/1960

	
	vs

	NEW YORK TITANS

	G

	13

	17

	L

	Green TD pass to Dubenion/Carlton rush TD


	10/23/1960

	
	vs

	OAKLAND RAIDERS

	G

	38

	9

	W

	Green 243 pass yds-3 TD pass to Carlton


	10/30/1960

	
	vs

	HOUSTON OILERS

	G

	25

	24

	W

	Green 334 pass yds-2 TD pass/Atkins 3 FG


	11/6/1960

	
	vs

	DALLAS TEXANS

	G

	28

	45

	L

	Dubenion 8 catch-161 yds-TD catch


	11/13/1960

	
	@

	Oakland Raiders

	G

	7

	20

	L

	Rychlec 10 catch-123 yds/O’Connell rush TD


	11/20/1960

	
	@

	Los Angeles Chargers

	G

	32

	3

	W

	Matsos INT return TD/Carlton 2 rush TD


	11/27/1960

	
	@

	Denver

	G

	38

	38

	T

	Bills blow 31 pt lead/Yoho INT return TD


	12/4/1960

	
	vs

	BOSTON PATRIOTS

	G

	38

	14

	W

	Wagstaff INT return TD/Chamberlain TD catch


	12/11/1960

	
	@

	Houston Oilers

	G

	23

	31

	L

	Hergert INT return TD/Chamberlain 2 TD catch


	12/18/1960

	
	@

	Dallas Texans

	G

	7

	24

	L

	Lucas 149 total yards-rush TD




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC


	1960 Eastern Division

	W

	L

	T

	PCT

	PF

	PA


	Houston Oilers

	10

	4

	0

	.714

	379

	285


	New York Titans

	7

	7

	0

	.500

	382

	399


	Buffalo Bills

	5

	8

	1

	.385

	296

	303


	Boston Patriots

	5

	9

	0

	.375

	286

	349





	
	Team Leaders

	

	Passing Yds

	Johnny Green

	1,267

	TD Pass

	Johnny Green

	10


	Rushing Yds

	Wray Carlton

	533

	Rush TD

	Wray Carlton

	7


	Receptions

	Tom Rychlec

	45

	TD Rec.

	Elbert Dubenion

	7


	Receiving Yds

	Elbert Dubenion

	752

	Points

	Wray Carlton

	66


	Interceptions

	Archie Matsos

	8

	Sacks

	Chuck McMurtry/LaVerne Torczon

	3.0
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1960 All-Pro Players


	Laverne Torczon

	DE

	OFF AP UPI


	Chuck McMurtry

	DT

	AP


	Archie Matsos

	LB

	OFF AP UPI


	Richie McCabe

	S

	OFF AP




1960 AFL draft


	Birtho Arnold, T/G, Ohio State

	
	Vince Promuto, G, Holy Cross


	Charles Bevins, HB, Morris Brown

	
	Rene Ramirez, HB, Texas


	Don Black, E, New Mexico

	
	Len Rohde, T, Utah State


	Bill Burrell, G, Illinois

	
	Joe Schaffer, T, Tennessee


	Paul Choquette, FB, Brown

	
	Wayne Schneider, HB, Colorado State


	Mike Connelly, C, Utah State

	
	Ivan Toncic, QB, Pittsburgh


	Jim Conroy, FB, USC

	
	Larry Wilson, HB, Utah


	Bob Coogan, T/G, Utah

	
	Dwight Baumgartner, E, Duke


	Louis Cordileone, G, Clemson

	
	Tom Day, T/G, North Carolina A&T


	Ted Dean, FB, Wichita

	
	Babe Dreymala, T/G, Texas


	Willie Evans, HB, Buffalo

	
	Joe Gomes, HB, South Carolina


	Ross Fichtner, QB, Purdue

	
	Mike Graney, E, Notre Dame


	Jon Gilliam, C, E. Texas State

	
	Pete Hall, QB, Marquette


	Al Goldstein, E, North Carolina

	
	Jim Hanna, E, USC


	Jim Houston, E, Ohio State

	
	Ernie Hanson, C, Arizona State


	Ray Jauch, HB, Iowa

	
	John Littlejohn, HB, Kansas State


	Robert Khayat, T, Mississippi

	
	Marvin Luster, E, UCLA


	Ken Kirk, C, Mississippi

	
	Dwight Nichols, HB, Iowa State


	Jim Leo, E, Cincinnati

	
	Merlin Priddy, HB, TCU


	Richie Lucas, QB, Penn State

	
	Gary Ratkowski, HB, Citadel


	Chuck McMurtry, T/G, Whittier

	
	Dale Rems, T/G, Purdue


	Bubba Meyer, E, TCU

	
	Carl Robison, T/G, S. Carolina State


	Andrew Meyer, C, TCU

	
	Bob Sliva, T/G, Stephen F. Austin


	Ron Miller, E, Vanderbilt

	
	James Sorey, T/G, Texas Southern


	Gale Oliver, T, Texas A&M

	
	Jerry Thompson, T/G, Oklahoma


	Harold Olsen, T, Clemson

	
	Royce Whittington, T/G, Southwestern


	Ray Peterson, HB, West Virginia

	
	Darrell Harper, HB, Michigan




Selected game(s) highlights

Houston Oilers at Buffalo Bills

The Bills fell behind 7-0 early to the Oilers on a George Blanda 8 yard pass to Charley Hennigan. They rallied back to take a 9-7 lead on a Johnny Green 70 yard TD pass to Wray Carlton and a Joe Hergert 36 yard field goal. The Bills held a 19-14 halftime lead on a Billy Atkins 18 yard field goal and a Dick Brubaker 10 yard touchdown pass from Green. Billy Cannon caught his second touchdown pass from Blanda, a 53 yarder, and Blanda added a 50 yard field goal, and the Oilers led 24-19 going into the fourth quarter. Atkins kicked a 45 yard field goal and then later kicked a 35 yard field goal to give the Bills a 25-24 victory.
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The 1961 Buffalo Bills season was the team's second year in the American Football League. The Bills played in the Eastern division, winning six games, losing eight, and missing the postseason. The Bills didn't have a winning record at any point in the season; they played their final five games of the season on the road. The Bills had a problematic quarterback situation, with former Redskin M.C. Reynolds, second-year Bills QB Johnny Green and ex-Lion Warren Rabb all struggling at the passer position. None completed more than 46% of their passes, and only Reynolds had a winning record (2–1) and threw for more than 1,000 yards. Punter Billy Atkins led the league in punts, with 85; he also led the league with 44.5 yards per punt. Atkins also played safety for the Bills in 1961, and led the league with 10 interceptions, and was 2nd-Team All-AFL on defense. Middle linebacker Archie Matsos was 1st-Team All-AFL for the second consecutive year, as was defensive tackle Chuck McMurtry. Defensive tackle LaVerne Torczon was 2nd-Team All-AFL in 1961.


	
	
	
	
	Grass

	
	
	6-8

	Game Highlight(s)


	9/10/1961

	
	vs

	DENVER

	G

	10

	22

	L

	Dubenion rush TD/Bills QB’s throw 3 INT’s


	9/17/1961

	
	vs

	NEW YORK TITANS

	G

	41

	31

	W

	Brown kick return TD/Dubenion rush TD-catch TD


	9/23/1961

	SAT

	vs

	BOSTON PATRIOTS

	G

	21

	23

	L

	Bills held to 175 total yards/Reynolds rush TD-pass TD


	9/30/1961

	
	vs

	SAN DIEGO

	G

	11

	19

	L

	Reynolds 177 pass yds-TD pass to Dubenion


	10/8/1961

	
	@

	Houston Oilers

	G

	22

	12

	W

	Brown & Carlton rush TD/Rabb TD pass to Richards


	10/15/1961

	
	vs

	DALLAS TEXANS

	G

	27

	24

	W

	Lucas fumble return TD/Hergert 2 FG’s


	10/22/1961

	
	@

	Boston Patriots

	G

	21

	52

	L

	Rabb 261 pass yds-2 TD pass to Rychlec/Richards TD


	10/29/1961

	
	vs

	HOUSTON OILERS

	G

	16

	28

	L

	Atkins & Reynolds rush TD/Reynolds throws 3 INT’s


	11/5/1961

	
	vs

	OAKLAND RAIDERS

	G

	22

	31

	L

	Green 244 pass yds-TD pass to Bass & Dubenion


	11/12/1961

	
	@

	Dallas Texans

	G

	30

	20

	W

	Muelhaupt fumble recovery TD/Atkins 2 INT’s


	11/19/1961

	
	@

	Denver

	G

	23

	10

	W

	Barber INT return TD/Green 209 pass yds-2 TD pass


	11/23/1961

	TH

	@

	New York Titans

	G

	14

	21

	L

	Green TD pass to Dubenion/Reynolds rush TD


	12/3/1961

	
	@

	Oakland Raiders

	G

	26

	21

	W

	Baker 97 rush yds-2 rush TD/Green TD pass to Bohling


	12/10/1961

	
	@

	San Diego

	G

	10

	28

	L

	McDonald fumble return TD/Atkins & Barber INT’s




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC


	1961 Eastern Division

	W

	L

	T

	PCT

	PF

	PA


	Houston Oilers

	10

	3

	1

	.769

	513

	242


	Boston Patriots

	9

	4

	1

	.692

	413

	313


	New York Titans

	7

	7

	0

	.500

	301

	390


	Buffalo Bills

	6

	8

	0

	.429

	294

	342





	
	Team Leaders

	

	Passing Yds

	M.C. Reynolds

	1,004

	TD Pass

	Johnny Green

	6


	Rushing Yds

	Art Baker

	498

	Rush TD

	Wray Carlton/M.C. Reynolds

	4


	Receptions

	Glenn Bass

	50

	TD Rec.

	Elbert Dubenion

	6


	Receiving Yds

	Glenn Bass

	765

	Points

	Elbert Dubenion

	48


	Interceptions

	*Billy Atkins

	10

	Sacks

	Mack Yoho

	7.5




*-Season Record

1961 All-Pro Players


	Laverne Torczon

	DE

	UPI NY


	Chuck McMurtry

	DT

	OFF


	Archie Matsos

	LB

	OFF NY


	Billy Atkins

	S

	AP UPI TSN NY
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1961 AFL draft


	Round

	Player

	Position

	College


	1

	Ken Rice

	Tackle

	Auburn


	2

	Billy Shaw

	Tackle

	Georgia Tech


	3

	Art Baker

	Fullback

	Syracuse


	3

	Tom Gilburg

	Tackle

	Syracuse


	4

	Stew Barber

	Tackle

	Penn State


	5

	Norm Snead

	Quarterback

	Wake Forest


	6

	Fred Brown

	Halfback

	Georgia


	7

	Albert Bemiller

	Center

	Syracuse


	8

	Charles Linning

	Tackle

	Miami


	9

	William Majors

	Halfback

	Tennessee


	10

	Don Kern

	Halfback

	VMI


	11

	Roy Wall

	Halfback

	North Carolina


	12

	Floyd Powers

	Guard

	Mississippi State


	13

	Tom Causey

	Offensive end

	Louisiana Tech


	14

	Ron Kostelnik

	Tackle

	Cincinnati


	15

	Jerry Frye

	Offensive end

	South Carolina


	16

	Vincent Scott

	Offensive end

	Maryland


	17

	Wayne Wolff

	Tackle

	Wake Forest


	18

	John Bodkin

	Guard

	South Carolina


	19

	Charley Barnes

	Offensive end

	NE Louisiana State


	20

	Everett Cloud

	Halfback

	Maryland


	21

	Larry Vargo

	Offensive end

	Detroit


	22

	Charles Baker

	Tackle

	Tennessee


	23

	William Mack

	Halfback

	Notre Dame


	24

	Frank Jackunas

	Center

	Detroit


	25

	Jack Harbaugh

	Halfback

	Bowling Green


	26

	Lorenzo Stanford

	Tackle

	North Carolina A & I


	27

	Bob Allen

	Offensive end

	Wake Forest


	28

	Jason Harness

	Offensive end

	Michigan State


	29

	Mike Stock

	Halfback

	Northwestern


	30

	William Martin

	Halfback

	Minnesota




Selected game(s) highlights

Dallas Texans at Buffalo Bills

The Texans took an early 3-0 lead on a Jack Spikes 19 yard field goal. The Bills tied it up on a Joe Hergert 32 yard field goal. They took a 17-3 lead into the fourth quarter on a M.C. Reynolds 1 yard touchdown run in the second quarter and a Glenn Bass 76 yard touchdown reception from Warren Rabb in the third quarter. Hergert kicked a 45 yard field goal to extend the lead to 20-3 early in the fourth quarter. Abner Haynes scored the first of his three 4th quarter touchdowns on a 69 yard pass from Cotton Davidson, then a 3 yard run to cut the lead to 20-17. Richie Lucas helped seal the win with a 19 yard fumble return for a touchdown to make it 27-17 for the Bills. Haynes returned the following Kickoff 87 yards for a touchdown, but the Bills held on for a 27-24 victory.

| Page
	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

[image: ]1962 Buffalo Bills

[image: ]


The 1962 Buffalo Bills season was the team’s third season in the American Football League. The Bills finished the season with a 7–6–1 record, third place in the AFL East; it was the Bills' first-ever season finishing with a winning record. The Bills lost their first five games of the season but finished the final nine games with only one loss (and one tie). The Bills were a run-heavy offense in 1962; they led the league in rushing yards, with 2,480. The Bills ran the ball 58.8 percent of the time on offense. The Bills gained 5.0 yards per carry as a team, tied for the league lead. Bills running back Cookie Gilchrist, who came to the Bills in 1962 from the Canadian Football League, led the AFL in rushing yards with 1,096 yards. and 13 rushing touchdowns. Running back Wray Carlton ran for 530 yards but led the league with 5.6 yards per rushing attempt. The Bills' defense got a major infusion of talent on defense, as rookies Tom Sestak, Mike Stratton, Ray Abruzzese, and Booker Edgerson won starting jobs.

The Bills selected Heisman Trophy winner Ernie Davis from Syracuse with their first draft pick, and Davis may have very well signed with his hometown Bills (Davis grew up in nearby Elmira), since the National Football League team that drafted him, the Washington Redskins, was led by avowed racist George Preston Marshall and had only drafted Davis as a token black to avoid losing the Redskins' stadium lease; Davis refused to play for the Redskins. The Redskins traded Davis's rights to the Cleveland Browns, and Davis instead signed with the Browns. Unfortunately for all parties, Davis was diagnosed with acute monocytic leukemia in the summer of 1962, and the Browns barred him from playing for the team (despite the cancer being in remission by the time the preseason began). The cancer later returned, and Davis died May 18, 1963, having never played a down of professional football.

	AFL Player of the Year: Cookie Gilchrist-Buffalo Bills {AP, UPI}



	
	
	
	
	Grass

	
	
	7-6-1

	Game Highlight(s)


	9/9/1962

	
	vs

	HOUSTON OILERS

	G

	23

	28

	L

	Baker kick return TD/Rabb rush TD-TD pass


	9/15/1962

	SAT

	vs

	DENVER

	G

	20

	23

	L

	Gilchrist 131 rush yds-rush TD-TD catch


	9/22/1962

	SAT

	vs

	NEW YORK TITANS

	G

	6

	17

	L

	Rabb TD pass to Dubenion/Crow 95 rush yds


	9/30/1962

	
	@

	Dallas Texans

	G

	21

	41

	L

	Charon blocked punt return TD


	10/7/1962

	
	@

	Houston Oilers

	G

	14

	17

	L

	Charon INT return TD/Gilchrist rush TD


	10/13/1962

	SAT

	vs

	SAN DIEGO

	G

	35

	10

	W

	Gilchrist 124 rush yds-rush TD-TD catch


	10/20/1962

	SAT

	vs

	OAKLAND RAIDERS

	G

	14

	6

	W

	Rabb & Gilchrist rush TD’s/Gilchrist 143 rush yds


	10/28/1962

	
	@

	Denver

	G

	45

	38

	W

	Sestak INT return TD/Gilchrist 2 rush TD’s


	11/3/1962

	SAT

	vs

	BOSTON PATRIOTS

	G

	28

	28

	T

	Dubenion kick return TD/Moore INT return TD


	11/11/1962

	
	@

	San Diego

	G

	40

	20

	W

	Carlton 2 rush TD/Gilchrist rush TD-2 FG’s


	11/18/1962

	
	@

	Oakland Raiders

	G

	10

	6

	W

	Gilchrist 103 rush yds/Kemp TD pass to Crow


	11/23/1962

	FR

	@

	Boston Patriots

	G

	10

	21

	L

	Kemp 194 pass yds-rush TD


	12/2/1962

	
	vs

	DALLAS TEXANS

	G

	23

	14

	W

	Kemp 248 pass yds-2 TD pass/Warlick 117 rec yds


	12/8/1962

	SAT

	@

	New York Titans

	G

	20

	3

	W

	Gilchrist 143 rush yds-2 rush TD-2 FG’s




Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC


	1962 Eastern Division

	W

	L

	T

	PCT

	PF

	PA


	Houston Oilers

	11

	3

	0

	.786

	387

	270


	Boston Patriots

	9

	4

	1

	.692

	346

	295


	Buffalo Bills

	7

	6

	1

	.538

	309

	272


	New York Titans

	5

	9

	0

	.357

	278

	423





	
	Team Leaders

	

	Passing Yds

	Warren Rabb

	1,196

	TD Pass

	Warren Rabb

	10


	Rushing Yds

	Cookie Gilchrist

	1,096

	Rush TD

	Cookie Gilchrist

	13


	Receptions

	Ernie Warlick

	35

	TD Rec.

	Elbert Dubenion

	5


	Receiving Yds

	Elbert Dubenion

	571

	Points

	Cookie Gilchrist

	128


	Interceptions

	Carl Charon

	7

	Sacks

	Mack Yoho

	5.5
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1962 All-Pro Players


	Harold Olson

	OT

	AP


	Billy Shaw

	OG

	AP


	Cookie Gilchrist

	FB

	AP UPI TSN PFD




1962 AFL draft


	Round

	Player

	Position

	College

	Round

	Player

	Position

	College


	1

	Ernie Davis

	Halfback

	Syracuse

	18

	Joe Kehoe

	End

	Virginia


	2

	Glenn Glass

	Halfback

	Tennessee

	19

	Bill Johnson

	Linebacker

	SE Louisiana


	3

	John Elwell

	End

	Purdue

	20

	Sam Tidmore

	End

	Ohio State


	5

	Tom Dellinger

	Halfback

	NC State

	21

	Carey Henley

	Halfback

	Chattanooga


	6

	Dave Viti

	End

	Boston University

	22

	Tom Hall

	End

	Minnesota


	7

	Jim LeCompte

	Guard

	North Carolina

	23

	Ray Abruzzese

	Halfback

	Alabama


	8

	Paul White

	Halfback

	Florida

	24

	Stan Sczurek

	Guard

	Purdue


	9

	Bill Saul

	Center

	Penn State

	25

	Dave Gash

	End

	Kentucky


	10

	Amos Bullocks

	Halfback

	Southern Illinois

	26

	Ed Reynolds

	Tackle

	Tulane


	11

	Jerry Croft

	Guard

	Bowling Green

	27

	Claude Crabb

	Halfback

	Colorado


	11

	Tom Pennington

	End

	Georgia

	28

	Roy Walker

	Fullback

	Purdue


	13

	Ron Gassert

	Tackle

	Virginia

	29

	Jim Beaver

	Guard

	Florida


	13

	Mike Stratton

	End

	Tennessee

	30

	Cody Binkley

	Center

	Vanderbilt


	14

	Ron Scufca

	Tackle

	Purdue

	31

	Jim Collier

	End

	Arkansas


	15

	Roger Kochman

	Halfback

	Penn State

	32

	Ken Erickson

	End

	Syracuse


	16

	Frank Imperiale

	Tackle

	Southern Illinois

	33

	Tony Parilli

	Guard

	Illinois


	17

	Tom Sestak

	End

	McNeese State

	34

	Ben Charles

	Quarterback

	USC




Selected game(s) highlights

San Diego Chargers at Buffalo Bills

Buffalo dominated the Chargers in numerous statistics. The Bills pulled off a fake field goal in the 1st quarter, and Warren Rabb threw a touchdown three plays later. Hadl's next two passes were both intercepted, with Rabb throwing a 76-yard touchdown after the second of these. With San Diego offering little threat, it was 35–3 to the Bills before Mitinger recovered a fumble and Hezekiah Braxton rushed for his only professional touchdown. Hadl finished 2 of 12 for 17 yards and two interceptions, for a quarterback rating of zero; Wood replaced him and went 8 of 20 for 70 yards and two further interceptions. Buffalo outgained San Diego 439–115 and had combined rushing stats of 48 carries, 303 yards and two touchdowns. Two Bills (Cookie Gilchrist and Wayne Crow) rushed for over 100 yards. Rabb only completed five passes, but three of those were for touchdowns. 

Buffalo Bills at San Diego Chargers

Buffalo again dominated the Chargers early on, though San Diego made the final score respectable. With Hadl throwing two interceptions and losing a fumble in the first half, Buffalo scored on their first six possessions and led 37–0 at halftime. While San Diego never seriously threatened a comeback, they did pick up three touchdowns from their four second half possessions. Hadl's 15-yard pass to Kocourek capped a 90-yard drive, and Jackson scored twice from close in, while Braxton added a two point conversion. In contrast to the statistical dominance of the first game, San Diego gained slightly more yardage on offense (370–335), though they lost the turnover count 5–2. MacKinnon rushed 17 times for 102 yards, while Kocourek caught 7 passes for 126 yards and a touchdown.

[image: Cookie Gilchrist , Running Back, Buffalo Bills. '62 AFL MVP :  r/Oldschool_NFL]
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The 1963 Buffalo Bills season was the team’s fourth season in the American Football League. Winless after their first four games, Buffalo won seven of the final ten games, including the final two over the New York Jets, to finish with their second-consecutive 7–6–1 record, tied with the Boston Patriots atop the Eastern division. In this era, this required a tiebreaker playoff, the AFL's first. The Patriots and Bills had split their season series, each team winning at home, and the Bills were slight favorites as playoff hosts. The playoff game on December 28 was played on a snowy field at War Memorial Stadium and Boston won 26–8, ending Buffalo's season.

The Bills were favored by many to win the AFL's Eastern division before the season, but for the second consecutive season, the Bills had a terrible start to the year, winless in their first four games, with a 0–3–1 record. The Bills rallied to win five of their next six games before going 2–2 in the final four weeks. Quarterback Jack Kemp was the opening day starter for the first time after an abbreviated 1962 season. By Week Four, however, he was splitting time with rookie Daryle Lamonica. During the middle of the Bills' season (other than two Lamonica starts in Weeks 13 and 14), Kemp established himself as the team's leader and full-time passer. Kemp was conservative, but effective, with only 5.2% of his passes being intercepted. Wide receivers Elbert Dubenion (53 catches for 959 yards) and Bill Miller (69 for 860) were Kemp's biggest targets in 1963, with Cookie Gilchrist leading the team with 979 rushing yards, third in the league. Gilchrist's 12 rushing touchdowns led the AFL, as did his 256 total touches. Gilchrist set a then-record for yards in a game, with 243 in a blowout win against the Jets in Week Fourteen. Halfback Wray Carlton was sidelined for most of the season with an injury, forcing Gilchrist to shoulder most of the load. 

Going into the final week of the season, the Bills were 6–5–1, whereas the division-leading Patriots were 7–5–1: a Patriots win, or a Bills loss would eliminate them. Instead, the Patriots were blown out 35–3 at defending champion Kansas City, and the Bills rallied in the fourth quarter to defeat the Jets in the final sporting event played at the Polo Grounds. The Bills and Patriots, now both 7–6–1, had to play a tiebreaker playoff to determine who would face the Western Division champion Chargers (11–3) in the AFL championship game. On a freezing day and snowy field in Buffalo, the Bills trailed 16–0 at halftime. Buffalo's only score was a 93-yard pass from Daryle Lamonica to Elbert Dubenion in the third quarter, with a successful two-point conversion to cut the lead in half. 

	BUFFALO

	
	
	1963

	Grass

	
	
	7-6-1

	Game Highlight(s)


	9/8/1963

	
	@

	San Diego

	G

	10

	14

	L

	Kemp 220 pass yds/Brown rush TD


	9/15/1963

	
	@

	Oakland Raiders

	G

	17

	35

	L

	Kemp 284 pass yds-2 TD pass to Dubenion


	9/22/1963

	
	vs

	KANSAS CITY

	G

	27

	27

	T

	Stratton INT return TD/Kemp 2 rush TD


	9/28/1963

	SAT

	vs

	HOUSTON OILERS

	G

	20

	31

	L

	Charon fumble return TD/Yoho 2 FG’s


	10/5/1963

	SAT

	vs

	OAKLAND RAIDERS

	G

	12

	0

	W

	Miller 12 catch-152 yds-TD catch from Kemp


	10/13/1963

	
	@

	Kansas City

	G

	35

	26

	W

	Kemp 300 pass yds-2 TD pass/Gilchrist 2 TD’s


	10/20/1963

	
	@

	Houston Oilers

	G

	14

	28

	L

	Kemp 252 pass yds-2 TD pass-4 INT’s


	10/26/1963

	SAT

	vs

	BOSTON PATRIOTS

	G

	28

	21

	W

	Kemp 317 pass yds-TD pass-3 rush TD’s


	11/3/1963

	
	@

	Denver

	G

	30

	28

	W

	Gilchrist 125 rush yds-rush TD-TD catch


	11/9/1963

	SAT

	vs

	DENVER

	G

	27

	17

	W

	Kemp 273 pass yds-3 TD pass-rush TD


	11/17/1963

	
	vs

	SAN DIEGO

	G

	13

	23

	L

	Gilchrist 95 rush yds-rush TD/Yoho 2 FG’s


	12/1/1963

	
	@

	Boston Patriots

	G

	7

	17

	L

	Gilchrist rush TD/Kemp 191 pass yds


	12/8/1963

	
	vs

	NEW YORK JETS

	G

	45

	14

	W

	*Gilchrist 5 rush TD’s-243 rush yds


	12/14/1963

	SAT

	@

	New York Jets

	G

	19

	10

	W

	Gilchrist 114 rush yds-rush TD/Kemp rush TD


	12/28/1963

	SAT

	vs

	BOSTON PATRIOTS

	G

	8

	26

	L

	AFL Eastern Division Playoff Game



Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

*-Single Game Record
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	1963 Eastern Division

	W

	L

	T

	PCT

	PF

	PA


	
Boston Patriots


	7

	6

	1

	.538

	327

	257


	
Buffalo Bills


	7

	6

	1

	.538

	304

	291


	
Houston Oilers


	6

	8

	0

	.429

	302

	372


	
New York Jets


	5

	8

	1

	.385

	249

	399





	
	Team Leaders

	

	Passing Yds

	Jack Kemp

	2,910

	TD Pass

	Jack Kemp

	13


	Rushing Yds

	Cookie Gilchrist

	979

	Rush TD

	Cookie Gilchrist

	12


	Receptions

	Bill Miller

	69

	TD Rec.

	Elbert Dubenion

	4


	Receiving Yds

	Elbert Dubenion

	959

	Points

	Cookie Gilchrist

	84


	Interceptions

	John Tracey/Willie West

	5

	Sacks

	Tom Sestak

	7.5


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



1963 All-Pro Players


	Stew Barber

	OT

	AP UPI NY


	Billy Shaw

	OG

	AP UPI TSN NEA NY


	Cookie Gilchrist

	FB

	NY


	Tom Sestak

	DT

	AP UPI TSN NEA NY




1963 AFL draft


	Round

	Player

	Position

	College


	1

	Dave Behrman

	Center

	Michigan State


	2

	Jim Dunaway

	Defensive Tackle

	Mississippi


	2

	Tom Hutchinson

	Tight End

	Kentucky


	3

	Tom Brown

	Defensive Back

	Maryland


	4

	Tom Woodeshick

	Running back

	West Virginia


	6

	Bob Jencks

	Tight End

	Miami (OH)


	6

	Jim Moss

	Linebacker

	South Carolina


	7

	Jim Kanicki

	Defensive Tackle

	Michigan State


	9

	Larry Stallings

	Linebacker

	Georgia Tech


	10

	Ron Snidow

	Defensive End

	Oregon


	11

	Ron Goodwin

	Flanker

	Baylor


	14

	J.B. Simmons

	End

	Tulsa


	15

	Paul Underhill

	Fullback

	Missouri


	16

	Ed Hoerster

	Linebacker

	Notre Dame


	17

	Jeff Slabaugh

	Tackle

	Indiana


	18

	Herb Paterra

	Linebacker

	Michigan State


	19

	Eugene Sykes

	Defensive Back

	LSU


	20

	Harlow Fullwood

	Tackle

	Virginia


	21

	Ed Adamchik

	Center

	Pittsburgh


	22

	Chuck Walker

	Defensive Tackle

	Duke


	23

	Bob Middleton

	End

	Ohio State


	24

	Daryle Lamonica

	Quarterback

	Notre Dame


	25

	Ron Carlson

	End

	Wisconsin


	26

	Willis Crenshaw

	Running Back

	Kansas State


	27

	Dick Quast

	Guard

	Memphis


	28

	Leon Mavity

	Halfback

	Colorado


	29

	Charlie Killett

	Halfback

	Memphis
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Selected game(s) highlights

[image: Kansas City Chiefs vs Bills 1963 Framed Program Cover | Sports Decor]Buffalo Bills at Kansas City Chiefs 

Trailing 10-0, Both Jack Kemp and Cookie Gilchrist added 1 yard runs to put the Bills up 14-10. The Chiefs would answer with a 27 yard FG to pull within 14-13. Gilchrist would answer that with his second TD on the day, another 1 yard run. The Bills took the 21-13 lead to the locker room. In the 3rd, Chris Burford pulled in a 33 yard TD pass from Dawson to close the gap to 21-19. KC’s attempt to tie on the 2 point conversion failed. 18 seconds later, Kemp hit Kochman with a beautiful 63 yard pass to blow the game open. Kansas City did manage to crawl back into the contest with an Abner Haynes 4 yard run, set up by a Kemp interception. With only 1:40 remaining in the game and backed up on the Bills 11, Lou Saban had the perfect play called for the perfect opportunity. Off a Chiefs blitz, Elbert Dubenion was locked up 1 on 1 coverage. Blowing past his man, Kemp hit his speedy Wide Receiver and they connected for the game breaking score, an 89 yard TD.

Buffalo Bills at Denver Broncos

In Denver’s Bears stadium, the Buffalo offense overcame 4 Cookie Gilchrist fumbles and an injury to Jack Kemp to pull out a narrow but exiting 30-28 win. Buffalo set a team record with 459 total yards in the game. Gilchrist had his first 100 yard day, getting 125 yards on the ground (160 overall) and 2 TDs. Trailing 14-7 at the half, Daryle Lamonica came in relief of the injured Kemp and engineered 3 scoring drives in the 3rd quarter- the most exciting being a 74 yard bomb to the speedy WR Glen Bass to make it 17-10 Bills. Bass was activated off the Bills Taxi squad prior to the game. The Broncos gave Buffalo the ball right back on a fumbled kickoff return- setting up Cookie Gilchrist’s first TD on the day. Denver QB Don Breaux opened the final quarter with his 3rd TD pass of the day, a 43 yard strike to Bob Scarpito. Lamonica wasted no time retaliating, hitting Gilchrist with his second TD on the day, a 35 yard screen pass. Breaux made it interesting closing the Bills lead to 30-28 with a 71 yard TD pass of his own late. Denver missed a 53 yard FG in the closing minutes to preserve the Buffalo win.

Buffalo Bills at New York Jets

After an early field goal by Buffalo’s Mack Yoho, the Jets answered when Don Maynard beat Bills CB Willie West for a 73 yard touchdown pass. Galen Hall’s pass was deflected and nearly intercepted by Woods, only to have the tipped ball land in Maynard’s hands as he raced to the end zone. With the season on the line and Lamonica struggling, coach Lou Saban brought back his benched QB in relief. Jack Kemp returned to direct 3 scoring drives over the last 18 minutes to put the Bills into a tie for the division lead. Kemp drove the Bills to the goal line twice only to be turned away without points. One drive ended at Jet 5 only to see the clock run out at halftime. The Bills opened the second half again driving to the Jet end zone only to get thwarted by an interception. The third time was the charm, as Kemp finished off a 53 yard drive taking it in himself from 4 yards out. Mack Yoho’s extra point was blocked, drawing the Bills to within 10-9. The Jets tried to expand their lead driving to the Bills 20 yard line before missing a 34 yard field goal to open the final quarter. Kemp drove the Bills downfield again. 80 yards and 10 plays later, Cookie Gilchrist gave Buffalo the lead they would never relinquish. Lamonica pulled a fake on the extra point and connected with John Tracey to give Buffalo a 17-10 lead with 10:11 remaining in the game. Mack Yoho finished the scoring on a QB
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