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			I lose myself among these too bright lights.

		


			
			

		


		
			About The Cielonaut

		


		
			The Cielonaut is sole survivor of an accident on lift off. His interstellar ship is on a journey across the universe, with no direction, and under no control. The weight of dead companions travels with him as a personal burden.

			The life he has left behind is gone. Lost among the vagaries of lightspeed and light-time. The future is an unknown emptiness.

			This poetry collection is an exploration of mood and emotion in a lost soul, with the awe of stars and galaxies only adding to the profound loneliness of The Cielonaut.

			Images used in The Cielonaut have been taken from the NASA Image and Video Library (https://images.nasa.gov/). References are given for each image.

			The author extends a heartfelt thank you to NASA for making this wonderful resource accessible for general use, and for this collection of poetry. Also, for allowing the author to wallow in his own sense of awe at the wonder that is our universe.
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			(prelude): astro-bear

			I will place
a bear
with you

			a soft-furred 
teddy bear

			a smiling face
to keep you company
while you travel

			I could wish you
a golden bower bird

			a cup of rain

			perhaps
a tree
from the forest

			the mountain ash
from beside 
the track you always walked
when you were younger

			with your dog

			but these are things
that belong to the earth
that belong
to where they are

			so 
take this little yellow bear
to place beside
the panel
of your instruments


			or keep it
maybe
on the bunk
where you will lay down
for your times of rest

			take it
anyway
as a piece
of me

			on your journey
to the stars

			when you look at it
you might see
my eyes

			when you look at it
you might see 
me

			I will not
be waiting
I
will go to dust
but
the memory

			of who

			of what I am to you

			will beat
as a heart
in this
sentimental
astro-bear

			and I will live
in a small-bear way
for you
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			… … beacon, I follow …

			light the beacon

			hold the light

			shine the way

			oh
my love
I will follow
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			… … I come …

			here I come

			bring me
through
the darkness

			here I come

			now 
I
am the shooting star

			it is me
into the universe

			here
I come
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			… … shine …

			these are
the stars
you know

			this
is space

			where nothing 
twinkles
but . . .

			it shines
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