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More Bizarre Cat Facts

Strange Litter Box Behavior

Some cats and kittens like to play or even sleep in their litter boxes. They may find familiar scents in the litter, like the aroma from the scent glands in their paws that is deposited when they dig in the litter.

Cats may like to sleep in the litter box because it is a partially closed in space that cats love. Felines like to sleep in closed-in places for security from predators and for warmth.

Bizarre Deformities in Cats

1.     Frankenkitten.

-       Born a stray in Geelong, Victoria, Australia, this ten-month-old kitten was brought to the Geelong Animal Welfare Society along with his brother. He caused quite a hubbub when he was brought in.

You see, Frankenkitten (Frankie, for short) was born with four ears. Two normal sized ears and two smaller ears in front of the regular ones. The smaller ears are known as “pinna ears,” meaning they have no internal parts. Also, his right eye was deformed from birth and infected. Soon after his arrival, the defective, infectious eye was surgically removed.

Almost right after eye surgery, Frankie and his brother were fostered by Georgia Anderson, a local volunteer. She named him Frankenkitten because of the scar and the numerous stitches in his face from the surgery. But that’s not the end.

Frankie also has a major overbite. As he grows up, he will need major dental surgery, including the removal of his lower canines, so they don’t grow through the roof of his mouth.

Frankie turned out to be an affectionate, playful kitty and stole Georgia’s heart. So, after the eight-day adoption waiting period, Frankie joined Georgia’s home forever. He now plays with his fellow cat housemates with lots of energy and mischief.   

2.     The Kitten Born with Six Legs.

-       A stray and pregnant cat mother, who was about to give birth, was left at the Feline Friends Charity in North East England. Bridget, the staff called her, birthed six kittens but only four survived, unfortunately. One was an orange tabby born with twisted leg syndrome and named Henri.

As Henri grew, they found out two amazing things about the kitty. First, he was a she, and she had two growths that were believed to be skin tags on the inside of her hind legs. So, Henrietta became her name.

During the course of treating Henrietta’s twisted leg syndrome by massaging the deformed legs every three hours as she matured, the volunteers discovered the growths but thought nothing of the “skin tags.”

As Henrietta grew so did the growths, developing paw pads and claws. After a vet check, they were determined to be two extra legs. The additional appendages did not impede the cat as she could still run, jump, and play with the other kittens and use the litter box with no problems.

However, the extra legs were surgically removed when she was spayed because they would’ve inhibited her as she grew. What’s also unusual is she is a female ginger which only happens in about 20% of orange tabbies.

3.     Twisted Leg Syndrome in New Born Kittens.

-       Twisted leg syndrome is caused by something pushing up against the kitten’s legs in the womb or with large litters of kittens being pressed into each other because of a lack of room in the womb.

It is a condition resulting from contracted tendons. This is not a genetic abnormality. This is most likely to occur when the feline fetus is in a poor position inside the amniotic sac, possibly caused by crowding in the uterus. During pregnancy, the growing kitten did not have enough room to develop its legs and lay normally. Additionally, it had little, if any, movement. Resulting in twisted legs that become tense because they could not move or flex their legs.

This can affect all breeds and in different sizes of litters – big and small.

Twisted leg syndrome can be treated by “untwisting” the legs through a stretching and flexing form of physiotherapy.

4.     Born with Four Ears.

-       In a pub in the Chicago’s South Side, a kitten – the last of the litter – was being passed around. The kitten’s owner was looking for a forever home for the little kitty.

But, you see, this was an extraordinary kitten. He was born with four ears. He has two normal-sized ears and two smaller ones a little behind his regular ones. So, no one wanted him until...

Valerie and Ted Rock entered the pub and saw the kitten being past back-and-forth. The small feline was past to Ted. The kitty reached out to the man. He cuddled into the crook of Ted’s neck and took a nap.

The Rocks had lost a cat they’d had for twenty years and thought, not again. But the kitten changed Ted’s mind with a simple kitty cuddle. Needless to say, the Rocks took the little four-eared feline home and named him Yoda because he looked like the Star Wars Jedi Master.

A trip to the animal clinic for a check-up surprised the veterinarian, who had never seen a kitten with four ears. They gave Yoda a clean bill of health – no problem with the extra ears. And he had his forever home.

5.     Two-Faced Kittens.

-       Are there two-faced cats? Indeed, there are. But what causes this deformity?

Sometimes this happens with a conjoined or Siamese twins (can you imagine Siamese Siamese twins?) where kittens are joined and produce two faces on one head.

Although rare, two-faced cats – called Janus cats after the two-faced Roman god – usually only live brief lives.

Other causes of the condition include genetic abnormalities. Also, an excessive amount of the SHH (Sonic Hedgehog – yes, they named it after Sonic the Hedgehog) protein plays a role in the kitten’s developing face. A viral infection can be a cause, too.

Bizarre Cat Medical

Heartworm in Cats

It was once thought that cats do not get heartworm – it was a dog malady. But cats can get heartworm, too.

Infected mosquitoes transmit infective heartworm larvae into cats. But felines are not as susceptible to the long blood suckers as dogs. Cats are not natural hosts of heartworm. So the parasitic worms do not thrive in a cat like they would in a dog, but they can cause severe damage to the heart, lungs and other organs, causing death. As mosquitoes come indoors, both indoor and outdoor cats can become infected.

Some infected cats can fight off the heartworms with no symptoms. But some felines are killed suddenly from a heartworm infestation without having symptoms.

Symptoms may include lower activity, loss of appetite, and weight loss. More severe signs include difficulty breathing, coughing, and an accelerated respiratory rate.

The best treatment is prevention. A monthly dose of FDA approved medication, both oral and topical, can be prescribed by your veterinarian.

Heartworm in cats occurs mainly in warm and moist climates where the infectious mosquitoes thrive.

What? Anal Sacs in Cats?

Yes, cats have two anal sacs that are small pockets on either side of the interior of the anus. These sacs are lined with many sweat glands that emit a bad smelling fluid. The anal sacs store the fluid until it is released into the anus through two small ducts – one in each sac. Both males and females have anal sacs.

Also called anal glands, the sacs release the fluid to mark territory.

With each bowel movement, a little of the anal fluid is released and sticks to the fecal matter, giving it a pungent, unpleasant odor.

The anal glands or their ducts can become infected and inflamed by any number of causes.

Cats can also suffer from anal sac disease which develops anal sac abscesses that can block the ducts, leading to a rupture. If this occurs, it’s time for a trip to the vet.

Twisty Cats?

Yes, twisty cats exist, but they are not an official breed as recognized by The Cat Fancier’s Association (CFA). They are not recognized because it is cruel to breed cats to accentuate a debilitating deformity.

Originally bred in Texas, these kittens are born with a severely shortened or missing radius bone which normally grows between the feline’s elbow and wrist. This is called radial hypoplasia and causes the kitty to have deformed front feet and wrists, resulting in the front paws to point to the sides.

A cat with this condition usually cannot climb, run or claw things. They cannot use their front paws and must use their hind paws to get around by hopping, and these cats cannot walk, so must crawl on their wrists.

These felines are bred to stop them from clawing people, furniture and other things. It is a cruel practise and must be stopped.

Why Do Some Cats Have Extra Toes?

Polydactyl simply means “many toes,” which several cats have. These extra toed cats are that way because of a dominant gene that they share. Polydactyl felines pass their genetic makeup down to their kittens, resulting in extra digits. So far, these cats can have up to seven toes on each furry foot, but mostly, it’s the front paws have the extra toes. It all depends on their genes. 

The Teasing Tom

A teasing Tom only pretends to get a female pregnant. They give these males vasectomies so they can “mate” with the girl kitties without getting her pregnant. The unfixed female will go in and out of heat fairly regularly and often until she gets with child...uhh...kitten.

This can lead to pyometra. A uterine bacterial infection causing bloody or purulent vaginal discharge, enlarged abdomen, vomiting, lethargy, decreased appetite and can lead to death.

So, the teasing Tom “mates” with the female in heat and tricks her body into believing she has been impregnated, ending her heat cycle and preventing the pyometra infection (hopefully).

Teasing Toms “mate” with numerous non-spayed cats for this reason. How’d you like to be that Tom cat?

The Business of Cloning Cats

Sparked by Lou Hawthorne’s attempt to clone his family favorite dog, Missy. Hawthorne created Genetic Savings & Clone in February, 2000, with the first cloned kitten named CC – short for Carbon Copy.

They started cloning pet cats in February, 2004, with the first sale in December of that year. The first sale went to a Texas woman who paid $50,000 for a clone of her Maine Coon, Nicky, who had died. The clone was named Little Nicky and is a genetic
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