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	To Dr. Jack Washington

	You began what I was honored to finish.

	You were not simply a thinker. You were a man of an era that understood, from the inside, what it meant to live inside the very erasure you spent your life exposing. The quiet yet abrupt disappearance of Black existence, of Black contribution, of Black intellectual legacy, was not abstract to you. It was personal. It was urgent. It was the work.

	And then, quietly and abruptly, you were gone too.

	This book is my farewell to you, and your farewell to the world you refused to let forget. The history you fought to keep was always kept. It lives here. It lives in these pages. It lives because you would not let it die, and because I would not let you be unfinished.

	As his daughter, Soror, fellow educator, and scholar, I carried forward the work he began, not to replace his voice, but to ensure that it continued to speak to future generations.

	Bidding farewell to the Black man begins with bidding farewell to you.

	With all that I am, Ol’ Dad, this one is yours.

	Your daughter,

	Dawne
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C H A P T E R 1

	The Invention of the Black Man 

	 

	Of all the human species on earth, there was but one that was particularly manufactured to complete one sole purpose, and that purpose was to provide economic stability to a continent in crisis: the European continent. Prior to the Age of Exploration, the continent was besieged with an economic and religious crisis so devastating that it threatened the complete eradication of the continent. While historians debate the severity of this period, the combined weight of plague, famine, and religious warfare created conditions that contemporaries themselves described as existential. Much of the continent was consumed by disease, famine, and religious strife. Europe was teetering on the brink of its own self-destruction. Religious turmoil nearly destroyed the continent as European monarchs waged war after war in the name of religion and conquest. Europeans believed that anyone who did not adhere to church doctrine was outside the acceptance of God. Such Europeans held deeply to such beliefs and engaged in war to ensure that church doctrine be followed without question. It was this religious conception that led many to determine who was outside of God's grace. It was clear that anyone, to include Africans, Jews, and all nonfollowers of the Catholic Church, was to be declared outside the body of Christ. 

	The doctrine of the Catholic Church was particularly harsh on Jews. Even during the Protestant Reformation, Martin Luther's rage against the Catholic Church in no way approximated his disdain for Jews. Black people as a human species were not yet fully invented at the time of the Reformation; however, they were in a state of incubation, just after the birth of their oppression. Just as a baby requires care and control, the subjugation of Black people was in its formative stage. There was no sense of compassion, and the thought of justice was as unnatural then as the evidence of history suggests it remains today. The social and political construction of Black people was undertaken to serve but one purpose: servitude for those who would later become slave masters. To ensure that the enslaved never became aware of his right to liberty, every precaution was undertaken to ensure that Black people never realized their contribution to world history. Black people were taught that they were animals, incapable of self-governance, and in need of the protection of their oppressors. Religion, history, and language were all suppressed, and Black people were forced to adopt the language of their oppressors (Williams, 1944). 

	Precolonial Europe 

	Precolonial Europe was a wasteland of endless misery and isolation. Europeans who lived during this period traveled little and offered even less to the broader continent. Much of the world was in a state of isolated struggle, as few Europeans had either the means or the desire to travel beyond their own villages. The European nations feared the outside world and held mysterious notions of mythical monsters that roamed the seas. Much of European life was spent hunting and gathering food. Food was scarce, and only the wealthy nobility could afford a substantive meal on occasion. Europeans struggled daily merely to exist, as their own survival rate was low. Medical aid was primitive, clean water was scarce, and microbes that spread disease and life-ending plagues often threatened to destroy the continent entirely (Jordan, 1996). 

	Europe: A World Unto Itself 

	Europeans, as a rule, lacked knowledge of a world outside the boundaries of their continent. Few understood, nor did they seem to have an interest in much beyond their small neighborhood communities. Few dared to venture further than their small villages. Because of their isolation, emerging European societies knew little of the darker races that existed beyond their borders, nor did they seem to care. Yet this attitude would change considerably after the Holy Crusades. 

	The Road Not Taken 

	There was an obvious road that would have led to peace and prosperity when the first Europeans entered the continent of Africa. Africans viewed these curious explorers and adventurers as people with whom they might trade and exchange ideas as the two cultures encountered this new experience. There were mighty tribal cultures that predated European development. Three major empires existed: Ghana, Mali, and Songhai. These powerful African dynasties gave so much to the world, and the world reciprocated with invasions, wars, pillages, and untold misery and pain. At the height of the Songhai dynasty, Africans accepted Europeans without question and shared their knowledge of mathematics, science, philosophy, and medicine. The University of Sankore was a major learning center that welcomed scholars from many parts of Europe. Riches, to include gold, silver, and many precious metals, were prevalent throughout the continent, as Africans freely demonstrated their wealth and prosperity with little concern about how such wealth might affect the Europeans who encountered it. Africans believed in sharing, and as such came to trust their new acquaintances who marveled at the untapped riches of the continent. Yet the road the Europeans ultimately chose did not lead to prosperity and mutual exchange. Instead, it led to invasion, enslavement, death, and destruction, arriving at precisely the same moment that the Songhai dynasty entered its stage of decline, and Columbus made his first voyage to the New World (Woodson, 1933). 

	Thomas Malthus and the Racial Hierarchy of Expendability 

	Thomas Malthus, an English clergyman and economist, argued in his seminal Essay on the Principle of Population (1798) that assisting the poor was not only counterproductive but dangerous. His central claim was straightforward: population growth would always outpace the availability of resources, and any effort to aid the poor would only encourage reproduction beyond what the earth could sustain. Poverty, in Malthus's framework, was not the result of exploitation or systemic injustice. It was the natural and inevitable consequence of the poor reproducing beyond their means. The burden of suffering, by this logic, belonged to those who suffered (Malthus, 1798). 

	What Malthus framed as a class argument, the Eurocentric hierarchy transformed into racial codification. The hierarchy that determined who was considered poor, who was considered expendable, and who was considered outside the moral obligation of the state was not racially neutral. It was racially constructed. The populations of Africa, Asia, and the Americas were overwhelmingly people of color, and when colonial administrators invoked Malthusian reasoning to justify withholding aid, limiting resources, or allowing famine to run its course in colonized territories, they were in practice applying his theory to Black and Brown peoples by design. The Irish Famine of the 1840s stands as one of the most documented examples of Malthusian logic applied to a subjugated people. British officials explicitly cited population theory to justify nonintervention while more than one million Irish men, women, and children died and another million were displaced. 

	A hierarchy was constructed that determined whose suffering was a social problem worthy of remedy and whose suffering was simply the natural order of things. Black and Brown peoples were placed at the bottom of that hierarchy by the same Eurocentric powers who were simultaneously extracting their labor, their land, and their resources. Malthusian theory gave that extraction intellectual cover. It allowed the architects of conquest to frame the suffering of colonized peoples not as the result of violent forms of imperialism and exploitation, but as the consequence of their own excessive reproduction and inherent incapacity for self-governance (Rodney, 1972). 

	This is precisely the mechanism that Glass House Conditioning illuminates. The oppressed are conditioned to regulate their own behavior, to internalize the terms of their oppression, and to understand their suffering as self-caused rather than system-imposed. This is not simply economic theory. It is psychological conditioning at scale. Malthusian racial logic was one of the earliest and most consequential deployments of that conditioning on a global scale. It told entire populations of color that the poverty forced upon them by conquest was a poverty they had brought upon themselves. It moved the responsibility for survival from the architects of destruction onto the people being destroyed. In doing so, it laid the intellectual groundwork for every iteration of that argument that would follow, from Social Darwinism to the bootstrap mythology that persists in American political discourse to this day. 

	The Holy Crusades 

	The expulsion of Muslims became an issue of deep concern when they invaded the Holy Lands, or the birthplace of Christ. The first Crusade was called in November 1095 by Pope Urban II at the town of Clermont in central France. The Pope made a proposal: "Whoever for devotion alone, but not to gain honour or money, goes to Jerusalem to liberate the Church of God can substitute his journey for all penance." This appeal was the combination of a number of contemporary trends, along with the particular innovations of Urban himself. For several decades, Christians had been pushing back at Muslim lands on the edges of Europe, in the Iberian Peninsula and in Sicily (Robinson, 1991).

	Urban saw the campaign as a chance for knights to direct their energies toward what was viewed as a spiritually meritorious act, namely the recovery of the Holy City of Jerusalem from Islam. The Muslims had taken Jerusalem in 637. In return, those who participated would, in effect, be forgiven the sins they had confessed. This would save them from the prospect of eternal damnation, a fate repeatedly emphasized by the Church as the consequence of a sinful life (Phillips, 2015).  The Crusades were significant not merely as religious conflicts, but as the first sustained effort by European powers to project military force beyond their borders. They served as a rehearsal for the conquest that would follow, planting the seeds of expansionism that would eventually take root in Africa, Asia, and the Americas. 

	European Banking: The Architecture of Expansion 

	The Medici family were the financial captains of Florence, Italy at the height of the Renaissance. Banking and finance were structured as a money-making venture, and the Medici family established banks all across Europe. Banking in Europe had existed long before the Medici entered the business, yet they were perhaps the most effective force in European finance. The Medici were patrons of the arts and key supporters of the Italian Renaissance, but their more consequential contribution was the architecture of a financial system capable of funding conquest on a continental and eventually global scale. They were among the first to recognize the power potential of a strong and vibrant banking system that extended to the farthest reaches of Europe and Asia (de Roover, 1963). 

	The Money Changers 

	Before official banks were established in Europe, many wealthy Europeans would trust money changers to hold their gold and silver, often for years at a time. These money changers were private keepers of gold who were paid a fee to hold the assets of the wealthy. Money changers were not necessarily wealthy themselves. Many became so by loaning out surplus money under their control and keeping much of the interest for themselves. They became increasingly creative by financing one principality against another, lending money at high interest rates, and often supporting both sides of a conflict. War in Europe had become a business, and the lucrative returns swelled the coffers of many across the continent (de Roover, 1963). 

	Systematic racial hierarchy had not yet been fully codified in this era, and the belief that one group was inherently superior to another was not yet a widely accepted organizing principle. While race served to identify Black people, the distinction of racial inferiority was a concept whose time had not yet come. Banking became essential to European nations, and the eventual trade with the wider world would be the catalytic agent that fermented the notion of inferior peoples. 

	Banking in Europe During the Renaissance 

	Banking in early Europe was an old and established business that spread all across the continent. There was much money to be made, as European powers often engaged in warfare to solidify their control over particular regions. Wars were costly, and monarchs often did not have sufficient capital to wage campaigns against neighboring powers who might threaten their rule (de Roover, 1963). Royal domination did not come without a price, and to ensure victory, kings frequently borrowed money to build arsenals capable of defending their lands. England was perhaps the first country to develop pronounced racial attitudes toward people of differing backgrounds, and it was no coincidence that England also led Europe in the development of institutionalized banking and maritime commerce. 

	The Bank of England and the Slave Trade 

	The Bank of England was a major factor in the development of the slave trade, which in turn led to the Industrial Revolution. England had begun to move ahead of other European countries with the production of machinery and the development of products that Europe and the Americas needed. With England as the dominant power on the seas after the defeat of the Spanish Armada, the groundwork for a powerful financial system was the next logical order of business. England and Spain had a long and extended rivalry not only in Europe, but in the New World as well (Thomas, 1997; Williams, 1944).

	Marco Polo and the Opening of the World 

	Marco Polo was a traveler and adventurer who extended his journeys from Europe to the Far East. During his travels he visited new lands and discovered a new world of goods, products, and materials unknown in Europe. "One of the many European travelers to China was a young Italian merchant named Marco Polo. In 1271, with his father and his uncle, he journeyed by ship and then by camel from Venice to China. Polo learned the Mongol language and served years under Kublai Khan. Returning to Europe in 1295, Polo wrote a book about his experiences, called 

	Description of the World. The account became the most widely read book in Europe. Among other subjects, Marco Polo wrote about the use of coal for heat, paper money, public carriages, and street drains, all new to Europeans at that time. Because of Polo's book, Europeans became more interested in China and its products" (Sterns, p. 285). 

	When Marco Polo returned to Europe, he described a completely new world of products and possibilities. His accounts did more than spark curiosity. They ignited a hunger for expansion that would drive colonial authorities to seek new trade routes, new territories, and ultimately, new sources of labor. 

	The Age of Exploration and Conquest 

	The Age of Exploration began when Europeans discovered that their destiny was directly linked to the growth of the outside world. Prior to this age, Europeans lived closed and contentious lives dictated by the nobility. There were few rights, as the nobility lived in constant fear that a neighboring lord might lay claim to their land. This made life in Europe fearful, contentious, and filled with deep suspicion. 

	The Age of Exploration should more accurately be titled the Age of Exploration and Conquest, for it was during this period that some of the most unspeakable forms of terror were brought forth to the New World. While new-world discovery also generated new-world enlightenment, inspiring expansion in technology, science, and medicine, such advancements came about as a direct result of the suffering of peoples of the darker races. The expansion of emerging empires resulted in the equal and opposite destruction of people of color throughout the New World. To be succinct: European growth was brought about by the destruction and decline of people of color across the globe (Rodney, 1972). 

	Enter Columbus 

	Christopher Columbus is perhaps the most consequential figure in European history, for had it not been for his voyage to a new world, much of the world as currently known would be markedly different. Columbus was perhaps the first European to give Europe access to new-world lands that were, as far as Europeans were concerned, unsettled. However, it was Columbus who brought new enthusiasm to the idea of venturing to new lands at a time when Europe was in turmoil, economically struggling and fighting to maintain religious control both within Europe and across the Middle East. 

	The notion of European entitlement was pronounced. The belief that all persons outside of the religion Europeans practiced were pagan provided sufficient theological cover for conquest. Columbus arrived not merely as an explorer, but as an agent of a system already committed to claiming what it had decided belonged to it (Thomas, 1997). 

	The Age of Industrialization 

	The Age of Discovery ushered in a desire to explore and conquer new lands and bring what colonial authorities characterized as religion and civilization to the newly encountered territories of the New World. When Europeans entered the African continent, they were not entirely clear about what their purpose represented. Many were initially reluctant to engage in the institution of slavery. There was even a sense that slavery would die a natural death, and several European nations began to ban the practice for lack of sufficient financial justification. Yet as nations moved further into industrial growth, slavery became a central concern, particularly after England developed massive looms and machines to process cotton at accelerating rates. This created an entirely new level of demand for enslaved labor (Williams, 1944). 

	Colonization: The Asiento 

	The slave trade proved to be a lucrative enterprise for Spain. The Asiento, the monopoly of the slave trade with Spanish America, became one of the most consequential agreements in the history of Western commerce. William Pitt, the Earl of Chatham, became a master of the diplomatic persuasion that secured this arrangement for England. "That great achievement of British statesmanship was, at the time, a triumph for the mercantile system, according to which trade with the colonies, consisting of an export of manufactured goods in exchange for raw materials, was the ideal form of trade. The Treaties of Utrecht and Paris, in addition to their territorial clauses, contained stipulations for commercial privileges to Great Britain; that of the Asiento, the monopoly of the slave trade with Spanish America, and that of the well-known permission ship of Porto Bello, for a long time the inexhaustible base for the British smuggling trade" (Manroux, 1966, p. 99). 

	The agreement allowed England to dominate the slave trade and stretch her territorial influence as far east as India. It also accelerated the development of the industrial age, as manufacturers of complex machines formed partnerships with banking interests that in turn helped finance the slave trade. The Bank of England and the Royal African Company were central to the institution and the realization of enormous profits. 

	The Royal African Company 

	The Royal African Company was founded by the English to control and dominate the slave trade. "The profits of the trade led to the miraculous economic and cultural transformation of England. By 1800, Liverpool, a once-lackluster port, had absorbed enormous slave trading profits that provided much of the foundation for the Industrial Revolution. One British economist wrote, 'It is the first principle and foundation of all the rest, the mainspring of the machine which sets every wheel in motion.' Although the English had abandoned the practice of converting Africans to Christianity, they felt that they were doing a good deed by liberating them from their homeland. 

	With the English Parliament's 1698 abolishment of the African Company's monopoly on slaving, every freeborn British citizen had been granted the right to trade in slaves. The demand for slaves in the sugar colonies soared. For six years beginning in 1680, the Royal African Company had transported 5,000 slaves from their homeland; in the first nine years following the end of the company's monopoly, the port at Bristol shipped an average of 18,000 slaves a year. The total number of Africans transported annually on British ships increased swiftly from 8,000 to 45,000" (Johnson, Smith, & WGBH Series Research Team, 1998, p. 47; Williams, 1944). 

	The Invention of Racism: Climatic Conditions and Heredity 

	The following theoretical frameworks are presented as interpretive positions within Black psychological and anthropological traditions, not as universally accepted biological conclusions. There is a theory that suggests climatic conditions may in part be responsible for the development of cultural attitudes. Some anthropologists have argued that people who inhabit cold regions tend to take on cultural characteristics shaped by that climate, that people of cold climates tend to be cold-hearted and prone to violence, whereas people who reside in warm climates tend to develop a warm and caring attitude toward their surroundings. Frances Cress Welsing and others have tended to agree with aspects of this theory (Welsing, 1974).* 

	In frigid zones, wars and mass assaults were commonplace. Colonial powers lived in frigid climates where ice, snow, and harsh winter weather were the norm. Some of the greatest wars in history were fought in cold regions of the world. The thirst for land, wealth, and power was waged by Europeans against other Europeans, and later against peoples who had done nothing to invite conquest. It is also worth noting that the early settlers who came from Europe came into contact with Indigenous Americans and immediately engaged in warfare against the native population, enslaving a people who merely sought to share nature and the land with the new arrivals. 

	* Welsing's Cress Theory of Color-Confrontation (1974) and her subsequent work in The Isis Papers (1991) represent a significant and influential body of scholarship in the field of race theory and Black psychology. Her argument that white supremacy functions as a psychological system rooted in the fear of genetic annihilation has been widely cited in Black Studies and race scholarship. It should be noted that her biological claims regarding melanin deficiency as a driver of racial hostility remain contested within mainstream academic psychology and should be understood as a theoretical framework rather than settled biological science. 

	The Re-invention of Reality 

	Society is based on collected and accepted experiences that represent the life and times of both the majority and minority ruling classes. Each group affixes its accepted experience of existence as normal and true. Any opposition to the standard pattern of existence is deemed outside the norms of society and therefore erroneous, undeserving of acceptance or approval. Whites believed that Black people were not their equal in any shape or form. Any deviation from this belief was deemed grounded in falsehood, irrelevant at best, and often labeled an outright lie. When it was suggested that Black people possessed the same human qualities as whites, many believed it to be outside the accepted norm of society, a reinvention of historically entrenched ideas that had the weight of data and research behind them (Bradley, 1978). 

	White reality was predicated on the belief that the world was filled with competing entities, and that power was the natural right of those who could claim it. This comported with the view of the Social Darwinist, a belief that the strong should dominate the weak. The architects of conquest invaded Africa, Asia, and nations far larger than themselves and proved victorious through cunning, force, and the willingness to define reality on their own terms. Reality, according to emerging empires, was whatever they defined it to be, and any departure from that course was met with the harshest penalties imaginable. 

	Race and Religion: The Cornerstones of an Unequal Society 

	There are two forces that have separated society for centuries: race and religion. Some of the bloodiest battles in history have been fought in the name of religion. Race and religion became the twin instruments through which European powers justified conquest, extraction, and the subjugation of entire peoples. Together, they formed the ideological foundation upon which the institution of slavery was built and sustained, not merely as an economic arrangement, but as a moral and theological mandate. 

	How Do We Pray to a God That We Enslave? 

	In the 13th century, Black Christian idols were quite common in Europe. There were Black angels, Black figures of the Madonna and Child, and often the Last Supper included Black figures seated at the table. Even the Pope worshiped a Black Jesus. Black Christian figures were common and were displayed in many European homes to pay homage to Christ. This was considered a rather common thing, since racism and inequality had not yet taken root in the minds of Europeans. Early Europe was a place of tolerance for cultural difference, and Europeans held no distinction in racial terms. Europeans commonly traded with African countries along the Mediterranean Sea, and there was even cultural dialogue whereby European and African scholars exchanged ideas (Devisse & Mollat, 1979). 

	Religion was the ultimate concern of Europeans, and religion became a sword that cut in one direction: toward conquest and slavery in both the New World and on the continent. The slave trade, in conjunction with the Bank of England, dominated the transatlantic economic order. The central question that history has never satisfactorily answered is this: how do you pray to a God whose image you have stolen, whose people you have enslaved, and whose suffering you have authorized in His name? 

	Come, Let Us Demonize Them 

	In order to control Black people and assert that they were less than human, there was an orchestrated effort on the part of Europeans and later Americans to demonize them. The Church and the Pope were essential in this effort to cast Black people as subhuman beings. Religion and science both played a major role in the dehumanization of Black people. Colonial authorities had a profound problem: they wished to exploit Black people through the slave trade, but Black people had long held high standing in European religious iconography as saints and angels. Black people had not yet been assigned negative status at the dawn of the Age of Exploration. They were revered and admired. 

	Racism was a process that emerged over a long period of time, and at its core was a singular desire: to grow rich. In order to realize that desire, Black people had to be viewed as subhuman. Those who had once held saintly status had to be made inferior. All vestiges of Black saints and Christian religious figures were reshaped into the image of Europeans. This transformation was not incidental. It was required. Without it, European powers could not enslave Black people, and without slavery, the vast profits of the transatlantic trade would evaporate. 

	The minstrel tradition that later emerged in American popular culture was not a departure from this legacy. It was its continuation. Where the Church had once redrawn the image of Black saints into white ones, popular culture redrew the image of Black humanity into caricature. The minstrel image that once justified slavery found a new home in entertainment, and the degradation of the Black image continued under new management (Ogbar, 2007). 

	They Were Outside the Presence of God 

	The method of demonization was set forth by the Church and Church leaders who declared that enslaved people were outside the presence of God. All religious icons were changed, and Black saints were replaced with European saints. Black people were labeled heathens, and religious icons that were once Black were replaced with white religious relics. Religion was used to subjugate Black people, and slave masters had no objection to Church doctrine as long as it was grounded in Ephesians 6:5, "Servants, be obedient to those who are your masters." 

	European powers found great success in applying these methods to the Irish before deploying them in the New World. "How, then, did the first English settlers in North America apply their expectations and experience to the problem of self-defense in a land inhabited by a people whose culture was, by their standards, pagan, heathen, and barbarian? Attempts to subdue Ireland, which began in the mid-1560s and involved some of the same men who twenty years later undertook the first settlement in what is now North Carolina, provided a working model of English attitudes about war. To the Englishmen of the Elizabethan age, the Irish were an uncivilized, unchristian, and unworthy race" (Howard, Andreopoulos, & Shulman, 1994, p. 60).  

	The same measures of oppression that worked all too well against the Irish were adopted and applied to Black people. "Humans are predisposed to think of competing groups other than their own in essentializing, that is to say, stereotypical ways, and this obviously leads easily to demonization of entire communities of perceived enemies. Our emotions, anger, shame, fear, resentment, predispose us to violence when we feel threatened, and to mass murder against those who most stand in our way or endanger us" (Chirot & McCauley, 2006, p. 7). 

	Serfdom in Europe 

	There was a clear historic path that led to the development of racism. Racism was the direct result of European domination and exploitation of people of a darker hue. Before the development of racism, European powers practiced serfdom, which allowed landowners to own or control those who lived on the manor. The serfs were bound to the soil and were in fact the property of the lord or nobleman. Unlike slavery, the serf was bound to the land. The land could be sold, yet the serf remained. The major difference was that a serf had rights that permitted him to remain on the land, whereas the enslaved person had no rights and could be sold at the pleasure of the slave master. 

	"During the decline of the Roman Empire, self-sufficient estates, or villas, had become widespread. Small communities similar to these Roman estates survived into the early Middle Ages. Gradually, they changed and developed into the basis of a local food production and social system called manorialism. Under manorialism, nobles called lords owned scattered estates called manors. The lands of a manor were worked by peasants called serfs. The serfs were tied to the land, meaning they were not free to leave the service of the lords. Although their freedom was restricted, serfs had several advantages over the slaves that had worked the Roman estates. Most importantly, they controlled the land they worked. The serf's major responsibility to the lord was to work on his lands a fixed number of days per week or year and pay taxes in the form of a share of the crops. In return, the lord was expected to protect the serfs from attacks by bandits and foreign invaders" (Sterns, Swartz, & Beyer, p. 214). There is a pattern in history that serves to explain the racial inequality imposed upon Black people. Racism did not come about in a vacuum. It was formed through a number of deliberate processes designed to gain dominance over Africans in the New World, as well as Asians in the East (Foner, 1988). 

	Normalizing Oppression 

	The oppression of the enslaved was accepted, and the brutal treatment of enslaved people was considered par for the course. The slave master routinely inflicted punishment even when there was no logical reason for doing so, merely to ensure that the enslaved understood there were no options that would allow him any chance of equality with whites. An oppressive condition only becomes recognizable as oppression when it is compared to an opposing set of realities. The enslaved condition had become so consuming that it formed its own truth and reality, thereby truncating any opposing thought that would rise to form a new understanding. Oppression superseded conscious understanding and became commonplace. This normalization of oppression resulted in splintered philosophies that became the hallmark of the long struggle for freedom (Madhubuti, 1990). 

	They Have No Soul 

	The thought that one may put to death another human being in the manner slave masters did is nothing short of cruel and inhuman behavior. The practice of taking one's life and labor and then subjecting that person to untold cruelty defies the comprehension of the moral mind. Slave traders were concerned only with the profits of the trade and the wealth to be realized from human misery. The soul of the slave master was nonexistent, and the moral reckoning of that suffering may not be dismissed without acknowledgment that there is a human debt that must be paid. White slave masters were devoid of human quality. The descendants of slave masters bear no personal guilt for the crimes of their ancestors; however, when those descendants demonstrate insensitivity toward that history and show no compassion for the suffering it produced, they become, in the moral sense, an accessory after the fact. 

	What does one mean when one refers to the term soul? The soul is the inner being, the spiritual connection between the self and the social consequence that resides in intelligent creatures. It is the balance of the scale between good and bad. Freud suggested that there are three definitions of the word soul. "The first definition, 'the principle of life in man,' is declared to be obsolete. The second and third definitions, 'the spiritual part of man in contrast to the purely physical' and 'emotional part of man's nature,' are most pertinent. In German, the word Seele has retained its full meaning as man's essence, as that which is most spiritual and worthy in man" (Bettelheim, 1983, p. 76). 

	Freud's attempt to explain in non-scientific terms the relationship between the soul and the conscious and subconscious mind does not resolve the problem one must confront when considering the behavior of those who participated in slavery. The scientific and spiritual aspects of the opposition between the conscious and subconscious mind remain inadequate when applied to men who seemed to reject all rational thought in their treatment of the darker races. 

	This Was Done for Your Own Good 

	The slave masters assumed the role of protector and liberator, and the enslaved, so thoroughly conditioned, were led to believe that slavery was the only route to salvation and success in life. Enslaved people who were taught to be obedient accepted their station in life without question. Perhaps the most insidious slave masters were those who convinced their enslaved people to love, defend, and believe in their masters, lulling them into a false sense of security while simultaneously hunting them down and beating them into submission. When a slave master inflicted punishment on those he enslaved, a strange logic was offered as justification: that the master was so concerned about his property that he was devoting his time and energy to ensuring that the enslaved was properly taught to obey. The cruelty was reframed as sacrifice. The abuse was reframed as care. This was the final and most devastating invention, not merely the invention of the Black man as inferior, but the invention of the oppressor as savior (Patterson, 1982). 

	The Invention Complete: What Was Made and What It Cost 

	The Black man as he came to be known in the Western world was not discovered. He was not encountered. He was invented. He was manufactured with intention, assembled with precision, and deployed with calculation across centuries of European economic ambition. The invention required the destruction of existing identity, the suppression of language, the erasure of history, the rewriting of religion, and the systematic conditioning of an entire people to accept their own degradation as the natural order of the world. It was perhaps the most consequential act of social engineering in human history, and its effects have not been contained to the past. 

	What this chapter has traced is not merely a sequence of historical events. It is the architecture of a system. From precolonial Europe's isolation and fear, to the Crusades that opened the door to expansion, to the banking systems that financed conquest, to the Age of Exploration that carried European ambition to every corner of the globe, to the slave trade that transformed human beings into capital, to the demonization that made that transformation theologically permissible, to the Malthusian logic that made the suffering of the oppressed appear self-inflicted, to

	
	
	
