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About the course



How to use this book

This book is designed to be used alongside class teaching and your wider reading. It aims to open the doors to the big theological topics covered by the specification, which is a broad introduction to the huge subject of theology and religious studies.

Each chapter begins with a ‘way in’ to the topic and prints the relevant part of the specification. Then there follows a series of double page spreads that explore at least one big question that you need to study for your A or AS Level exam. Remember that if a word is found on the specification then it can turn up in a question. Make sure you are clear on every word and phrase before you go into the exam.

It is sometimes tempting to focus all your learning on knowing different facts but 60 per cent of your assessment will come from your ability to analyse and evaluate a particular question. This book aims to keep you focused on that skill and to provide you with enough knowledge, rather than swamping you with it.

At the end of each double page there is a set of questions. The Core questions test your engagement with the material in that section. The Stretch questions require you to think outside the box a bit and sometimes to do some further research, usually using the Bible or the internet. The Challenge questions take you beyond the specification and help you to think more about the place of the topic in the context of theology as a whole.

Each chapter ends with a review section, some further whole topic questions, including more extension material and a debate you might hold as a class, and then a focus on one aspect of essay-writing skills.



How to study this course

The most important thing to do is to engage with the material you cover in class! Ask questions, listen to your classmates (and the teacher!) and make excellent notes (in your own words so that you ‘own’ the material). Outside of class, look up anything you’ve found tricky in class and don’t be afraid of being interested by a topic and just reading more widely, whether it is a book from the library or on the internet. Just be careful with websites and make sure you understand who wrote the material – some websites are, of course, written by Christians from a particular tradition and some A Level websites are written by students, rather than teachers or experts in the topic.

The most important thing you must do is to write essays. You will be assessed purely by essay in the final exams and you need to practise these as a skill, much like you would a musical instrument. Put all your effort into your essays and when you get them returned, reflect on what you can do next time. Don’t just read the teacher’s comments and put them away but use the feedback to set yourself a target – something specific to improve on in the next essay. Each chapter has a ‘Get practising’ section at the end that will give you an insight into essay skills.

Finally, make sure you enjoy the course! Some topics will engage you more than others but choosing to study A Levels is a positive choice and the course should be filled with lots of fun.



Assessment

OCR Religious Studies assesses you across two ‘Assessment Objectives’:


	•  AO1 – knowledge and understanding – the facts needed to be able to engage with the topics (40% of the marks)

	•  AO2 – analysis and evaluation – making those facts your own and being able to think critically about them (60% of the marks).



All essays will be given a mark for each of these AOs separately, but you need to practise writing essays that combine the two throughout the essay – your teacher will give you support in structuring these.


Assessment Objective 1: Knowledge and understanding

Marks for AO1 come from being able to select the right information which contributes to your answering of the question. The best essays come from being precise in the information (not waffly) and making sure that everything is explained concisely – i.e. you write enough and not everything you know about a topic. Show the examiner that you are in control.



Assessment Objective 2: Analysis and evaluation

At AO2, you are arguing to explore all sides of a question. Often this will be points for and against but the highest marks come from those candidates who understand that all strengths and weaknesses themselves have advantages and disadvantages. Never leave an argument hanging in an essay, unexplored.

See overleaf for the mark scheme criteria for AO1 and AO2.

OCR A Level Religious Studies: OCR maintains the qualification specification on the OCR website. You should always check for the latest version and any updates.

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/religious-studies-h173-h573-from-2016/




	Level
	AO1 mark scheme description





	6
(14–16)
	An excellent demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:

	•  fully comprehends the demands of, and focuses on, the question throughout

	•  excellent selection of relevant material which is skilfully used

	•  accurate and highly detailed knowledge which demonstrates deep understanding through a complex and nuanced approach to the material used

	•  thorough, accurate and precise use of technical terms and vocabulary in context

	•  extensive range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding.






	5
(11–13)
(AS: 13–15)
	A very good demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:

	•  focuses on the precise question throughout

	•  very good selection of relevant material which is used appropriately

	•  accurate and detailed knowledge which demonstrates very good understanding through either the breadth or depth of material used

	•  accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary

	•  a very good range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding.






	4
(8–10)
(AS: 10–12)
	A good demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:

	•  addresses the question well

	•  good selection of relevant material, used appropriately on the whole

	•  mostly accurate knowledge which demonstrates good understanding of the material used, which should have reasonable amounts of depth or breadth

	•  mostly accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary

	•  a good range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding.






	3
(5–7)
(AS: 7–9)
	A satisfactory demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:

	•  generally addresses the question

	•  mostly sound selection of mostly relevant material

	•  some accurate knowledge which demonstrates sound understanding through the material used, which might however be lacking in depth or breadth

	•  generally appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary

	•  a satisfactory range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding with only partial success.






	2
(3–4)
(AS: 4–6)
	A basic demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:

	•  might address the general topic rather than the question directly

	•  limited selection of partially relevant material

	•  some accurate, but limited, knowledge which demonstrates partial understanding

	•  some accurate, but limited, use of technical terms and appropriate subject vocabulary

	•  a limited range of scholarly views, academic approaches, and/or sources of wisdom and authority are used to demonstrate knowledge and understanding with little success.






	1
(1–2)
(AS: 1–3)
	A weak demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:

	•  almost completely ignores the question

	•  very little relevant material selected

	•  knowledge very limited, demonstrating little understanding

	•  very little use of technical terms or subject vocabulary

	•  very little or no use of scholarly views, academic approaches and/or sources of wisdom and authority to demonstrate knowledge and understanding.






	0(0)
	No creditworthy response.








	Level
	AO2 mark scheme description





	6
(21–24)
	An excellent demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:

	•  excellent, clear and successful argument

	•  confident and insightful critical analysis and detailed evaluation of the issue

	•  views skilfully and clearly stated, coherently developed and justified

	•  answers the question set precisely throughout

	•  thorough, accurate and precise use of technical terms and vocabulary in context

	•  extensive range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority used to support analysis and evaluation.



Assessment of Extended Response: There is an excellent line of reasoning, well-developed and sustained, which is coherent, relevant and logically structured.




	5
(17–20)
(AS: 13–15)
	A very good demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:

	•  clear argument which is mostly successful

	•  successful and clear analysis and evaluation

	•  views very well stated, coherently developed and justified

	•  answers the question set competently

	•  accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary

	•  a very good range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority used to support analysis and evaluation.



Assessment of Extended Response: There is a well-developed and sustained line of reasoning which is coherent, relevant and logically structured.




	4
(13–16)
(AS: 10–12)
	A good demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:

	•  argument is generally successful and clear

	•  generally successful analysis and evaluation

	•  views well stated, with some development and justification

	•  answers the question set well

	•  mostly accurate and appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary

	•  a good range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority are used to support analysis and evaluation.



Assessment of Extended Response: There is a well–developed line of reasoning which is clear, relevant and logically structured.




	3
(9–12)
(AS: 7–9)
	A satisfactory demonstration of analysis and/evaluation in response to the question:

	•  some successful argument

	•  partially successful analysis and evaluation

	•  views asserted but often not fully justified

	•  mostly answers the set question

	•  generally appropriate use of technical terms and subject vocabulary

	•  a satisfactory range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority are used to support analysis and evaluation with only partial success.



Assessment of Extended Response: There is a line of reasoning presented which is mostly relevant and which has some structure.




	2
(5–8)
(AS: 4–6)
	A basic demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:

	•  some argument attempted, not always successful

	•  little successful analysis and evaluation

	•  views asserted but with little justification

	•  only partially answers the question

	•  some accurate, but limited, use of technical terms and appropriate subject vocabulary

	•  a limited range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority are used to support analysis and evaluation with little success.



Assessment of Extended Response: There is a line of reasoning which has some relevance and which is presented with limited structure.




	1
(1–4)
(AS: 1–3)
	A weak demonstration of analysis and evaluation in response to the question:

	•  very little argument attempted

	•  very little successful analysis and evaluation

	•  views asserted with very little justification

	•  unsuccessful in answering the question

	•  very little use of technical terms or subject vocabulary

	•  very little or no use of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of wisdom and authority to support analysis and evaluation.



Assessment of Extended Response: The information is communicated in a basic/unstructured way.




	0(0)
	No creditworthy response.








The exam

If you are studying the full A Level then you will sit three exams at the end of the course – one in Philosophy, one in Ethics and one in Christianity. Each exam will give you four questions and you need to choose three – this means the best advice is that it is not possible to drop a topic as sometimes you end up talking about more than one topic in an essay. The exams are two hours long and so each essay has 40 minutes – two minutes to plan, three minutes for your introduction, four chunky paragraphs and about three minutes for the conclusion.

If you are studying for the AS Level then each of your three exams will be 1 hour 15 minutes with just over 35 minutes for each essay.



Revision

Revising for an exam is a personal thing and you will know from your GCSEs what has worked for you – some people prefer words, some mind maps, some flash cards and so on. However, don’t forget that you will be dealing with a vast quantity of information compared to your GCSEs over more than one subject area and so the techniques you used at GCSE won’t necessarily be the right ones to use at this level. Use every opportunity to get your revision notes sorted out before the actual exam year – your internal mock exams, your class tests and so on. The more you have done through the course, the easier you will find those final exams. Ultimately, when you get to the exams, you do not want to be picking up these textbooks again! You want everything you need to be in one set of organised notes so that you can keep calm and focused as you commit them to memory.

Remember even during revision that you must keep the focus on AO2. Some students find it helpful to learn material by starting with strengths and weaknesses of areas and moving from there onto the core AO1 knowledge.



Further reading

The same author team have published other books you might find helpful in your course. There are workbooks published for each of the three papers with questions to help you structure your thought for each topic. The My Revision Notes series of A Level revision guides written for this OCR course condense the information from the course even further. Also, the book Aiming for an A in A-level Religious Studies can guide you through the course and give you study skill ideas and essay technique suggestions. All these books can be found on the Hodder website, www.hoddereducation.co.uk.






Chapter 1 Augustine’s teaching on human nature
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Big Picture

This topic looks at the nature of all humans and whether understanding the Adam and Eve and Jesus stories helps us to understand human sin.
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Key terms

Human nature – the essential sense of what all humans are like; shared characteristics

Sin – deliberate wrongdoing
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Engage

Imagine an alien visited Earth and asked: ‘So what are humans actually like?’


	•  What would you tell them?

	•  Would you make a distinction between young and old? Men and women? Or other groupings?

	•  Are humans good or bad? What evidence would you give for your answers?

	•  What, if anything, is special about human beings, compared to other aspects of nature?



Do these pictures (the Royal National Lifeboat Association, a pile of plastic waste, and shoes from victims of the Holocaust in the Second World War) suggest humans are good or bad?
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Crew members of an RNLI lifeboat
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A floating plastic island in the ocean
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Shoes of people killed during the Holocaust






	The specification



	Topic
	Content
	Key knowledge





	Augustine’s teaching on human nature
	
	•  Human relationships pre- and post-Fall

	•  Original Sin and its effects on the will and human societies

	•  God’s grace



	
	•  Augustine’s interpretation of Genesis 3 (the Fall), including:

	•  the state of perfection before the Fall and Adam and Eve’s relationship as friends

	•  lust and selfish desires after the Fall




	•  Augustine’s teaching that Original Sin is passed on through sexual intercourse and is the cause of:

	•  human selfishness and lack of free will

	•  lack of stability and corruption in all human societies




	•  Augustine’s teaching that only God’s grace, his generous love, can overcome sin and the rebellious will to achieve the greatest good (summum bonum)






	Learners should have the opportunity to discuss issues related to Augustine’s ideas on human nature, including:

	•  whether or not Augustine’s teaching on a historical Fall and Original Sin is wrong

	•  whether or not Augustine is right that sin means that humans can never be morally good

	•  whether or not Augustine’s view of human nature is pessimistic or optimistic

	•  whether or not there is a distinctive human nature










1.1 Is Augustine’s teaching on a historical Fall wrong?
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Aim

Understand the story of the Fall and Augustine’s interpretation of it.
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Starter

If earth were perfect, describe what life would be like. What would be the advantages and disadvantages of this earth?

[image: ]





Before the Fall
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Meet the thinker
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Augustine of Hippo (ad 354–430) was from the North African part of the Roman Empire and became Bishop of Hippo. He is seen as one of the most influential early Christian writers and thinkers of all time. He converted to Christianity in his early 30s, having been married, had a mistress and established himself as a teacher; for example, his writings contain one of the earliest references in Christian theology to creation ex nihilo (creation out of nothing).
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According to the account in Genesis 1–2, God created a perfect world, carefully ordered, and made humans as the pinnacle of his creation, made in his ‘image and likeness’ (Genesis 1:26). Adam and Eve enjoyed a harmonious relationship with each other and with God and they had everything they needed in the Garden of Eden. The only things God asked of them in Eden was that they did not eat the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil and that they take care of creation (the Christian term for this is stewardship). Adam and Eve lived in complete obedience to God, there was nothing that would threaten them – Augustine said that there was perfect harmony between the human body, human will and reason.



[image: ]

Key terms

Stewardship – the Christian idea that humans must take care of God’s creation – God’s gift of the planet to us

Human will – for Augustine, this was given to humans at creation by God and was used to make choices
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A key way to describe the relationship that Adam and Eve had is friendship. The two were married as friends and they enjoyed a friendship with God as well as all of creation. They could reproduce but sex was not driven by lust but by friendship. The human will, for Augustine, was a balance between the powers of self-love and generous love and in the Garden of Eden, the two were in harmony.



The Fall

Genesis 3 describes the Fall of humankind:


	•  The serpent assures Eve that she will not die if she eats of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.

	•  Eve eats the fruit and gives some to Adam. They realise that they are naked and make coverings for themselves.

	•  Adam and Eve hide from God who is walking in the garden because they are naked. God asks what they have done and realises that they have eaten from the forbidden tree.

	•  God curses the serpent and condemns him to crawl on the ground and be the enemy of people.

	•  God punishes the woman by saying that childbirth will be painful and that she will be ruled over by her husband and she will desire him.

	•  God punishes the man by saying that he will have to work hard to produce crops all his life.

	•  God banishes Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden and places an angel to guard the garden.
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Key quote

‘And the Lord God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil.”’

(Genesis 3:22)
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For Augustine, this moment was the turning point for humanity. The perfection of the Garden of Eden was lost and the harmony between body, will and reason disappeared into imbalance. The will is corrupted and so all of human nature as we see it now comes from this moment.

The realisation that they are naked at the moment of eating the fruit is significant. Augustine sees this nakedness and the shame and lust that comes from it as being a sign that the will is no longer in harmony because it is nakedness that drives lust – when selfish love overtakes generous love. When the woman is punished, she is told that she will desire her husband and so married relationships will no longer be about friendship in a pure sense but lust in a corrupted sense.




	Analyse and evaluate



	Augustine’s teaching on a historical Fall is wrong
	Augustine’s teaching on a historical Fall is not wrong





	It does not make sense to say that Adam and Eve were tempted because if Augustine is right that everything was perfect and they were created perfectly, they should not even have been able to think about disobeying God.
	Some Christians find it useful because it explains how things are, such as the control men have historically had over women, the significance of lust and the broken relationship with God.



	A textual analysis of Genesis 1–3 suggests different authors. If there are different authors, then the account is less likely to be literally true.
	The Fall, if understood literally, challenges God’s nature; for example, why God would create a world with imbalance, evil and suffering in it.



	Evidence from evolution, for example, discredits the Genesis account in its entirety (because humans evolved over time, rather than being created ready-made) and the existence of the Garden of Eden – which itself cannot be found with an angel guarding it.
	However difficult it is to believe that the Fall is literally true, the story’s influence on Christianity is so far-reaching that it perhaps needs to be taken seriously. The account can have use to Christian thought even if it is not taken literally.
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Activities

Core


	1  Describe Augustine’s view of the harmony in the world before the Fall.

	2  How does Augustine understand the relationship between Adam and Eve?

	3  Outline the account of the Fall of Adam and Eve in 100 words.



Stretch


	4  Read the full text of Genesis 3. Pick out key phrases that support what you have learned in these pages.

	5  Research further arguments for and against the literal truth of the Genesis stories and add them to your notes.



Challenge


	6  Research Augustine’s views on friendship and pick two key quotations to add to your notes.
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1.2 Is Augustine’s teaching on Original Sin wrong?
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Aim

Learn about Augustine’s views on Original Sin and how it affects humans today.
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Starter

What do we inherit from our parents? What have we inherited from our grandparents’ grandparents’ grandparents?
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Which aspects of us are inherited?




The effects of the Fall

Augustine thought that as the Fall was a turning point for human history, the effects of the Fall have been felt by all humans since. This is the idea of Original Sin – the idea that with the first sin, all humans have been tainted through inheriting from earlier generations, right back to Adam and Eve, and so they deserve the same punishment that Adam and Eve received.
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Key terms

Original Sin – used to refer to the first sin of Adam and Eve that is passed on to humans through reproduction

Concupiscence – humanity’s inclination to sin and to be influenced by lust, desires and selfishness
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Although friendship can clearly still exist, Augustine believed that it was a struggle to maintain because the will has become corrupted and tries to pull people away from goodness as they become affected, especially by lust. The word used for a lack of control over our desires, especially lust, is concupiscence. Augustine believed that this rules human will now: it takes over the human will so that choices are warped and we tend to choose our own selfish desires over unselfish ones. Indeed, although Augustine celebrated friendship, he would never meet with a woman on his own to avoid the effects of lust.
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Key quote

‘I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. … it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.’

(Romans 7:15–18)
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In Christian thought, many Protestants believe that the Fall has entirely corrupted human nature and this cannot be dealt with by humans alone. Catholics believe that human nature has been weakened and people must struggle against concupiscence. The key difference is that Protestants believe that concupiscence is the sin itself that we all have; Catholics believe that it is what causes sin. In this way, these Protestants are closer to Augustine than Catholics.

Augustine believed that the effects of the Fall could be seen in the way different people treat each other, in the control that lust has and the fact that a man’s body cannot control his desires. As every act of sex is driven by concupiscence, Original Sin is passed on through sex and so every human since Adam and Eve has been born in a state of sin.

Paul outlines the nature of concupiscence in his letter to the Romans. The will is clearly weakened by the effects of the Fall – Paul writes about how he is driven to make the wrong choices because of concupiscence that is inside him and over which he has no control.

Augustine himself was affected by the issue of sex. Before he became a Christian, he had experienced sexual freedom. This has perhaps had an impact on his approach to concupiscence. He had many female friends and did not see women as less equal than men but simply as less dominant, which is why he believed women should be ruled by men in the home – echoing the punishment of Eve at the Fall.

Augustine said that ‘human nature is without any doubt ashamed about lust – and rightly ashamed’ (City of God). By talking about concupiscence as part of human nature, Augustine is reaffirming that it comes to each person from birth. In this way, Original Sin is often described as being ‘contracted, not committed’. Augustine spoke of the idea of the ‘double death’ of humans – the first death is shown in the relationships that have been destroyed at the Fall and the second death is the one we all go through by being mortal again as a result of the Fall.
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The Fall






	Analyse and evaluate



	Augustine’s teaching on Original Sin is wrong
	Augustine’s teaching on Original Sin is not wrong





	Even if the Fall were true, it is unfair for humans today to be affected by the actions of two people so long ago.
	The idea of concupiscence links well to our experience of temptation and explains why all humans are affected by it so strongly.



	Augustine’s teaching on Original Sin has its origins not in truth but in Augustine’s own struggles with sex and relationships.
	The idea of our physical desires being in such control of us is shared by some psychologists, strengthening Augustine’s view.



	Evolution demonstrates that humans have emerged from many ancestors and so Original Sin cannot have come out of the sin of Adam and Eve.
	Original Sin explains well why God allows humans to commit atrocities in the world and yet still remains a God of love because it shows the centrality of free will.
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Activities

Core


	1  What did Augustine think the effects of the Fall were on humans?

	2  Explain, with examples, the idea of concupiscence.

	3  Outline what is meant by the term ‘Original Sin’.



Stretch


	4  Does it matter if Genesis is taken symbolically? How would Christian thought today be affected?

	5  Read all of Romans 7. How does Paul deal with the effects of concupiscence?



Challenge


	6  Look at the arguments in the table above and from your class notes. Decide which view is the strongest and which is the weakest and develop them into two paragraphs. Try to discuss within these paragraphs what makes the points strong or weak.
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1.3 Is Augustine right that sin means that humans can never be morally good?
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Aim

Understand the human will and whether humans can ever make the right decisions.
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Starter
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Look at this picture. Are babies good or evil? At what stage are they able to do things that are ‘naughty’? What, if anything, will determine whether they are good or not in life? At what point do they become sinful?
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The human will

We have seen that the human will changed from a state of harmony with selfish love and generous love in balance to one that is broken and divided. After the Fall, caused by human pride, Augustine believed the will to be divided and tearing humans apart between what they know they should or shouldn’t do and what they want to do. Even living a pure and chaste life, a human will be affected by concupiscence. This led Augustine to reject the idea that humans are completely free and he ended up with a hardened view of predestination.
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Key terms

Predestination – the idea that God chooses specific people to bring them to salvation

Grace – God’s complete, generous love, given to us though we do not deserve it, seen primarily in his giving of his son, Jesus Christ to save people from their human nature
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His view on predestination leaves humans quite powerless: all they can do is push through their lives and hope that they are part of God’s chosen people. God’s willingness to choose some people is expressed in his grace.

Free will was originally given by God at creation, when humans were made in his image. However, the will has been entirely corrupted by the Fall along with all other relationships and is the cause of human selfishness.



God’s grace

The effects of the Fall mean that, for Augustine, humans cannot restore their broken relationship with God on their own. Augustine believed that harmony could only be restored through the direct action of God – his grace. This is his free gift of his love to humanity who are completely undeserving. God’s grace is shown in the death of Jesus on the cross – the ‘second tree’ that made up for the sins committed by Adam and Eve at the ‘first tree’.

Humans continue to turn away from God, even those who have had faith in God’s grace, but this for Augustine is a result of Original Sin despite the ongoing outpouring of his grace through the Holy Spirit. God’s generosity continues in his willingness to allow some to go to heaven, which is the Garden of Eden given back to those who deserve it.

For Augustine, the idea of the highest good
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	Analyse and evaluate



	Augustine is right: sin means that humans can never be morally good
	Augustine is not right: sin does not prevent humans from being morally good





	Free will is a precious gift from God and must be preserved. As humans continue to use it badly, they are never able to be morally good.
	Even in Augustine’s own thought, God’s grace has a real impact on people. This means that humans can, with God’s help, be morally good.



	As true goodness, the summum bonum is perfection, humans will always fall short of this – they will lack some goodness.
	The Catholic view of concupiscence as being only an inclination to sin, rather than innate moral corruption means that humans can choose moral goodness.



	It is wrong to object to the idea that humans can never be morally good on the basis of God’s love because the fault lies with humanity.
	The idea that God is all-loving suggests that humans would not be condemned to a life or place of moral badness.



	God’s love entails justice and God’s grace saves people even though they are undeserving. Just because God loves his people, it does not make people morally good.
	The Catholic Church also distinguishes between types of sin – immorality does not come from ‘everyday’ (venial) sins but from serious (mortal) sins.
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	1  Use your notes from the whole topic so far to summarise Augustine’s view of the will in under 100 words.

	2  Explain the idea of God’s grace in Augustine’s thought.

	3  What does Augustine understand by the summum bonum?





	4  Make a list of strengths and weaknesses of Augustine in general, drawing on the Analyse and evaluate boxes as well as your own notes and thinking.

	5  Evaluate the statement: ‘Even with the idea of God’s grace, Augustine’s views are too harsh’.





	6  Beyond this course but fundamental to a higher understanding of Christianity is an understanding of the Catholic and Protestant views on grace and justification and how they differ. Research this further and create a ‘key points’ sheet to use for reference throughout the course.
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1.4 Is there a distinctive human nature?
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Human societies
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	•  the Fall breaking human relationships with each other and God

	•  the banishment from the Garden of Eden leading to a new form of leadership

	•  Original Sin and concupiscence driving forwards human behaviour

	•  the need for political authority and institutions to maintain order and promote earthly peace

	•  the ultimate aim of the City of God containing a different form of peace

	•  the City of God only being able to be accessed by those who have been chosen by God.







	Analyse and evaluate



	There is a distinctive human nature
	There is not a distinctive human nature





	Augustine would argue that there is a distinctive human nature and that this has changed at the Fall. It is seen in the actions of individuals and societies.
	Psychologists, such as Freud, might argue that there is not a distinctive human nature because humans are governed by memories and feelings repressed into our unconscious minds.



	Some suggest that the distinctive human nature is separated by characteristics of men and those of women – there is a generalisation that men are more assertive than women, for example.
	Existentialist thought rejects the idea of there being a basic human nature – we build who we our (our essence) through our choices and decisions.



	Scientists (including those who are Christian) might argue that built into human beings is the desire to survive and flourish – seen in evolution.
	As many societies and states are different, it could be argued that there is no distinctive human nature.



	18th-century philosopher, Jean-Jacques Rousseau said that humans have a basic tendency to be generous but society holds them back – ‘man is born free but everywhere he is in chains’.
	17th-century philosopher, John Locke argued that at birth, all people are born with a ‘tabula rasa’ – a blank slate and all our influences build us up to be different individuals – so we are not born with a common human nature.



	Thomas Hobbes argued that humans are basically like animals – selfish beings that need to use their reason to overcome their animal instincts and build societies.
	Some Christians might argue that each individual needs to develop their own relationship with God in different ways – there is no one right way to be a human as long as we use our individual gifts and talents as best as we can to live life to the full.
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	1  Create a flow chart to show Augustine’s view of the corruption of human societies before and after the Fall.

	2  Outline Augustine’s views on peace.

	3  Augustine said that there is a distinctive human nature, seen in both individuals and societies. Give two examples for each that illustrate his view.





	4  How much of Augustine’s view of human nature relies on a literal Fall and the concept of predestination? Can his views survive a symbolic interpretation of Genesis?

	5  Evaluate the statement: ‘Men and women are in essence evil’. Try to use examples from everyday life to support your points.





	6  Research further at least two of the scholars mentioned in the Analyse and evaluate box to enhance your notes on human nature.
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1.5 Is Augustine’s view of human nature pessimistic or optimistic?
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A dialogue
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	Analyse and evaluate



	Augustine was an optimist
	Augustine was a pessimist





	Augustine’s teaching on grace shows that he is an optimist: grace is entirely undeserved.
	We are tainted from birth through no fault of our own.



	Heavenly peace is a reality and something that can be achieved. The Christian must always live life in the hope that they are one of the chosen.
	There is little opportunity to develop away from our state, there is no escape: free will is downplayed and hell is a certainty for some.



	The Church helps Christians on their journey and is an institution there to guide people on earth towards the summum bonum as well as earthly peace.
	He believed that through life we are driven by concupiscence which is a negative force that controls us.
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	1  What did Pelagius believe about human nature and Original Sin?

	2  Outline Pelagius’s views on grace.

	3  In your view, what are the three most significant differences between Augustine and Pelagius?





	4  Do you think Pelagius should have been silenced by the Church? Give reasons for your answer.

	5  Does it matter that some Christians disagree with Augustine? Give reasons for your answer.





	6  Debate the statement: ‘A true Christian should never accept Augustine’s God’.
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	  1  In which two centuries did Augustine live?

	  2  Where did Augustine come from?

	  3  In which chapter of Genesis does the Fall account appear?

	  4  What is no longer in harmony after the Fall?

	  5  What does God leave to guard the garden?

	  6  What word means the strong tendency humans have to sin?

	  7  What is the strongest force in this tendency to sin, according to Augustine?

	  8  What phrase means the ‘highest good’?

	  9  What did Augustine call the place where all the chosen people are already citizens of?

	10  Who debated with Augustine about grace, free will and human nature?
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	1  Make a chart of Augustine’s views before and after the Fall using the template shown in the margin. Use the various sub-headings in the chapter to help you.





	2  Use your learning on Augustine to consider how he might approach some of the topics yet to come in the course:

	•  Heaven and hell – what they are and who goes there

	•  Whether humans can ever really know God

	•  How Christians make moral decisions

	•  The role of Christians in institutions in society

	•  The roles of men and women




	3  What do these quotations teach about Augustine’s thoughts?

[image: ]






	4  This house believes that Augustine is right: all we are is driven by primitive lusts and desires.





	5  There were a number of key influences from Augustine’s early life that he either embraced or rejected in his thinking. Research some of them and see where they have affected his thinking, for example:

	•  His mother

	•  His early relationships with women

	•  Neoplatonism

	•  Manichaeism
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	[image: ]  outline the story of the Fall

	[image: ]  outline different views about human nature

	[image: ]  describe Augustine’s view of human relationships before the Fall

	[image: ]  describe Augustine’s view of human relationships post-Fall

	[image: ]  describe Augustine’s views on Original Sin

	[image: ]  describe the idea of summum bonum

	[image: ]  explain the role of lust and selfish desires

	[image: ]  explain Augustine’s ideas about Original Sin and the will

	[image: ]  explain Augustine’s views on Original Sin and societies

	[image: ]  explain the role of grace in the writings of Augustine

	[image: ]  evaluate the truth of a historical Fall

	[image: ]  evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of Augustine

	[image: ]  analyse the claim that humans can never be morally good

	[image: ]  compare optimistic and pessimistic aspects of Augustine’s thought.
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	•  Take off time for a plan and you are left with about 35 minutes.

	•  A good estimation is that each of your paragraphs should be about 7–9 minutes in length, depending on your personal style.

	•  Making room for an introduction and conclusion leaves you with three or four paragraphs per essay.
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