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ABIGAIL

I’m invisible on campus. A girl nobody would look at twice. Broke, but desperate to break out of my shell, I’ve agreed to take in a roommate. A girl named Casey. Except, turns out Casey isn’t a girl at all. He’s the hottest guy I’ve ever seen. Now I’m living with a guy for the first time in my life, and I want him so bad it hurts. Problem is, so does every other girl on campus.

Casey

At Gulf Coast University there are winners and, well, everyone else. I’m a winner. Star quarterback. Ladies’ man. I can have any girl I want. Almost any girl. My shy, nerdy roommate is not only NOT MY TYPE, but she’s off limits as well. Sleeping with Abigail would screw up this whole living arrangement. So would revealing everything I’ve worked so hard to hide.
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Abigail

“Please don’t stall,” I beg my car. I’m only half a mile away from the beach. So close.

Though the fuel gauge is signaling that I’m out of gas, I pray there’s enough left in the tank to get home.

The car sputters as it slows to a snail’s pace. Then jerks to a halt.

Shit.

This is bad. Really bad. Not only am I stuck on the road to the beach, but I run the risk of being spotted by classmates as well. I’m practically a nobody at my university, but someone will definitely notice if they happen to drive by and spot my car dead in the middle of the road. Anyone who sees will figure out that I’m too broke to even pay for gas. 

Though my beat-up old car is a dead giveaway on that front. With peeling paint and several dents, the car is older than I am. Okay maybe that’s an exaggeration, but not by much. 

Sighing, I release my hold on the steering wheel and get out. Thankfully traffic is basically non-existent this late in the morning, so maybe that will save me from utter humiliation. 

I was laid off weeks ago and haven’t lined up a job since. If it wasn’t for my scholarship, I’d be too broke to afford school. Plus, my scholarship doesn’t even include food or housing expenses. What little savings I have are dwindling. Today, on my way back from yet another job interview, I had to choose between gas and food. I chose food. Now the tank’s empty and I’m stranded a mile from the beach house.

Frustration mounting, I reach back into my car to grab my bag and retrieve my cell phone. I feel vulnerable out here so I skirt around the car to stand on the other side, away from the road. Swiping to view my phone contacts, I try to figure out who to call for help. My parents are out of state, so I scroll right past their numbers. Even if they were nearby, I’d rather eat the car than get in touch with them. They objected to me transferring universities and moving down here to Florida. I’m not going to prove them right by calling to tell them that I’m unemployed, broke, and stuck out here. I don’t have the heart to listen to their ‘I told you so’.

I scroll some more. My younger sister. Also out of state, and a bit of a space case. Some classmates I’ve done group assignments with. I don’t know them well enough to ask for a favor like this. But if I ask my close friends for help they’ll know I’m in dire straits, and the last thing I want to do right now is burden them with my problems. Too bad I don’t have a boyfriend. I’d be able to call him up and ask for help. But I haven’t had so much as a date since I transferred. While I try to tell myself that’s because I’ve been swamped with school and work, deep down I know the reason. None of the guys will give me the time of day. Why would they? I’m mousy, quiet, and blend into the background. Guys don’t know I exist. 

I chew my lower lip. 

There’s always my cousin, Mia. We used to hang out every summer I visited the beach. Once, we were best friends. Things are strained now, though, because my Great-Aunt Gertrude left me the beach house in her will. Mia ended up with nothing. But she lives in town and will probably help me out of this if I ask nicely enough.

Swallowing my pride, I dial her number.

“Hey, Mia, it’s me,” I say when she answers. I’m not going to give her the details of why I’m stranded. No way am I going to reveal the full extent of the financial nightmare I’ve gotten myself in to, but I admit that my gas tank is empty.

Twenty minutes later my cousin arrives on a bicycle, a can of gas in her hand.

Mia greets me with a frown as she pulls up and gets off her bike. “You owe me. Big time.”

I promise to pay her back, but she just waves me off to start filling the tank.

“Thanks so much for helping me out,” I say gratefully when she’s done.

Before she can respond a pickup truck approaches, Gulf Coast University stickers on the front window and a bunch of guys dressed in our school gear causing a ruckus in the back. They’re all hooting and pointing at my car. Yeah, I know my car is a piece of junk. I roll my eyes at them. 

Even though most of the popular students at school aren’t rich, they’ve either got enough rich friends to hook them up or they get perks just because of their status. Sorority sisters, frat bros, jocks, and cheerleaders get everything, while the rest of us have to get by on grades or rich parents. My parents aren’t rich, so my academic career is riding on me acing all my assignments. That’s getting harder to do with no job to pay for food or the electric bill.

One of the muscular guys in the back throws a can of beer at my car as they drive by, the foaming liquid spraying across the half-open window.

Mia balls up her fists and starts marching down the road. There’s no point. The pickup is already turning the corner. “Those assholes!”

“Forget it, Mia,” I say, too exhausted with my shitty day to care anymore. From the looks of those guys, they were jocks. Muscular golden boys who rule the school. They make the university millions. Everyone bends over backwards for them. Cheerleaders and sorority girls are their arm candy. None of those guys would be caught dead with a girl like me.

Their popularity wouldn’t matter to me if I hadn’t thought up my stupid plan to let loose this year. Instead of burying my head in books, I envisioned myself going wild. Partying. Dating. Strolls on the beach. Finally punching my V-card. Instead I’m standing at the side of the road, getting beer cans thrown at me. 

The truck guys are jerks, but there must be something exhilarating about being at the center of attention. Getting noticed. The chance to be seen for once. A smile meant only for me. A strong arm around my shoulders. Getting pulled in for a kiss. Anything but the endless monotony and fear of ending up so broke that I have to go back home to live with my parents.

Pulling myself together, I decide to try and cheer myself up by inviting Mia to hang at the beach house as a way to thank her for her help. 

“The fridge is empty, but I’ve got coffee,” I tell my cousin. “Plus, I’ve got a roommate opening if you’re interested.”

“Save your pity, Abby,” my cousin throws out with an angry shake of her head. “I’m not paying to live in Great-Aunt Gertrude’s house. She gave the place to you, not me.”

Pity wasn’t what I had been thinking. With my unemployment situation and her missing our great-aunt, I had imagined that my cousin and I could mend fences. Help each other financially. Guess I thought wrong.

I open my mouth to apologize and tell her that the beach house door will always be open to her but Mia’s already on her bike, riding back the way she came. 

My chest tightens with regret. I didn’t want things to end up like this between me and my family. Fraught. Like we’re strangers to each other. Great-Aunt Trudy probably had no idea the trouble she was stirring up when she left me the beach house.

Shoving aside my gloom, I get back into my car and head down the road. Thanks to my cousin, I’ve got enough gas to get home safely. One problem down. A million more to go. I park my clunky old car in front of house, slide out, and walk up the stone pathway lined with palm trees to the front door. The mail has arrived. I don’t need to pick up the envelopes to know that they’re all bills. Bills I can’t pay.

Commotion on the beach grabs my attention. There’s a group playing beach volleyball. It’s a weekday, so the group is more than likely made up of college kids. Might even be those jerks from the pickup truck. 

Still, even though it’s across a narrow strip of road, the waterfront is close enough for me to watch their game with interest for a few moments. I wonder what it would be like to be that carefree right now. I haven’t had any fun since I transferred. Which sucks because I used to have fun on this beach every summer as a kid. And right now, it looks so inviting. The beach towels on the fine white sand, people sunbathing, couples strolling together. All while the lifeguard keeps an eye out. 

The waves roll in, gently crashing against the shore. There are boats further out on the aquamarine water as boaters go fishing or venture out on a leisurely cruise.

With a sigh, I turn my attention back to the stack of bills in my hand and reluctantly walk into the house. I head into the kitchen, dumping the pile of envelopes onto the kitchen table. Even though I know it’s futile, I open the fridge to search for food. It’s empty except for the last couple of eggs that I’ve been saving for when things got really dire. Like they are now. I can’t pay the bills, and I’ll be totally out of food within a day.

I didn’t let on to my cousin earlier, but I’ve been looking for a roommate for weeks as a last-ditch effort to save my bacon. So far most of the candidates either don’t have the funds for an off-campus house, or they’ve found better


























d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
? THE
ROOMMATE WANTED SERIES #1

USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHO

LEXY TIMMS





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image011.jpg
EANT!@ SERIES

LEXY TIMMs \' .

v&% JJ

o, | Dl

X7 ik XV iy | X ik





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png
-

-

-

7O





d2d_images/image016.png





d2d_images/image017.jpg
? THE

USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR

LEXY TIMMS





d2d_images/image019.png





d2d_images/image001.jpg
3 ;ag € =
g o [
Y "






d2d_images/image002.jpg
LEXY TIMMS





d2d_images/image005.png
? THE %

USA TODAY BESTSELUNG AUTHOR

LEXY TIMMS





d2d_images/image006.jpg





d2d_images/image003.jpg





