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Introduction

This book has been written to support your study of the European Option: Modern Europe 1750–1921 for Cambridge International AS Level History (syllabus code 9489). The book has been endorsed by Cambridge Assessment International Education and is listed as an endorsed textbook for students studying the syllabus.

This introduction gives you an overview of:


•  the content you will study for the European Option: Modern Europe 1750–1921

•  the structure of the syllabus

•  the different features of this book and how these will aid your learning.



1 What you will study

In the period from 1750 to 1921 Europe underwent a series of massive transformations. Its economy went from being agricultural to industrial, with Britain becoming the first industrial nation. This development led to rapid urbanization and the introduction of a new system of working, with the growth of the factory system. Politically, Europe also underwent a series of dramatic changes. In France the old order, the Ancien Régime, was overthrown as the country underwent a bloody revolution followed by years of warfare, firstly under a revolutionary government and then Napoleon Bonaparte. In Russia in the twentieth century, the old imperial government of the Tsar was overthrown and replaced by the world’s first Communist government under Lenin and his Bolshevik party. During the nineteenth century the map of Europe and the balance of power was also transformed as the new state of Germany was created following an upsurge in liberal and nationalist feeling. These developments all destroyed the old order. How and why they happened are the focus of this book. The changes were often fast, accompanied by violence and protest as people struggled to adapt.

This book covers the following topics post-1750:


•  Chapter 1 examines the causes of the French Revolution and how it developed so that Napoleon was able to emerge and establish his empire.

•  The origins and development of the Industrial Revolution from 1750 to 1850 are considered in Chapter 2. It will also look at the response of the workers and governments to these developments.

•  Chapter 3 traces the growth of liberalism and nationalism in Germany between the years 1815 and 1871. It will discuss the early attempts to unite a large number of states and the reasons why Prussia was able to emerge as the dominant force and how it united Germany.

•  In Chapter 4 the discussion will focus on the collapse and overthrow of the imperial rule of the Tsar and its eventual replacement, following a second revolution in 1917 and civil war, by the Bolsheviks or communists.



2 Structure of the syllabus

The Cambridge International AS Level History will be assessed through two papers, a Document Paper and an Outline Study.


•  Paper 1: For Paper 1 you need to answer one two-part document question on one of the options given. You will need to answer both parts of the option you choose. This counts for 40 per cent of the AS Level.

•  Paper 2: For Paper 2 you need to answer two two-part questions from three on one of the options given. You must answer both parts of the question you choose. This counts for 60 per cent of the AS Level.



AS Level topics rotate between Papers 1 and 2 year-on-year – the prescribed topic for Paper 1 in the June and November series of any given year is not used for Paper 2.

Examination questions

For Paper 1 there will be two parts to each question. For part (a) you will be expected to consider two sources on one aspect of the material. For part (b) you will be expected to use all the sources and your knowledge of the period to address how far the sources support a given statement.

For Paper 2 you will select two questions from the option on Europe 1750–1921. There will be two parts to each question. Part (a) requires a causal explanation and part (b) requires you to consider and weigh up the relative importance of a range of factors. You will need to answer both parts of the question you choose.

Command words

When choosing the two essay questions, keep in mind that it is vital to answer the actual question that has been asked, not the one that you might have hoped for. A key to doing well is understanding the demands of the question. Cambridge International AS Level History use key terms and phrases known as command words. The command words are listed in the table on page vi, with a brief explanation of each.



	Command word
	What it means



	Assess
	Make an informed judgement



	Compare
	Identify/comment on similarities and/or differences



	Contrast
	Identify/comment on differences



	Discuss
	Write about issue(s) or topic(s) in depth in a structured way



	Evaluate
	Judge or calculate the quality, importance, amount or value of something



	Explain
	Set out purposes or reasons/make the relationships between things evident/provide why and/or how and support with relevant evidence




Questions may also use phrases such as:


•  How far do/does X support?

•  To what extent?

•  Account for



Key concepts

The syllabus also focuses on developing your understanding of a number of key concepts and these are also reflected in the nature of the questions set in the examination. The key concepts for AS History are as follows:

[image: ] Cause and consequence

The events, circumstances, actions and beliefs that have a direct causal connection to consequential events and developments, circumstances, actions or beliefs. Causes can be both human and non-human.

[image: ] Change and continuity

The patterns, processes and interplay of change and continuity within a given time frame.

[image: ] Similarity and difference

The patterns of similarity and difference that exist between people, lived experiences, events and situations in the past.

[image: ] Significance

The importance attached to an event, individual or entity in the past, whether at the time or subsequent to it. Historical significance is a constructed label that is dependent upon the perspective (context, values, interests and concerns) of the person ascribing significance and is therefore changeable.

The icons above appear next to questions to show where key concepts are being tested and what they are.

Answering the questions

With Paper 1, the Document Paper, you have 1 hour and 15 minutes to answer the two parts to the question. On Paper 2, the Outline Study, you have 1 hour and 45 minutes to answer two two-part questions. It is important that you organize your time well. In other words do not spend 70 minutes on one question on Paper 2 and leave yourself just 35 minutes to do the second question. Before you begin each question, take a few minutes to draw up a brief plan of the major points you want to make and your argument. You can then tick them off as you make them. This is not a waste of time as it will help you produce a coherent and well-argued answer. Well-organized responses with well-supported arguments and a conclusion will score more highly than responses that lack coherence and jump from point to point.

The answers that you write for both papers will be read by trained examiners. The examiners will read your answers and check what you write against the mark scheme. The mark scheme offers guidance to the examiner, but is not comprehensive. You may write an answer that includes analysis and evidence that is not included in the mark scheme and that is fine. It is also worth remembering that the examiner who assesses your answers is looking to reward arguments that are well supported, not to deduct marks for errors or mistakes.

On Paper 1, Question (a) will be marked out of 15 and Question (b) out of 25. The total mark will be weighted at 40 per cent of your final grade. On Paper 2, Question (a) will be marked out of 10 and Question (b) out of 20. The total mark will be weighted at 60 per cent of your final grade.

Answering source questions

For the Comparison Question (a) you should be able to:


•  make a developed comparison of the two sources

•  show both similarities and differences in the evidence two sources give about a particular issue

•  use contextual knowledge and source evaluation to explain the similarities and differences.



In order to attain the highest marks your answers for Question (b) should:


•  evaluate the sources to reach a supported judgement as to how far the sources support the statement.



Answering essay questions

Both the short and long answer questions should:


•  be well focused

•  be well supported by precise and accurate evidence

•  reach a relevant and supported conclusion or judgement

•  demonstrate knowledge and understanding of historical processes

•  demonstrate a clear understanding of connections between causes.



Your essay should include a significant opening paragraph or introduction that sets out your main points. Do not waste time copying out the question but do define any key terms that are in the question. The strongest essays will show awareness of different possible approaches to the question. You will need to write an in-depth analysis of your main points in several paragraphs, providing detailed and accurate information to support them. Each paragraph will focus on one of your main points and be directly related to the question. Finally, you should write a concluding paragraph. Help with developing these skills is offered throughout the book in the Study skills section at the end of each chapter.

What will the examination paper look like?

Cover

The cover of the examination paper states the date of the examination and the length of time you have to complete it. Instructions on the front are limited, but they do remind you that you should answer questions from only ONE section, Section A, the European Option. The cover will also tell you the total number of marks for the paper, 40 for Paper 1 and 60 for Paper 2, and will also tell you the number of marks for each question or part question.

Questions

Read through Section A, the European Option. With Paper 1 you will have no choice but to answer the Document Question from that section, but for Paper 2 you should choose which two out of three questions you can answer most fully.

With Paper 1 you might find it helpful to:


•  spend 10 minutes reading the sources carefully

•  identify the key terms and phrases in the question so that you remain focused on the actual question

•  underline any quotations you will use to support your arguments.



If you spend about 10 minutes carefully reading the sources you will have about 1 hour left to answer the two questions. It is advisable to spend somewhere around 20–25 minutes answering (a) and 35–40 minutes answering (b).

With Paper 2 you might find it helpful to:


•  circle the two questions you intend to answer

•  identify the command terms and key words and phrases so that you remain focused on them.



Then spend time drawing up plans. If, for Paper 2, you allow 5 minutes to decide which questions to answer you will have 50 minutes for each question – 5 minutes to plan and 45 minutes to write answers to part (a) and (b). It is advisable to spend somewhere around 15–20 minutes answering (a) and 30–35 minutes on (b).

3 About this book

Coverage of the course content

This book addresses the key areas listed in the Cambridge International syllabus. The content follows closely the layout and sequence of the Cambridge syllabus with each chapter representing each topic. Chapters start with an introduction outlining key questions they address. Each key question is accompanied by content that you are expected to understand and deploy when addressing the key question. Throughout the chapters you will find the following features to aid your study of the course content.

Key terms

Key terms are the important terms you need to know to gain an understanding of the period. These are highlighted in the text the first time they appear in the book and are defined in the margin. They also appear in the glossary at the end of the book.

Key figures and profiles

Key figures highlight important individuals and can be found in the margin. Some chapters contain profiles that offer more information about the importance and impact of the individual. This information can be very useful in understanding certain events and providing supporting evidence to your arguments.

Sources

Throughout the book you will encounter both written and visual sources. Historical sources are important components in understanding more fully why specific decisions were taken and on what contemporary leaders based their actions. They also help to explain both causes and consequences of past developments. The sources are accompanied by questions to help you dig deeper into the history of Modern Europe, 1750–1921. To help with analysing the sources think about the message of the sources, their purpose, and their usefulness for a particular line of enquiry. The questions that accompany the source will help you with this.

Extension boxes

Sometimes it is useful to go beyond the syllabus to help further your understanding of the topic. The extension boxes will include a variety of additional information such as useful debates and historians’ views.

Activities

Activities and tasks throughout the book will help you develop conceptual understanding and consolidate knowledge.

Summary diagrams

At the end of each section is a summary diagram which gives a visual summary of the content of the section. It is intended as an aid for revision. Try copying the diagram into your own set of notes and, using information from the chapter, provide precise examples to develop each point. This will help build your knowledge of the issues that relate to the key question.

Chapter summaries

At the end of each chapter is a short summary of the content of that chapter. This is intended to help you consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.

Refresher questions

Questions at the end of each chapter will serve as a useful tool to test your knowledge of what you have read. These are not exam-style questions, but will serve as prompts and show where you have gaps in your knowledge and understanding.

Study skills

At the end of each chapter you will find guidance on how to approach both writing a successful essay and also how to evaluate sources. These pages take you step by step through the exam requirements and show you the kinds of questions you might be asked. There is also analysis of and comment on sample answers. These are not answers by past candidates. We have written them to help you to see what a part of good answer might look like.

End of the book

The book concludes with the following sections.

Glossary

All key terms in the book are defined in the glossary.

Further reading

This contains a list of books that may help you with further independent research. At this level of study, it is important to read around the subject and not just solely rely on the content of this textbook. The further reading section will help you with this. You may wish to share the contents of this area with your school or local librarian.

Online teacher support

In an addition to this book there is an online teacher resource* for sale that will provide support for all three AS Level Paper 1 and Paper 2 options:


•  The History of the USA, 1820–1941

•  Modern Europe, 1750–1921

•  International History, 1870–1945



The online material can be found here: www.hoddereducation.com

It includes:


•  simple factual knowledge recall tests

•  quizzes to test understanding of definitions and key terms to help improve historical understanding and language

•  schemes of work

•  worksheets to be used in the classroom or for study at home

•  sample exam-style questions and answers

•  links to websites and additional online resources.



* The online teacher support component is not endorsed by Cambridge Assessment International Education.



CHAPTER 1

France, 1774–1814



This chapter looks at why revolution broke out in France in 1789. It considers the nature and problems of the ‘Ancien Régime’ – the French monarchy which was eventually overthrown in 1792 after attempts to share power between the king and an elected assembly. It explains why there was so much political instability in the period 1790–95 and why the Revolution became more extreme. The rise to power of Napoleon Bonaparte in 1799 is considered, and also the changes that he brought to France as Consul and from 1804 as Emperor. You need to consider the following questions throughout this chapter:


•  What were the causes and immediate outcomes of the 1789 Revolution?

•  Why were French governments unstable from 1790 to 1795?

•  Why was Napoleon Bonaparte able to overthrow the Directory in 1799?

•  What were Napoleon’s domestic aims and achievements to 1814?
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KEY DATES



	1774
	Louis XVI comes to the throne



	1787
	Assembly of Notables to discuss financial problems



	1789
	May
	Estates General meets



	1789
	20 June
	Tennis Court Oath



	1789
	14 July
	Storming of the Bastille



	1789
	October Days



	1791
	Flight to Varennes by Louis XVI



	1792
	War with Austria and Prussia



	1793
	Execution of Louis XVI



	1793
	Terror



	1794
	Coup of Thermidor



	1795
	Directory



	1799
	Coup of Brumaire. Bonaparte takes power



	1802
	Concordat with Papacy



	1804
	Civil Code



	1804
	Napoleon becomes Emperor



	1805
	War of Third Coalition



	1808
	Peninsular War



	1812
	Napoleon invades Russia



	1814
	Napoleon abdicates



	1815
	Hundred Days



	1821
	Napoleon dies on St Helena
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1 What were the causes and immediate outcomes of the 1789 Revolution?

The French Revolution had long-term and short-term causes. It was brought about by resentments in French society about inequality and privilege. These were reinforced by the writings of the Enlightenment and, more directly, by economic distress. In the short term it was brought about by the monarchy’s failure to solve a growing financial crisis and Louis XVI’s inability to manage the process of reform and rising political demands. The outcome of the events of 1789 were in the short term to bring about shared power by the king and an elected assembly but in the longer term to establish a republic and the abolition of monarchy which brought war and the rise of a military leader who declared himself Emperor in 1804.


[image: ]

Louis XVI


[image: ]


Born in 1754, he was the grandson of Louis XV. He came to the throne in 1774. Personally kind, he was not a dynamic or decisive figure. He was ridiculed for his inability to have children by his Austrian wife, Princess Marie Antoinette, until a minor operation made sexual relations possible for him. Though interested in many new ideas, particularly those connected to naval matters, he was unable to deal effectively with the growing problem of finance. He did not give support to a series of reforming ministers. His acceptance of advice to go to war against Britain in 1778 made the situation critical. He eventually agreed to summon the Estates General, the equivalent to a French parliament, which had not met since 1614, but then could not manage it. Shifting between support for change and a desire to use force to prevent it, he allowed events to get out of control. Forced to reside in the centre of Paris, not his palace at Versailles, by mob action in October 1789, his position became increasingly dangerous. He botched an attempt to flee in July 1791 and became a reluctant constitutional monarch. He unwisely supported a war policy in 1792 and was blamed for the French failures. He was overthrown as king in August 1792 and was executed in January 1793.
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What were the problems of the Ancien Régime in 1774 and how were these affected by the policies of Louis XVI?

The term ‘Ancien Régime’ refers to the rule of the French monarchs before the Revolution of 1789. When Louis XVI came to the French throne in 1774 he inherited problems. Some of these were long term and were to do with how France was governed and the long-term inequalities of French society. Others, especially financial problems, were a result of costly wars fought in the reign of his grandfather Louis XV.

Long-term social problems

Louis XVI inherited a country that was deeply divided and unequal. France was made up of different classes, called Estates. Most of the French people were in the Third Estate. Of these some 80 per cent were peasants and the rest urban workers, tradesmen and a growing middle class. Above them were the First and Second Estates who had privileges that the mass of French people did not enjoy. The 0.5 per cent of churchmen who made up the First Estate owned 10 per cent of the land and were exempt from direct taxes. The official religion of France was Roman Catholicism and all French people had to pay a tax to the Church. Within the Church, members of the nobility held nearly all important and richer posts. The nobles, roughly 120,000 in number out of a population of some 28 million, were also exempt from direct taxes. Most of the leading officers in the armed forces, government ministers, provincial governors and important office holders such as the local administrators and diplomats were members of the aristocracy. Nobles also had the right as lords of the manor to hold courts and receive payments from their peasant tenants. These were known as feudal dues and were owed to them because of their noble status. This inequality and privilege caused discontent among the French middle classes who resented the lack of opportunity and the inequality in taxation. Many peasants resented the feudal payments, especially in times of hardship.

Long-term financial problems

Because of the tax privileges, the burden of taxation fell unequally. The French monarchy faced financial problems because it lacked a uniform and effective means of collecting taxes. There was a history of selling offices to raise money – not only positions in the legal system but also in the financial system. The crown relied on private individuals to collect taxes. Contracts were agreed to collect fixed sums in advance. Anything extra was profit for the collectors. Thus much money, which could have gone to the crown, went instead into the pockets of individuals. These intermediaries were known as ‘tax farmers’. The French state could not collect enough taxes to meet expenses and had to rely on loans. In normal times there was a financial shortfall, but two expensive wars fought by Louis XV – the War of the Austrian Succession 1740–48 and the Seven Years War 1756–63 – had increased the debts. In 1748 France had a debt of 1 billion livres and by 1763 this had risen to 1.8 billion. A lot of the taxes raised had to go on paying interest on a very large debt.


[image: ]

ACTIVITY [image: ]

Look at the long-term problems of France in 1774. Discuss with a partner or in a group which is the most serious of the problems and which is the least serious. Explain your view to the class.

[image: ]



Long-term economic problems

There were also long-term economic problems. Most French people were peasant farmers and many of them made a bare living by subsistence farming. A run of bad harvests could mean severe hardships. France before 1774 was used to bread riots and hardship in many rural communities. Population growth had meant that urban population had grown. This was particularly true of Paris where there were very poor districts. The internal customs duties payable when supplies went from province to province added to the problems of food costs in bad years, and the customs posts were deeply unpopular.

Long-term political problems

The growing middle class, brought about by the development of trade and the growth of towns, saw considerable interest in ideas. Even before 1774 the French authorities faced a more literate public and the growth of criticism about the power of the clergy and nobles. Journals, books and newspapers increased in number. However, there was little formal outlet for discussion as France did not have a parliament as such, and the king was in theory absolute and could rule as he wished within the law. There was censorship and control over publications. The king could arbitrarily imprison his subjects and the only institutions that resembled a parliament, and indeed had the name ‘parlements’, were in fact courts of law dominated by the nobles which merely registered royal edicts giving them the force of law. There was no equivalent to the British parliament which elected members and could vote on financial matters and initiate laws.

Short-term problems after 1774 and the impact of Louis XVI’s policies

Louis XVI did little to solve these problems and, indeed, made them worse. His decision to go to war again against Britain in 1778 in support of the British colonies in North America that had rebelled against George III added to the debt quite considerably. Various attempts by reforming ministers to solve the financial problems were not sufficiently supported by the King to be successful.

The king and his queen, Marie Antoinette, did not set a good example by failing to curb their spending. However, the inherited debt and the high costs of war were more significant causes of financial problems.

There was little attempt to change France and to restrict privilege. Even tax reform proved to be impossible when the privileged orders resisted. Louis persisted in relying on tax farming and merely asking the privileged classes to co-operate rather than enforcing major governmental change. The King was reluctant to make any political concessions. The decision to intervene in the American Revolution meant that many new ideas had come back to France about the right to resist tyranny, the right to be consulted about taxation and the right of all to ‘life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness’ as the American Declaration of Independence of 1776 said. Louis gave aid to rebels proclaiming these new ideas but was not prepared to make changes at home, which would have given his own subjects greater rights or liberty. For many, aristocratic privileges were a barrier to ‘the pursuit of happiness’ and Louis did little to reduce this.

As shown below, the King and his ministers were aware of the problems, but failed to solve them in a series of attempted reforms before 1799. These failures were crucial as they left the King with one choice: to appeal to the nation as a whole and summon the old French assembly – the Estates General – which had not met since 1614 to help him with the financial problems. In the end, this decision saw the beginning of the Revolution and the end of the Ancien Régime.
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ACTIVITY [image: ]

Review the key terms covered so far and make sure that you understand them by writing a brief definition:


•  Ancien Régime

•  Parlement

•  Feudal dues

•  Estates General.
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What were the pressures for change?

Changes in the social and intellectual life of France in the latter half of the eighteenth century led to greater demands for change and the governments of Louis XVI found themselves under pressure to respond to growing discontent among all classes.

Social pressures

The growth in the French middle class from about 700,000 in 1700 to 2.3 million by 1780 meant that this class was more numerous and likely to resent the privileges of the first two Estates. There was greater literacy and a growth in demand for books and journals, many of which were critical of the Ancien Régime. The businessmen and merchants resented restrictions on trade such as internal customs and lack of uniform weights and measures. There were large numbers of lawyers who wanted political change and also a society which gave more opportunities for people of talent to prosper regardless of how privileged their background was. Even among the clergy, the middle-ranking priests were resentful about the domination of the Church by aristocratic bishops and abbots. Within the cities there was also social discontent. Paris was the most populous with 620,000 people by 1789. The next largest city was Lyon with only 145,000. Thus, Paris was disproportionately large and influential. It had a large underclass of servants, casual labourers, peddlers, itinerant craftsmen and 25,000 prostitutes. Living in overcrowded and often unhealthy conditions, they resented restrictions imposed by employers and city authorities. Subject to hardship when bread prices rose, they often resorted to mob action. Like the more prosperous middle classes, they were reading more and had greater awareness of new ideas about the people having rights.
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SOURCE A
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How far does Source A indicate that the main cause of the Revolution was social unrest among the middle class?
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A churchman writes about the Third Estate in a pamphlet. From the Abbé Sieyès, ‘What Is the Third Estate?’, 1789

What is the Third Estate? Everything; but shackled and oppressed. What would it be without the privileged order? Everything, free and flourishing. Nothing can succeed without privileged persons, far from being useful to the nation, enfeeble and injure it; the noble order does not enter at all into the social organization; that it is a burden upon the nation.
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Economic discontent

A series of bad harvests during 1788–89 and a fall in trade and employment created a great deal of urban discontent. There were 80,000 unemployed people in Paris by 1789 and most larger towns and cities saw food riots in the spring and early summer. Food prices peaked in July 1789 and coincided with the outbreak of revolution. In the countryside peasants came under pressure from the 1760s as landowners tried to take over lands traditionally used by the villages as a whole. Landlords enclosed common land and forests that poorer farmers used for animal grazing and gathering wood, nuts and berries. By 1788 there were increasing instances of peasants refusing to pay dues and taxes and attacks on the manor houses (chateaux) of landlords. Though economic discontent produced violence and unrest by poorer people in both town and countryside, it was also an element in creating unrest among the middle classes. The increase in barriers to trade, especially between 1785 and 1787 when the tax farmers tightened collection and set up more customs posts, hit manufacturers and traders. State control of prices and the restrictions of the trade guilds which controlled production were resented by enterprising businessmen. The unfairness of the tax system made matters worse and seemed to show that there was a major need for change.

Political pressure

For many educated Frenchmen, the lack of political rights and a chance to participate in government was frustrating. The old parliament of France, the Estates General, had not met since 1614. The power of the monarchy had grown during the seventeenth century, especially under Louis XIV (1660–1715) who had promoted absolutism. His grand palace at Versailles was symbolic of the power of the central French state, imposing its will on the people in alliance with a privileged nobility and clergy. Alternative ideas of shared power and the participation of a wider political community had emerged in the eighteenth century. These reforming ideas were promoted by influential thinkers known as the Philosophes, and were part of a wider movement known as the Enlightenment.


[image: ]

Louis XIV and absolutism

Louis XIV, 1660–1715, established a more powerful monarchy after a period of political unrest in the mid-seventeenth century, which stressed the God-given authority of the monarch. This type of powerful monarchy was known as absolutism. Louis’ power was expressed in his grand palace at Versailles and by his image in art and music as ‘the Sun King’. Much of his reign was spent at war, which caused debts, and in practice there was unrest and division in France by 1715, so he left a problematic legacy to his successors Louis XV and Louis XVI of a monarchy that was absolute in theory but less so in practice.
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In many European countries and in North America, there was a growth of interest in scientific knowledge and a discussion of all sorts of ideas. The interest in knowledge was reflected in the work of scholars like Denis Diderot who attempted to gather all knowledge into an encyclopedia. Greater knowledge led to treatises on change – there were works on agriculture, on industry, on finance, education, on the pursuit of happiness and on the nature of government. This expansion of intellectual activity was the work of an elite of thinkers and scholars. However, it had wider effects, particularly in matters of religion and politics.

There were doubts cast on traditional religious beliefs and the power of the Church to censor inquiries that threatened Christian beliefs. There was also the general questioning of traditions that affected belief in absolute monarchy. The most famous was the work of Jean Jacques Rousseau (a French-speaking Swiss writer, 1712–78) who questioned why, ‘Man is born free, but is everywhere in chains’ in his book The Social Contract, which suggested that men and women obey laws as part of an unwritten contract with those in power, not as a matter of blind obedience to God-given authority.

The new ideas affected not only the middle class but also some in the nobility. A major political writer was the Baron de Montesquieu (1689–1755) who argued that there should be a division between those who govern, those who discuss laws, and the judges to ensure a balance of power to protect the subjects from excessive state power. In Paris, Enlightenment ideas spread to the ordinary people, especially independent craftsmen and shopkeepers.
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SOURCE B
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How useful is Source B in explaining opposition to the Ancien Régime by 1789?
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An Enlightenment view of liberty. From Jean Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract (1762)

The tyrant assures his subjects he will give them civil peace and tranquillity. Granted; but what do they gain, if the wars his ambition brings down upon them, his insatiable greed and the bad conduct of his ministers press on. What do they gain, if the very tranquillity they enjoy does not end the miseries? Tranquillity is found also in dungeons; but is that enough to make them desirable places to live in?

To renounce liberty is to renounce being a man.
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It would be wrong to think of the King as opposed to the Enlightenment. The queen, Marie Antoinette, was a great admirer of Rousseau. Louis was interested in various reforms. However, as he proved incapable of bringing about change to end the financial crisis and resorted to summoning the Estates General, he opened the way for discontents to be expressed and new political ideas to be discussed.

What was the reaction of Louis XVI to attempts to reform 1774–89?

The need to reform was pressing but Louis did not succeed in taking the initiative, despite being well-intentioned. Having appointed some able ministers, he failed to back them and let the situation get worse. He reluctantly agreed at last to a special assembly of notables to discuss the financial crisis in 1787 but this failed to get agreement and so he accepted the summoning of the Estates General and even allowed a nationwide consultation to put forward grievances. This was a huge gamble and might have worked had he himself led the movement for change but in fact it led to revolution and eventually his overthrow and execution.

Turgot and early attempts to reform

Faced with a deficit of 37 million livres, Louis XVI appointed an economic expert as his key minister – the Controller General of Finances. Given that the deficit was in modern terms at least £6000 million, some drastic action was needed and Anne-Robert-Jacques Turgot had plenty of ideas. He wanted to promote national wealth by freeing trade and reducing price controls; to end tax privileges and to improve communications to generate wealth. Appointed in 1774, he was dismissed in 1776 when the Queen and privileged aristocrats at court turned against him.

Necker and the Compte Rendu

His successor, a Swiss Protestant banker called Jacques Necker, was also inventive. He aimed to cut back on the sale of offices and reduce the share of the tax farmers in tax collected. To show transparency in government he published the national accounts in the Compte Rendu (report to the king) of 1781 – a bestseller as French people wanted to know the secrets of finance. This was a step too far for his enemies at court. He too was dismissed.

Calonne and the Assembly of Notables

His successor, the smooth and experienced aristocratic administrator Charles de Calonne, offered an ambitious three-pronged programme that would have economised spending, ended tax privileges in the payment of the key land tax, the taille, and increased prosperity by abolishing internal customs duties. He also proposed ending the unpopular corvée. When this did not meet with the approval of the parlement, Calonne turned to another striking proposal. In 1787, he called a special assembly of notables – of leading figures in the nation, aristocrats and royal princes. While not rejecting the reforms as such, the Assembly wanted to link them to greater political participation in government. The privileged classes were prepared to accept a reduction in their privileges but not without the calling of the Estates General. The failure to get agreement ensured that Calonne would go the way of his predecessors, and he was dismissed in April 1788.
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SOURCE C
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What is the message of the cartoon in Source C?
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A cartoon of 1788 shows the Assembly of Notables being called. The aristocratic delegates are shown as poultry being summoned to vote to be killed and eaten
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Brienne and the decision to call the Estates General

The attempts to reform continued. Calonne’s successor, the aristocratic churchman Brienne, proposed to solve the financial problems by a new uniform land tax paid for by all. He also proposed other changes – reform of the customs barriers, provincial assemblies, civil rights for Protestants and the ending of torture. These progressive measures were rejected by the Assembly of Notables and also by the parlements, which refused to register them.

By 1788 the King had lost patience and he supported Brienne far more than he had supported the other reformers. When the parlements continued to refuse to register the changes, he exiled its members, announced plans to end parlements’ rights to register edicts, or orders, and arrested leading members, including his own cousin who had expressed criticisms.

Would the King now rule as a real absolute monarch and force the privileged classes to accept change? This was one option open to him, but he did not follow it. Instead he announced another assembly – this time of the whole nation. On 8 August 1788 he declared that he would summon the Estates General.


•  The leaders of the parlements had come to be seen as popular heroes resisting the power of the King, rather than selfish defenders of privilege.

•  There had been demonstrations in their support, for example the ‘Day of Tiles’ in Grenoble.

•  Louis and Brienne feared that if the King rejected both the Assembly of Notables and the parlements, and ruled as a real absolute monarch, then the state would not be able to borrow the money it needed to function.



The importance of this decision cannot be overstated.


•  It led to widespread discussion of the grievances of the whole nation. Traditionally the calling of the Estates General was preceded by local meetings to draw up lists of grievances called Cahiers de Doléances (literally ‘writing books of things which caused pain or distress’).

•  For the first time in the century there were elections for delegates to this grand meeting of the Estates.

•  It led to considerable expectations of reform and change.

•  Brienne was replaced by Necker who returned from Switzerland and was expected to take charge of a programme of change discussed and agreed by the whole nation.




[image: ]

ACTIVITY

Hold a balloon debate in which the key advisers in this chapter argue that they should stay in a hot air balloon which is sinking and has to lose a passenger! You will need to research ‘your’ adviser and argue that he was the best royal minister in the period 1774–1789.
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SOURCE D
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‘By February 1789 there was a revolutionary attitude in France.’ To what extent does Source D support that statement?
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Some demands from the Third Estate in Carcassonne in Southern France in the Cahier drawn up in February 1789 at a special meeting

10 Voting in the new assembly should be by head, not by estate.

11 No class, organization or individual citizen may lay claim to tax privileges.

12 The dues exacted from commoners holding lands should be abolished, and also regulations which exclude members of the Third Estate from certain positions, offices, and ranks which have hitherto been bestowed on nobles.

13 There should be no arbitrary orders for imprisonment … any tax exemptions. … All taxes should be assessed on the same system throughout the nation.

14 Freedom should be granted also to the press.
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The situation by 1789

The atmosphere created by this anticipation of change was heightened by high bread prices and unrest among the urban and rural population. The middle classes sensed an opportunity to introduce a new constitution and bring about fundamental change and an end to privilege. The level of political discussion was very high: debating societies talked about reform in the language of the Enlightenment – especially ‘liberty’.

Only the most skilful monarch could have managed these expectations and avoided massive unrest. However, Louis was unable to grasp the widespread feeling for change. When the Estates General met it was announced that voting would be by Estate not by delegates. Necker had persuaded Louis to allow the Third Estate larger numbers of delegates, but the clergy and the aristocracy could outvote them. Also the first meeting of the long awaited Estates General was disappointing with Louis offering no programme and proceedings going in a slow and formal manner.

Louis had allowed every chance for serious reform to fail. By participating in yet another war – the War of American independence from 1778 to 1783 – the financial situation had been made worse. The King had failed to control his own nobles and to make them agree to reform. He had failed to back his own ministers. He had failed to see the consequences of suddenly allowing every district in France to meet to discuss grievances while having no plan to meet those grievances. In addition, he had not understood how to treat the Estates General or seen how important it was not to disappoint the high hopes for social, economic and political change.

What were the responses to Louis’ actions during 1789 and how did the revolution develop?

The King’s hesitations and initial refusals to allow the Estates General to vote by head and not by order – giving the first two Estates an automatic majority over the third, which represented the bulk of the nation – began a build-up of resentment against royal authority that grew when he was seen to oppose change. It was clear that Louis was reluctant to accept his new position as a constitutional monarch sharing his power with the representatives of the people. As change began to take place, the revolution grew more radical.

The King’s response to the Estates General

When the Estates General met in 1789, it consisted of 278 nobles, 330 churchmen and 604 representatives of the Third Estate (i.e. the rest of the population). The King started badly by ordering each estate to its own meeting hall. This was in the eyes of the King not a national assembly but a meeting of three separate Estates, two of which could outvote the other. The old-fashioned class-ridden view of society was emphasized by the Third Estate being ordered to wear formal black clothes, in contrast to the colourful dress of the nobles. No plans for reform were announced in the opening ceremonies and valuable time was wasted in each Estate verifying the election results to ensure that the correct delegates were attending. The mismanagement drove the Third Estate to declare on 17 June that it was the assembly of the nation and not just an advisory body called by the King. When it appeared that they were locked out of their meeting room, they met in a tennis court (in modern terms, more like a large squash court, see Source E below) on 20 June and declared they were a ‘national assembly’ and swore an oath not to disperse until France had a constitution.

The Tennis Court Oath

This was a key moment of the revolution and confirmed the change in the Estates General. Originally called by the King to advise him on terms that he decided, it had become a very different body by 17 June. It had declared that it was the representative body of the nation – even though this was far from the truth as the bulk of the French people were peasants and the bulk of the representatives from the Third Estate were middle-class urban dwellers and professionals. The oath taken on 20 June moved this idea forward by binding the members to form a new constitution that would formally end the absolute power of the king and give the people the right to elect representatives. This would mean that the government would be responsible to the nation and not just the king. This was truly revolutionary. The occasion was seen as so important and historic that the great artist Jacques-Louis David was commissioned to paint it in 1790 (see Source E). However, before he could finish many of the original members had fallen victim to revolutionary violence so his sketch is a somewhat poignant commentary on the view that those who start revolutions rarely finish them.
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SOURCE E
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Look at Source E. How does the artist seek to portray the great importance and drama of this event?
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The Tennis Court Oath painting by Jacques-Louis David
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The King was not to be moved. On 23 June he held a meeting of the Estates and told them to go away and consider and discuss proposals for reform separately. The Third Estate refused to obey the king. When 47 nobles joined them, Louis gave way and agreed that there should be one body and the three Estates should join.

Thus, by June 1789, Louis was facing a situation that he had never intended. There was a new national assembly committed to a new constitution, which would involve regular elections. Claims had been made openly for the nation to be involved in government and decision-making.

The storming of the Bastille

The revolution had begun, quite bloodlessly, before the event that France now celebrates as its beginning – the storming of the Bastille on 14 July. The King helped to bring this about by appearing to be preparing for the use of military force to restore his authority by summoning troops to the capital. He provoked a crisis by dismissing the reforming minister Necker on 11 July.

However, Paris had become a hotbed of political agitation; unemployment and high bread prices had created discontent. The authorities had virtually lost control of the capital. Impromptu public meetings and the speeches of radical political agitators had created a mood of excitement. The King’s actions did not help, but the conditions for an outburst were already there.

Crowds attacked customs posts, then, fearing military action to suppress the assembly, they searched for arms. First they took weapons from the Invalides military hospital and then moved to the fortress of the Bastille. This had largely fallen out of use and was used to house a few prisoners, but its sheer bulk was a symbol of royal authority. The troops stationed there fired on the crowds. Other disobedient troops joined the attackers and there was bloodshed, culminating in the mob killing the prison’s governor, the Marquis de Launay.
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SOURCE F
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How useful is Source F as evidence about the atmosphere in Paris in July 1789?
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A Parisian newspaper reports the storming of the Bastille, July 1789

The conquerors, glorious and covered in honour, carry their arms and the spoils of the conquered, the flags of victory, the victory laurels offered them from every side, all this created a frightening and splendid spectacle. The people, anxious to avenge themselves, allowed neither De Launay nor the other officers to reach the place of trial; they seized them from the hands of their conquerors, and trampled them underfoot one after the other. De Launay was struck by a thousand blows, his head was cut off and hoisted on the end of a pike with blood streaming down all sides … This glorious day must amaze our enemies, and finally usher in for us the triumph of justice and liberty. In the evening, there were celebrations.
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SOURCE G
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How does the tone and the content of Sources F and G differ? Which do you think is the more reliable source?
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The British ambassador reported to the government in London on 30 July 1789 on the events of 14 July.

The fate of the Governor M.de Launay, is generally lamented, for he was an Officer of great merit and always treated the prisoners committed to his charge with humanity: it may be observed that the mildness of the present reign in France is strongly characterised by the small number of persons who were discovered in confinement in the Bastille: yet these considerations were not sufficient to check the fury of the populace, animated by the success of the attack and heated with the spirit of vengeance.
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To maintain order the Paris propertied classes (the electors of delegates to the Estates General) created a new city council and a National Guard – signs that the King’s authority was being ignored. The King accepted this on 17 July.

The Great Fear, the August Decrees and the Declaration of the Rights of Man

The King had paid the price for failing to be decisive in leading a movement for reform or decisively using the ample military forces at his disposal to end the revolution. Events now went forward at a pace that left him out of control.

There was a marked increase in peasant unrest in the wake of rumours that the nobles were going to stop reform and attack them. This ‘Great Fear’ resulted in the burning of many chateaux and the destruction of records of taxes and dues. In the towns, too, there was the overthrow of traditional authority. The Assembly in Paris was caught up in the national mood for radical change. It voted for the abolition of feudal dues on 4 August 1789, and on 26 August passed the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen – a bold statement that Frenchmen were citizens not subjects, with rights not merely the duty to obey the monarch.
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ACTIVITY

Reread the section on 1789 and find arguments and facts to support each of the following statements:


•  ‘The loss of royal authority by July 1789 was mainly the fault of the king himself.’

•  ‘The loss of royal authority was because of a situation that was too difficult for the king to control and he should not be held responsible.’



Then decide which you think is more convincing and why.
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SOURCE H
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What can you learn from Sources F and H about the development of the Revolution during the summer of 1789?
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Extracts from the Declaration of the Rights of Man, 26 August 1789

1 Men are born and remain free and equal in rights.

2 The aim of all political association is the preservation of the natural and imprescriptible rights of man. These rights are liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression.

3 The principle of all sovereignty resides essentially in the nation. No body nor individual may exercise any authority which does not proceed directly from the nation.

4 Liberty consists in the freedom to do everything which injures no one else.

5 Law can only prohibit such actions as are hurtful to society.

6 Law is the expression of the general will.
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The King could do little except observe these major changes in French society and government. They were the unintended consequence of the decision to summon the Estates General and the failure to gauge the situation.

The ‘March of the Women’ and the October Days

By October, Louis was having second thoughts. He did not embrace change. He resented his loss of status as representative of the nation and made some half-hearted moves to restoring what he thought was the natural order of monarchy. He summoned troops from the Flanders Regiment, who were known to be loyal to him personally, to his palace at Versailles. At a reception for some of the officers, the revolutionary red, white and blue cockade (emblem) was trampled underfoot.

With food prices high and with a great deal of hardship fuelling radical agitation in the poorer districts, another burst of popular fury erupted. This ‘March of the Women’ was led by the fishwives of the Paris markets protesting about the price of bread. A great demonstration was held and a march on Versailles took place. The National Guard and its indecisive commander, the Marquis de la Fayette, followed the crowds to Versailles where there was bloodshed, as royal guards were killed and the palace invaded on 5 October 1789.

Up to this point both the King and his ministers and the national assembly had been meeting at Versailles. The events of 5 October forced both King and assembly to move to the centre of Paris. Louis went in a humiliating procession, jeered by crowds, to take refuge in the Tuileries Palace, where he was at the mercy of the mob far more.

The Assembly now moved to establishing a new reformed France and to drawing up a new constitution. Its name now – the Constituent Assembly – showed that it was working as an independent body, not as part of a royal government.
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ACTIVITY [image: ]

Reread the chapter and explain why each of the following was important in the development of the Revolution in 1789:


•  The Storming of the Bastille

•  The Tennis Court Oath

•  The Declaration of the Rights of Man

•  The October Days



Now rank these events in order of importance: 1=least important, 5=most important and explain your reasons.
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The role of the King in the development of the Revolution in 1789

The King was in many ways the author of his own misfortunes and his fatal inconsistency ended chances of a royal-based reform programme and also an effective suppression of revolution. However, the economic situation was not within his control and neither was the growth of the population of Paris and the radical ideas of the Enlightenment. He also inherited financial problems and an inefficient financial and administrative system. There were disturbances in other countries in the late eighteenth century and the use of force was not always effective, as was shown in the successful rebellion of the American colonies against Britain. Thus, while Louis’ responses to the developments of 1789 can be seen as intensifying the Revolution, they cannot completely explain the loss of royal control by the end of 1789.
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SUMMARY DIAGRAM
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What were the causes and immediate outcomes of the 1789 Revolution?
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2 Why were French governments unstable from 1790 to 1795?

The achievements of the National Assembly which became the Constituent Assembly were remarkable, but it became increasingly difficult to ensure that France was stable after 1790. The opening up of political debate had led to all sorts of different ideas – some very radical – while at the same time there was conservative concern about the pace of change, so France became very divided. The situation was made worse by war from 1792. The new constitution took until 1791 to be formed and by then many had lost faith in the King and there were also powerful republican groups. With the overthrow of the King power passed to the radical revolutionaries but their reign of terror was too extreme for many and they were overthrown in 1794 and a more conservative government called the Directory ruled until 1799. Threatened by both royalists and radicals they relied more and more on military power.

The views and aims of revolutionary and counter-revolutionary groups

The events of 1789 had moved France very quickly from an absolute monarchy to a constitutional monarchy. There had also been an unprecedented amount of political discussion and interest in political developments. This had led to a wide range of views being expressed and the formation of new political clubs which pressed for change. The opponents of the Revolution – or the counter-revolutionary groups – also emerged. Thus, France became very divided, and political arguments went beyond mere discussion and became violent, leading to instability in government, extremism and loss of life.

Revolutionary groups

The discussions about the Cahiers and the relaxation of censorship and government control led to an expansion of political activity and the expression of a range of radical political ideas. The most influential groups that demanded radical change were members of political clubs called the Cordeliers and the Jacobins. Middle-class radicals founded the Cordeliers Club in 1790 as the Society of the Friends of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen. Its members encouraged working-class membership. The leading speakers Georges-Jacques Danton and Camille Desmoulins wanted to extend the Revolution to ensure that it represented the ordinary people and they also wished to end the monarchy. The Jacobins originated in a meeting of deputies from Brittany to the Estates General. A discussion club in a former convent of St Jacques, it was initially moderate, but it split in July 1791. Those who believed in a constitutional monarchy left to form a club called the Feuillants. This left the Jacobin club as a gathering of more radical members who, like its leading speaker Maximilien
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•  Counter Revolution

•  Emigre

•  Jacobin

•  Girondin

•  Civil Constitution of the Clergy.
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1  List the main radical ideas which had emerged by 1793.

2  Why do you think the revolution became so radical?
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Why were there so many changes of government 1790–95?
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•  Think about what was necessary for it to succeed.

•  Think about whether there was too much extremism and too little trust in the king.

•  Think about whether anything in history is ‘doomed to fail’.
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Economic problems 1790–95


Inflation and paper money


Worsening problems
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Foreign threats and the impact of war on France
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3 Why was Napoleon Bonaparte able to overthrow the Directory in 1799?


The aims and rule of the Directory






•  The Directors would not be as powerful as a monarch or as powerful as the Convention’s previous committees. No future Robespierre could emerge.

•  The voting would be in the hands of wealthier elements who would not threaten stability or vote for measures to benefit the masses at the expense of taxpayers.

•  The restriction in age would ensure that more mature men would dominate and not younger and more radical men.





•  The fall of Robespierre had encouraged considerable violence by royalists in the provinces – the so-called White Terror – and there was a danger that there might be a restoration of the monarchy.

•  The power of the radicals had been diminished but there was still a danger from the sans-culottes.

•  There were ongoing economic problems that might cause instability and the financial position was not secure.

•  France faced the hostility of many European powers and Britain in particular was a persistent foe whose strong finances and powerful navy threatened France.

•  There was still a need to maintain large military forces and the regime was dependent on military victory.

•  There was always the danger of a military coup.



The reputation of the Directory and opposition to it



•  The constitution did not allow for firm government and the Directory faced a series of attempts to overthrow it, both from royalists and from the radicals – the so-called neo-Jacobins.

•  The regime was corrupt and financially inefficient.

•  There was overreliance on censorship and repression in the absence of genuine support.

•  The regime depended on military success and the plunder from military campaigns.

•  The regime was weakened by internal intrigues that finally brought the Directory to an end in 1799.
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1  The Directory’s poor reputation is justified and it achieved little.

2  The Directory was more successful than is often claimed and does not deserve its poor reputation.
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•  The problems of inflation had been replaced by the problems of falling prices and economic downturn.

•  Military successes were less frequent and there was less money coming into France from plunder of conquered territories.

•  There was growing opposition, especially the increasing threat from a revival of Jacobinism and popular unrest. However, there were also opponents who were royalists and supported an end to the Revolution.

•  The Directory was divided and some of its members were plotting a military coup to strengthen the government and put down opposition.




The military reputation and political ambitions of Napoleon Bonaparte up to 1799
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The Egyptian Expedition, 1798



Was this reputation deserved?
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Napoleon’s political ambitions



The coup of 1799
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1  ‘Napoleon came to power because he was an outstanding leader.’

2  ‘Napoleon only came to power because of the weaknesses of the Directory. His own abilities have been exaggerated.’
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4 What were Napoleon Bonaparte’s domestic aims and achievements to 1814?


Napoleon Bonaparte’s initiatives as First Consul


Local government



Legal reform


Education


The Concordat


Public finance



The significance of domestic reforms



The inauguration of the Empire
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•  Legal reforms

•  Education

•  The Concordat

•  Financial reforms.
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•  ‘An act which showed his vanity and ambition.’

•  ‘The Act of a responsible statesman.’
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The nature and impact of Napoleon’s reforms (legal, education, social and financial)

The legal reforms



•  Property could be bequeathed more freely and did not all have to pass to the eldest son.

•  The ending of feudal rights that the Revolution had brought about was confirmed in law.

•  Privileges such as those of the Church were ended.

•  The property rights of those who had gained land from the Church or from the nobility during the Revolution were confirmed.





•  The Code permitted the reintroduction of slavery in French overseas colonies to protect the rights of the owners of slaves who had lost their human property during the Revolution.

•  Husbands’ and fathers’ authority over women and children was reinforced. Married women could not own property in their own right. Wives who survived their husbands did not automatically inherit their property. Husbands were favoured in disputes about custody rights of children; divorce requirements were stricter for women than men. Women could only gain divorce if husbands had been unfaithful and if the other woman was actually brought into the family home, but any infidelity on a woman’s part was grounds for divorce.

•  Fathers’ rights to control their children were reinforced and employers’ rights over their workers were also recognized.




Education


Social changes




Financial and economic



Napoleon’s use of propaganda and other means of control
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•  There were special tribunals for crimes against the state.

•  From 1810 there were state prisons for political offences.

•  There were roundups of suspects.

•  The police forces were increased significantly; for example, the Corps of Gendarmes went from 10,000 to 15,000 in the first year of the Consulate.
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1  Explain the meaning of the term ‘police state’.

2  From the chapter and your own reading list the evidence that Napoleonic France was a ‘police state’.

3  What evidence might show that this is not an appropriate description?

4  Write the first paragraph of the following essay question: Was Napoleonic France a ‘police state?
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  1  What were the financial problems facing the French monarchy by 1789?

  2  What economic hardships faced the people of France in 1788?

  3  What was the Tennis Court Oath?

  4  How did Louis XIV mishandle the Estates general in 1789?

  5  What happened in the Terror?

  6  Why did the Directory fall?

  7  What shows Bonaparte’s military abilities before 1799?

  8  How did the reforms of the Consulate change France?

  9  Why did Napoleon decide to become emperor?

10  What is a police state? What might show that Napoleonic France was a police state?
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Paper 1 guidance: Source questions

Understanding and interpreting sources




•  You have to interpret evidence. You need to link it to the issue in the question and decide what the evidence is saying about the issue. In the example below the issue is:


•  You will need to consider how useful the evidence is. This involves thinking carefully about who wrote it, why it was written and how typical it might be.

•  This really involves knowledge of the whole situation in 1789, but it is also important to look at the type of evidence you are dealing with. The use of knowledge is a skill that will be developed in the next two chapters. Here it is important to ask ‘How is this source linked to the issue in the question?’ and ‘Was the person who produced this source in a position to know, and is there a reason why he or she might hold that view?’
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	Source
	What is this source saying about the key issue?
	What evidence from the source shows this?



	
	Indicates serious financial problems and bad conditions. Does not say problems will cause a revolution but says they are serious and would be made worse by war. Real threat to the Crown because of the financial situation
	‘poor condition of the people’ – danger of bankruptcy; dangerously weaken the crown
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Comparing and contrasting two sources



•  There should be a point by point comparison (where the sources agree) and contrast (where the sources disagree).

•  The comparisons should be illustrated by brief quotations from both texts.

•  There should be some explanation of the differences by looking at who was writing and why.






	Points on which the sources agree
	 



	Parts of each source which show this
	 



	Reasons as to why the sources might agree (provenance)
	 



	Points on which the sources disagree
	 



	Parts of each source which show this
	 



	Reasons as to why the sources might disagree (provenance)
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Paper 2 guidance: Essay questions

Understanding the wording of the question and planning an answer


Understanding the wording of the question






•  to make a judgement about the causes or consequences of an event

•  to consider to what extent or how far a particular factor was the most important in bringing about an event

•  to make a judgement about a particular government or ruler.





1  ‘The most important reason for the French Revolution (to 1789) was the spread of the ideas of the Enlightenment.’ How far do you agree?


2  How far was Louis XVI responsible for his own downfall?




Planning an answer





•  Why was the Enlightenment important?

•  What other reasons are there?

•  Why are these reasons important?

•  Are they more or less important than the Enlightenment?

•  What is your overall view having looked at the key factor and the other causes?





1  The Enlightenment: what key ideas influenced the Revolution, e.g. Rousseau and the Social Contract; Voltaire and scepticism about religion? Montesquieu and the idea of a balance of power? Make the view that it was the most important factor clear by linking these ideas to events, e.g. the Declaration of the Rights of Man; the calls for a National Assembly to reflect the sovereignty of the nation; the Tennis Court Oath.

2  Other factors: privilege and financial problems that led to the calling of the Estates General. Possible links to enlightened ideas.

3  The desire of the middle classes for greater opportunity; Sieyès. More informed and politically aware urban population again linked to spread of ideas.

4  Economic grievances: bad harvests, urban unemployment, peasant discontent – less linked to ideas.

5  Political mistakes of King and government in handling 1789 crisis: perhaps this disappointed those who were led by the study of new ideas to expect change.

6  Conclusion: weighs up the relative importance of Enlightenment ideas and brings together interim conclusions in previous paragraphs. Perhaps arguing that though few might have read the Enlightenment philosophers the key ideas were very powerful among the educated middle class of the Third Estates in the Estates General and other grievances were linked to them or argue that the ideas had been common for years before the Revolution but it took short-term factors like bad harvests and a financial and political crisis which led the King to call the Estates General to bring a revolution that included some of the ideas.
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1  How far was Louis XVI to blame for the loss of royal authority by October 1789?





2  To what extent was the Terror the result of the threat of external war?





3  ‘Napoleon’s rise to power by 1799 depended upon his own abilities.’ How far do you agree?





4  ‘The Civil Code was the most important of Napoleon’s domestic reforms between 1799 and 1804?.’ How far do you agree?






1  Explain why it was so hard for Louis XVI to solve his financial problems.





2  Explain why the constitutional monarchy failed.





3  Explain why Robespierre fell from power in 1794.





4  Explain why Napoleon became First Consul in 1799.
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