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1. Foreword
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Nationalism And Militarism: Choices And Decisions For Wars

Nationalism and militarism are closely intertwined. They are often the very justification and reason for wars.

Can nationalism exist without militarism?

This is truly a question that is foremost in the mind of people who are trying very hard to achieve global peace, in the midst of the many conflicts and wars between nations and superpowers in the world today.
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2. Nationalism
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Powerful nations all over the world are obsessed with protecting and advancing their national interest and safeguarding their national security. These two phrases are the most important phrases in their political vocabulary.

They talk about protecting their sovereignty, their prosperity, their territories, and about securing their trade routes and their access to critical supplies.

Somehow, the right to trade, the access to trade, economic success, prosperity, national interest and national security are intimately bound up with nationalism.

So how can we prevent wars in this type of political and economic environment?  
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3. Securing Trade Routes
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To be sure, all the highfalutin and pompous talk of powerful advanced countries having to send their navies to protect their vital trade routes around the world is tantamount to saying that they need to guarantee their access to their virtual colonies overseas, even when they are no longer their colonies.

It is obvious that these secured trade routes enable them to continue to exploit the resources and markets of those far flung virtual colonies of theirs. They are critical to their continued success and prosperity. But it is also the desire to continue the imperialist system of yore - to perpetuate their virtual empire and hegemony.

But, is there no other ways than sending their powerful navies to intimidate, to coerce, and to enforce compliance?

What are the alternatives to using force to secure their trade routes?

Well, the sensible and non-belligerent way is to negotiate with those countries along the routes to facilitate passage, even if paying a fee for access is necessary. Another way is to find alternative routes and alternative suppliers and markets which are nearer or safer, even if they are more expensive.

Developing friendly and collaborative relationship with neighbouring countries is of course most helpful. But to do that, they have to first give up their bullying attitude and practice.

In fact, this is exactly what smaller nations do and have to do. They don't have the luxury of a huge military, and the heft to bully others. They protect themselves by being realistic, by not being wasteful, and by working collaboratively with other countries for common purpose.

Unfortunately, this is not what superpowers and big countries aspire to do or want to do.
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4. Disastrous Militarism
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Defense officials, or those who more appropriately should be called offense officials, are often so keen to go to war that they will readily advise their governments to send in the troops at the first sight of potential enemy and first sign of potential threat. They congratulate themselves on the genius of their self-serving strategy of preemptive strikes which is to drop the first devastating bombs of the war.

Their macabre logic is that armies are built specifically to fight wars, and those that do not fight wars will become lazy and inexperienced, and cannot win wars.

Yes, granted that even frequent drills and military exercises cannot replace real experience from real wars, this type of dangerous defense or offense logic highlights the irony of the buildup of a huge military establishment - military not unleashed regularly is impotent military, but military used regularly is the most misused military and a colossal human tragedy.
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5. Who Benefit From Militarism?
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Who are the main beneficiaries of militarist nations? There is no question these are the belligerent war-mongering politicians, the aggressive defense department officials, the elite who enjoy the spoils of wars, and above all, the arms merchants and manufacturers, a powerful political lobby group known in USA as the defense contractors.

Like sharks smelling blood in the water, they are heading to Taiwan for major lucrative deals. Like bees to honey, they are making a beeline to the Pentagon, to Ukraine, and to Europe to negotiate new contracts.

Clearly, the more wars there are, the more money they make.
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6. Temptation To Use Military Force
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It is quite obvious that to be fixated on using military force to solve any problem is the mentality of old imperialism. It is to rely on the vestiges of their imperialist and colonial past.

Unfortunately, the strategists and politicians of powerful nations are often so fixated on using force to get what they want that they grossly underestimate the costs of the military option in terms of both the terrible human costs and the huge financial losses.

An overused argument by the politicians-in-charge is that the military is sunken cost. It is a cost that is already incurred. Therefore, their macabre logic is that it is high time for the military to make themselves useful in time of conflict, it is their duty and their very purpose of existence.
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